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THE PROGRESS OF THE MONSOON, 1923 THE MONTH IN BRIEF
dsyaitsarwu etriM la

In ihi monum charlt iht gretn Una givt iht approximate aalet of the normal armual
retting in and u>ilfulrau)al of the montoon and are bated on information tupplied by the 

Director Central o/ Obtervaloriet, Simla. Exceu meant more than 120 per cent, of 
the normal. The normal for divitiont it the mean of normalt of reporting ttatiane 

excluding Alli ilailoru.

* Normal ’ In the charlt It a variation from 80 Io 120 per cent, of the true norrrtal, 

' /air' 40 Io 79 per cent, of ihit normal, and ' tcanly ’ it leu than 40 per cent. The 

whiter iIm tlalemenl, the more the tati^aclory nature oj the rrtontoon ; the redder It It, the 
worte the montoon. The rairdall in other provincet alto hat been thown, at theu 
(t.g., the United Provincet which exporlt Io ut baJri and jowari for our millworhert) have 
an Influence In lAr long run on future price levelt of food.

In Sind, the montoon icarcelu counit; it it the level of the fndut that doa. The 
rite of the river up till the end of September it thown in the charlt; after ihit date the 
rite It of little material importance. The table below thowt the rairrfall up to 
29th October 1921, In Bombay, the Deccan (Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Bijapur and Poona), 
Cnjerat (Sural and Ahmedubad) and In Kathiawar (Rajkot and Bhavnagar).
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Rainfall in *
inch**. |

tXparlur* liom 
noimal. Suiion. Rainfall in 1 

inch**.
Daparlur* from 
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(lit Jun* Io 
29ik (XI.)

(1*1 Jun* Io 
29ih Oci.)

Ilombiv ■.
AhmMimitr ,,
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77 49
17 47
20 M
9'19

16 74

1 852
- 1-96 

4'42 
7'68

- 7D

Suril
Ahmedabad .,; 
Rajkol ., 1
Bkavnaiar ..

25-95 
13-48 ,

; 17-55

- 14-26
- 14-47
- 15-01
- 2-56
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During ike month ended I2lk Novesidm 
1923. ths supply of lakour in ike Piros, 

dsssev was genrrally phmtiful. In Borakoy Gto 
Msd Island. 9 msUa oniv out of a total of 40 
raporttiwmilla reported a akgkl drhcsmry in ike 
yttpply U lakour. The average aksenleeiaro in 
40 representative mills in Bomkay, for wkich 
reports kave keen received, akow^ a akgkl 
iiscrcme over the kgurn of tke previous month. 
The average akoenleeiam waa 15*31 per cent, 
during ike montk ersded 12lk Novemker aa 
cornfiarcd wilk 14*53 per cent, in tke previous 
montk. artd 12*53 per cent, two montka ago. 
Sxteen out of tke total reporting mills reported 
an increase of absenteeism, arul this was stated 
to be due to tke Diwali kolidaya during tke 
montk. Absenteeism waa reported to be 
highest in spinning departments and lowest 
in weaving departments, durina tke month 
under review. After the monthly pay day. 

absenteeism rose from 11*89 per cent, to 
18*03 per cent. Thia increase was lower than 
that in tke preceding month when absenteeism 
rose from 12*88 per cent, to 23*35 per cent, 
for the same period. One Bombay mill has 
issued a notice to the effect that it will close 
down on I^cember I Sth.

Ahmedabad

In Ahmedabad. the supply of labour was. 
as in tke Last montk. reported to be equal to 
tkc demand during tkc montk under review. 
Detailed reports of absenteeism have been 
received from representative mills in this centre. 
These reports skow^ an average absenteeism of 
7*58 ^r cent, during the montk as compared 
with 8*81 per cent, lost montk. 'TTc highest 
absenteeism was reported to be in spinning 
depaitments. Two mills in this centre have

In S>«uL«mm. u*r MJ«i|nv « MOUMT ww 
a<ir<|uair but aimtrniai an inr*Ma»
in tbr mondi un<lr» trvim, 4(m In (Hr kolaiayi 
duiina ike monlh Tkr avnan* abarntarMni 
wae 15'J> per crrH M ikr p««ml Mtnl) m 
ootmiarnd wtlk 12*79 |irf cvni Imi monlb an4 
|}*H twu monltw a*n, and waa Uleral m 
wnavina (irparlmmli Altamirr^ain taw 
from 12 68 per cml Iwicjra ike pa/ <la* to 
16*35 per omi. ahrr ike Inal pay day «4ndl 

waa on ike I6ik of Ortoler in nwal naHa

BnoACM

In Broark. ikr supply of lakour *aa adequate 
in two of ike reporunt nalla ; in ike retnaindef 
it waa inauffiornl. Aliaenlenam akowed a 
alifkl improvrmml aa compared with ike 
precrdinc month, tkc kfurea knnc 6 1 per 
cent, in ike preaenl montk aa cormiared wilk 
9* 16 per cent, last montk and 19’ 5/ per <enl. 
two montka a*o.

SOUT
In Sural, ike aupply of lakour waa normal 

in ike month under review. Akamteeiam, 
however, ahowed an increase as compared with 
last month, the hfures keiny 14'5 per cent, 
in the present month aa compared uoth 12*09 
per cent, in the preceding month.

The Encineerinc Industby Bombay

In the ertgineering industry in Bomkay, the 
i^ply of labour was quite equal to the demand. 
The average absenteeism in representative 
engineering workshops (based on the returns 
frem three lar^ workshops) showed a decrease, 
the figures being 15*03 per cent, in the month 
under review as compart with 15*73 per cent, 
last month and 12*25 per cent, two months ago.



The Itvd of wholesale prlca « comparatively

. t

Tk Boenky Milkwnera' Kaaauihoa 
boiH al tkend of October 1922 and Srptoakr 
and October 1925 are »»folk/w*;

Mtfiatfaa MM*

tteady with a sli^t upward tendency for food 

article* and with a downward tendency for 

non-food article*,
Tk balance of trade including lecuribe* for 

tk *ix month* thi* year it Rt. 27 crores in

labour GAZErrE

On the Marine L'nes and G/laha Reclamations 

of the Development Directorate, the average 

absenteeism was 5'0 rxrr cent., the same as in 

the preceding month, but considerably len than 

the hgure ol S'O per cent, two months ago. 

On the c/mstruction rd chanlt (tenements) at 

Naigaum and DeLisle Road, absenteeism in­

creased to 4 f>er cent, as compared with 3 per 

cent, in the previrjus month. At Worli, on 

the constructirxi fd chaiilt in connexion with 

tk Development Directorate, absenteeism 

showed an increase to' 9 per cent, as com­

pared with 8 per cent, last month and 5 per 

cent, two months ago. The supply of un­

skilled labour employed for loading, removing, 
ttorinff and unloading cargo in the docks by the 

Bombay Port Trust was more than equal to the 

demand, Tk* percentage of absenteeism was 

18'5 in the month under review, a* compared - 

with 11'49 last month and 6'8 two months ago. 

Tkc increase in absenteeism in tk present 

rrvjnth was due to tk holidays in tk month 

and to labourer* returning to. their ullages. 

In tk Chief Engineer‘s Department of tk 

kyrnky Port Trust, tk supydy of labour was 

plentiful, but a slight inaease in absenteeism 

was reaxded, Tk percentage of absenteeism 

was 10'76, as aymoared with 10'65 last month 
and 9'8 two months ago.

Karachi

In Karachi, tk supply of all types of labour 

was plentiful. Tk average absenteeism, fyased 

on tk attendance of monthly paid workers 

emplov^ in tk Engineering Workshop of tk 

Karacfii P<yrt Trust, recorded no change, it 

being 5 per cent,, tk level (jf tk preceding 

rnrxitli,

'The Cost of Living

In Oct/yber 1923, tk a/st of living, as de- 
scrifyed elsewkre in tk Lab/ur Gazette, fell 
k rrv/re tkn one per tent, as compared with 
the oreceding mr/nth, Tk average level of 

retail pr'rces of all tk cornrrvydlties taken into 
ac/yyunt in tk cost <yf living index for the 
Gty and Island U kyrnky (l(Kl repre^rrtt the 
level ^yfjuly 1914) waa 152 for all articles and 
147 for hxyd artide# only. There wm a fall 
of 6 per cent, as c/xnpared with thi* time kt 
year and a fall fd 21 f>er cent, kbw tk high 

water mark (OebA/er 1929).

The Wholeeale Indn N^^i

In Octrjhr^ 1^, the gener,J^ 

wholesale pricet in bomUy rf^e L, 

one per cent, as compare4 with tfK;***% 

mrjnth. The general level it rv/vt 
above the pre-war level. The rtv,vt^l^ 

grouf/t will be fouml on pa^e 14 in h 

on whfjletale prices in Octr/f>er, 
item *imfxjrted ajal' hat l/een ad/lj 

the previous hguret have l/een 

revised. The number of article* 

in the index numl>er is rv/w 41, )[■ 
fluctuations in the pricet of bxxls, n/tn^^ 

and all articles will l)e seen in the I'A^^ 

table: **
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1923, 1923, ite

79 7« 76 tt

D76 73 71 ; 74

Allwuda.. 77 75 73 i I)

Cotton Mill Production

Gxton mill production in September 1^3, 

as compared with the corresponding montfi 
the two previous years, is shown in the tdft 

Ixrkyw, rhe salient features are that, duri^ 

September, production of yarn in Bombf 

declined as comniftd with the two previon 

years, while in Alirnedabad there was a trod 
improvement over the preceding year, la 

regard to woven g^xids, there vras, a consideraUe 
increase in the production both in Bombay ad 

Ahmedabad, as ompared with the precediisf 

'ieM.

MUhot^lht, 
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Induitrial Disputes

'There vt^e H irdustnal duurte* in prtfrea* 

dunng October 1923, all of wh icfi Ixgan in tie 

month. The number of disputes wa* the lame 

as in the previoua month, and the number of 

workpeople involved wa* 9,481 aa compared 

with 9,112 in the preceding morrth and 9^17 

in October 1922. The aggre^ duration of 

all disputes during October 1923, was about 

56,2fX) working dm aa compared with 55,954 

in September 1921, and 62372 in October 

1922.

The Outlook

1mpokta.\t Cha-hco,
Tk outstanding feature of tk last few 

weeks ha* been tk rapid rise in tk price of 

raw cotton. Thi* ii causing considerabk 

uneasinesa in tk cotton mill industry. It is 

fUted tkt tk Bomky Millowners’ Asioda- 

Uon may kve to consider tk advisabiiitY of 

working short Ume in their mills to reduce 

tk price of raw cotton if prices do not fall. 

At tk moment, however, sign* are not wanting 

of a return to more normal time* in tk cotton 

mill indust^. Stocks of yam and cloth, at 

tk beginning of tk present month, show 

considerable Improvements as compared 

with last month. Stock* of unsold yam held 

in Bomky mills shw an appreciable reduc­

tion as compared with tk preceding month 

and may now k said to k practically normal. 

Stocks of unsold cloth, although not yet normal, 

kve decreased, and tkre is little anxidy in 

tk industry remrding these, Tk situation in 
Ahnvedabad mills has also improved and mills in 

thi* centre are reported to k doing better busi-' 

nes*. Tk demand for cotton goods in Northern 

India ha* experienced a sudden revival, while tk 

demand for woollen goods has. In some cases, 

exkusted tk available stocks with dealer*.

Tiam Combstum

riflMHliM «l IndH i import* dw> 
iW dw hrrt iwif of ik pool foMnd 

dwM tki iJw volar tfU III OMa) 
»« m ik Irvd of the carrapoadmi prrnd of 
ik MCVMMi yoar. bat tkvv «ni * idl of 
K* Uaorcior llperoMl « coaiparrd tndi 

1921, (k (kreiK tt comptrrd with 1921 
bcM icawnbd for by mkr inport* of 
artxM of food nd drml lad nmdaduicd 
artida, Export*, kowrvrr.tdl I dilUrnItoIr, 
There «■ a remarkbie uafAomoat of K*. 22 
nora or 16 per oal, ai compand wilb tk 
corretponding pertt/i in ik prevwai 
arttek of toed and drml l/mf manly 
rew^blc for tbi* increaae

Tk importa al pKU'goo^ and iron and 
lied were a* foDow*

iJ m
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Thii includa importi on private and 

Government account. The export* of cotton, 

food grains, jute and jute manufacture* in 

the lame period were

ugm 1 r«s«M.
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and silver in the

M 730-2

Next to the maintenance of the fundamental

(4-)

Businett conditioiit

India

The Balance of Trade

follows:—

iaifM ’A Jx*ia at Pa, 12 crofet fc* tne 
pertod tA htitt yeu.

EarM»|^ <4 ‘i pruxspaJ Rajhrw wer« 
k*/ 35 tx<wet a» fjMUiored with Rs. 31 cr^e* 
in ui^rer^fjn&rii, pcr^>d the urcnaa 
y»M. bwJ: citarif'tfs *n 
urider fit, 3(^J crores in Borf/haj^»
Rs. 19 crores in Karachi* Rs. 4*/) auiea in 
CsicuUa and Rs. 53 crore* in Rar/^'/wi, rrjsJang 
a total lA at/fta fA rupees.

(Bj Katjut
n»t state >A tfaAe in the United Ki'-gdcan 

I* witatif^ up as loOow* in a perbtsdarly 
weJI^fdormed se^ieutfnt to the Er/jnf^mti

K wfifiit ^ig/, ezproaed the imftt dot io spite 
'4 (>/iiPijaA»i efMs/^jetnenU BrSah trade w»* kdd' 
nm itt KOMt^ wAtntMtJ^Ae, iactzxs. Tbe

rg^ats sinoe rwened lulty cfAiitiiu tint rKM. 
the Hpntir^o M is «'>rte tl^ erer*

It seems lint husMsess urdes i« this 'j/urAty love 
oymfdeSeh' drsownted tl« f'/tiA tiart 'oa iopt^t io 

hwT'/pe. except. '4 u/wvt, s serious '/uthresl 'A 
'n.e Inpure*. it is true, since the end
•A Af/wn s tuoB, tiMugb dehnite,

\/iA •:iinA^/viuaA at tlie erd 'A %:rAf:ifAiKf 
wo shj^Mlr f/etter tfoii at li«e end ^A ^rg'at, and tise 

hrijer <A wt^iigAfiy'A llisl have sirioe Ixen

rejcjiCered »tt, if anytlwfe^, too Aon the unjexo’. tfsat 
M re/rrnslh P? fx exposed at tfris time U tf»e year nat a 
feoik 'A the iMtimuol sfjrirrLai^ of er/^xyrnent in 
tl* h«it<hni( trade. ^Miief irdustrie* a nxmth ny/t 
•neie h4>hr*^ tiseir irirn. In the hat tit week* tf»ere 
fas leen rejzxted a defwite irr«pr'/*e»r>er4 in » nanijer 

'4 'a«ea, mA protkaOy nn irntanoe where trade » 

w/fm, tlA/i i/i (fx; Middle '4Septernl^er,,,.,. Tlie 

trade retwrn feiioui y/d freir,^ Iretter in Septernf/er 
than Ml Aujfuit. Railway traffa, tetviio, tl/rud* 

represerainj; rnr/rsey rahx 'rrJy ard ii^A ffimAAiet, 
shzw a PxAt'.w:-] p/ irfr,re*»«.,,..,

n»e erdeno: 'A iseneral *tati»tit* is c/rr4»rrr»ed l/y 

rep'll* lAiAiitK Pt 'trnvi'n induatrie* mA inmixPt. 
Ir» tfie '/*sl ndostry pT'drxtMm omtinuea at « level 
a litlle hi'dier tlwn l/ehxe tlse war. Iron ard ateel 

C<dixri//n s*'<^ed io July ard AnmniA 1x4 in Septern* 
rr ileel i/iAfttA, whsh 'an l>e irx^eased iinuAi inttie 

ttf'tiiifAly tlian piv-ir'xi pr'drxjti/xi, sh/wed a *liarp 

'^ie nnderstard ll«*t in t^Ap4/er » iihiiAtei 
‘A i^tnt hifitmxe tore ixeii l4//wn in, wr tirat fire 
Otp4rer 'x4pr4 'A ftiK^f'/ii will prdxiUy folk/w suit, 
fire frrta/v tai sifturfr/xr '4 'xrrtairr l/rarxJre* '4 tire I xtO' 

'xtfrtre itAtitn inArntty, after tw'/ yemn <A Aepfewum, 
ts weihrridr 'fesparale. 1x4 evert tie oXPxt trade 
teififPi me slii^rtly letter, thxidr rxXittrtjj like a

rt»J revrval 'an be anisupeted u/4il a nuuked <d<w 
c/xuet 'xeer the rrtwket* 'A Ou/ui* JmS* 
Turkey.... Tl<e chan*caJ trade » meii eutfAt^eA 

la the Ixx4 and thoe rndaiCry, tittoodi Aittrt Iuim 

uaAMMta, dantnti u better arxl •t/x.k* mt 
T1«e fact trade, wladi h** been extrerr«ely f<*rd fat, 
it sfxzwirzg vtiiie *^(* <4 life. Certaia braoefe* 'A

the erupneerir/jf iridastnr are doing very well, m 
partsouw tuAt/r t/A tne rniAfffcyiAx coMtrwtvar, 
electrical en-gueeaitm and the textrU itotAiuxiy, 
Even v/tne braricfie* of general engineering me Ix.gift. 
lAti'g, Pt look up, but iocorrxXrve building tiofiio. 
etfinteahm and itony otfier fxancfie* femoin fifefew. 
Indeed, anytfrtng c/x/necled with sfii^xrildrng is ia 
an extren*^ l^d may, and mitl remain mt until the 

uMMfAett strike » settled and tfiere is an expunsiwi 
•A the world’s v<4ume 'A tttAx. Nt the tntenetA, 
Ixywever, tfere is vtfue ent/fUtaiigaiierA even fiere ia 
tl< fact tlist 'Mt ftw^A index number f'A .SeptenAer 

»fv/w* » mtttll advance.
In the United .States rd America, accordirt^ 

to cable information received by the Acting 
Trade GymmiMiorter, Calcutta, money is easy 
with rates declining. Stock and bond or 

low with little demand. .Steel iarc very . ___
duction fiax slightly detreaxed with price* 
stationary. GAton and wheat price# arc at
the hit level reached thi# year. The
textile industry ha# freen adverxely affected 
and cor Aition in the automobile induxti^ 

sn. While the wholesale trade itIX very 
xlr/w, stock# <7n hand are small.

During Octeber 1923, tlic visible balance 
of trade including xccuriticx agairut India 
amounted te R*.64 lakhs, 
figure for 1922 wax an adverse 
Rx. 3,86 lakhs. The trarje figures for the last 
six rrtonthx for India, Bombay and Karachi arc 
given l>ek/w;—

MAIfx '/jfh 'ifftiVf

4v.

if>n!
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27X2
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■aM
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compared with the preceding month. In 
Calcutta and Rangoon, the Bank dearinzt 

re^jectively, whiledecreased by 20 and 2 aotet
the clearings in Karachi increased by I crore.

Karachi
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The figures for the last three montl» are as
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The rates tor telegraphic transfers in Bombay
on London in the irst week of the last tw

months are as follows :—

t. J,

1$ I
r.

Deceatber 1922 .. 1 JJJ i June 1923 ., 1

Jemwry 1923 ., 1 .. 1

Febnwry „ .. 1
.’5 L 
4^ I Au(urt - .. 1

Mwek .. 1
1

4g" September „ .. 1

Apr3 „ .. 1
,1 ! 
*16 i October - .. 1

Mm ., 1 d 132 i November .. 1

These rates are supplied by the Deputy Con­
troller of the Currency, Bombay. On the 24th 
November, exchange on Lxrndon was s. 1 d. 4”

There was an increase of 21 crores of rupees
in Bank clearings in Bombay in October as

The percen
e tor the whole of IndiaPaper Currency

at the close of the month of October 1923
was over 68 as against about 68 in September
and 67 in August 1923.

The average market quotations of 65 cotton 
mill companies for which quotatioru are avail*
able are as follows :—

per share throughout the period.

November 1922 - Ra. IJ66 M«7 1923 .. Rr. 1JI5

December 1.222 Jone •• M IJM2

haan 1923 1.255 Wy • m 1.123

Febraary m 1,216 Aafort „ • m I/J07

March 1,125 Sepleaha „ tf/fi
Ai<a m 1.193 October „ 994

The average amount paid up was Rs. 371

His Excellency Sir George Lloyd, G.C.I.E., 
D5.0„ sails on Saturday, Sth De«mber from
Bombay and the Rt. Hon. Sir Leslie Wilson, 
G.C.I.E., arrives in Bombay from England 
on II th December. His Excellency, Sir
George Lloyd’s interest in labour questions is 
summarised in his reply to a deputation of the 
Trade Union Congress in Bombay in 1920,
as follows :—

condition* of all orderly and progressive soaety, 1
believe there is no more important social or adminis­
trative problem than the position of Labour in the
Community. ”

His Excellency, it will be remembered,
wrote the Foreword in the first issue of this
Journal in September 1921.



Cort of living ind«^uml>er» for India and foreign county

LABOUR/5
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__ Retail food index for India and foreign countries

The artides included in the index are 
pulset, other article* of food, fuel and lighting,
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INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CON­
FERENCE

1 he nirehuM* of the liileriiotionnl Labour 
Ixinlci'fiHc will now lake place annually in 
lune, in place of Ociober, from the year 1924 
onward*

SECURITIES INDEX NUMBER
A necuritic* index number will be publi«betl 

monthlv in the l.uboiir (idjeltc with effect 
from next month. The index will show the 
general index number of the prices of KX) 
securities in Bombay, and the following groups 

will be separately shown: —

Government and Corporation Secu­
rities,

Banks,

Railway Companies.
Cotton Mills.

5. Cotton Ginning Press Companies.

(). Cement and Manganese Companies.

7. Electric Undertakings.

8. Miscellaneous Companies.

I he construction of such an index has Ix'cn 
suggested from time to time as supplcnientary 
to the index number of wholesale prices. Il 
will be remembered that an index or the varia­
tions in the prices of securities was recommend- 
1x1 by the Imperial Conference on Statistics, 
1920, It was suggested that " theic should 
be constructed index numbers for various 
classes of securities grouped in such a manner 
as may bring out the full significance of each 
group."

WHOLESALE PRICES IN BOMBAY

Prices Rising

In October 1923, the general level of whole­
sale prices in Bombay rose by one per cent., as 
compared with the previous month. I'he rise 
in the price of food articles was more than 
one per cent., while that of non-food articles 
less than one per cent. In comparison with the 
corresponding month of last year, prices have 
risen by three per cent., the fall from the twelve 
monthly average of 1922 being also 3 per

. Long period fluctuations will be found in

('.hart 10 of this issue. It i* of interest to 

compare the movement of these wliok^ 
prices wilb^ose in Churl 5.

T he present index nurnber is based on care, 
fully collected market prices and is indirectly 

weighted. Pood articles number 15 and non. 
food 26. A new itmn “importeil coal ’’ ha* 

been added and pn^vious figures have accord, 
ingly been revised. 1 be number of articles 
Included in the index number is now 41. 
'Ebe base is the pre-war month, July 1914. 
Ebe index is publlsbed at the request of 

bu.sincss firm.s in Bombay in such a way a* 
to .show the relative level of average wholesale 
prices, and th<* groups have been selected 
primarily with a view to suit the condition! 

of Bombay’s trade.

Ebe wholesale index number has fallen 
32 per cent, from the highest peak reached 
(Sept. 1918). The fall in lapan’s wholesale 
index is 26 per cent., in Ine British Board 
of Trade index 49 per cent., and in the Ameri­
can wholesale index (E'ederal Reserve Board) 
44 per cent., ns compared with the highest 
levels reached in these index numbers. The 
great fall in the United Kingdom is parti­

cularly noticeable.

The attention of the Labour Office has been 
drawn to an interesting and careful article on 
the Bombay Wholesale Index number, which 
tmpcared in the Times of India of 26tb Octo^r. 
The correspondent dealt with the practical 
value of the index and discussed the range of 
fluctuations especially of food prices. Atten­
tion should be drawn to the fact that the index 
like that of the Board of Trade and the Statist 
(formerly Sauerbeck’s index number) is in­
directly weighted from an examination of the 
trade statistics. A reference to this system 
of weighting will be found in Appendix C, 
page 221 of Volume 1 of the Report of the 
Prices Enquiry Committee (Mr. K. L. Datta’s). 
The price quotations arc as explained on page 12 
of the Labour Gazette for August 1922 for 
actual transactionsand obtained mainly through 
firms reporting to the Chamber of Commerce. 
A further note on this will appear in the 
December issue of this Gazette.

The net result of movements in the groups 
is set out on the. next page.

Pnnt ia

N..«<

I'ke main fact ubich rmeifrs b. m ihu table 
I* that (be fenrial level ol wholesale pinn 
Bombay i* now below the aveiafr ul 1922 
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ahown in the following (able r— 
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The following table i* intended to show 

the annual movement* in food and non-food 
wholesale price* •.—

Annual wholetale pricet

July 1914- 100

I

I

100 “ average of 1922

Ctwwa.
Om. i 
IW.

Ar. 
l»/»a

laV 
192).

SB: 044

1 Caaath n n 74

II. AXaa ti 44 to M

UL Saw n 1 ! 99 9» 99

IV. (MhatlaU ■01 ; m lU D) IM

TaaaLbU .. M

i 
r

1 '

94 1
1 1

*0
i-

91

V. OdnaA H ♦9 04 , 97 1 9)

VI Ravaaaaa. tl no II) 120 117 117

VII CaWa awJbc- i
lata. 01 » 1 17 11 19

VIII. Olkaalaatda, .. 100 100 I too 100 100

IX. H4.aU SMaa.. M 1 m nt! 91 10) 111

X M.U. « 104 99 • 97 . 9) 9)

XI. OtVaa m. aa4

a>liataa «t 94 1 ” i 19 1) 19

TaaaLaasJaaJ .. ♦4
L,* * 1 94 j 9) 96

Cawal awaaa-a 
aaiitlH 94

lJL i ” 90 97

Twrlve-monlMr •»«»»»• 1918 

. M 1919

.. .. 1920

« .. 1921

- .. 1922

1923Ttn-moniMy

Food. Non- 
iood.

All 
ail Ida*.

120 1 270 237

202 233 222

206 221 21$

19) 198 196

186 , 183 184

\-n 177 177

COMPARATIVE RETAIL PRICES
Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur 

AND Poona

The following table compare* the retail food 
prices in Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur and
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Poona with those in Bombay in September 
and October 1923 (Bombay prices = 100). It 
will be seen that the retail price levels in all 
the four centres are below the level in 
Bombay.

Bombay prices in October 1923 = 100

■;i- ■

Bombay. Karachi, Sholapur.^ Poona.
Articles.

Ceredi— 
i{ice • . 100 1 98 117 - 109 133
Wheal . 100 66 95 . 96 90
Jowari . 100 68 68 66 76
Bnjri ,1 100 69 106 84 95

Average—Cereals. 100 1 75 97 89 99

Pulsci—
l-

1
Crain 100 1 74 116 86 83
Turdal 100 88 86 91 113

Average—Pulsci. 100 81 101 89 98
Other articles of food—.1

Sugar (relined) ! 100 91 101 104 96
Jogri (Cui) 100 70 91 1 70 74
Tea 100 98 129 90 105
Salt ' 100 73 79 no 99
Beel ' 100 128 91 78 78
Mutton 100 ■ 80 96 66 73
Milk 100 46 61 . 76 83
Chee ICO 77 94 85 89
Potatoes 100 88 no 119 55
Onions 100 62 76 70 74
Cocoanut oil 

Average-Other articles 

of food

100 93 112 93 98

100 82 95 87 84
Average—All food

articlea 100 81 96 88 89

Bombay prices in September 1923 = 100

Articles, 1

Cereals— i

Bombay. Karachi. Ahmedabad Sholapur. Poona,

Rice ..! 100 101 123 105 141
Wheat 100 68 99 91 90
Jowari 100 68 70 66 74
Bajri 100 68 106 72 93
Average—Cereals.. 100 76 100 84 100

Pulses- ■
Gram 100 79 116 86 83
Turdal 100 88 92 94 116

Average—Pulses.. 100 84 104 90 too
Other articles of food—

Sugar (relined) 100 90 113 103 100
Jagn (Gul) 100 70 102 70 74
Fea 100 100 129 90 105
Salt 100 n 79 118 99
Beef 100 162 130 78 78
Mutton 100 84 112 70 77
Milk 100 43 57 76 81
Chee 100 75 88 91 89
Potatoes 100 108 138 107 61
Onioni 100 75 80 70 81
Cocoanut oil 

Average-Other articles
100 93 112 93 98

o( food 100 89 104 88 86

Average—All food
articles 100 85 103 87 91

On page 43 will be found statistics of food 
prices in September and October 1923 for

^9

Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur 
Poona. These are official prices supD?’’'* 
through the Director of Agriculture to 
Labour Office, and are averages of prices tak' 
eight times a month from retail shop-keepe**’ 
patronised by the labouring classes.

BOMBAY CLERICAL WAGES

With reference to the note on the wages paid 
to clerical classes in Bombay City, published 
on page 16 of the October issue of the Labour 
Gazette, the minimum qualifications for the 
admission of clerks into Government service, 
as laid down by Government, are the school 
final or matriculation examinations. The term, 
“ Government service ”, refers only to service 
under the Government of Bombay.

WAGES IN MUNICIPALITIES

With the object of determining the increase 
in the wages of labourers and workmen in the 
towns of the Bombay Presidency including 
Sind in the year 1923 as compared vdth the 
pre-war year, the Labour Office has recently 
been engaged in collecting statistics from 
Municipalities. The information collected 
deals with (7) the rates of monthly wages paid 
to menials and workers in the employ of each 
Municipality and the rates of daily wages paid 
to (a) general labourers or coolies: men, 
women and children ; and (6) artisans : car­
penters, blacksmiths, masons and bricklayers; 
(2) the average monthly earnings of various 
types of domestic servants in the employ of 
European and Indian families ; and (3) the 
salaries of the superior staff of the Municipali­
ties, The Municipalities were selected by Com- 
missloners as representative of each District 
in the Presidency. Agricultural labourers and 
factory workers were excluded from the return 
as the purpose of the enquiry is to ascertain 
the wages of urban or town workers only 
apart from the wages of persons occupied in 
industries. Information has also been asked 
for in connexion with hours of labour, and 
the results will shortly be published.

Nov., 1923

WAGES IN THE PUNJAB

Report on the Third Regular Wages 
Survey taken in December 1922

The Labour Office has received a Report of 
the results of the third quinquennial wage 
census taken in the Punjab for the month of 
December 1922. The Report is written by 
Mr. H. K. Trevaskis, Director of Land Records, 
Punjab. The whole compilation represents a 
great advance in the methods adopted in the 
tabulation of the figures in similar enquiries, 
and the results are presented in a manner so asT 
to give the greatest possible Information of a 
very useful nature. The author might, with 
advantage, have gone a little further and 
worked out weighted averages of daily wages 
for the whole Province and also separately for 
the two economic circles of the Punjab.

Wages in Urban Areas

In connexion with wages in urban areas, 
the enquiries were originally limited to the 
three industrial towns of Amritsar, Lahore and 
Delhi. When Delhi was transferred from the 
Punjab, Multan was substituted for Delhi, but 
Multan is not comparable with Amritsar and 
Delhi as an industrial centre. Urban labour­
ers have been divided into (7) workers in 
iron and hardware, (2) brass, copper and bell­
metal workers, (3) carpenters, (4) cotton 
weavers (hand Industry), (5) masons and 
builders and (6) general unskilled labourers. 
The rates of dally wages paid to each class of 
workers in 1922 are compared with wages 
paid in the years 1912 and 1917. In accord­
ance with the usual procedure adopted in 
similar reports, rates varying between two 
limits are shown but in several cases the pre­
dominant rates only are given. Speaking 
generally, the percentage increases in the wages 
of all classes of urban artisans in the year 1922 
over the year 1912 amount to over 100 per cent., 
the largest increase being in the wages of cotton 
weavers (hand industry) in Lahore, whose 
earnings have increased from 5 to 8 annas in 
1912 to Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8-0 in 1922.

A very interesting comparison adopted in 
the tabulation of urban wages is the inclusion 
of the rates of rural wages in areas adjacent 
to towns for (7) carpenters, (2) masons and 
builders and (3) general unslulled labourers.

H 730-4
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1 he first two classes are similar to the 'skilled 
labour' and the third class to the ‘ordinary 
labour’ of the enquiry conducted into agri­
cultural wages by the Labour Office.

Wages in Rural Areas

In order to simplify the investigation into 
wages in rural areas, the enquiry was confined 
to ascertaining the wages of workers of maxi­
mum efficiency only (i.c.. of healthy men 
between the ages of 20 and 45). Mr. Trevaskis 
says that, if the wages of workers of maximum 
efficiency are known, the wages of workers 
of less efficiency (i.c., of the sick and infirm, 
women, children and the aged) can always be 
deduced approximately. Similarly, places or 
classes which are clearly abnormal have also 
been eliminated from the field of enquiry, and 
the investigation was confined to villages where 
labour may be presumed to exist in a typical 
form. Very large and very small villages and 
villages within ten miles of a large town or 
two miles of any town are excluded as involving 
somewhat exceptional conditions. With a view 
to avoiding the errors involved in ascertaining 
yearly or half-yearly averages, the actual wages 
paid in a definite month were reported, and the 
month selected was December—a time when 
work is neither very light nor very heavy.

Rural labourers have been classified into 
(/) unskilled labourers, (2) carpenters, (i) 
blacksmiths, (4) masons and (5) ploughmen. 
Ploughmen have been distinguished from un­
skilled rural labourers because their work is 
harder, particularly in tracts irrigated from 
wells and canals, where continual employment 
can be had on higher wages than those prevail­
ing in areas of unirrigated land dependent on 
rainfall and where work is light. Moreover, 
it is a matter of exceptional difficulty to esti­
mate the wages of ploughmen because they are 
generally not paid by the day or by the month 
but at harvest. “ There is a system called 
‘talwara’ in the Western Punjab, under which 
the ploughman gets the residue of the harvest 
heap after the landowner has removed his grain 
from the threshing floor”.

The supplements vary according to different 
districts and include (a) food, which may be 
given in the form of one or more meals per day ; 
(/>) clothing, which may consist of a ‘ chadar ' 
(shawl) and loin cloth of ‘ khaddar ’ (cotton
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A General Review of Disputes
During U(tuber 1923, there werr ,.,u 

indiislrlnl (liHputeg In progress in Jj’* 

Presidency. This nninber of (llsputrs w* 

the same as In the preceding month. Sevry, 

of the eight disputes occurred In the lotton 

mill indtistry. ,^Ix were diu! to the (inestloy, 

of i,ay, out of which one was compromised an,j 

five were settled In favour of the employers, 

riie remaining two strikes were due to mincer 

personal grievances.

Bombay

In Bombay City and Island, there were, In 

October, seven disputes six of which were In 

cotton mills and one? In the I lydraullc Estab­

lishment of the Alexandra Dock, Bombay 

Port rrusl. On I st October, 322 crane men 

In the f lydraullc Lstabllshmtmt of the Alexandra 

Dock struck work demanding the removal of 
the Engineer and the Chargeman for alleged 
ill-treatment. The Chairman of the Bombay 

Port T rust received a deputation of about a 

dozen strikers ond warned them to resume 
work as their grievances were not worthy of 
consideration. Phe strikers resumed work 

unconditionally on the 6th October. More 

than a thousancJ weavers in the Kastoorchand 

Mill struck work on the 2n(J October demand­
ing the reinstatement of four dismissed jobbers, 
whose services were dispensed with for their 

failure to supply information regarding the 
assault on the Sizing Master on the 27th of 

Septernlxjr. I'he Manager put uo a notice 

to the effect that the mill would be Kept clos^ 

until the 6th October and the strikers paid 

off if they failed to resume work after the rcctjss 
hour. The mill was kept closed for four days 

from 3rd to 6th and was reopened on the 7th. 

The Spinners numbering arjout l,fXX) joined 
the strikers on the 8th claiming full wages for the 

days of the lixk-out, but all of them resumed 
work unconditionally by the 13th of October. 
About 6fX) weaver strikers resumed work un­
conditionally and the others were discharged. 
The jstrlke ended on the 16th. On r2th 

October, 475 weavers of the MathurarJas Mills 
struck work over the (jucsllonof wages. Subsc- 
rjuently 70 women winders joined the strike. 
The strikers alleged that the amounts of their 
wages shown on their pay tickrds for September 
were less than those in - ' months and
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drinaodrd an irw iraar iri the ratea. I fw Agroti 
pul up a iMptHr Io ifw r(lr<l tfial ifw aliifirra 
wouhf fir |Miid off aixl diw ftarged aiwl nrw 

fuuwla wouhl fir engaged on ifie ratea ofrfaining 
in ifw old nulla of ifte (^irriif»l»f»<ry group. 
Ilirar ratea were aaul Io fie afioul Bl lo l5 

|>er cent, leva than ifte ralr*a previotialy ofriaining 
in ifua mill. Ihr alrikrra were paul off and 

diM fiargedand new fiaiida were engaged in ifieir 
pla((*a on the new rales. I fie atnkr eixled 
on ifie 26tfi of O(toiler, 21X7 weavera of ifie 
Marlfiavrau Srindia Mill and 250 apiniiera of 
the Erniieror hxlward Mill atruck work on llie 
121h and 13th Odolx-r resiier lively rlriiMnrling 
an iiKreaae In the rates of wages. I l»r sink/ 
In the Madliavrao Stindla Mill ended on the 

26th and that In llie l'..rn|x*ror l*/lward Mill on 

tlie 23rd Octolier, some of the strikers, In Ixjfh 

cases, having reaurnrd work uiKondillonally 

and new hands having been engaged In plare 

of the remainder, (3ri the 15th of Odolier, 426 
weavers of the ILdward Sassoon Mill and 256 
weavers of the New Islam Mill stop|x-d work 
alleging that they had Ix-en paid less than In 

the previous month and demanded Ix^ter wages. 
The strike In the New Islam Mill ended on 

20th October, an increase of half a pie In the 
rates having lx:en granted. 'I hc maj(»rity of 

the wejivcr strikers in the Edward Sassixm 

Mill resumed work unamdltlonally and new 
men were engaged in plac« of the remainder. 
I he strike ended on the 21 st Octolx-r.

AiimkiiAMAD
There was little Industrial unrest In 

Ahmcdabad during Octofyer. Only one strike 

took place during the month. (Jn the 16th 
of Octo)x:r, BX) weavers of the Universal Gytton 
Mills Co., Ltd., struck work over the question 

of pay. The strikers were paid off and dis­
charged and the strike ended on the 18th. 
With reference to the strike In the New 
Maneckchowk Spinning and Weaving Com- 
pany’s Mill, Ahmedabad, rcjyorted on page 23 
of the Septcmfjer issue of the l^ihfjur Cazdte 

where it was stated that “ In one strike 297 
wtaivers of the New Maneckchowk Spinning 
and Weaving Gimpany, who struck work for 
two days against a reduction of two pics in 
the rates for dhotis produced, resumed work 
when the Agent promised to restore the 
old rates , the Company has kindly supplied 
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rj^/i I'll

addilMfr.al fa*!* wfu.h o fufuatda alimdd I* 
piif*h»f»rd 11,* w la*l» ara ' T*/?
•ifo< If w«*rV /♦Mh Ao|u«t I’f/I, in if»* ali*» 
mum afaiont o»w rates fc-r retain new vanati** 
of r hfth poxiiH r«l. wfiH h iftay allryr'l wr tr f, «« 
IO roioparit'>n witli otfwr ratra ruhnf in ii'tali 
Ixniriof Milla Nnt morning all*r ifxy had 
an lotrrvMW with tfi* Agent who aakrd ifia 
Managrr, in wf»oin tfiry ha/f ronfxl*n<». Io 
tale up ifinr (aaa for rooaidrration. lf»*r 
rr«iinir*| worV a*x»ii I f»r wfxd* n»ati*r wa« 
aioo afdy and |*ea<rfiilly arillrd **.

TKADE UNION MEMHEKSIIIP IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM

A<<orriing h» finU i>iilJi«|>r/| in fhr Miniatry 

of liiliour’s hilurtif tHirfllf inf (huAt^ 192), 
ihr lo(«i rn* rnU-rihip of I ra/k Urnont bn/ywn 
Io have lx-<n m r«i»trn»» al thr rn<l fA 1922 »n 
Gfral Brilain and Norlktn Ireland wa» I.EXJ 
a* fomparrd wilfi 1,241 at fl»r ro/l of 1921, 
I fir total m* rnfirraliip at th*- rn/l of 1922 wa« 

a|*t*roxirnalriy 5,58IJ/XX) a« (omfuirrtl with 

6,613,IXX) at for rod of 1921, ih/rwiotf H ffr/ frntr 
of l,O33,IXX, rrirrnlirri or orarly l6 f>rr <rnt. 

riir riurofw-r of nuilr okrnlirra wa« apoo/xi- 
roatriy 4,7l2,fXX), afi/yw!ng h r|r< yrair of fy/ff,f0l 

(tr 16 |»rf (rot. as (ornpafrd with lIi* prrvhyiia 
yrnr, and thr ourrifx-r of froialr rrirtfiftrft wni 

aixxjt 86H,IXXJ or n fft'frmtc of I35,IXXJ or 
13'5 jxf (cot.

Tfir total of rnrnif/rra, h//wrvrr,
incliidrm alxiut rnrrnfirra in Iriafi I rcr 

State braochrt, and 67,IXXJ nirrnlirfa in mIitt 
ovirracaa firanr lira of crrtain unJona. in a/ldition 
to a nurnlx-f of (icriKina (principally t^cfirra) 

who arr rnrrnficra of more tfian otif, wxlrty and 
are therefore counted more tfian ornjc In tfie 
figurca. When alh/wanre la made fof tfieae 
caaea, the nd niimfxrr of mernfxrra In Great 
Britain and Nortfiern Ireland waa afxxit 
5,470,()()() at the end of 1922 aa (X/rnpared with 

6,4'70.000 «t the end of 1921.

In the year 1913, the memfxrrahlp waa 
4J33/XXJ and In I92X) 8,32f).IXXJ. I^rinft 
1921 -22 there waa a large fall In rnernherahlp, f/ut 
at the end f/f 1922 the male rnemfxrrahip atill 
ahowed an Increaae (Aoyirr I ,IXXJ,IXXJ and female 

memfxrrahip an Increaaeof 435,IXXJ aa compared 
with the rnernfxrrahlp at the end of 1913.



TRADE UNION FUNDS
LABOURNov.. 1923 A GAZETTE

The Bombay Unions

Expenditure.

Indian Seamen’s Union

Expenditure.Amount.Receipts.

2,580

.. 20,045Total Receipts

Total

Liabilities.

3,844

8,62322,726 12 2 Grand Total

2,740

Reserve Fund. Account

For Rent

Total Receipts ..

5 0 0
42 0 0

5,000
2,532

For Audit Honorar-

Entrance Fees
Admission Fees
Donations

For Medical Fees

„ Entrance Fees
Interest

Sheet
>ldd excess of Income

over Expenditure

Office Rent

Audit Fees
Refunds

Audit Honorarium ..

On Furniture
and Fixtures at

count Books at
10 per cent. ..

Annual Contributions
Sa e Proceeds of ru es books

Interest

Relief Fund

per cent.

Received
Outstanding

Amount of Reserve Fund on 31st
March 923

Furniture and Fixtures

per cent.

Account

31st March 1923

• 4,967
9,356

Loan to Members
Poona Branch

Cash on 31 st March 1923

Central Bank
with the Treasurer ..

LABOUR B A GAZETTE

March 1923

The Bombay Presidency Postmen's Union

To General

Outstanding

A reference was made on page 27 of the September issue of the Labour Gazett 
accounts of the Unions in Bombay received by the Labour Office. The follr ' 
latest detailed accounts of three of these Unions, so far received ;—

Receipts and Disbursements for the year ending 31st March 1923.

Letters registration charges

Management Fund-Surplus as on
April 1922

Management Fund-Deficit as on

Death Benefits (paid)
Office establishment charges
Allowances to office staff

'Postage, Stationery and Printing
Travelling Allowances
Charges, general

Motor driving training Fees
Loan to Haji Moosa written off
Depreciation of Furniture

Total Expenditure

Management Fund-Deficit as on
April 1922

Management Fund-Surplus as

(Receipts and Disbursements for the year ending 31st March 1923).

Reserve Fund as on 1st April 1922

Grand Total ..

Rs. a. P-
1,975 0 0
1,870 15 0
'306 0 0

4,151 15 0

11,812 4 0

15,964 3 0

ar;

22.726 12 2

Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31st March 1923

Eixpenses :—
Rent Received

By subscription :—

Printing and Stationery
Postage and Telegrams
Salaries and Wages ..
Library Expenses

Depreciation :—

5 per cent. ..
On Library Ac­

„ Balance being excess of Income over
expenditure transferred to Capital

Balance Sheet as at 3Isl March 1923

(Capital Fund :—
As per last Balance

Outstanding Creditors :

Library Deposit Account

Less Depreciation at 5

Library Books
Less Depreciation at 10

Outstanding Debtors :—
For subscription

Co-operative Foundry Shares
Amount paid in excess of Death

ment Benevolent Fund

Fixed Deposit with the
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unanimously recommending Its abolition, It advised 
Government to direct the Tariff Board to examine, at 
the earliest possible moment, the claims of the Indian 
Cotton Mill Industry to protection. The Tariff Board 
has been appointed, but we have yet to learn what 
steps Government is taking to abolish the Cotton 
Excise Tax and protect the Indigenous cotton textile 
Industry from cut-throat foreign competition.

Tariff Valuation of Cotton Goods

While speaking to you on this subject, I am reminded 
of the method adopted by Government in collecting 
excise duty from us. Under the law we are required 
to pay a 3| per cent, ad valorem duty on cotton goods 
produced in our mills. But Government fixes tariff 
valuation once a year for most of the varieties of cloth 
produced in Indian mills. These valuations are 
invariably higher than the market values obtained by 
Ahmedabad Mill cloth. Prices declined further last 
year but, as you know. Government did not then care 
to revise the valuations in spite of representations. It 
has its aim at revenue and more revenue, and is 
exacting higher excise duties from us than prescribed 
by law. We have strong objections to the tax itself, 
and Government has also admitted on more than one 
occasion that the duty is unjust to India. Yet we are 
paying the tax, but is it fair I ask on the part of 
Government to raise its incidence by artificial devices ? 
As you are aware, we have already suggested to Govern­
ment that, till such time as the duty is removed 
altogether, it may be realised at the rate prescribed by 
statute on the actual sales of our mills, after deducting 
a fixed percentage on account of commission, broker­
age and other charges. Assessment on tariff valuation 
may, if desired, be continued at other centres which 
have no grievance against that method, but there is no 
reason why we should be made to pay excessive 
amounts on arbitrary valuations which bear no relation 
to the prices realised for our goods.

Labour Conditions

The altered conditions of the market compelled us 
to review the working costs of our factories in the past 
year, and we found that wages which constitute about 
one-third of the costs in converting cotton to cloth were 
higher in Ahmedabad than anywhere else in the Presi­
dency. Enquiries made by the Bombay Labour Office 
in this connexion proved that, during the period of War, 
wages in Ahmedabad mills had risen by about 121 per 
cent, and in May 1921 they were almost on a par with 
Bombay. Prices of necessities went up a little in the 
end of 1921, and the year was expected to be a fairly 
prosperous one. Hence, when demands were made by 
operatives for further increases, we granted scarcity 
allowances to them. These allowances, however, 
raised the Ahmedabad rates of wages even above those 

prevailing in Bombay mills. In pre-war yearg 
used to be in the proportion of 7: 8 and in the d*’ 
ed state of our industry we naturally requested^^**' 
re-establishment of the long standing ratio betw^^ 
Ahmedabad and Bombay wages. Other indy 
centres in the Presidency paid even less wages tk * 
what we proposed for our operatives. Prices 
necessities were also known to be easier than in 1920^ 
21. But local labour leaders would not come to 
understanding with us over the wage reduction 
tion. Our efforts to obtain a settlement throuok 
arbitration also proved fruitless and the Association 
had to resolve independently on a reduction of 20 
cent, in the wages of the local cotton mill operatives 
Labour leaders thereupon called out a strike which 
continued throughout April and May last. Better 
sense, however, prevailed at last and early in June the 
operatives were persuaded to return to work at g 
reduction of two and a half annas in the rupee. 'The 
strike no doubt inflicted losses on us and privations 
on our workpeople, and I hope its lessons will not be 
lost on either side. I for one still feel that, if labour 
leaders had used a little foresight and tried to under­
stand the position of the industry, they would have 
realised the necessity of a more reasonable and concil­
iatory attitude in the beginning, and it would have 
been possible to compromise on the issue of wage , 
reduction without loss or suffering to anyone. May I 
not hope that the risky experiment will not be tried 
again ? The chief trouble is that labour leaders are 
mere outsiders. Were the officers of the local Labour 
Office drawn from the mill workers themselves, there 
would be less friction and more understanding between 
us and the Labour Office.

Welfare Work

I am afraid the two idle months spent by our 
operatives have brought some of them in the clutches 
of Pathan money-lenders. The latter are notorious 
for their usurious rates of interest and deprive our 
men of some of their hard-earned wages from month to 
month. It is not rare that the men are harassed for the 
recovery of dues, and it would conduce to their content­
ment and give them peace of mind, if we were to 
organise co-operative banks for their benefit, from 
which they might be granted loans of small amounts 
on easy terms. Another grievance complained of by 
operatives is about large increases in house rent. 
I am aware that a fairly large number of workpeople 
are housed in Mill Chawls but it is up to us to look 
to the comforts of all our employees, and I suggest that 
our new Managing Committee should earnestly 
consider the problem and try to find a solution of it 
with the help of our Municipal authorities, where 
necessary.
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Workmen’s Compensation Act

It is usual practice in Ahmedabad mills to com­
pensate workmen who unfortunately suffer injuries 
through accidents for which they are not responsible. 
1 am gratified to note that the Indian Legislature has 
considered it desirable to make the payment of such 
compensation compulsory all over India. Commis­
sioners are now to be appointed under the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act by the Local Governments to 
decide questions of compensation,and I trust Govern­
ment will select, for an industrial centre like Ahmed­
abad, an Official who is conversant with the ways of life 
and habits of our operatives and has a fair knowledge of 
the textile Industry. In my opinion, it is desirable that 
the Commissioner should Invite at least one millowner 
to assist him in his enquiries, whenever occasion 
arises.

Factories Act

The New Factories Act came into operation last 
year and, through the good offices of the Director of 
Industries, we had not to undergo any special Incon­
venience on account of certain sections of the Act. 
We have represented for certain concessions to be 
given to cotton mills, as was the case in the previous 
Act, and I am glad to note that some of our sugges­
tions have been given effect to.

Coal Position

The coal position has been somewhat easy during 
the last year and, though supplies under the rake system 
in force during the year have not been so regular, 
members were able to obtain special supplies on 
representing to the Coal Transport Officer through 
the Association in cases of emergency. Railway 
freight on this important item of the working cost of 
our factories, however, still rules high, and we have 
represented to Government for a reduction in freights 
to the pre-war level and are anxiously awaiting its 
result.

Strike Compensation Scheme

I am sorry that much progress could not be made 
last year in settling claims for compensation under the 
Strike Compensation Scheme. Some cases have been 
investigated, and I understand that this is receiving the 
early attention of your Secretaries...........

In conclusion, I hope that, though the prospect for 
the cotton mill Industry appears to be overcast and 
gloomy, the clouds will soon disperse and disappear 
and that the year which we have just entered will turn 
out to be a prosperous one for our Industry.”

POSTMEN’S CONFERENCE
The first session of the Bombay Provincial 

Postmen’s Conference was held on 8th and 

9th October under the Presidentship of Mr. L. 
DeSa, (retired) Personal Assistant to the 
Postmastci General, Bombay. Mr. H. J. 
Gin walla in the course of his speech as 
Chairman ot the Reception CLommittec said 
they were meeting after recovering from the 
effects of the last postal strike in 1921, the 
largest of its kind in India. The speaker then 
referred to the questions of the pay and housing 
of postmen. A number of resolutions con­
cerning the pay, house rent, pension, service 
and time scales for postmen in Bombay were 
passed. The (Conference also urged the early 
appointment of Advisory Boards at all District 
Headquarters under the Chairmanship of the 
Head Postmaster for the district town.

I

SOCIAL WORKERS’ CONFERENCE

It has been finally decided that the Fourth 
Session of the All India Social Workers’ 
(Conference should be held in Bombay in the 
Vanlta Vishram Hall, Sandhurst Road, 
Girgaum, near the Servants of India Society, 
on the 29th and 30th of November and 1st 
and 2nd of December. About thirty local 
institutions have joined the Executive (Com­
mittee of the (Conference and a number of 
others have agreed to send delegates. Dr. 
Annie Beasant has accepted the invitation of 
the Executive Committee to preside over the 
Conference. A social work exhibition will be 
held along with the Conference where literature 
on social work will be exhibited and demon­
strations about defective children will be. 
displayed. ________

COTTON INDUSTRY CONFERENCE
Great Britain

A Joint Committee of manufacturers’ and 
master cotton spinners’ and operatives ’ re­
presentatives met at Manchester on October 
19th, under the Chairmanship of the Lord 
Mayor, to discuss the situation in the Lan­
cashire cotton Industry. After discussion, 
partly in separate groups of employers and 
employed, lasting over two hours, the joint 
committee which had sat in private adjourned 
until the following week and no official state­
ment was issued. It is understood, however, 
that no satisfactory progress was made. The

/
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Master Cotton Spinners’ Federation, which 
had met previously on 19th October to decide 
the policy to be adopted by their representa­
tives, decided to oppose the idea of setting up 
any Board of Control either under Government 
or industrial auspices, if such board was to be 
invested with coercive or compulsory powers.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
CONFERENCE

Agenda of the Sixth Session

The Sixth Session of the International 
Labour Conference will assemble at Geneva 
on June 24th, 1924. The agenda of this 
Conference will Include questions concerning 
(/) the development of facilities for the utilisa­
tion of workers’ leisure, (2) the equality of 
treatment of national and foreign workers as 
regards workmen's compensation for accidents, 
(i) the weekly suspension of work for twenty- 
four hours in glass manufacturing processes 
where tank surfaces are used and (4) night 
work in bakeries. The International Labour 
Office has addressed a detailed questionnaire 
concerning these questions, together with an 
explanatory statement, to all Member States.

WELFARE WORK IN MILLS
Tata Group of Mills

The following table gives the details of the 
number of persons benefited and the amount 
paid to them as maternity allowance at the 
mills controlled by Messrs. Tata Sons, Ltd., 
during the quarters ended June and September 
1923-

Quartet ended 

lune 1923.
Quarter ended 

September 1923.

feed.

Number! . 

bene- 
filed.

The Ahimdibid Advai 
Mills, bi

The Standerd Mills Co., Ltd.
The Swadeshi Mills Co., Ltd.
The Tala Mills. Ltd., No. 1
The Tata Mills, Ltd.. No. 

(lonnerlj The Bombay Uni 
Milts, bi)

The New Great Eastern Spinning 

Weaving Co., Ltd.. Bombay

According to the Medical Officer’s Report 
of the operatives treated during SeptemLr 
and October 1923 at the Free Dispensary 
attached to the New Great Eastern Spinning 
and Weaving Co., Ltd., Bombay (Agents 
Messrs. W. H. Brady & Co., Ltd.), there were 
651 cases of fresh admissions into the dis- 
pensary in September and 693 cases in Octo- 
ber. These cases together with repetition 
cases amounted to 1,265 in September and 
1,451 in October. The details of the diseases 
and the number of cases treated by the officer 
were as below :—______ ;__________
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mills on this account amounted to no less than 
Rs. 2,41,720 or a loss per employee of 
Rs. 28-8-0. Almost all employees were found 
to take advantage of these concession rates 
for articles of food.

Wages

The following table shows the wages bill of 
the operatives of these mills for the last five 
years:—

Diseases.

Dysentery 
Malaria 
Other fevers 
Rheumatism 
Eyes and ears 
Respiratory system 
Dianhoea 
Dyspepsia 
Liver
Digestive system 
Skin 
Ulcers 
All othei diseases 
Injuries

( Number of Mies 

treated during

. September October

Year.

Average 
number of 
employees 

on rolls.

Amount 
paid during 
the year.

Amount 
per head 

per 
mensem.

Rs. Rs.
1918 8,381 10,91,498 11
1919 8,128 11,26,782 12
1920 8,295 15,60,538 16
1921 8,191 17,83,718 18
1922 8,419 17,58,960 17

21
212
89
29
47

126
49 

145
6

71 
257

19
65 

129

17 
298
96
43
41 

159
53 

139
5

78 
277
20
92 

133

1,451

Injuries apart, the diseases for which lar^ 
numbers of patients were treated are dyspepsia, 
fevers and diseases of the respiratory system and 
skin diseases. Of the total fever patients of 301 
and 394 in September and October, those 
treated for malaria alone amounted to 212 and 
298 respectively.

WELFARE IN THE CENTRAL 
PROVINCES

The Labour Office has received a copy of an 
interesting review of the welfare work carried 
on during the year 1922 in the Empress Mills 
at Nagpur. One of the most important features 
of the welfare work conducted by the mills 
is the maintenance ot cheap grain shops. 
During the year under review, the loss to the 

(Continued on page 27).

1.265

Medical Aid

Free medical help to the employees in the 
mills and also to their relatives was continued 
during the year. The total number of new 
cases treated during the year at the 4 dispen­
saries of the mills was 27,327, while the average 
dally attendance of patients was 217. The 
cost of this scheme was Rs. 40,000. Three 
creches were maintained for the children of 
women employees and these, the Report states,. 
are much appreciated by the operatives.

Primary Education

The average dally attendance at the Primary 
Classes for small boys was 83 during the year, 
while the average dally attendance of half-day 
girl workers who attended classes after working 
hours was seven.

Provident Fund

The number of employees on the rolls of 
the Company’s Provident Fund at the end of 
June 1922 was 2,661, and their contributions 
during the year, at the rate of one anna per rupee 
of wages earned, amounted to Rs. 67,736. 
Contributions by members are repayable to 
them with Interest at 6’0 per cent, per annum 
at any time they cease to be members. The 
Company contributes every year to each 
member’s account an amount equivalent to 
his or her contribution during the year, and 
interest at 6 per cent, is also allowed on this 

H 730-7

amount. A member becomes entitled to this 
contribution only after serving the Company 
for 20 years.

Maternity Benefits

One hundred and fifty-five women operatives 
took advantage of the maternity allowance 
during the year, and sums amounting to 
Rs. 2,836 were paid as benefits. These benefits 
are granted for two months after confinement 
to all women operatives who have put in at 
ledst 11 months’ service in the mills.

Accident Compensation

No case for the grant of compensation to the 
relatives of the employees fatally injured occur­
red during the year under review. The rates 
of compensation sanctioned by the Company 
are Rs. 300 as a minimum and Rs. 1,000 as a 
maximum. Employees seriously Injured are 
allowed half wages during the days of 
absence.

HUMIDITY IN INDIAN COTTON MILLS

Report of an Investigation

On page 30 of the October issue of the 
Labour Gazette a general review of the Report 
on Humidification in Indian Cotton Mills by 
Mr. T. Maloney, M.C., A.M.C.T., late Advis­
er on Humidification to the Government of 
India, was published. In this issue, further 
sections of the Report are dealt with. Section I 
of the Report describes the reasons for the use 
of artificial humidification in the process of 
spinning the cotton fibre into yarn and weaving 
yarn into cloth. The need for sizing the warp 
threads before weaving takes place is also 
referred to in this chapter. The Report 
states “ the real and legitimate function of 
sizing is to bind down the projecting fibres 
on warp threads, and thus bind the yarn to­
gether sufficiently to withstand successfully 
the abrasive action of the reed ”. Continuing, 
the Report points out that, to Increase the weight 
and bulk of cheaper cloths, size is often added 
to warp yarn in quantities greater than neces­
sary for the promotion of good weaving. In 
Ahmedabad, for example, almost the whole of 
the cloths produced are heavily sized, and, in 
many cases, the weight of size added to the warp
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yarn rnay be equal to, or even greater than, 
the weight of the yarn itself. When finished, 
such cloths have a very substantial appearance 
and feel , owing to the large quantities 

of size added, and these types of cloth command 

a ready sale among the poorer classes in certain 

markets. With higher percentages of size 

it has become usual, at any rate, in India to use 
higher percentages of humidity. The necessity 
for a higher degree of atmospheric humidity 
when weaving heavily sized goods might, at 
first glance, be thought unnecessary, if the 
composition of size is reasonable. In this, 

however, opinions are conflicting, and a satis­
factory solution is difficult because of the 
divergent views on the subject. Section II of 
the Report describes in detail the various makes 

of humidifying systems in use in Indian cotton 

mills.

Temperature and General Conditions

Section III deals with the temperature and 
general conditions in Indian cotton mills. To 

obtain an accurate idea, the Report adds, as to 
the temperatures and general conditions in 
Indian mills, hygrometrical readings were faken 
by special observers in the four pi incipal centres 
of the cotton trade in India, viz., Bombay, 
Ahmedabad, Cawnpore and Madras. Special 
rules regarding the care and placing of the 

hygrometers were observed. Readings were 
taken by observers thrice daily; the first 
reading between 7-0 a.m. and 9-0 a.m.; the 
second between 11-0 a.m. and2-0p.m.; and 
the third between 4-0 p.m. and 6-0 p.m., so as 
to ensure an accurate record of the progress of 
temperature throughout the day. In addition 

to hygrometer readings, the observers were also 
responsible for measuring cooling powers by 
means of the Kata-thermometer.

Bombay Temperature Records

Section IV of the Report is one of the most 
interesting sections so far as the mills in 
Bombay City and Island are concerned. It 
discusses the actual temperature and humidity 
records for weaving departments, card rooms, ’ 
blow rooms and spinning rooms. The diff- ' 
erences in construction and method of ventila­
tion of the Bombay mills, shown in Table I 
of the Report, have been taken into considera- 
tlon in arriving at conclusions from the data

collected. The percentage of humidity reqn; 
, for the various processes of manufacture

also indicated in this section. There is 1?^' 

slderable variation in the conditions bet\v°^' 

different mills in the same areas. T’Lls is 
tlally due to the difference in the construction i 
the mills but more particularly to the excessl ° 
use of live steam in not a few instances. **

Weaving Departments

Except during the monsoon, ventilation is 
kept at a minimum in the weaving departments 
of Bombay owing to the difficulty of obtaining 
the requisite humidity, considered necessary 

for weaving purposes by present methods of 
humidification, if air from outside is freely 

admitted into the department. All weaving 
sheds have some arrangement for artificially 

increasing humidity by spraying atomised 
water into the room, and in most mills this is 
supplemented by steam humidification. The 
percentage of humidity used in Bombay 
Weaving Departments, the Report states, 
“ cannot, on the whole, be considered excessive 

for weaving purposes, but, in addition to the 
process, the comfort of the operatives must be 
considered. A humidity of 70 per cent, or 
even 80 per cent, does not seem to be unduly 
uncomfortable to the operatives at tempera­
tures below 85 degrees, dry bulb, and if 
it were possible to maintain a temperature of 
85 degrees, dry bulb and 80 degrees, wet bulb, 
throughout the year, conditions would be satis­
factory both from the point of view of comfort 
of the operative and the requirements of the 
process.” These limits cannot, however, be 
Introduced in most weaving departments, 
except in the cold weather, without very drastic 
alterations in the present methods of ventila­
tion and humidification. Continuing, the 
Report says “at temperatures above 85 degrees, 
dry bulb, the maintenance of the high percent­
age of humidity necessary for weaving has a 
very adverse effect upon physical comfort, 
and it becomes the duty of the management to 
adopt all practical means of keeping tempera­
tures as low as possible, if the physical eflflciency 
of the workman is to be maintained at a rea­
sonably high standard.”

Use of Live Steam
The great objection to the use of live steam 

as a means of humidifying is that it increases
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the wet bulb temperature, but, unlike cold 
water, humidification does not at the same 
time decrease the dry bulb temperature. The 
Report points out that it is indicated, from a 
comparison in mills X and VII, that live steam 
is used to an excessive extent in some Bombay 
mills without a corresponding advantage in 
the degree of humidity from a weaving point 
of view. The annual daily averages show that 
conditions in weaving departments as regards 
comfort compare most unfavourably with 
external conditions; for, not only are the 
average dry bulb temperatures higher but the 
relative humidity is also considerably higher, and 
the effect of this is disastrous to the physical 
comfort of those inside the department.

The Worst Month

The Report establishes the fact that condi­
tions in almost all weaving sheds in Bombay 
mills during the month of May are, as may be 
expected, most trying. The average dry bulb 
temperatures are not usually very much above 

the shade temperatures, but the very high wet 
bulb temperatures in the departments, com­
bined with the stagnation of the atmosphere, 
makes work of a hard physical nature almost 
impossible. The operation of weaving cannot 
be considered arduous, but even so, weavers 
working with scarcely any clothing are con­
stantly bathed in perspiration. This, the 
Report adds, is “ a state which cannot be con­
ducive to health and is certainly detrimental 
to efficiency.”

Conditions in card, blow and spinning rooms 
in Bombay mills will be dealt with in the next 
issue of this Journal.

INDUSTRIAL DISEASES

International Experts at Geneva

An International Committee of Experts on 
Industrial Hygiene, appointed to assist the 
International Labour Office of the League of 
Nations in dealing with questions affecting the 
health of the workers, met at Geneva on 13th, 
14th and 15th September 1923. The Com­
mittee discussed two subjects, namely, (7) 
the protection from the disease of anthrax of 
workers engaged in the handfing of hides and 
sldns and (2) the compilation of a list of the 

principal industrial processes to Ee considered 
as unhealthy.

On the first of these questions the Conunittee 
adopted a resolution to the effect that the most 
effective method of securing the success of 
research into disinfection methods would be 
the constitution of a national committee to work 
under the general direction of the Health 
G)mmlttee of the League of Nations. The 
members might with advantage be appointed 
after consultation between the Health G)m- 
mlttee of the League and the Government 
Departments of each country, which are 
responsible for theadministratlon of the Factory 
Acts.

The Committee also discussed the question 
of unhealthy processes. This problem 
includes not merely the careful examination 
of the dangers to health involved in various 
processes, but the collection and study of all 
the available scientific and statistical informa­
tion relating to each process. A large number 
of recognised experts in various countries have 
already agreed to collaborate in the preparation 
of this list.

UNEMPLOYMENT RELIEF IN GREAT 

BRITAIN

Government’s New Scheme

Sir Montague Barlow, the Minister of 

Labour, speaking in London on 16th October, 

outlined Government’s plans for the relief 
of unemployed. Several railways and other 
private companies had planned schemes for 
road and bridge development. The Great 
Western Railway, for example, contemplated 
a total expenditure of £10 millions, and most 
of the work was being started forthwith. The 

Government had decided to authorise propo­
sals for grants by Lord St. Davids’ Committee 
up to a further £10 millions making £20 
millions in all. Acceleration of Admiralty and 
War Office work and Crown Colony land 
development was also being arranged. These 
new schemes together with the provision for 
export credits and the Trade Facilities Act 
would mean a new expenditure of not less than 
£50 millions.
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ACCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS
Statotcs tor October 1923

The monthly statistics of the acddents in 
lactones and workshops in the Bombay 
Presidency, published on pages 34 and 35 
of this issue, contain details of the acddents 
reported during the month of October in 
Bombay Gty and Island, Ahmedabad, Karachi 
and other centres of the Presldmcy.

During October, in Bombay Gty and Isla^, 
there were in all 165 factory acddents of which 
one was fatal, 5 were serious and the remainder, 
159, minor acddents. Of the total number of 
acddents, 47 or 28 per cent, were due to 
machinery in mobon and 118 or 72 per cent, 
to other causes. As in previous months, by far 
the largest number of acddents occurred in 
workshops, the proportion of acddents In 
different classes of factories being 69* 1 per cent, 
in workshops, 26*6 per cent, in the textile mills 
and 4*3 per cent, in miscellaneous concerns.

In Ahmedabad, there were in all live 
acddents all of which occurred in cotton mills. 
All of these were minor acddents and were due, 
with one exception which was due to other 
causes, to machinery in motion.

In Karachi, there was one aeddent in a 
Railway workshop. The aeddent was a minor 
one and was due to a cause other than machinery 
in motion.

In other centres of the Preside^, the total 
number of acddents was 36 of which four were 
in cotton mills, twenty-dght in workshops and 
four in other industries, Eleven acddents 
were due to machinery in motion and twenty- 
live to other causes. Of these 36 acddents, 
one was serious, one fatal and the rest minor.

PrOSECLTIO.NS

During the month of October, five prosecu­
tions were instituted in Bombay under the 
Indian Factories Act. Four were against a 
cotton mill under section 41 (a) for breach of 
section 26 In respect of employment of four 
doffers. The Manager was convicted and 
fined Rs, 25 in each of the four cases. The 

\ fifth prosecution was against a metal works for 
\ Iveach of section 22 In not observing a weekly 

holiday on a Sunday or a substitute day for 
Sunday. The Manager in this case was con- 

’ victed but no fine was imposed.

NEW BOILER REGULATIONS

The new Indian Boiler Regulations, 
made by the (Governor General in ’c^^y 
have bcCT published in the Gazette rJ 
dated October 27th, 1^ (page 1403). 
new Regulations come into force on I st Jani 
1924 on the commencement of the iJrO' 
Boilers Act of 1923.

LANCASHIRE COTTON INDUSTRY
It was dedded by the General Commit^ 

of the Federation of Master (Cotton Spinn^^ • 
Associahons at their meeting at Manche»tl 
on 23rd October 1923 that the mills cnaa^ 
in the American cotton spinning section shouj^ 
continue the half-time working during tfi#. 
whole of November and that before the erkj 
of the month a ballot of the members in th^ 
American section should be taken on the 
question of further continuance or modificatlorj 
of this anangement.

FACTORY LABOUR IN GREAT 
BRITAIN

According to the Annual Report of the Chief 
Inspector of Factories and Workshops In 
Great Britain for 1922, the total number d 
registered factories in Great Britain increased 
from 135356 in 1921 to 137,858 in 1922. Tie 
number of registered workshops (including 
men’s workshops) declined in the same period 
from 148,2^ to 145,684. ^^Thls tendency for 

an increase in “ factories” and a decline in 
” workshops” has been observed for many 
years and is probably mainly due to the con­
version of workshops into factories through 
the Introduction of electric or other mechanical 
power.

Accidents

The Report contains an interesting section 
on Safety in which it is stated that the tendency 
to think of accidents as being mostly due to 
unfenced machinery is quite erroneous. Acd- 
dents due to machinery are less than a third of 
the total, and the large proportion of these are 
not attributable to the absence of safeguards. 
Machinery acddents, however, probably in­
clude a high proportion of the more serious 
accidents. The following table shows the 
number of acddents reported during 1922,reported during 1922,
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together with the corresponding figures for 
1921 classified by industries :—

AlAcddo* 
(Fatal Fatal
«i».FataL)

1921. ; 1922. I«J.

In addition to the above 73 imUs there are 
97 other mills worked by mechanical power 
and 167 hand looms, for which ddads of 
ownership, capital, looms and spindles are not 
available. ________

Te«tae:-
Codoa 
Voot Voriied

Indurtrio'

S/»-Textik -.—J 
Gxmoioa at Metib.

meUaW Rofin* odk 
•adTobe .VUung ..i 

Foiaxliag 
Railwey and Taroway 

Cimwri, McM aid 
otlier VeUcks ..i 

SkipfaaAbis 
Ot^ NooTcxlfle Io 

diatria ..|
Ooda lod WcrebooM*. 

Baild>a«i«od Ralwayi. 
»derS«tio» 104.106 
ot the Faetonr Ata.. 
1901 „

 i  

Total ..i 92,565--------843

5,463

2J36 
IJ9I

3/429

1,561
1721

Th

TA 
•>

f 21

16
KJ

13,996
5/336

5,»3 
7745

46/(73

7.159

8.SI2
5f,Ti

5//J4
11,447

46770

f,ffn

I
62
30

23
77

411

165

I

i

46
27

T3
120

462

2rzi

951

Other sections of the Report deal with 
industrial diseases, employment, dangerous 
trades, sanitation, mechanical ventilation, light­
ing, humidity, welfare work and particulars of 
wages, A copy of the Report may be seen 
in the Labour Office Library.

COTTON MILLS IN CHINA

The following list showing the ni^ber of 
cotton spinning and weaving mills in China 
worked by mechanical power, the paid up 
capital and the number of looms and spindles 
is of interest;—

Ntanber I Capita]. 
R«.Owner.

Nornberof

nuOi. ! Loomt. Sptodle*.

ACn* owned by the Qmeie .'
1 «

16,49
1
! 8Z)l0 2j57I,95O

Do. J*pane«e . 5 10,66 500 331,964
Do. Brit^ .. 2 34
Da Otbew ..

t
2 471

, ••
63700

Total ..1
73 3270

------H

8.510 I 2357,998

B

LABOUR LEGISLATION IN CHINA
An article reviewing the industrial and labour 

situation in China was wblished on page 34 
of the August issue of the Labour GazdU. 
The recent issue of the Official Bulletin of t^ 
International Labour Office contains details 
of the steps taken by the Chinese Government 
to regulate the hours of employment in industry.

Hours of Work

The Commission appointed the Washing­
ton (Conference of 1919 to consider the applica­
tion of the provisions of the Draft Convention 
concerning hours of work to certain countries, 
amongst which was (China, reported that it was 
not possible for China to conform to Western 
standards at once.

The Commission, however, recommended 
that the Chinese Government should adopt 
the Convention embodying the prindple of 
a 10-hour day or a 60-hour week for adults, 
and an 8-hour day or a 48-hour week for 
employees under the age of 15, and that the 
Convention should also embody the prindple 
of a weekly rest day. The Commission also 
suggested that the 1^'slation should be made 
applicable to all factories employing over 100 
workers.

CCovernment’s Action

In pursuance of the Commission’s recom­
mendation, the Chinese Gwemment have 
issued a decree promulgating the Provi­
sional Factory Regulations which prescribe 
a 10-hour day, apply the provisions of the 
decree to all the factories employing more than 
100 workers, and prescribe an 8^hour day for 
workers under 17. An age limit of 15 years 
and a weekly rest day were recommended by 
the Comnrisslon.

The (Chinese Government have not, however, 
accepted these, but have provided rest periods 
of at least 2 days in the month for adults and 
3 days for male workers under 17 and female 
workers under 18, The employment of boys 
under 10 and of girls under 12 is also prohibited.

il •
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In the case of female workers a rest period of 
three weeks is granted before and after child­
birth. Woman labour is also prohibited in 
certain darrg^ous places. In addition to these 

main provisiotu. the following provisions are 
also made;—Prohibition ol night work (be­
tween 8 p.m. and 4 a.m.) for males under 17 
and (emales under 18; a rest interval of one 
hour per day ; change of shi^ every ten days ; 
increased payments for overtime ; supplement­
ary educaUon at the employers’ expense; 
restriction of empbyment in dangerous or 
unhealthy places ; and the appointment by the 
empbyers of responsible factory manager:. 
These regulahofu came into force in July 
1923, and apply, in addidon to ordinary 
factories, to factories in which the conditions 
are dangerous or unhealthy, even if the minihf 
of employees be under 100, and also to foreign 
factories in China.

population, if we wish Io calculate the aiVirAM4 
required ftet head by the whole populatx>n of » 
allowing for all ages. We may »alely take 200 
as beirrg the average amount required, as the s»I^ 
if any. wifi be on the side of excess. In r»SM 
numbers 10 lbs. of sak per^head per aniwm *4 
utisfy the wants of the r:ooi.''

As against Major Ratton’s 10 11^. the Lah^* 
Office arrived at 12 lbs. per capita 
after a careful analysis of 2.473 workn^ 
class family budgets in the city and islssid 
Bombay. _________
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WORKMEN’ SCOMPENSATION 

Malay States Scheme

The Government of the Federated Malay 
States are considering the introduction of 
legtslation on Workmen ’s Compensation similar 
to the Act recently passed in Inch^

CONSUMPTION OF SALT

In the Labour Gazette for June 1923 an 
article giving the ccnsumption of salt according 
to the working class family budgets collected 
by the Labour Office was published. Rcfa-- 
ence was also made in the same article to the 
views of the Principal Medical aixl Health 
Officer. G I. P. Radway (Dr. J. Cairm, MD.). 
to the ^ect that the consumption of 5 grains 
of salt pe^ head per day (4 lbs. po- head per 
year) has been found to be more than sufficient 
for robust hea-th on a mixed diet. With regard 
to the physioiogical requiremojts d salt, the 
following extract fr-m page 353 of Handbcoic 
of (Zor-.meu 5sit * bv J. J. I_
.VLD,,MGisof mneh imerest:—

I yvaife be "ar-Tiert 60 25(1 srssca ai
-xc asz:. 3. svTy?TSratIoa»arce aBti wS ‘■r^rr^

itatZ5g£anr.r--r Bex it saasE be tsorae it xnac tiaE 
rkw 4 Sa «~arp- se-ratv ZXXS/t it-

r I wnsc be •rat'e oa aeaxx^ of the

RUSSIAN WORKERS’ FAMILY 
BUDGETS

The Indxatrial and Labour Informaiion dat*^ 
the 7th September 1923 gives details regard^ 
the expenditure of 282 manual workers* 
73 salaried employees’ households in Moio>* 
during December 1922, The statistics 
compiled by the Moscow Bureau of Lahoar 
Statistics and refer to 224 marri^ and jlj 
unmarried manual workers and 37 marr^ 
and 16 unmarried salaried employees.

The percentage expenditure on thifer<ae 
groups of the Russian labourer and the Bombay 
worker is given below;—

Percental expenditure in MoaoM and 
Borrbay

(Labourers)

3t,t SUa 1925 .(ur 
die Natioaaf Frcmdeal

Titi _

47'3 56,^ 5*3

12-4 B-l »-» W
23-7 ♦-a 3»-| tn
2-1 2-a 2Fa
ra •-3 1-3 *4
1-3 ar4 2-1

C-4 4-3 17-3 at

wyy SHr« MW MM

statement precedinr dae 
nt that, under the Ka of

Tae sroaH percaitage expendrture tn Boahti 
on dodsns, medxsne and educadon and dke 
lagh percentage on fiqoor, totacco and t5***i»f 
as cotepared witt \foscav are ooticeaUe.
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Total ..

Total, All Factories ..

Nature of accident.

Serious.Fatal.

CU— of Factory*

labour ft

H 730-9

Accident, in Faeforie. during October 1923 
1. Bombay City and Island

ot accidmlt du« lo
N4tur« a£ci<l<nl>

I

II

III

Oan of Factorv.

Tcatde Mill 

Colton Mill* 

Woollen Mills 

Others

Workshope— 

Engineering 

Railway

Others

Miscellaneou

Chemlcai Works 

Flour Mills

Printing Presses

Others

Cotton

1 Textile Mill

Total .

II Miscdlaneous—

Match Factory

TelU, AO Factories

Machinery in 
motion*

Other causes * Paul. Soriou*.

LABOUR

X KaragKI

January 
IO

October
January 

lo 
October 

1923*

1
, 1

October i 
1923.

355

(

30

12 3

' 6

.. 353 33

17 1

100 6

••

19 1

136 j
9

i

2 ..

11 3

15 2

28 5

517 Al

! .IO I October 
October 1923. 

loyt

January 
lo 

October 
1923.

October 
1923*

Minor.

January 
! to
' October 
j 1923.

October 
1923.

420 38

15 3

10 ••

445 41

124 7

773 lot

4

27 4

928 112

5

3 . e

11 3

25 3

44 6

1,417 159

January 
to 

Ociobet

2. Ahmedabad

January 
to

October 
1923.

No. of accidents due to

Machinery in 
motion.

Other causes.

January 
to 

October 
193.

October 
193.

January 
to 

Oct^ier 
193.

October 
* 193.

44 4 8 I

44 4 8 1

1 ,.

1 •• •• *•

45 4 8 1

October 
1923.

October 
193.

January 
to 

October 
193.

17

•• 17

..

•• ••

17

January 
to

October

Minor.

January 
to 

October 
193.

October 
193.

34 5

34 5

1
1

1

35 5

* Mainly bums, scalds, falls, cuts, shocks, flying pieces of metal, falling of heavy weights, etc.

Total No. of 
accidents.

Textile MiH'- 

Q^on Mi^* 

CoitooP^ 

Olhera

Workshops—

Railway

tioo Works

Others

Nfiscellaneou 

Gin Factory

Paint Works

Others

Toul ..

Total, All Factories ..

___ . _____________________________________________________________________ ftetotfU

**
■ 1

i

i«J. 3

1

laMT* 
ta

IW
_____

Qca-Ui 
wa

______

liainn 
to

ObUw 
ita.

na

lanmrt

i

to

t«a

1

iia

1 1 7 a 1 M 1
4 1 4 5

15 1 •• •• • » 1 41 1

1 1 . .. 2
—— — -------  -

1 •• *• • • 1 J

k> 1 •• 9 « . 4)
1 1

4. Other Centres

of aecid«nt« due lo hUturaJ

Machinery to 
motion.

January 
to

October 
1923.

October
1923.

January 
to 

October 
1923.

October
19a.

1
January 

to
October 

j 193.

Oetabar
193.

Jaausry 
I® J

October
193.

35

3

3 21

2

1

1

2

1

-

1
” i

38 3 24 1 3 ••
13

24 4 156 23 .. ••
4

4
5 ••

1 ••
2

4 1 13 -•
3 1 1

32
174 23 4 1 2

4
2 ., 1

1

••
3

1 •• ••
1

6 3 3 1 1

11 3 5 1 3 ••
4

81 11 203 25 10 1 24

Jaiwry 
la

Otoebv



Turdal

Cnwnpore (brown)

While

Wholesale Market Prices

Grade.
Hate per

GAZETTE

in Bombay (Foods)

July 1914.
Oclolxir Sqiteinb

LABOUR GAZETO

Wholesale Market Prices in Bombay (Non-foods)

Grndo. Halo ptr July 1914. (kloliCT

c'erni/s— 
Rice 
\\he.it 

IXc

{owaii 
Urlcy 

Bajii 
Pb/ks— 

Gram 
Tunlal 

5apir— 
bugaf 
Do.

Raw (Gul) 

Turmeric

I
i
I
I
I
I

! Rangoon

Rs. a. p.

.,' Kangoon Sinall- 

Pclhi No. I . 
Khaiidwa beoni 
luhbulporo 
kangoon

J Ghali

. I .
Cawi'po’^^

Mauritius No. I 

I java white 

.j Sangli

,; Rajapuri 
, j Deshi
.j Bombay (black)

: Punjab yello'vU-nl «>«)

Md. 
Cwt. 
Candy

Cwl.

Expressed as percentages of July 1914 

Prices in July 1914—100

1
Cenalr— 

Rice 
Vllieat 
Do.

Jowari

. 1 Rangoon Small-mill 
;; Delhi No. 1

., Khandwa Seoni 
jubbulpore 
Rangoon

Barley 
Bajri

.. i Ghab

ATcrafc—Pulses

i

i

.| Punjab yellow (2nd sori)

>1 Cawnpore

I
•i

iUwlCoI)

Asesacc—Sufai

Asefsge—Olbcs load

Aww AB food

100
100
100

129

178

124
118
150

127
116

Mauritius No. I 
..; java white 
.. Sangli

.. Rijapuri 

.. Delhi
Bombay (black)

iJnscoo 
RapcBcWl

Avcrngc-Oil»ecd»

r allies—[A-'--

Broach
Oomra 
Dharwar 
Khandesh
Bengal

Average—Cot Ion raw

(A) Collon manufnclurei 

Twist
Grey shirtings
White mulls 

Shirtings 
Long cloth 
Chudders

Average—Cotton manufactures

Average—T extiles-Colton

Good
Fully ?ood 
Snw-ginned 
Machine ginned 

Do.

40S
Fori 2.000
0.000 , 
Liepman a 1.500
Local made 36* X 37i yds.

54'X6 yds.

Expressed as percentages 0/ July 1914

Prices in July 1914 = 100

Bold
Cnwnpore (brown; 

Do.
While

....

• Good
• Fully good
• Saw-ginned
. Machine ginned 

Do.

40S
1 ari. 2.000

Lfepman’s 1.500

Local made 36 X37J yds... 

54' X 6 yds.

file://he.it


I 
J

Mrfob-
Copper brmen 

Iron han 
Stedhoopa 
CflnBOcd sheets 

rmpbtes

Ava»ge—

01Mltooi-S«B

8 730-10

Java white 
brown

> Prices in Bombay (Non4ood.)-con/,'nueJ 
Wholesale Marketer----------

OAaitatiio-
S3k
Do.’ 

/Wa-<»*•-
Do. BufUo 

SbBS.Coat

Ollart^»
CoU 
Do. 
kooKOe 

Do-

OAerlaties—

ttdes-Cow 
Do. Bi^lo 

Skis, Gob

I \BOUR

^Vj^lesale Market Price* in Karachi (Food*)

Cantoo No. 5 

Neni®

, Bcngd 
Impon 
Elephant brand 
Chester brand

rjuKM No. 5 
.. Ninbn

Atum*- ■ ■

Mda£r-
Ogsps bnzien 

Iran bars 
Steel hoops 
Calmdzeii sheets 

TmplBes

Annge—Mdab ..

Toiil-Food 
TatJ-SoB-faod

CoiailAmge ..

Imparted 
FL^J»iit bnnd 
□mBct bnod

Octotw 1922. S«pt, I92J

Rs. a. p-

5 4 0

Rs. a. p.

5 8 0 5 8 0
i. 17 12 0 30 8 0 30 8 0

1 2 6 1 1 9 1 15 1
113 0 113 ' 1 7 ' 14 a
14 0 2 3 4 , 2 3 8 5*«

60 8 0 78 0 0 8 0 ,
4 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0
7 12 0 14 12 0 13 12 0 15 • J

9 0 0 16 0 0 16 8 0
” 8 12 0 19 0 0 17 8 0 $12 •

■* • 4

14 12 0 25 8 0 24 10 0
19 II 6 i 33 13 3 27 1 9
4 6 0 7 10 6 6 15 6

" 5 2 0 10 3 0 9 8 0 i

;of Jtily 1914

4=100

100 IOS 105
100 1 172 172 IOS

172

100 139 139
135

100 96 168
i 100 63 102 . 1<6

!
177 178 58

236

100 112 149 153

! 100 129 125 U4
■ 100 200 200 300
! 100 190 177 1%
> 100 178 183 Itt

100 217 200 206

100 183 ■ 177 178

100 < 173 » 167 167
100 172 138 M3
100 175 159 I»
100 199 185 , IS

100 ■ 180
f

162 169

100 178 i 182 IS
100 j 172 174 i

I
175

100 : 174
J

177 179

twrlcr
" n%airt.

Qnahtjr

J«»a. "*»«*«

C-4» .. » S • » a a # ft i
31 8 a 43 4 a B u a e t 

il (2

- 31 4 a 42 12 a Baa u a

- U • k 44 a a 34 U 6 BM
, .. n 4 9 44 a a 34 a 1 •5 a
- Ji a • a a a 24 a a }t t
- Tk a a 34 a a 23 a a M t

- .. n a a 38 a a * a a A 1

Cm. 9 2 a 21 7 a 2112 a 22 3
8 1 6 2k 12 a

Benpl . 2 2 a 1 M 6 214 a 2M

Expressed as percentages

Prices in July 1914=100

1 No. 3
WO

white 30% red-
5 % barley. 3% <£rt WO

red 

white 
red

92% red.
.. 2%bar^-H%fc 

Export Qoafity 
3%dirt

100
100
100
100

100
100

235
256

238

100 246 238

100 78 137



Maund 
Catxly3 ‘\, admixlute

9 % admixture ..

1

Kerosene

manuiac-

'’‘^rBr.xlers 

^IB«s 

Plates

Other taw and mam

labour
LABOUR

Article.

Oilseeds— 
Colton seed 

Kapeared 
Gingelly

Textiles— 
Jute bags—

Textile—Cotton- 
la) Colton, raw 
()) Colton ntanulacluies 

Drills 
Shirting 
Yams

Other Textiles— 
Wool

Oilseeds— 
Cotton seed 
Rapeseed 
Gingelly

.Atenge—Oilseeds

Textiles— 
Jute bags

Textiles—Cotton— 
(a) Cotton, taw

(h) Cotton manuiactutes— 
Drills 
Sbitdings 
Yams

Whole«le Market Price, in Karachi (Nonfood.)

Cncie. Kale per July 1914.
October 

1922. "^92:^

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. R..». p.

^bdeeale Market Price, in Karachi iNoo-Food.t ,___

I

B, Twill. too bags

Ste**?"-,, BraM*"

Sind

,P^perill , .. 

.. Lieprrrann s ..
,, 40s. Grey (Plough)

,,j Kandahar ..

. ■ Maund

Maund

Expressed as percentage of July 1914

Price in July 1914 = 100

.. 3 % admixture
,. Blai, 9 % admixture

.. Twills

.. ^nd

.. Pepperill 

.. Liepmann’s 
,. 40s. Grey (Plougfa)

Aserage—Cotteo manrrfaftiiTye .,

Asersge—Texdes—Cotton

Otker Tertika—^Wool

100 148 139
100 127 119 136
100 129 135 IIS

135

100 135 131
129

100 125 125

100 168 245

100 2(6 S7
100 252 257
100 ....

100 229 257

100 208 253

Hitle* <1'’

Aeerage-Hide.

Awraec-Mctab

Grade. Rata pcs July I9IA OuaU mt •' -

- 193

Ra. a. p. Ra- a. p !

Sind *• Maund 21 4 0 12 B 0
12 B 0

» a B 
D a t

P»«»*b
• • •• 21 4 U J* • •

•’ a B

i
Cwt. 00 B 0

3 14 0
79 0 0
7 U 0

n a B
1 4 0

’i • • 
t 4 a
• 4 a

i

I
4 6 0 9 0 0

1st Class Bengal .. Ten 16 0 0 35 0 0 35 a a1 Chester Brand Case 5 2 0 10 1 0 35 0 a
Elephant ,. .. j!lm> 4 7 0 7 B 6 6 11 »

* 6 B
6 It 6

Expressal tu percentages of July 1914

Prices in July 1914 = 100

I Puniab

I Pictured Utlw ■“
1st (Zlaas Bengal 
Chester Brand

Elec^kADt W

100 59
100 59

100 59

100 131
100 : 200
100 206

---------- ------------- ■—

100 179

------ —

100 219
too , 196
100 t 170

100 , 195

.— i

100 ' 147
100

!
154

100 151



iaimhik \ GAZETTE

1

LABOUR

iiidox numbers in Bombay by groups 

in July 1914 - 100
of Artidc* of food I'o

Raw 

cuttun.

Colton 
manu- 

(acturea.

Othej 

'•*an<| 
,>»>anu-
wurej 

I "‘Kies.

T«m

IJ • « 15 14 ♦ 17 12 5 ! » 4 7 H > -

M « r M • t 12 IS J ; M • • M • i

Lh • DM • D 4 1 9 « 12 a 6 la a

Mas^ • ' 4 J » J 1 J s s a ' «*• 5 4 t a

• 7 • • * W • 1 • ■■ • « • • t

• D 1 • 12 • • M A , • M •f • fl 4

' *
D ♦ «j • • • M M • • 11 >

4'
la a a

*4 1 ir 72 II B ■ 14 2 : IB • • t B4 1 a

M * J' » 2 » II t Mj 12 4 II S li

7 2’1 S t S • t S 4 2

2B * I » M • » • • , > M B a 1 1
I

type indicate the highest peak reached above the peak of 1920 which is also shown in heavy

RetaJ piices of ailicles of food in Bombay in July 1914, September and October 1923
TAe pnees quoted are for local weights and measures

Cntir,
September

Increase (+) „ dec,.,^ 

(—) in October 1923 
October over or below

) Seer by weight

Seer by measure 
.. by weight

■ 730-11



ii3
1

>Qa^

nOaA.

•"I A«4

193

c

OrtaUi 
?

44

CaHBtrr

LABOt'K j ^AGAiCTTE

(
6te*- J, s..

(Va*M
SkaiM 
SAw

to HI la) 9. i4U .'4 UH

m r.v K»' lUl
« iUk tiU 47« 142 i2i itU iUT

lU Ito IM 124 121
»« 14 Mi Ito 141
Ito IM ITS MT Ito
» Ito IM IM KS
M 1 to X» 212 294 223
2to 14* Ito Ito IM
»« Ito 154 III . M9
JM lU lU Ito Ito

Ito :4a Ito Ito IM iM
Ito Ito Mt \n 141
Ito IM I6> ITS 139
JU IM M4 in IM 127
Ito 142 MS 177 139
ito Ito MS ITS IM
Iw) IC M7 174 140 129
Ito 141 IM ITS IM
ns Ito Ito 172 147
IM 113 171 171 141 IM
192 Ito 149 173 IS7
Ito Ito 171 174 IS6
Ito Ito 174 174 133 "1*

m Ito IM IM 134
Ito 135 187 177 129
192 Ito Ito 123 ’124
.. 1 .. 120

lABCXJI

n* 
I* >

1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919 
1930
1921
1922

Na. «f Mtickt. 

Arcncc

•«
December 17t> 3ft9
March 163 350
April 
Mv

161
160

3M
348

June 161 356
JuV 163 360
.August 163 360
September 163 364
October 169 385
November 170 408
December 1» 407
Januan 
rebruan

178
181

434
474

March 186 482
.April 187 480
May 181 474
June 180 484
July 175 i 504
.August 173 ' 529

(4)
4>c<Bcr>
Udi (3)

Nur*!,. Sweden. Denmark. CaMKia,

77 .• 93 47 33 272

IO) 100 («) 100 100 100
105 105 100 116 100
142 145 159 145 138 109
153 222 (d)233 185 164 134
179 286 341 244 228 175
217 392 345 339 293 205
415 297 322 330 294 216

1.486 281 xn 347 246
3.487 165 269 172 188 170
5.433 161 240 164 178 166
6455 162 236 165 177 1 166
6.458 165 231 164 179 167
7.030 167 230 164 180 165

10.039 162 B2 165 180 166
17.985 155 22J 163 178 164
27.419 153 225 158 176 163
56,600 136 221 155 180 162

115.100 158 221 154 182 164
147.48) 158 220 155 181 163
278.500 159 220 156 192 165
538.4^) 158 224 158 199 106
488.800 164 229 162 200 167
521.200 163 231 159 204 168
817.000 233 158 202 169

1.938500 230 160 207 167
7,478,700
94.404,100 1

233 
. 231

157
160

207
202

166
164

I
.. 135 203 163

Unitod Stale, J

139
141

131
150

in 
in

•i^l<>14=l(». (a)NewindexnunieR. (4) Revised J«uws, (c) Average D«-1913 to June 1914= lOO, (<ij The <rom 191^19 «

for December, (e) Febtuirv- 1913 = lOOL NoTC.—The absohile and secondin' m»xm« are indiated in heavier type. (1) btatut. W tmeoauit. 
® z i\ [h  J _ a    _ fc raL\ T9   .... T T 4*^—I



I.AIX’'"’
Nr,y

............................................... .....

U lU fhu

(^miil nt Niiiiiliiif,

11

11

I»

I«

i

Boinhay

Mmii'Ii "I

Ahmednbad

M'liilli III SnilBiiilii’f.

I

t

I

6,Z/»

l,4M

Ul/lllt 
HK'I'I')

iAlftK!

(1)1)11)

KTa wi»h ’’f **''

81,18 
\3h2
Bl

1.317

8fm 
(/a\ 

n

t/Ml 
8gn 
Ml

M4i* 
•J25 

7M 
5jr

2532

2
41 A«
54M

wm in>»; IIOU MUM

44jV7 «.«4

rm

(mill)

,5(W

(IKHI)

io,r/»
7,«W 

rv) 
IIH 

1

HH,45lt 
4'3,21)1

3,145 
516 
164

H2,')4I) 
50.01'3 

3,0)11
575 

12

47'''

47,'310 
i.nn 
(iu,

14

2i,W) l7/,5(n 171,76/) I'Z3,5I4

I.IW 
13,763 
22.'^)H

Six Hio(illi« Kiidcd

1922 1'323

()XXJ)

772 616
17,401 12,324
24,426, 14/144

3,1)14 1,720
33H

t ! t t

374
1

46,121 2937'3

(inn^ fot»l

iJtuni/ti'fn.

C.iff «nil bl««hi«d p!«W'»od»—

Cbitdiliir* 
bhiili* 
iJnIli amJ )«n' 
CanihriL* an/J lawni 

Pririlart 
,SkirlinKt and li/nx tliXn , 
I , f Mfi, domaalica, and akc«lin(t 

Tant ilnlk 
(Jiker aorta

II 730-12

I

1921

Bombay Itland

(IM)

Pi/undt

»•

tt

1,349
1439

6J49 
ff78

l,%0 i

•ihV) 
llJlf) 
ijif) 

395 
77

bm

-i3fh

34,401 
5436 

401 
5/03

10435 
4/«0

KJ
54 

31/45

7,744

65J66 64/<79



'923

"XlJoo

Ahmedabad

Six months ended SeptemberMonth of September.

1922192119231922 19231921

36.968 27.14640.7028.028

680

2-
3033539.470

8.7204.9088,339

8
3

1

455

4
9

2A51

3

5

329

1
9

2,643

11
41

3327

1

19

1

The following table shows the trade union 
percentage of unemployed month by month 
since the year 1913 ;—

Trade Union Unemployment Percentages.

(000)

,p3
'1103 

135

1371

7.871 1

Month of September.

LABOUR GAZETTE

Detailed statement of the quantity (in pounds) and description of woven goods produced 

Bombay Island—continued

Nov

Nov.. 1923 LABOUR GAZETTE

Six months ended SeptemJ^

Description.

1921 1922 1923
| 1921 1922

Coloured piece-goods Pounds
Grey and coloured goods, other than 

piece-goods
Hosiery ..
Miscellaneous .
Cotton goods mixed with silk or wool .,

(000)

7,392

184 
9

141
4

(000)

6,923

189 
7

149
2

(000)

6,738

167
8

126
10

(000)

37,765

969 
53

554 
n

(000)

33.202

1,156
49

578
40

Grand Total 19,185 17,318 19,414 109,412 100.391

CURRENT NOTES FROM ABROAD
(These notes are drawn from numerous official and in 

some cases non-official sources. Special indebtedness is 
acknowledged to the International Labour Office, Geneva. 
Care is taken to examine and check as far as possible all 
ttatements, especially those from newspaper cuttings.)

United Kingdom.—The following table 
shows the average percentage Increase, as com­
pared with July 1914, for all items included 
in the statistics of the cost of living of a working 
class family since January 1918:—

Average Percentage increase since July 1914.
All items (food, rent, clothing, fuel and light, etc.)

Description.

Grey and bleached piece-goods—

Chudders Pounds
Dhotis
Drills and jeans ,,
Cambrics and lawns „
Printers ,,
Shirtings and long cloth .,
T. cloth, domestics, and sheetings ,,
Tent cloth
Other sorts

Total „

Coloured piece-goods
Grey and coloured goods other than 

piece-goods
Hosiery 
Miscellaneous
Cotton goods mixed with silk or

Grand Total ,.

i

(000)

447
4.261 

16
9

248
2.278

257 
5

350

(000)

513
2.218

6
2

200
1.192

144
2

290

(000)

734
4.220

14
2

336
2.125

181
22

394

(000)

2,793
20.158

117
150

1.441 
10,094 

939
8

1,268

! 1918. 1919. 1920 1921. 1922. 1923.

per per per p« per per
cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent.

JasMtary 1 St 85—90 120 125 165 92 78

February •• 90 120 130 151 88 77

March .. 90 115 130 141 86 76

April s. 90-95 no 132 133 82 74

Mm 95—100 105 141 128 81 70

June •• 100 105 150 119 80 69

July 100—105 105—110 152 119 84 69

August «• 110 115 155 122 81 71

September no 115 161 120 79 73

Octot« .. 115—120 120 164 no 78 75

November 120—125 125 176 103 80

December •» 120 125 169 99 80

i 1913.
1917. 1918. 1919.

I 1920. 1921. 1922. 1923.

End of—

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

per 
cent.

January 2-2 0’3 i-o 2’4 2’9 6’9 16-8 13’7

February 20 0’3 0-9 2’8 1’6 8’5 16-3 13-1

March 1'9 0'3 1'2 2’9 1’1 10’0 16-3 12-3

April 1'7 0'3 09 2’8 0’9 17-6- 17-0 11-3

May 1’9 0'4 0'9 2’1 II 22’2’ 16-4 11-3

Jun. 1'9 0-4 0-7 1’7 fi 23’I • 15-7 III

July 1-9 0'4 0-6 2’0 1’4 16’7 16-6 111

August 2-0 05 0-5 2’2 1’6 16’3 14’4 11-4

September 2’3 1-3 0-5 1’6 2’2 14’8 14’6 11’3

October 2-2 11 0’4 2’4 5’3* 15-6 140

November 20 II 0’5 2’9 3’7 15-9 14-2

December 2-6 1’4 1’2 3’2 6’0 16’5 14’0

The Labour Press Service of 20th Scplcmbcr 
1923, quoting the report of the Chief Registrar 

of Friendly Societies, just issued as a Blue 
Book, states that trade depression in 1921 cost 
registered trade unions no less than £7,500,006 
in unemployment benefit beyond the amount 

recovered from the Ministry of Labour under 

the State insurance scheme. The expenditure 

of this enormous sum has no parallel in trade 

union history, and was only made possible by 
the savings effected during the war years and 

additional levies on the members. But for 
these, the accumulated funds of the Unions 

could not have stood the strain.

Australia.—The Arbitration Court of West­

ern Australia, after a protracted hearing, made 

its award constituting a forty-eight hour week 
in place of a forty-four hour week worked by 
Government artisan employees. The men of 
the Water Supply Department opposed the 
decision of the Court and struck work at the 

end of September. This resulted in a serious 
position in the mines of the Kalgoorlie district 
causing them to cease production and throwing 
out of work all but a few men required for the 
maintenance of the mines. The firewood 

companies supplying fuel to the mines were 
also notified that no more fuel would be 
required until further notice, with the result 

that workers engaged in this Industry were 
similarly thrown out of employment. The 

metropolitan area of Perth was not affected, 
but a serious shortage of water was threatened 
at Kalgoorlie where water supplies for only 

a month were available.
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I. Within the weh seat on, fhe whiter hhe chart, the better hhe season. Red areas indie ate defirieni.and 8kch area:, excessn-e rai.is, 

7. Excess More than lEO per cenh of the normal>
Normal 80' 120per cent of the normal.
Fair 40- 79pft cent of the normal.
Scant-e Less rhan per cent of hhe normal. , j-h-uNormals for Divisions are means of Normals of reporting stations excluding hdi station..

The Daily Weather Report gives rhe complete hst of stations. , at rhe Monsoon
3 The eigzag lines give the approximate dates of the normal annual . Le'terina outside

and are based on information supplied by the Direct ar-General of Observatories, celteiing oursiae 
the green lines is omitted as rainfall in these places ts "py'i^auarei ana "he secjrd
Within the green lines (ie the Monsoon) the third successive and following Pi squares ana ne sec 
successive and following ”5"squares are hatched. . . above thr fair

4 >?»• the Monsoon is of little or no importance m Sind, both • he nse / ;fs, chr First vreek
irriffoting level and the rainfall are shown. The da/e of the normal nse is m the First
of dune and of the normal fall the last week ot Septemosr.
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