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THE MONTH IN BRIEF

Employment

uring the month ended 15th June 1923
the supply of labour in the Presidency
excluding Bombay City and Island was plenti-
ful. In Bombay, however, 15 out of 50 report-
ing mills report a shortage of labour. In other
Industries in Bombay City, the supply of
labour was adequate. The average absenteeism
in 50 representative mills in Bombay, for which
reports have been received, was 18'38 per cent,
as compared with 19'4 per cent, in the previous
month and 18'8 per cent, two months ago.
Absenteeism was reported to be highest in
spinning departments and lowest in weaving
departments during the month under review.
Theaverage absenteeism in the mills in Bombay
City, for which returns have been received, rose
from 18'45 per cent, to 23’38 per cent, after the
monthly pay-day which was on the 15th instant
in most mills. This is a considerable improve-
ment on the figures for the preceding month
when absenteeism for the same period rose

from 20'5 per cent, to 34’3 per cent.

No report of absenteeism has been received
from Ahmedabad owing to the abnormal
conditions in this centre as a result of the general
strike which continued until the 4th June.
It is reported that owing to the delay of
the monsoon in Guzerat, labour is returning
to the mills in fairly large numbers. In
Sholapur all the mills report an adequate
supply of labour. The average absenteeism
in these mills showed a marked Improvement
to 16’81 per cent, in the month under review
as compared with 22703 in the previous month.
The supply of water in Sholapur is a matter
of anxiety, and some mills may even have to
close at the end of July, unless the monsoon
is plentiful before that date. In Broach the
supply of labour was, as in the two previous
months, adequate and normal. Absenteeism,
however. Increased, the figure being 10'31 per

cent, in the present month as compared with
7’43 during the previous month. In Surat
the supply of labour was more abundant than
in the immediately preceding month. The
average absenteeism was 6°70 per cent, as
compared with 7'33 per cent., the figure for the
previous month.

In the Engineering Industry In Bombay the
supply of skilled and unskilled labour was
generally adequate.  Reports show that at the.
moment there is plenty of labour of all types
available in Bombay. Coolie labour, however,
is reported to be very unstable as this type of
labour does not remain for any considerable
period at the same workshop. The average
absenteeism in engineering workshops (based
on the returns from three large workshops)
showed a further slight decrease from 18'95
per cent, in the last month to 18'16 per cent,
in the month under review. On the Marine
Lines and Colaba Reclamation Schemes of the
Development Directorate the average absen-
teeism remained at the level of the previous
month, viz., 4'5 per cent. On the construc-
tion of chawls (tenements) at Naigaum and
DelL.isle Road, also, absenteeism again remained
at the level of the previous month, viz., 3 per
cent. The attendance of labour at these places
appears to be more regular than the labour
employed in mills in Bombay. At Worli, on
the construction of chawls, absenteeism showed
a decrease from 8 per cent, in the last month
to 6 per cent, in the present month. This
decrease w'as stated to be dueto thework of the
building of these chawls having been put in full
swing by the contractors. The supply of un-
skilled labour employed by the Bombay Port
Trust was equal to the demand. The average
absenteeism was 17'54 per cent, compared with
18'9 per cent., the figure for the preceding
month. In the Chief Engineer's Department
of the Bombay Port Trust, the supply of labour
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was adequate. The percentage absenteeism,
however, Increased from 8 per cent, in the last
month to 12 per cent, in the present month.
This Increase was stated to be due to sickness.
In Karachi, the supply of skilled labour
employed in the Engineering workshop of the
Port Trust was again plentiful while that of
unskilled labour continued to be in excess.
The average absenteeism based on the attend-
ance of monthly paid workers of whom a record
is kept remained at the level of the previous
month, viz., 7 per cent.

The Cost of Living

In May 1923 the cost of living, as described
elsewhere in the Labour Gazette, was approxi-
mately 2 points below the level of the preceding
month. The average level of retail prices of all
the commodities taken into account in the cost
of living indexfor the City and Island of Bombay
(100 represents the level of July 1914) was 153
for all articles and 148 for food articles only.
There is a fall of 6 per cent, as compared with
this time last year and a fall of 21 per cent,
below the high-water mark (October 1920).

The articles have been given the relative
importance which each bears to the aggregate
expenditure. No allowance is made for any
change in the standard of living because an index
number purporting to combine movements
in prices with movements in consumption
would present great difficulties in construc-
tion, Interpretation and application. More-
over, such an Index would not be materially
different from a simple index of the general
movement of prices in the case of the working
classes. A further reference to the cost of
living Index will be found on page 7.

The Wholesale Index Number

In May 1923, the general level of wholesale
prices In Bombay, as shown by the index
number, remained stationary, a fall in non-food
articles being counterbalanced by a rise in food
articles as a whole. There was, however, an
appreciable fall in food grains—cereals and
pulses. The general level is now 75 per cent,
above the pre-war level. The movement by
groups will be found on page 10 in the article
on wholesale prices In May. The fluctuations
in the price or foods, non-foods and all articles
will be seen in the following table .—

GAZETTE

Increase per cent, over jyly 1914,

January February March April

1923, 1923. 1923. Ma,
1923 a3,
Food* 73 67 79 74
Non-food* .. 79 75 76 76 [
All articles .. 77 72 7 75 [

75

The number of industrial disputes decreased
from 14 in April to 10 during May. The
number of disputes involving stoppage of work
as beginning in May was 5. During May
44,734 workpeople were involved as compared
with 50,507 in the previous month and 15205
in May 1922. The aggregate duration of all
disputes during May 1923 was about 1,170,000
working days as compared with 1,111,000 in
April 1923 and 55,000 in May 1922. The
Ahmedabad strike was in progress during the
month under review, and this is largely res-
ponsible for the large time loss during the
month.  An article on this strike will be found
on page 23 of this issue.

Cotton Mill Production

The main features of the cotton mill pro-
duction during April were (1) a large decrease,
owing to the strike, in yarn and woven goodsin
Ahmedabad during April 1923 as compared
with corresponding months of the two previous
years; and (2) a slight decrease in yarn and
woven goods in Bombay city and island in April
1923 as compared with the corresponding
months of the two previous years.

Million* of Ibe. O";“‘:'I'O"V’; ;go'gz
f .
of yam spun produced.
- April. April.

1921 1922 1923 1921 1922 193

Bombay Island 28 27 26 19 16 15
Ahmedabad 7 7 1 10 7 4
Other centre* 4 5 4 2 2 3

Total, Presidency ., 39 39 31 31 25 2

The Bombay Millowners’ Association quota-

end of May 1922 and April and
May 1923 are as follows

@ ow
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June, 1923
L}
------ Net rate per Ib. in anna*.
May April May
1922. 1923. 1923.
Longdoth 26i 21 20J
T. Cloths 23 19
Chudders 24 19J 19

The piece-goods market at the end of
was dull, the upcountry buyers being unwilling
to replenish their stocks. The market for
local mill-cloth was also sluggish, as in the
previous month.

The Outlook

The official monsoon forecast is far from
discouraging. The monsoon in this Presi-
dency was considerably delayed in June. The
total-rainfall in the Peninsula is likely to
be in small excess, and this condition is
expected to obtain in Mysore and Malabar.
For Northern India and Burma no forecast
can be issued. The gross imports of gold Into
India on private account amounted to no less
than 42°9 per cent, of the world’s production
in 1922 and of silver 40’75 per cent. These
large percentages may be even exceeded in the
coming year if trade continues in an upward
direction. In Great Britain the output both
of pig iron and steel, according to the National
Federation of Iron and Steel Manufacturers, for
March continued steadily to increase and this
enabled the Industry to find employment for
more of its workers. The Chancellor of the
Exchequer in his budget speech mentioned as a
sign of improving trade, the fact that, whereas
withdrawals from the Post Office Savings Banks
exceeded deposits in the first quarter of 1922,
deposits exceeded withdrawals by £1,300,000
in the correspondin? period of the present year.
The political instability, however, in Europe—
especially In the Ruhr and in the south-east
of the continent—Ileaves the export trade
of Great Britain erratic. The home trade,
too, leaves much to be desired. The number
of British unemployed during the week ending
June 4th was 1.187,000, a decrease of 36,000
as compared with the previous week. In Ger-
many, it Is stated the financial experts of the
Government are considering a further attempt
to support the mark. Germany’s trade balance
remains unfavourable and the demands for

H
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foreign exchange to pay for the excess of imports
show no sign of decreasing. In the circum-
stances it would appear that such an attempt
artificially to arrestthe fall of the mark is doomed
to failure. In the United States, according
to cable information received by the Acting
American Trade Commissioner. Calcutta,
production continues exceptionally high and
wages continue to advance, due to scarcity
of labour. Production at the moment is the
highest ever known and there Is a reassuring
attitude of caution which is expected to prevent
a recurrence of the 1920 boom.

The Balance of Trade

During May 1923, the visible balance of
trade Including securities in favour of India
amounted to 7,27 lakhs. The corresponding
figures for 1922 was an adverse balance of 4,62
lakhs™ The trade figures for the last six
months for India and Bombayand Karachi
given below.—

India

In lakhs of ruDoei

December January February ‘March — aprjj May
1922 1923 | 1923 1923 1923 1925
Export* (private mer- 2730  29.45 3160 3263 30,68 30,00
chandise).
Imports  do. 1930 2138 1937 1834 21,10 17,28
) J+14.09
Balan* of Trade in -t- 8.60 +8.07 + 1233 +9,58 + 10,72
merchandise.
Balance of transactions — 343 -6.42 —1078 -7.19 -7,97 -4.53
in treasure (private).
Visible balance of
trade  incIndiiif b 532 +94 -32 +746 +237 +737
secaritics.
Bombay
Inlakbs o( rupee*
¢ Januarylrebruary
December March  April
1922 1 1923 1923 1923 1023 1604
" 11.68 '
Exerts (private mer. X
chancnse). 8.21 1239 12,92 1233 10,69
Imports do. « 7.28 7.92 6.60 6.91 8.68 7,40
Balance of Trade ii, + N
marcbandise. +93 +376 "5, 6m 4 3s 4 320
Imports of treasure . 3.15 5.96 1039 7.09 ' 7.70 4.20
Exports of treasure .. 23 i
P 5 7 9 13
Balance of transactioQa — 3.10

io treasure. -1032 —68 — 761 — 4.07

Plut (+) indicates favourable and minus (—) adverse balance
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Article*.

Total and Average—Cereal*

Pallet—
Cram
Turdal

Total and Average—Pulse*

Olker food arlicla
Sugar (raw)
Sugar (relined)

Mutton
Milk

Ghee
Potatoei
Onion*
Cocoanut Oil

To~A~d  Average.he,

ASele*rr ATTeAnA]]

and li/hlin™
I~eroicnc oil
~irewood
Cot]

AShting™”~  Average-Fuel

Clothing—
Shirtinn

CloiH

~<"*1 and Average-Clothing

rent

Nl Total r
age General

Unit o(
quantity.

NIRund

labour

July.
1914.

R*.

5'694
5'594
4'354
4'313

9'198
50'792
4'479
1'552
25'396

4-375
0'792
0'542

Price.

April.
1923.

R*.
7'391
7'458
4'781
5'120

14'287
20'781

61'537

4'146
0'547
0'932
17'583
86'484
7'141
5'443
28'568

A GAZETTE

77

+'781
4'922

126

6'167
6'849

136

| 14'287
22-600
t 68'083

B :4 234
0'568
0964

17'583
86'484
7141
5'255
28'568

184

148

’7'500
11291
0'?767

164

1'203
1'385
1'203 j

208 )

18'700 1

153

BOMBAY COST OF LIVING INDEX

* Ki.
517'37
156'62
582'82 757-30
43-02
60-55
59-90
128'77 246'16
76'19 129'73
49'27
1 694'97
381'18
1.024'55 1,541'14
21'88 37'50
38'02 61'49
0'54 0'39
60’44 99'38
16'04 33'75
16'03 35'43
20'99 45'58
53'06 114'76
113'02 1
18700
1,251'67 1,942'17

63 p.r cent. (Re.

70028

1,515'00

37'50
61'49
0'37

99'36

32 48
34'63
43'31

11042

187'00

1911'78

Rico
Wheat

owari

Puliet—
Gram
Turdal

0/Aer food arliclet—
Sugar (row)
Sugar (relined)

Mutton

Milk

Ghee
Polaloci
Onion*
Cocoanut oil

1"uel and llultlins—
Koroicno oil
Firewood

Clolhing—
Oliotie*
Shirting*

llou»c rent

General Average or Coit of Living Index (July 1914 <« 100) .,

M 234-3

LABOUR

BOMBAY COST OF LIVING INDEX

GAZETTE

B

Alternative method of preientation.

Total and Average Index No.

Total and Average Index No.

Total and Average Index No.

Total and Average Index No.

Total and Average Index No.

Grand total oi weight*

Approximate
percentage

weight aai[(nod

to each article
baaed on
proportion
to aguregato
expenditure in
July 1914.

31'4
94
3-8
2-1

44,7

W
WP

. »5=-0Q0kR &
W=~NO—=N®

RQRO
ohor

9'1L

100

Index Number.

April 1923.

132
133
110
119

130

157
123

147

167
273
154
195
169
224
191
170
159
351
113

182

171
162
71

163

210
221
217
216

165

!

158

May 1923.

128
126
110
114

126

143
117

135

167
294
170
199
176
231
191
170
159
339
113

182

17
162
68

163

203
216
206

208

165

163

Weight X Index Number.

April 1923.

4,144'8
1,250'2
418'0
249'9

6,062'9

484,-7
159'9

(M'b

801'6
327'6
154
175'5
118'3
2444
1,967'3
1,037'0
636 0
1404
113'0

' 5.578'5

307'8
486'0
71

800'9

2730
287'3
368'9

929'2

1,501'5

15.618'7

May 1923.

4,019'2
1,184'4
418'0
239'4

5,84,1'0

443'3
152'1

5954

801 '6
352'8
170
179'1
123'2
254'1
1,967'3
1,037'0
636'0
135'6
113'0

5,616'7

307'8
486'0
6'8

84X3'6

263'9
280’8
3502

894'9

1,501'5

16.270'1
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WHOLES.ALE PRICES IN MAY

Bombay*

in May 1923, the general level of wholesale
pricesin Bombay, as shown by the index number,
remained stationary, a fall in non-food articles
being counter balanced by a rise in food articles.
There was, however, an appreciable fall in
food-grains. In companson with the corre-
sponding month of last year, prices have fallen
by 7 per cent., the fall from the twelve-monthly
average of 1922 being about 5 per cent.

The present index number is based on
carefully collected market prices and is indirect-
ly weighted. Food articles number 15 and
non-food 28. The base is the pre-war month.
July 1914. The index Is published at the
request of business firms in Bombay, in such
a way as to show the relative level of average
wholesale prices, and the groups have been
selected primarily with a view to suit the
conditions of Bombay's trade.

The net result of movements In the groups
is set out below —

IVholesiJe Market Prices in Bombay

precedina
t — 24
! - 6

’\/Uoi poca ia Karachi wiO b( found on pa«a 4J—45

pi GAZETTE e 13

The average for food articles rose by m
than one per ceiit during the month, the ind«
num”™r”2ing 176 in May m against 174 i
April. 1here was a fall of 3 per cent, in
cereals, the fall in the price of wheat amounting
to no less than 8 per cent.  Pulses decreased by
4 per cent., while sugar advanced by?2 per cent.
* (™“her food ' which showed a decline of 9

~r cent, during April rose by 6 per cent, in

The index number for non-food articles stood
at 175 in May as against 176 in April 1923, thus
showing a fall of nearly one per cent. Withthe
exception of ‘ hides and skins ' which fell by
4 per cent, and oilseeds which fell by 2 per
cent.,, all the important groups remained
stationary during the month. The only ri«
was in ““ other raw and manufactured articles ,
which amounted to less than one per cent.

The subjoined table compares May 1923
prices with those of the preceding months and
of the corresponding month of last year
The table expresses the price levels as percent-
ages of the twelve-monthly average of 1922.—

100 = aoerage of 1922

rte. Nov. FA>, April  Me

Craups. . 1922 1923, 1923. 193

L CmA 109 101 83 76 [

IL Pul» 114 94 79 68 65 B

L Sue- 101 105 98 97 12 mn

IV. OWr ioxl 95 102 112 15 us 2

Totsl lood . 104 101 95 % 9 %

V. OilMsdi 106 98 95 9] 9 %

VI. Rmveatton 105 109 95 116 us )
VII. Casson  ownuiK.

tons 109 102 92 93 89 4

100 | 100

VIIL. Otlasrintikt 100 100 100 100

DC K<Im and Sbn... 98 98 103 93 us

X. Mrala 100 98 99 104 99 %
X1 Oslm  raw  uml
nwiulHI* >s 4

ubcln 101 98 99 76 76 7

Total non~wid .. 102 100 97 95 % %
qrnaral .rarapr—0

erlialB. 5 102 | 101 95 93 95 99

The main fact which emerges from this table
is that the general level of wholesale prices in
Bombay is now below the average of 1922.

June. 1923 LABOUR

The following table is intended to show
the annual movements in food and non-food
wholesale prices :(—

Annual wholesale prices

July 1914= 100

 Food. {\0‘%5' arjticles.
Twelve-monthly average 1918 170 270 237
1919 202 233 222
1920 206 221 215
1921 193 198 196
1922 186 183 184
Five-monthly 1923 176 175

The construction of the wholesale index is

shown in the following table —

The Construction of the Index

M., 1923
No. Article*. .
ele ToilU  ier
| Num-
bora. age.
| Cereali (Rice, wheat, ¢ 'ndexNoe. |
Jjowari. barley arid bajri). 700 866 124
2 Pulea(Gramand turdaO. 2 200 175 88
3 Sugar(Refined and raw). 3 300 744 248
Other articlca of food
(Ghee, salt, etc.) 3 300 852 284
Total, all food 1S 1500  2X37 176
6 OilBoeda (Linaeed, rap™
aeed, poppyaced  azkd
gingelly) 4 400 522 131
7 Raw cotton 3 300 615 205
8 Gstton manufacturca
(Long cloth, ahirtinga,
chuddera. etc.) . 6 600  1.299 217
9 Other teatilea (Silk) 2 200 277 139
10 Hides and skint 3 300 483 161
Il Maialt (Copper hraziera
steel bars, tinplatea. etc.) 5 . B 500 925 185
12 Other raw and menu
lectured ~ articles (kero. 4
sanaand 00a0 . 300 435 145
13 Total, DOD'lood L2 2.600  4XM) 175
H General Aearaga LA . . 4,100 7308 s

COMPARATIVE RETAIL PRICES

Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur
AND Poona
The following table compares the retail food
prices In Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur and

GAZETTE

Poona with those In Bombay in April
arid May 1923 (Bombay prices = 100). Il
will be seen that the retail price levels in all
the four centres are below the level in
Bombay.

Bombay prices in April 1923 = 100

Articles. Bomber. Karachi. Shobpol

Cereal.- |

Rice 100 89 108 95 115

Wheat 100 67 83 94 88

Jowari . 100 76 83 73 88

Bajri - 100 79, 108 | 87 101

Average—Cereals..” 100 | 78 96 87 |
Pulses— i 1

Gram 100 63 i 64 72

Turdal . 100 | 88 01 | g9 HI

Average—Pulses..| 100 76 89 1 77 92

Obherarticles of food—

Sugar (refined) ..* 100 100 123 119 105

Jagri (Gul) . 100 99 109 93 80

Tea 1 100 104 130 104 100

Salt .1 100 74 80 120 103

Beef 100 103 69 69 69

Mutton i 100 67 80 67 77

Milk 100 51 57 76 79

Ghee .t 100 85 93 82 97

Potatoes .. 100 51 72 93 56

Onions 100 80 13 i 92 40

(Socoanut oil 100 91 112 93 98
Average-Other articiea

of food 100 82~ 94 92 82
Average—"AU food I ™M

luticlea 100 80 89 87

Bombay prices in May 1923 — 100

Cereals— |
Rice
Wheat
Jowari
Bajri
Average—Cereals
Pulses—
Cram
Turdal
Average—Pulses ..
Other articlesof food—
Sugar (refined)
Jagii(Gul)
Tea
Salt
Beet
Mutton
Milk
Ghee
Potatoes
Onions
Cocoanut oil
Avoage-Other articles
of food
Average—"All - food
artidea..

On page 12 will be found statistics of food
prices in April and May 1923 for Bombay,
Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur and Poona.
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Retail prices of Articles of food

Bombay. Karachi. ~ Ahmedabad. ~ Sholapur.

Articles. Price per

Cereali-

Rice

Jowan

Bairi

Turdil

OlkaarticlaclMi—

$ qar((rqi)med)

Salt

Beef

Mutton

Mill

Ghee
Potatoes ¢
Onions

(kxoanutoil

April April April April

1923. 1923, 1923 1923.
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.

Maund .. 7 6 3 697 800 703
774 500 6 26 615 9

412 6 310 2 315 2 379

511 405 583 4 611

611 9 4310 5217 45 2
7210 655 744 66 7

20126 2020 2597 24910
“47 1310 1599 1354
Lb, 0120 0125 0157 012 5
Maund 424 313 354 4153
Seer 089 090 060 060
0N 0100 0120 010 0
Maund 17 9 4 8143 1000 135 4
86 79 725 800 7119
723 31010 527 610 8
571 458 626 500

28 9 | 26 20 3200 26 10 8

GAZETTE

in April and May 1923

Poona. Bombay. Karachi.  Abmedabad.
April May May May
1923. 1923, 1923. 1923.

21 12 4 22 6 0 20 14 8 2213 9
1 610 14 4 7 1210 9 13 5 4

012 0 013 3 010 5 015 7
4 4 1 4309 313 35 4
060 091 090 060
on s 015 5 010 0 012 0

1314 7 17 9 4 8 3 3 10 00
84 3 4 86 7 9 721 8 88 14 3
4 0 2 723 4 77 500
2209 5 4 1 3 409 310 2

28 1 1 28 9 1 28 1 1 32 00

Notb—I Ib. = 39 tolas: | nuund = 82» Ib.; | seer = 2~ Ibs.: 80 toUs = 1 seer; 40 seers = 