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HARRY T. GORRIE,
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THE MONTH IN BRIEF

Employwi*r*t
Titt iMfxjirnty—Px/MUAY
riRINGtli* rruznth erxled 12th |anuar;<
i th* eupply ‘F It?«

n| 11T *f . 1/\! g
h l’"ZI‘tI < mJII refxzrt”.

~mlin J7fe:f|zfﬂenUtive rrwlU in

r<-z>3veH, *rkiw*/J
iof whi*h reszrUEr * LAk *
»d*cr*aa* aac’\/rnpargcrl with th* fkhur th

prevKXWA 1 fiifiire
SiM*flt**itm for til* Uat tix rfK/nth« mf, a*

fO"OW&; . 12'71 p"ert,
,. 12'53
SepternheT T her ” %3513
_N"/r«/\ N>
QOd<zlzer-N'/r« f z 112
zz 10" 6 .
milk
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fifU, ffffit 13%4 jz/ I7*Pj<* fli*
«ay Ut 14'6 |/*f ‘7Bt Atfrf d.* UMj«y day
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with 10 per cent, last month. The supply of
unskilled labour employed for loading, remov-
ing, storing and unloading cargo in the docks
by the Bombay Port Trust was more than equal
tothe demand. The percentage of absenteeism
was 17’3 in the month under review, as com-
pared with 18*05 last month and 18*5 two
months ago. In the Chief Engineer’s Depart-
ment of the Bombay Port Trust the supply of
labour was plentiful, and a considerable im-
provement in absenteeism was recorded. The
percentage of absenteeism was 8*4, as compared
with 11 *59 last month and 10*76 two months
ago.
Karachi

In Karachi, the supply of all types of labour
was plentiful. The average absenteeism, based
on the attendance of monthly paid workers
employed in the Engineering Workshop of the
Karachi Port Trust, recorded an Increase, the
figure being 10*8 per cent, as compared with
9*9 per cent, in the preceding month.

The Cost of Living

In December 1923, the cost of living, as
described elsewhere in the Labour Gazette,
rose by nearly 3 per cent, as compared with
the preceding month. The average level of
retail prices of all the commodities taken into
account in the cost of living index for the City
and Island of Bombay (100 represents the
level of July 1914) was 157 for all articles and
152 for food articles only. There was a fall
of more than 2 per cent, as compared with
this time Itist year and a fall of 19 per cent,
below the high water mark (October 1920).
The rise In the percentage during December
was mcunly due to increases in the prices of
rice and jowari.

The articles have been given the relative
Importance which each bears to the aggre-
gate expenditure. No allowance is made for
any change in the standard of living, because
an index number purporting to combine
movements in prices with movements in
consumption would present great difficulties
in construction, interpretation and applica-
tion. Moreover, such an index would not
be materially different from a simple Index of
the general movement of prices in the case
of the working classes. A further reference
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to the cost of living index will be found
page 9.

The Wholesale Index Number

In December 1923, the general level
wholesale prices in Bombay rose by neark
| per cent, as compared with the previou,
month. The general level is now 88 per cent
above the pre-war level. The number of
articles included in the index number |,
now 41. The fluctuations in the prices of
foods, non-foods and all articles will be seen
in the following table .(—

Increase per cent over July 1914.
<<

Augus Se%ezrgber October  November Decemlo

1923. - 01923, 1923. 1923
1 94

Foods 76 82 85 89
Non-foods .. 76 78 9 8 | 85
All articles .. 76 79 81 86 ' 88

!
Securities Index Number

In December 1923, the general average of
the prices of 100 shares and securities was 154
showing a fall of more than one per cent, as
compared with the previous month. Industrial
Securities registered a fall of nearly 2 per cent,
owing to a fall of 4 per cent, in Miscellaneous
Companies. Government and (Corporation
Securities and Bank shares remained stationary
during the month. Railway Companies have
now reached the level of that of July 1914.
Detailed Information will be found on page 18
of this issue.

Cotton Mill Production

Cotton mill production in November and
in the eight months ended November 1923, as
compared with the corresponding periods of the
two previous years, is shown in the two tables
below. The salient features are that, during
November, production of yam in Bombay
declined as compared with the previous year,
while in Ahmedabad there was a small
improvement over the two preceding years. In
regard to woven goods, there was an Increase in
the production both in Bombay and In Ahmed-
abad, as compared with the two preceding years.

In the eight months ended November 1923,
the production of yarn showed a considerable
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decline both in Bombay and in Ahmedabad as
compared with the corresponding period of the
previous years, while in woven goods an Im-
provement is noticeable in Bombay Island.

(/) Month of NoOenJter

NfJGoni a< Bm.
of wovafoeib

produced.

Mdlion* o( Bm.
of yam qgnin.

November

1921 1922 193

Bombay liland 24 19 21

Abmedabad 7 1 9

Other centre* 5 3 5
Total. Preaidency .. 36 31 12

(2) Eight months ending November
Million* d Ib*. !

olyarnxpun. producS?”

' Eight months ended ' Eight month* ended
November ! November

1921 1922 1923 1921 1922 | 1923

i232 | |
Bombay Island 229 ' 213 142 1yzs gy
Ahmedabad o 57 45 56 53 ' 48
Other centres 40 39 35 23 21 22
|

Total, Presidency .-i 326 332 293 221 209 1217
The Bombay Millowners’ Association quota-

tions at the end of December 1922 and Novem-
ber and December 1923 are as follows :—

Net rate per Ib. in annas.

1
December November December

1922 1923 1923
Longdoth 21i 24 22
T. cloths . 20i 21i 20i
Chudders 1 20i 21i 20

Industrial Disputes

There were 9 industrial disputes in process
during December. 1923, as compared with 7
in the preceding month. All the disputes
began in the month, and the number of
workpeople involved was 12,415 as compared

H 965-2
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with 487 in the preceding month and 5,016
In December 1922. The aggregate duration
of all disputes during December 1923 was
about 120.903 working days as compared
with 712 In November 1923 and 22,806 in
December 1922.

*n>e Outlook

His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir
Leslie Wilson’s replies to the deputation
from the Bombay Provincial Trade Union
Conference and to the representation made by
the G.1.P. Railwaymen’s Union In connexion
with the strike at the Railway Workshops at
Matunga are published elsewhere in this
Issue.

Cotton Mill Industry

The high price of cotton coupled with the
depression In the textile trade is threatening
to create a serious situation in Bombay. The
price of cotton, though It decreased by more
than 5 per cent, as compared with the preced-
ing month, was still higher by more than 54
per cent, than that in the corresponding
month last year. The firmness of the money
market and the high bank rates added to the
difficulties. In consequence, some mills in
Bombay City and Island closed down during
the month ; and some others are ejected to
close down or work short time. The ques-
tions of short time and a wage-cut were fully
discussed at a meeting of the Bombay Mill-
owners’ Association on 7th January; and it
was decided that no reduction In wages should
take place Immediately but that the question
of organised short time should be considered
again in two months’ time. The improvement
in the situation of the cotton mill industry
noted in the December issue of the L™our
Gazette has not been maintained. While it
is understood that the stocks (sold and
unsold) on the whole have slightly decreased,
there has been a significant increase In the
unsold stocks of yarn and cloth. This would
appear to indicate that the Agents cannot
afford to sell newly made stocks at the
present day prices. Nor is the position in
Ahmedabad better. Some of the' depart-
ments in several mills are expected to
close; and the question of a wage-cut is
under the consideration of some millowners.
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Il it iind’rtlood, however, that the pronoted
red'JCtion of wig*i will not m;cl with the
approval of the Millowncri’ Aiiociation. | he
Ivjpresentatives of the fhrostlc Djnarimtnl
have lately jjassed a resolution that they
should request the minagenunt of the mils
to reduce or disnrss rnirrlcd womm instead
of m?n, wherever the necessity arises to
reduce the numsScr of workpeople in a mill
employing worn :n labourers. Tne new weekly
organ of tne Labour Union, “ Majur Sand'sh
(Labour Menage) dated the 12th January
appeals to the labourers to borrow siuall loans,
whenever necessary, from the Union Itself
instead of from private money-lenders.

The Collector and the Assistant Collector
having found the Ahmedabad Cotton Mill
(known as “ Bagich Mill ) working at night,
the Agent of the mill was prosecuted and
fined by the City Magistrate Rs. 1,200 for
employing three women at night and the
Manager fined Rs. 300 for similarly employing
three children.  Seventeen cases have,
however, been withdrawn, as the Agent
undertook not to repeat the offence.

Effect of India’s Large Export Trade

Considerable activity has, of late, developed
In India’s export trade; hence the persistent
rise in the rupee exchange. The strength
of the rupee is attributed principally to the
demand from Japan of Indian raw cotton
at very high prices and the demand from the
United States of America for such commo-
dities as jute, gunnies, shellac and hides.
The higher sterling value of the rupee has,
in turn, increased the Indian demand for
British manufactures, particularly, textile
goods.

In Great Britain, there was a decid*” im-
provement in trade during the last three
mjnths. There was more demand, and prices
were substantially raised without Interfering
with the fkyw of orders. The Ministry of
Labour’s unemployment figures showed a
small, but continuous, fall. In the cotton
trade, the tendency to improvement was
.checked by the violent movement In the price
of raw material, which Introduced an element
of uncertainty and caused buyers to hold
back. There was a better demand for the
cheaper grades of woollens and worsteds.
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In the iron nnrl steel industry, further sL
improvement were visible, owiiiu partly
settlement of the prolr/ictfd boiler-rnak” ;
dispute and oartly to the greater

for home and foreifMii rnilwny rir(ivifi®,nf.'»
Th™i recent railway strike in Great Bri
will, howaver, have an advene effect on
Hanorally.

In the Uniterl Stales, conditions In i"eneNj
were firm, and there was no necessity
the accumulation of larffc stocks, Prlcei
iron were steady in spite of a fall in
production and there was a ficncral expe/j*,
tion of an early and substantial rcavery
In demand. Trie railroads arc becr/min®
increasingly important purchasers of equip-
ment and material and employers of i«x/ur.
The price of aAton has gone above 37 cent*
per pound and is only about 7 cents less thin
the peak price of 1920. The mills are operap
ing only upon cotton bought at lower price*
and will not manufacture for stocks at present
costs. There has been a steady rise in the
average price of all crops.

Russia is reappearing as an exporter of
'grain, and there is activity In the charter-
ing of tonnage to load grain in the Black Sea
and Danube ports.

The Balance of Trade

During December 1923, the visible balance
of trade including securities tn favour of Indi*
amounted to Rs. 12,27 lakhs. The correspond-
ing figure for 1922 wasa favourable balance of
Rs. 5,62 lakhs, The trade figures for the lost
six months for India, Bombay and Karachi arc
given below

liulkt
loltitlinA/uptn

l¢x  Aultiul | Ocud.tf
1957 r23 yra? 192 | 1923 |

(privo* nifl 26 12
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Buttneat conditiont

The rates for telegraphic transfers in Bombay
on London in the first week of the last twelve
months are as follows;,—

Auguit
I
49" S«()t<niber
"6 October

an
32 1 No/tmher

; December
4j™ - ljanuMy

nx»es« rsUS are SO(y|yli»d 1zv th* Dg”uiy O »-
toylirr of ihr y. B<»nl*y  On ilk 29d<

fsnuary rwitsngc Ml L/rdy/n was i | L 5b.
I hf/f was an in* roue of 338 a*yres *yf
‘Il Bank draringi in Bynnbey in I><rnilx;r as
toni|>arrd with the pre/zding iiMilh, hi
Cakulta the fUrik dearingi Ily Rt. 11
<r*/r«, wfille ll»e clearing* m Karachi Uid
Rang*x/n de*reayd lly Rs. | cr¥/r< tiid 3 crore*
res|/ettlvely, | lie fiiiurt:A b/f thi: laat three

nv/nihs are a* follz/w* :* -

In (fofa *j/ lufiut *

1923 19Zi I'fli 0<L||E<lili<t|i£23
irudb*/ , « Ti LY
Kwnd. 4 )
Gda«h uf
Ui 1

TiddtXMp'AU} 12) Hi o ow

7 he percentige d gold and silver in the
Paper Currency Peierve for the wivyle of frtdia
at the clow of the month of December 1923
wa« 59’39 a« agalnU In November and
68'21 In October 1923,

The average market quotation* of 69 cotton
mill clympanie* for which quotation* are avail*
able arc a* follow*

Itoutty 1923
Fthruuj

S«(ittfnfcef
Oetofew
Novtnht/
Deccralr
The average amount paid up wa«
per share throughout the period.



LABOUR
Pt

GAZETTE

Cost of living index numbers for India and foreign countries

Norway. {switx.rl«.d”™

Name of C.***- AuMralia.

country.

(bIUY).

xVarXii.

Food, ;Food« fuel.
fuel, Food, rent, light, rent, Food,

Itctna included in light, fuel, light} household” Fo~ and fuel,

iho index. clothing  clothing, i Rent. liffht
9 1 aﬁmlf
1 nishinff.
1914 July (@) 100 100
1915 119 107
1916 115 113
1917 116 119
1918 118 128
1919 132 133
1920 149
1921 157
1922 FcL 150
.. March 137 148
. April i.zlg
- May 140 i
, June
. July ﬁ«i
, August ..
, September 143 144
s Octobeg 1121%
. November
, Decamber 142 | 143
1923 January . i ﬁg
, Februar
. Mareh Y 136 143
. April . ﬁli
.» m% 151 145
LWy S
,, Augiut
. S"xember ' .
, Ooober |
., November ! aa
, December

(a) From 1914 to 1919 figures relate to second quarter. (4) First half of 1914.
100. (g) Egxnditure of a family ot four persons. (A) Average 1913 is the base.

Non.—The maxima for the different countries are indicated in heavier type.

Food, Food,

Fo™a

clothing, clothing, clothing.
heat, light, light, fuel, fuel>
rent and and house- light*
miacel- hold rent* tax,
laneout. utensils. etc.
(i) 100 (<0 100 100
99 117
116 146
146 190
197 253
2w P
387 379
426 380
415 371 257
420 367
427 365
425 366 249
429 366
431 366
437 376 249
444 376
439 384
438 384 238
412 383
413 397
441 408 240
441 409
\[ 449 413
452 239
| 5
B/ em
458 |
463

Food
Pl Food,
he:;'é‘g fuel, light,
liahting. and rent.
) 100 100
119 103
140 106
180 114
229 118
Ml 126
253 | 155
209 | 133
177 i 120
167 120
167 122
157 | 122
158 121
158 120
156 120
157 120
160 121
16p | 122
121
160 120
158 120
161 119
160 | ,
100 128
166 120 .
166 119
164 118
164 118
167 121

(te).

100

238

"291

1302

289

300

324

1324

1331

Jan., 1924

Food,
I Food, cloth
heating
i ;i\‘r;'d and liJEt.
ighting, .
c?othingg an(y a.rwu
and rent. laneoua

100 (A)

295,400

381,600

765,000 !
3,765,100
58,604,500

(c) Unofficial, (d) April 1914. (e) From 1915 to 1919 June figures are given. (/) June 1914

Retail food index for India and foreign countries

9 1 22
Rome. 1,028
{budgets.

W) 100 7c) Ito

480 439 |
481 417
491 414

Uniled | South Austre- | New Mnised
Name of country. Africa. lia. | Zealand. States of
America.
59 j
No. of artides. 17 20 29 18 46
. om- 630 i 60 9 30 25
No. of statioos. bay. |
1914 Job 100 100 100 (a) 100 100 100
1915 ,, ol 132 105 107 131 112
1916 ,, 161 114 116 130 119
1917 o 204 157 128 126 127
1918 . ] 210 175 134 131 139
1919 . 209 186 139 147 144
1920 ,, 258 227 197 194 167
921 o 174; 220 148 139 161 164
1922 hAruary 160, 179 143 119 140 145
M March ). 161! 177 142 119 141 141
M Apnl 157i 173 138 121 143 144
w  May jfyﬁ\ 172 138 120 147 145
0. jtme 170 137 118 146 143
. July w 180 138 116 148 144
M August 15W 175 141 116 149 141
+  September .. ~ 172 139 117 149 139
M October 1 172 138 119 146 139
M November .. n 176 139 120 145 139
» December 7 178 140 118 146 138
19x3 January . 1 175 142 117 145 139 ,
M February 15tt 173 142 117 144 140
w March 149 171 145 117 145 141
05 Apnl 168 142 117 152 142
w 162 140 118 156 143
M June 160 138 118 162 143
~ July 148 162 137 116 164
0, August 149 165 142 | 115 165 143
* September 149 168 15 115 161 145
, Oerxber 147 172 117 157 147
*= November .. 147 173 144
e .December .. 152 176 3

(“Average lor the year 1914. (4) Includes fuel and lighting,

maTims for the difiercct countries are indicated in heavier type.

(e) Unofficial.

(4) January to June 1914,

wf.

1,066
1,012

iCennany,

15.417
26,623
54,982
SC,7t0

136,600
318300
331,566
350.660
462.660
934,760

d.631,660
67,C48,5(10

Holland,
te)

Amatcr-

100
114
117
146
176

1
f
i

204 >

210
18U
150

Nonv'fty

(a) 16O

161

214
2/9
289
319
295
245
238

f I
S~veden.; Den- Switzer.
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THE COST OF LIVING INDEX FOR DECEMBER 1923

A rise of nearly three per cent

AU articles 57 per cent.

In December 1923 the average level of retail
prices for all the commodities taken into account
in the statistics of a cost of living index for
the working classes in Bombay was four points
above the level of the previous month. Taking
100 to represent the level in July 1914, the
index was 153 in November and 157 in Decem-
ber 1923. The general index is 19 percent,
below the high-water mark reached in October
1920, 9 per cent, below the twelve-monthly
average of 1921 and 4 per cent, below the
twelve-monthly average of 1922. The twelve-
monthly average for 1923 is 6 per cent, less
than the average for 1922 and is at the level
of 1918.

The average of all food articles rose by
5 points owing to a rise of nearly 10 points In
both rice and jowarl. The imports of Rangoon
or Burma rice have for October and November
been considerably below those for the corres-
ponding months in the three previous years.
The clothing group index showed a fall of
6 points as compared with the previous month.

AU items : Average percentage increase
over July 1914

—_ 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923
Percent. Percent. Percent. Percent. Per cent. Percent

January 34 82 83 69 73 56
February 34 76 81 62 65 55
March 36 72 77 60 65 54
April 44 67 72 60 62 55
May 47 68 73 67 63 53
June 48 74 81 73 63 Sl
July 49 86 90 77 65 53
August 53 79 91 80 64 54
September 65 72 92 85 65 54
October 75 74 93 83 62 52
November 75 73 86 82 60 53
December 83 74 81 79 61 57
Yearly avert g, 75 83 73 64 54

age*

Food only 52 per cent.

The articles included in the index are cereals,
pulses, other articles of food, fuel and lighting,
clothing and house-rent. The articles have
been given the relative importance which each
bears to the total aggregate expenditure. No
allowance is made for any change in the
standard of living since July 1914.

The following table shows the price levels
of articles of food in November and December
1923 as compared with that for July 1914,
which is taken as 100. The levelsarc calculated
from the prices of articles per standard (or
railway) maund or seer on page 10.

naeaie(+)

ordecreaie(—)
July Novem- C*ecerober of points in

Articles 1914  ber 1923 1923  Clecember 1923
>ver or bclnw
h lovember 1923
Rice 100 124 1 135 + 1
Wheat .. 100 126 1 126
Jowari 100 | 121 131 + 10
Bajri o 100 135 132 - 3
Gram 100 114 114
Turdal 100 119 119 .
Sugar (refined) v 100 250 266 + 16
Sugar (raw) .. 100 167 167 .
Tea 100 182 195 + 13
Salt 100 199 199
Beef 100 148 158 + 10
Mutton 100 215 215
Milk 100 191 191
Chee . 100 185 185
Potatoes 100 172 176 + 4
Onions . 100 460 460 0
Cocoanut oil . 100 113 129 + 16
All food article |
(weighted average) . 100 147 152 | 5

Note—A full explanation of the scope and method of compilation
of the index number is published in the Labour Gaielte for Septem

ber 1923,
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COST OF LIVING IN INDIA (BOMBAY),
1923

The cost of living index remained fairly
steady during the year 1923 In the same manner
as It did in 1922. There were no violent
fluctuations as In the three preceding years 1919,
1920, 1921. The Index varied ~ween 151
and 157 during the year, the minimum being
rcachwl in June and the maximum in December.
The average of the twelve months In 1923 was
IM which showed a fall of 6 per cent, from the
twelve-monthly average of 1922 and a fall of
20 per cent, from the high-water mark (193)
reached in October 1920. The Index is now
at the level of that of 1918. The monthly
figures In each of the Iwt six years will be
found on page 9 of this issue.

The yearly averages are as follows.—

July 1914=100

1918 154
1919 175
1920 183
1921 173
1922 164
1923 154

Food prices also remained steady during the
year under review, the average Index for food
varying between 146 and 152. (Dereals stood
at the same level (124) in November as in
NO7 but rose suddenly by 8 points in

mber (132) owing to a marked fall In the
Imports of Rangoon or Burma rice during
October and November as compared with
the previous months. The index for ‘ pulses ’
fell appreciably by 42 points from 158 In
January to 116 in June and was steady at 116
to the end of the year. Other articles of food
remained at the same level at the end of the
year as at the banning. There was a fall of
5 points in the * fuel and lighting * group and a
fall of 6 points in the ‘clothing’ group. Thus,
the cost of living index stands at about the
sante knrel at the end of the year as It did at the
beginning.

(”™“Nng to the housing difficulty there was no
fall In the rentsduring the year—recent investi-
gations showing a tendency for rents even to
rise to the extent permit” under the Rent Act,
a reference to which will be found on page 4
of the Labour Gazette for November 1922.
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(Domparison with Other Countries

The rise or fall in the cost of living in Ind'
and other countries as compared with tL
corresponding date of last year is as follows

3 Ederi_ae we. -
; 1

Country Month “flai
1
India ..! December — 25
Great Britain vel w e — 17
(Canada -.( November ., + 20
Australia .1 2nd quarter .. + 7'9
New Zealand .." Auguat + 14
South Africa ..I October | No change
Frmtx 3rd quarter .,i + 14 6
Belgium .. November j + 20'6
Italy .. June - 4 64
Switzerland .- November i + 44
United State! . September ..| + 36

WAGES AND COST OF LIVING OF
ESTATE LABOURERS IN CEYLON,
APRIL-MAY 1923

The Labour Office has received a copy of
the Report on an Inquiry into the Relation
between the Wages and (Dost of Living of
estate labourers, April—May 1923, issued by the
(Government of (Deylon.* The document con-
tains interesting and valuable information on
the present condition of labour in (Deylon.
The following is an analysis of the report

Wages

The usual system of payment on estates is
that coolies for their ordinary tasks are paid
at a fixed rate per day, the rates being different
for men, women and children, or they may be
paid at piecework rates. In either case, they
are at liberty to work or not, as they like, in any
day of the month, and a bonus is usually given
to any cooly who works for more than a certain
number of days in the month. There seems
little uniformity on different estates in the
system of payment of the bonus. In general
It may be said to be about Re. | or Rs. | ’50 per
mensem. On some estates it is variable, so
that a cooly working 24 days in the month
earns a larger bonus than one who works 21
days. In addition, coolies can supplement
their ordinary pay by working overtime or
doing contract work. (Doolies are usually
paid monthly, and an issue of rice is made to

* Report on an Inquiry into the Relation between Wage! and the Coet
o( Living of Eatate Labourer! (XXXI—1923) (To be purchased at the

Government Record Oftce, Colombo, Price 30 cents).
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them (conditional on a certain number of days’
work being done in the month) for which they
pay by d?uction from their pay. A deduc-
tion of about 25 cents is also usually made from
the pay of each cooly for the dhoby, and
though by no means on all estates, a deduction
of 10 cents for the barber from the pay of each
man. The usual amount of rice is a bushel
for a man, three-quarters of a bushel for a
woman and half or three-quarters of a bushel
for a child. Rice is almost invariably issued
to coolies at well below cost price, they being
generally charged about 1™ 6 per bushel,
when the cost to the estate is probably Rs. 1.
Thus, if a cooly’s gross earnings in a month
amount to Rs. 15, when he comes to be paid
he will have Rs. 6 deducted from his pay for
his bushel of rice, and perhaps 10 cents for
the barber and 25 cents for the dhoby. He
will receive the balance in cash, thatis, Rs. 8'65
and a bushel of rice.

The Report stales that in addition to their
pay coolies enjoy other advantages. They are
housed free, and a reasonably high standard of
sanitation and comfort is ensured by the provi-
sions of Ordinances which make it compulsory
for estate superintendents to reconstruct accord-
ing to an approved plan any lines condemned
as insanitary, “ucation is free, although
the provisions of the Ordinance which makes
it compulsory for estates to provide free educa-
tion for children are not universally enforced.
(Doolies receive free medicine and medical
attendance on almost all estat®. On many
estates creches are provided with nurses in
attendance for coolies’ children, and one or two
free meals a day are usually given to non-
working children. (Doolies can generally graze
their cattle, if they have any, on pasture land
provided free, and on many estates a watcher
is paid by the estate to look after the cattle.
Firewood is almost always obtainable free,
and coolies are given small plots of land on the
estate, on which they grow manioc, beans,
chillies and other vegetables and even flowers.
Some estates make a free issue of clothing and
cumblies or blankets once or twice a year, and
the gifts of money made to the labour force
are stated to be considerable. Rs. 20 is often
given to coolies on the occasion of a marriage
or a birth and the festival of “Sami Kumbidu,”
and coolies usually receive some present in

H 965-4
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money or in kirxl when they first arrive on an
estate. A small pension of about Re. 1 or
Rs. 2 per month Is sometimes paid to coolies
too old to work.
Cost of Living
The typical monthly budget of a male cooly
living alone is as follows :—

Rs. C.

1 Food (exclusive of rice which is usually
supplied by the estates) .. 2 28
2 Betel 0 50
3 Clothing 112
4 Ofeldng utensils o 17
5 Kerosene 0 81
Total .. 4 88

The monthly budget for a family of one man,
one woman and two children under 14 is as
follows :—

)

Rs. (,
1 Food, betel and clothing for man
(1,2, and 3 of the preceding budget) .. 3 90
2 Food for woman (‘83 of Rs. 2*28) 1 89
3 Betel for woman 0 25
4 Clothing for woman 112
5 Food for child over 10 (*83 of Rs. 2'28) 1 89
6 Qothing for child over 10 (for a
girl) 0 55
7 Food for child under 6 (’5 of Rs. 2'28). 1 14
8 Qothing for child under 6 (for a girl). 0 55
9 Cooking utensils 0 33
10 Kerosene, cocoanut oil and matches .. 1 61
Total .. 13 33

In the above family budget the proportionate
amount of foodstuffs required by the woman
and the children is determined by using Lusk’s
coefficients shown above. A woman or a
child between the ~es of 10 and 14 according
to that scale requires "83 of what a man
requires, a child between the ages of 6 and 10,
'7 of that amount, and a child under 6, half of it.
The majority of children under 10 are fed by
the estates so that the above budget Is more
theoretical than practical.

The surplus shown as available to the labour
force after meeting its ordinary requirements
(including a reasonable allowance for betel) is

disposed of as follows :—

Miscellaneous expenditure on non-essentials
(probably small and certainly not capable of being
estimated).
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increase per cent, in 192"
96.495
25

Germany
France
Australia
Switzerland
Bombay
Great Britain
New Zealand
Canada

United States
South Africa
Japan

Italy

Holland

COMPARATIVE RETAIL PRICES

Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur
AND Poona

The following table compares the retail food
frices In Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur and
oona with those in Bombay in Novemiber and
December 1923 (Bombay prices = 100).
will be seen that the retail price levels in all
the centres are below the level of Bombay

in December 1923.

- ~— 00 o ©

No change
Decrease per cent, in 1923

!
3
4
5
6

labour

Bombay prices in November 1923 = 100

Aticles. Bombay.

Cereals—

Rice

Wheat

Jowari

tiajri

Average—Cereals..

HuUes-

Gram

Turdal

Average—Pulses..

Other articles of food—

Sugar (rehned)

Jagri (Gul)

Tea

Salt

Beef

Mutton

Milk

Ghee

Potatoes

Onions

Cocoanut oil
Average-Other articlesi

of food ot

Averag™AJl food'
alliclea

gl~pyij PoOIU.
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Bombay prices in December 1923

Articles. {Uombay.i Karachi. Ahmed-'
. shad.
Ceresit—
Rice 100 89 119
Wheel 100 64 103
Jowari 100 64 67
Uajri 100 68 94
Average—Cereals.. 100 7 9
Pulses—
Cram - 100 76 116
Turdal 100 101 96
Average—Pulses.. 100 89 106
Ulherarticlesol (ood—
Sugat (rehned) 100 98 105
jagri (Cui) 100 75 102
Tea 100 91 137
Sall 100 73 79
Beef 100 123 98
Multon 100 84 112
Milk 100 56 56
Ghee 100 81 85
Potatoes 100 84 127
Onions 100 107 86
Cocoanut oil 100 92 109
Average-Other articles
oi food 100 88 100 |
Average—All  food
articles .1 100 84 99

On page 48 will be found statistics of food
prices in November and December 1923 for
Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad, Sholapur and
Poona. These are official prices supplied
through the Director of Agriculture to the
Labour Office,and areaverages of prices taken
eight times a month from retail shop-keeperi
patronised by the labouring classes,

ASIAN PRICE LEVELS : JAVA
AND SHANGHAI

Wholesale Prices in Java

The statistical bulletins published by the
Labour Office, Batavia, Java, contain interesting
information regarding the construction of the
indexes of wholesale prices, retail prices and
the cost of living in Java. The number of
articles included in the general wholesale index
is51 out of which 35 are imports and 16 exports.
Imports are divided into three groups: (1) Tex-
tiles (22), (2) Metals (8), and (3) Miscellaneous
(window glass, gunnies, kerosene and matches).
Exports include sugar, hides, coffee, cocoa and
seeds. The averages of 1913 are taken as the
base in calculating the indexes of wholesale
prices and the cost of living. The general
wholesale index is an unweighted arithmetic
average of the price relatives for the articles

Jan . 1924 LABOUR

taken fur each month. The fofloMing table
shows the fluctuation in w bolcsale prices during
recent months in Java as compared with the
movrment of wholesale prices in Bombay —

AT
«
(i« 7iai CMI 1914 MW
mibwa ttk M
ru I«
I«4 IM
1< IM
in IM
M 1

The comparative radineM  of both the

indexes since July 1923 is noticeable.
Cost of Living in Java

The number of articles included in the cost
of living index is 29. The list was restricted to
articles of food and household necessities for
which prices could be obtained for previous
years. The weights used in the construction
of the index are the percentages of the
distribution of the income of noniul families on
the articles selected.

R Java Bomlar
period (1913-100)  GUr 1914-100)
1920 Pwimher 22) 181
1922 Dscunhrf 187 Ibl
193 StTSMohrr 175 154
Octshev 179 152
w 15)

Nownher
The cost of living in Java has been slowly
rising in recent months, but as compared
with December 1922 there Is a fall of seven
points in November 1923.
Wholesale Prices in Shanghai
The Labour Office has received a pamphlet
showing the method of compilation of the
wholesale index number in Shanghai from the
Treasury E”artment's Bureau of Markets,
Shanghai. The prices ruling in February 1913
are taken as the base. 147 articles are Included
which are divided into 8 groups as follows —
(February 1913 = 100)

|
Number {per cent, in

of . Norember

— artieJea. 1923 ofer

the base.
1 Cereols ’ 14 42
2 Other Food Products 26 i 57
3 Textiles 27 66
4  Metals - " 58
(5 Fuel 12 66
16 Building material J 14 67
17 Industrial materials - 21 93
k8 Sundries " -t 22 30

Final average increase (February 1913— |00)." 57
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The emnal index it an anlhmrlual avert

of (hr index numhrrt of the hvr |itMipa,<*«M_
other food products, (rxtilr*. nsrtaltand miMel-
ianeoui ft it weighted by taking quotaliunt for
diflrrrrit cgualiliet of (hr tame (omntodity for
the important articlt Hie quotaliunt taken
are the maikri pneea ruling on the last Wtdnra-
day in every month iTir index numbrit of
wholexale uricet are iiKorporated in the table on
page 49 of ihix ifctue, and llir group iiKioaaat
are given in the table above.

COLD AND PRICES
Tilt Fanr in the Value Or Gotji

Since pre-war days there baa I»een a fall in
the value of gold of lietwcen 40 and 4$ (»er cent
The calculationa of (lie I™MIxiur Olhce show
that the fall at the end of Deceinixer 192J as
compared with the pre-war month July 1914
is 44'6 per cent. Tlie Federal Reserve Board
of America estimates the fall al 40 per cent.
This is due to the discarding of tl»e metal for
currency in almost all countries The pnee
of gold has, in other words, not advanced with
the general level of prices. Had it done so
the price would have been Rs. "*(188
bang the index number of wholesale prices
in Bombay on the 31st of December 1923
and Rs. 24-10-0 the price of gold In Jul) 1914).
fe., Rs. 46-4-9 instead of which the market
rate on the 11th of January was Rs. 25-12-0,
I.C., a fall of nearly 44’4 per cent, below its
pre-war value. The price of gold for liombay
has been calculated because the real value of
gold is very nearly the same throughout the
world. The result does not differ very greatly
from that arrived at by calculation from the
American Index number.

Inflation

There has been a fall in the value of currency
brought about by inflation or the overissue
of non-convertible currency; this in the
roughest possible way may be measured by the
increase of the Index numbers of wholesale
prices in the various countries beyond the
increase in the United States. The fall in the
value of currency owing to the fall in the pur-
chasing power of gold is limited so long as
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important countries, like the United States,
keep to a gold basis; the fall in the value of
currency owing to the multiplication of credit
instruments is unlimited except in so far as
printing presses are unable to print or to
supply fresh currency. The fall in the value
of currency in Germany, especially since the
Ruhr occupation, is amazingly great and
is due almost wholly to the uncontrolled
issue of currency notes, the fall in the value
of gold being altogether an insignificant
factor.

The following table shows the Increase (+) or
decrease (—) per cent, over the Federal
Reserve Board index number (United States)
in the last quarter of 1923:—

Index Number uied. Increase or decrease

Country.

per cent.
Italy ,. Btchi -+ 245 per cent
Frmce .. Official + 158
J«v» ., Labour Office, Batavia + 19
Switzerund ,. Neue Zurcher Zeitung + 12..
Bombay .. Labeur Office + 10..
Auitralia .. Official + 10
New Zealand.. Official + 9
Canada Department of Labour No change.
Great Britain.. Board of Trade — 3
Japan .. Bank of Japan — 4
Hyland .. Officul — 10
South Africa.. Official — 23,,

The position of Bombay, the self-governing
Dominions, Japan, Holland, as well as of Great
Britain is of much interest. The chief cause
of currency depreciation has been the failure
to balance the budget, i.e., the failure to balance

revenue with expenditure.

SECURITIES INDEX NUMBER

A FALL OF 2 POINTS

In December 1923, the general average of
the prices of 100 shares and securities taken in
the Labour Office Securities Index Number fell
by more than one per cent, as compared with
the previous month. The general index number
now stands at 154. Government and Corpor-
ation (fixed interest) Securities are at the same
level as that of November 1923 but Industrial
Securities have fallen by nearly 2 per cent.
TTie shares of Miscellaneous Companies
register a fall of 4 per cent. The index for
Cotton Mill Shares is now nearly at the same

]
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level as that of July 1919. It is interesting .
note that the only securities which show stabjjjj
are Government and Corporation securiti
and Bank shares.

A full explanation of the scope and method
of compilation of the securities index J,
published in the “ Labour Gazette ™ for Decenj
ber 1923. The construction of the index ij
shown in the following table t—

*%

The Construction oj the Index

July

1014, 1 DacCTnu, 1923,

No. —_— Tobi
Total
num- ! num-  Amr

ben. | ben. gt

1 Cownment andCerpon
tioa Securitia 7 Index Nos. .. 700 498 2
2 Banks 6 600 824 W
3 Railway Ccmpanles 10 1.000 998 100
A Cottoo Mills 42 4200 ox28 215

5 Cotton Ginning  tod
Pressinf Companies 8 800 078 123

6 Cement and Manftneae
Companies 5 500 653 13
7 Electric Undertalringi .. 2 200 262 m
8 | Miscltancoss Companies. -~ 2.200 2510 o
Industrial Sceur tics i 9500 15250 ™
10 ! General averaae LOZ " { 10200 15748 04
* Ordinary and Deterred abares taken a* one in counting the numberel

lecuriliei.

The following table shows the annual move-
ment for the important groups for July in
each year and the monthly movement from
July 1923:—

Industrial ~ Cotton General

interest Sccuri- iviiu [dvcranim

Secunties. shares.* Securities).
1914 July 100 100 100 100
1915 | 101 97 100
1916 . 87 130 114 127
1917 . N 158 138 151
1918 lit 194 212 184
1919 . N 216 216 206
1920 313 438 296
1921 . 65 311 450 295
1922 63 267 406 253
1923 12 176 229 169
August n 168 216 161
September Ti 166 225 159
October 12 163 213 157
November 71 163 ! 216 156
December 71 160 215 | 154

* Auo included in the previous column ““ Industris| Securities

Jan.. 1924 LABOUR

a GAZETTE

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES IN THE PRESIDENCY

Disputes in December .9

On page 56 will be found a statement
of each dispute in progress during December
1923. with the number of workpeople involved,
the date when the dispute began and ended,
the cause and the result. The word “ dispute ”
in the official sense means an interruption of
workand it is here used in that sense as virtually
synonymous with * strike A dispute, as
counted by the Labour Office, is an interrup-
tion of work involving ten or more persons and
of not less than twenty-four hours* duration.
Detailed statistics have been collected since
Ist April 1921. the date on which the Labour
Office was instituted.

Summary tables have been constructed in
order to show the position at a glance. Table
I shows the number, magiutude and duration
of strikesin December 1923.

I.—Industrial Disputes classified by

Trades
Number of di“utea | Aggregate
in progreaa in Number of, durtboo
December 1923. in work®
tng days
1. of all
T X disputea in  diapulea
rtde. Started  gared P n diap
before i progreaain  in pto-
ht 10 Total. December greaain
Decem- chem- 1923. December
ber. er. 1923.»
Teztiu 7 1 6.692 26.087
Engineering ..| 1 L 5.500 93.500
Miscellaneous. 1 1 223 1316
Total. Decern’
her 1923 .. 9 9 12.415 120,903
lotal, Novem-*
ber 1923 .1 11 487 712

*ix,, the number of workpeople multiplied by the number

working days, an allowance being made for workers replaced by
otbers.

There were 9 industrial disputes in December
1923, seven of which occurred in cotton
mills, one in a railway workshop, and one on

railway line. The number of workpeople

Workpeople involved .. 12418

affected was 12.415 and the working days lost
((.£.. the number of workpeople multiplied by
the number of working days less workers
replaced) 120.903 which it a large increase
on the November 1923 statistics.

Table 11 shows the causes and results of the
disputes.

Q.—Industrial Disputes—Results
August to December 1923

Sep<<ii>.
her 190. ber 1«J. hrr 190.

Number of strikes and
lock*oota

DisMtes in profreaa
at begnuung

Fresh diapules begun.
Disputes ended

Disputes in progress
atend

Number of workpeople
invoired .= 6.160

Aggregate duration in
working days ..1 25244
Demaftda—
Pay
Bonua
Peraonal
Lean and houn ..

Others

Results—

In faroar of eapfoy*
eea

Compromised

In farour of en™loy-

The last summary table shows, among other
things, the proportion of strikes settled in
favour of the employers and the employees,
or compromised.
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Ke iylif.s>-A" taAia™A <Ke L (*z3j*/ tBsAJ-ty/'S/
yiiAyy (fcer™Ju'zm
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Th LABOUR/"

B obnoQsly a nstter for the Bomtey Port Trost, and
being a quesdon of internal admrnHtratkm it is not
posBble (or Gewnment to interfere in a ngtt.rr al tins
land. The I/th and ISth resoiotiact, dea&g with
the Poets and Telegraphs Deputwents. are likewise
matters ior the Cosemmertt of India ; which remarks
apply also to the 19th rrsobitinn conreming the
nominatioa of Mr. K. C. Roy Chaudhan. The
20th and 2Itt resolutions are matten which coocem the
Union alone.

I win now deal with the remaining resohtxxu,
in which more or less directiy my Govcnnnexst is
concerned.

boUX LtBOCB REPHSDITATIVIS

With reference to the first resolution requesting
the nomination of Indian kboor representatives in the
Assembly, in the local Legislative Council and on local
bodies. Government has. of course, nothing to do with
the constitution of the Legislative .Assembly, and
nominations to it are matters (or the orders of the
Governor-General and the Government of India.
With regard to representation of labour in the Presi-
dency, 1 should welcome such represeniztioos, and,
with the present (randBse, it would stiQ teem to me
that it would be posnble in the near future (or candi-
dates representing laboor to come forward (or electioo
either to the Council or to the Corporatioo. 1 am
informed that, at the last general election, no purely
laboor candidate came forward; but 1 (eel sure that
in the future tins wiD not be the case. As you remind
me, under the Bombay Electoral Rules at least one of
the non-oficials nominated to the Legislative
Council must be a representative of labour. Govern-
ment would be prepared, if it is found that labour is
not represented on the Municipality at the next elec-
tion, to nonunate at least one representative of labour;
and recognmnz, as | do, that the work of the Improve-
ment Trust is a matter in which laboor is greatly
interested, | should be prepared to connxler very
favourably the nomination of a representative of

labour to that body at the next opportunity.
Dsixk AXD DsbC
I now come to the fifth resolution, dealing
with the prohibition of the production and sale of
intoxicant liquors. In accordance with a resolution
adopted at the meeting of the Le”slative Council hdd
on 3rd August 1921 and accepted by Government,
a Committee has been appointed to consider and
report in all dieir aspects upon the questions cf drink
and drug traffic in this Presidency and its total prohiln-
tion. The report of tins Committee has not yet been
received, but on its receipt the questions referred to in
your resolution will be considered by Government.
HOVS1.XC Scheme

The eighth resolution concerns the question of the

Hovang Scheme. | have already had an opportu-
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nity of very ezrefuOy in”xeting the hovmg

Bombhay, and one of the first questions which | asked
was whether there was any representation of laheaa.
on the Advisory Committee. 1 am informed that
Advisory Committee for Bombay City at present
consists of eight members and that the present re-
presentative of the working classes is Mr. S. K. Bole
I cannot agree, as at present advised, to add any
members to the Committee which. | consider, isalready
su&iently large, but any suggestions which the work-
ing classes may have to make can be placed before the
Advisory Committee through their representative on
it, and you may rest assured that such suggestiont will
be duly considered by the Committee, which, if
necessary, will refer them to Government for orders.
Recently considerable improvements have been made,
as the result of consultation, throughout all the cAauit
in the scheme, and for the information of the deputation

| may point out that the following recommendations
have been approved which will certainly meet some
other criticism offered in the past—

(a) That nahanis should be provided in each
room in all the Directorate chauU under construction
and to be constructed in future ;

That in each room in the chauJs under construc-
tion, in which the present standard type of wmdows
has already been built, the loft connected with the
chimney and other improvements (including a nofiaza),
should be provided;

(c) That in the cAencls under construction, in
which wmdows of the present standard pattern have
not yet been built, as well as in the chaicli to be
constructed in future, a shuttered type of window,
without sunshade, should be adopted, and the Ic™
and chimney should he done away with, the other
improvements (including a naham) referred to in
Q)) above being retained. With regard to the second
portion of the resolution, in any action which Govern-
ment has taken it is fully agreed that it is desirable
that provision should be made for the housing of
workmen employed in industry, and legislation already
provides that the Improvement Trust may assist
employers of the poorer classes to provide dwellings
for their employees.

Bosts TO Mill Employees

I now come to resolution No. 9 which deals with
the question of non-payment of bonus by Millowners,
and on this matter | can only point out what has been
the policy of Government in the past in a matter such
as this—a policy of which | cordially approve. It is
undoubtedly the duty of Government to abstain,
as far as possible, from direct interference in purely
economic disputes, exeqX in so far as such interference
may be called for  actual or probable breaches of the
puUic peace or by interference with public utility
services. 1 am quite convinced that, in the first

amn
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place, a full, frank and temperate dwnrssino in pufafic
on the points of difference between the employers
and the emplo>yed wiD lead the way to some settlement
by consent, which will be of more lasting benefit
than any w”Unw-nt imposed from without by
Government.
Rent Act

The tenth resolution, dealing with the extension of
the Rent .Act. will be considered when this matter
ctxnes for discusiioa again, but the deputation is
aware that in the case of Bombay and other places
(excluding Karachi) the Rent Act will be in operadon
up to the 31st December 1925 in respect of any pre-
mises used as a dwelling bouse, and up to the 31st
August 1924 in respect of any other premises.

Unemployment and Hocks of Wobk

With reference to resolutions Nos. 11 and 12 and the
various sub-heads of resolution 12 dealing in the main,
as they do. with unanployment and hours of work,
| am afraid that it is quite impossible for me in the
course of a reply to a deputation to deal in any way
adequately with matters involving questions of policy
and of legislation which for years past have been the
subject of the keenest controversy. | can cnly assure
the deputation that it is the obvious duty of
Government to do everything that lies in its power
to assist employment and to promote the welfare
of those engaged in industry, and Government is fully
aware of the necessity of taking every possible step to
this end.

Europeans in Private Service

With reference to resolution No. 13, | presume that
this resolution is referring to the case of Ejiropeans in
private service, where there are differentiations bet-
ween workmen. | am heartily in agreement with the
rule that equal work shall receive equal pay, but | do
not see how it would be possible for Government to
intervene if my interpretation of the resolution is

correct. ’

National, Central and Local Joint Counctls

I now come to resolution No 14 dealing with the
question of the formation of NationaL Central and
Local Joint Councils. The resolution to establish
the bodies referred to will certainly lie kept in mind
by Government, but 1 feel bound to say that 1 feel
very strongly the necessity of proceedmg cautiously
with the construction of any artificial organisation of
the relations between capital and labour.  The basis
of any such construction must be a full and an accurate
knowledge of the facts, and Government have under
consideration at the present time a bill for improving
the machinery for collecting those statistics which are

I Lo, It Ir', Jl
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nrrfwary for any useful interventioa in an econooiac
(hspute.
Labock OfTKX Statistics

The last resohiUao which was brought to my notice
has reference to the Matistirs prepared by the Labour
Office, but | understand that NLr. Baptata has been
to the Labour Office to disruss this matter with the
head of the Labour Bureau and is quite convinced
with the expianatiaa which has been given to him at to
the fall in the cost of living index. 1 am glad to notice
that Mr. Baptista in his Presidential address realises
how essential it is. in any industrial dispute such as
Bombay unfortunately experienced to the fun in
1919 and 1920. that both sides should have full and
accurate statistics of the cost of living, wages, the causes
of strikes and similar information, and | feel quite
sure that the work which is being done by the Labour
Bureau wiU be of greatest value to those engaged in
industry, but 1 shall be glad at any time to consider
any suggestions which might be made in this matter.

Trades Uxionism

1 have not yet had sufficient time in Bombay to
study, as 1 should desire to study, the industrial situa-
tions ; but it is obvious to me, from the remarks made
by Mr. Baptista in his Presidential address, that
trades unionism in Bombay is in its infancy, for he has
himself said that out of 350,000 workers in Bombay not
even 35,000 are organised, and that the mill workers
numbering 146.000 have only a couple of moribund
unions of negligible membership. 1 have had a consi-
derable experience of trades unionism, and frankly
1 am a friend of trades unions, but of course it must
be realised that the right to bargain on behalf of trades
unions must rest on the representation of the great
majority of those for whom trades unions have authority
to speak. 1 should hesitate at the present moment
to compare in any way this movement in the East
with any similar movement in the est, for there are
apparent difficulties here such as illiteracy and the
migratory character of labour, which do not obtain in.
Europe. 1 am quite convinced, however, that you
realise, as | do, the vital importance in industry
capital and labour working together, and it is not pos-
sible for me to emphasise too strongly the differenct
which exists between a great trades union movemene
and the organisation of bodies of workers who might
be used merely as Strike Committees; for trades
unionism is, and ought to be, the medium by which
genuine grievances can be redressed and by means of
which employers and employees work together for the
benefit of each other.

Gentlemen, 1 can only repeat that it has been a
pleasure to me to have seen you here to-day, and 1
am grateful to you for having given me the opportu-
nity of meeting you.”
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TRADE UNION CONGRESS

Fourth Annual Session

On page 35 of the December 1923 issue of

1 the Labour Gazette it was said that the Fourth
Annual Session of the All-India Trade Union
Congress would be held in Calcutta sometime
in February. The General Secretary of the
Congress recently issued a bulletin stating
that the question of fixing the exact date would
.be taken up in @ meeting of the Executive
ACouncil to be held at Lucknow on the 9th
January and that the agenda would include
the nomination of delegates for the Geneva
Conference. The Honorary Secretary of the
Labour Unions of Bombay, however, comrmunl-
cated by wireto Mr. C. R. Das and the Railway
Unions of Bengal his protest against the action
of the General Secretary of the Congress in
calling meetings of the Executive Council
without due notice except by putting them in
the papers. The Bombay Unions dissociate
themselves from the method which the Congress
Secretary has been pursuing. The Reception
Committee have nominated Mr. N. M. Joshi
of Bombay for the Presidentship of the next
e session of the Congress, and several Unions
have also recommended his name for that office.

Rz

ALL-INDIA LIBERAL FEDERATION

Trade Unions and Proteoton of
Industries

The National Liberal Federation of India
| concluded its sixth session at Poona on 28th
December last. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru presid-
| ing. The following, among other, resolutions
1. passed by the Federation are noteworthy
r (1) This meeting of the All-Indla Liberals
| desires to press on Government and Liberal
t Organisations the need of encouraging the
K establishment of Trade Unions in the country
J and of labour being adequately represented
in the Provincial and Central Lslatures
by direct election instead of by nomination as
at present.

2) This meeting of the All-India Liberals
is of opinion that protection of industries of
national importance should be given, the
period, form and degree of protection depend-
ing upon the condition and prospects of each
industry.
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ACCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS
Statistics for December 1923

The monthly statistics of the accidents ig
factories and workshops in the Bombay Presi-
dency, published on pages 5! and 52 of this
issue, contain details of accidents reported
during the month of December in Bombay City
and Island, Ahmedabad, Karachi and other
centres of the Presidency.

During December, in Bombay City and
Island, there were in all 130 factory accidents
of which seven were serious and the remainder,
123 minor accidents. Of the total number of
accidents 52 or 40 per cent, were due to
machinery in motion and 78 or 60 per cent, to
other causes. As in previous months, by far
the largest number of accidents occurred in
workshops, the proportion of accidents in
different classes of factories being 58 per cent,
in workshops, 36 per cent, in textile mills and
6 per cent, in miscellaneous concerns.

In Ahmedabad, there were in all six ac-
cidents all of which occurred in cotton mills.
Of these six, one was fatal, three serious and
the remaining two were minor accidents.
Four of these accidents were due to machinery
in motion and the remaining two to other
causes.

In Karachi, there were in all five accidents
three of which occurred in railway workshops,
and two in other factories. Four of these
were minor accidents and one was serious-
Of the five accidents two were due to
machinery in motion and three to other

causes.
In other centres of the Presidency, the
total number of accidents was 32 of which
9 were in textile mills, 18 in workshops and
5 in other Industries. Thirteen accidents
were due to machinery in motion and 19
to other causes. Of these 32 accidents, | was
fatal, 2 were serious and the rest minor.

Prosecutions

There were two prosecution cases in Bom-
bay against the cotton mills. One was under
Section 41 (/) for breach of Rule 33 (»).
The carding master was fined Rs. 100 and the
full amount of the fine was given to the injured
person as compensation. The second was
under Section 41 (/) for breach of Rule 34.
The Spinning Master was fined Rs. 25.

A-rf
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* FACTORY INSPECTION IN BOMBAY

The Factory Inspection Staff has been
separated from the Boiler Inspection Staff and
consists now of— _

| Chief Inspector of Factories.

1 Inspector of Factories, Bombay.

| Do. Ahmedabad.

3 Assistant Inspectors of Factories.

| Certifying Surgeon, Bombay.

| Do. Ahmedabad.
The appointment of Lady
under consideration.

Inspectors s
* Vide p. 27 of the Labour Gazelle for August 1923.

LABOUR IN BIHAR AND ORISSA

Factory Report for 1922

The Labour Office has received a copy,
recently published, of the Annual Report
on the working of the Indian Factories Act
in the province of Bihar and Orissa for the
year ending 31st December 1922. The
number of registered factories in the province
Increased during the year under review from
85 to 215. Of these 215, 71 were indigo
factories and 20 rice mills. In 1921, there
were only 7 rice mills and no indigo factories.
The Increase in the number of factories is
chiefly due to the amended Factory Act which
came into operation on 1st July 1922.

Operatives Employed
The table below shows the number of
persons employed in indigo factories, in
rice mills and in all industries during the
years 1921 and 1922 .—

Number of perions

employed in
1921 | 1922
1 5,719 1
Indifo
3,812 j 4.737
Rice

AH (ictorie* . 5m iAT51
|

There was an increase of over 18 per cent,
in the number of persons employed in all
factories; but this increase was not pro-
portionate to the increase of 153 per cent,
in the number of factories themselves. This
was due to the fact that many of the factories
of 1922 were smaller in size than those of

H 965-8
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1921 and that a considerable number of
persons employed in 1921 on building
operations In connextion with factories was
excluded from the 1922 figures. The employ-
ment of women and children increased in
a slightly greater ratio than the increase of
total employed persons. It is to be noted
that during the year several managers entirely
abolished the employment of children and that
the persistent employment of women during
illegal hours was completely discontinued
without resort to prosecution.

Wages
The following table gives the average dally
rates of wages paid to factory employees in the
province .—

N Aven
Occupation. enge

diily wiga.
Superoiuon of lahour. | Ri. a. p.
Fsetory engineer 5 80
Chergenun of ildJled workeri I 4 0
Chargenun of untlciJleH workeri. I 0 0
Skilled labour.
Engine driver H o1l 0
Firenun 010 ¢
Oilman i 07 0
Fitter 11 40
Turner 1 20
blacksmith 05 0
Moulder omn o
Carpenter 014 o
bricklayer 1 20
Compositor 010 O
Machinist 1 4 0
UnJiilled labour.

Male cooly 0O 6 O
Female cooly 0 4 9
Child cooly 0 4 6

Safety

The Report states that, during the vyear,
there was a substantial improvement in the
fencing of machinery, in the use of safety
devices and in the application of safety rules.
A very Important class of fencing was that
provided to give protection from railway
traffic in factories. The total length of railway
running within factory precincts was nearly
100 miles ; and the portions of the line fenced
in 1922 (mostly at awkward curves and conges-
ted points in big factories) amounted to a
length of about 3,000 yards. Railway gates
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for croasingj were either erected or under
erection at about a dozen places.

Accidents IANi) Prosecutions
The total number of accidents was 1,273 in
1922 as against 1,436 in 1921. There was thus
a decrease of about 12 per cent, in the total
number of accidents in spite of an increase of
over 18 per cent, in the total number of per-
sons employed ; which, in other words, meant
a reduction in the accident rate (t.c., number of
accidents per 100 persons employed) from
2’51 to r8j or about 26 percent. In the case of
fatal accidents the rate fell from 007 to 0'0232
or about 66 per cent., the actual number of
cases being 17 in 1922 as against 41 in 1921.
The perceptible mitigation of the accident
rate was mainly due to the improvement in
fencing. In all industries, the accidents caused
by rolling stock alone decreased from 78 in
1921 to 45 in 1922, the fatal cases out of
them numbering 4 in 1922 as against 13 in 1921.
The prosecutions instituted during the year
were in the case of certain evasions of the law
regarding the fencing of machinery. Convic-
tions were secured in 7 cases under one or
other of the sub-sections (A), (/), (), (i) of
Section 41 of the Factories Act.

Sanitation

The Report states that there was
satisfactory Improvenrent during the year In
the sanitation of the factories already on the
register, that there was no reason to suspect
any serious defect In the quantity or quality
of the drinking water, that Inadequate ven-
tilation was a rarity and that In a few cases
better lighting was necessary. It is Interesting
to note that in one large factory a number of
spray fittings were installed so that, in the hot
weather, the water might agreeably be cooled
by evaporation and that this was much appreci-
ated by the operatives.

Housing

The only development, says the Report, In
the provision of living accommodation by
employers consisted In the addition of more
quarters to meet Increased requirements at
factories, where quarters had already been
provided, and at newly built factories.

The Report contains an interesting zlnco-

g?_ra hed chart showing factory statistics for
91&-1922.
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE
ORGANISATION OF FACTORY
INSPECTION

QUuES'TIONNAIMK

rhe QucHtlonrinlre on tlie General Princl.
pics for the Organisation of Factory Irispectb,,,
addressed to the Governments of the severft|
States Members of the Organisation was jiub.
lished in cxlento on paua <l the fmhonf
Gazelle for October 1923. | he Question,
nalrc was drawn op by the Interriallonjj
Labour Office In the light of the discussion
the Governing Body. It began with a pre.
IIminary question the object of which was to
define precisely the subject to be dealt with
by the Conference. I’he rest of the Question-
naire was divided into three parts dealing
successively with (1) the scope of Inspection,
i.e., the nature of the work which Insrzcctlon
should carry out and the character of trie pro-
visions of the laws and regulations which It
should supervise, (2) the functions and powers
of inspectors, i.e., the general conception of the
Inspector’s functions and the rights with which
he should be invested In order to carry out
these functions, and (3) the administrative
organisation of Inspection.

The object of this only subject on the agenda
of the Fifth International Labour Conference
was to Indicate how Inspection should be
organised In practice In order to ensure proper
and effective enforcement of the laws for the
protection of the workers. The replies re-
ceived were from the Governments of large
Industrial States which have long had Inspection
services as well as States newly constituted or
reconstituted since the Treaties of Peace and
extra-Eufopean countries whose labour legis-
lation is still of recent date. All these States
were unanimously of opinion that the
Conference might usefully Indicate In a
Recommendation general principles for projxrriy
organising supervision of the enforcement of
labour laws.

Report of the International Labour
Office
The Report submitted by the International
Labour Office on receipt of replies to the
Questionnaire consists of three Chaptert.
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I he lirsl Chapter rr(irzxlu<.es the trpliaa tA
tlie Govrrnrrients, arrangf/l by tj/iintriaa in
alplialzetlial t/rtit-r under aat h lieazliiig tA iD’
Questionnaire. | he sec/zrul (Aiaptar ty/ntaint
a general survey of the rjuestlon in the light tA
these rejilles. ‘“llie third an/l final (Aiaptt-f
gives the c/mcluslons forrrrulate/J by the ()lIhtas
on the basis of the replies and the text tA a
draft Kcczzmrnendallon subrnitte/l as a basis
for discussion at. the Oznferen/x, I'ha
lizgrxzrt analyses the replies of the fl/zverrirnents
acczzrding as they relate tiz the folbzwing
subjects under the several main sections of
the Questionnaire :—

Preliminan/ Quetlion

/. Sfihere of fnape”litm.
ffi) Prindpal uMirli of llw bupuJoraU.
(h) AAAitb/nal dalifa of the imped/rrate.
(c) Nature of a/lAitloruA tlutlei.
U.—Funclit/fu amf Ptnoart of frupa.t(rrt.
(a) Right of entry.
(/z) fuAid/u poujeri.
(c) AAminutratiue potffert.
(d) Moral and vtdnl taped of buped/rrt dutbu.
(e) Annual reportt.
Uf,—Orgam»ali(/n of fnapactitm.
(a) One or rru/re bupedbm terubxt.
If)) Superoidon trf tpedal te/Jmiad prooUbmi.
(c) Adndnutratioe wgantMIb/n.
id) Recruitment and training of bupedart.
(e) Partidpalb/n of women in bupedbm.
(f) CoUtd)fjralbm t/f the workart bt bupedbm.
(J) Cff'Operaibm of the poUce and b)tMI authwUba.

The Report states ;

"On a large number of points, however, there Is
corulderable unanimity in tha t/pinitma expressed by
the Governments, and it has appeared (Xzssihle to
draw some general jzrinciples from tfie different replies.
On the other hand, the variety in administrative
pradtica, iud'ic'ial prtjcadura, industrial de~velopment
and even customs in the different czzuntriei seemed to
make it difficult to deal with some questions in the
rigid form of a definite jzrzzposal,”

Recommendation

Tha Recommendation begins with tha gtata.-
memt of certain considerations, which halp
to bring out the Importance of a Recomnrten-
datlon on Inspection In connexion with the
general development of international labour
legislation and to dahna ita limita. Tha first
three Parts of It (Sphere of irupectum ; Nature
of the functioru and potcert of irupectort; and

Ofganiu/llf/n itf kef'llA wtib 0**
ihfff tf i+ — S srd IUb/w
the sub divitiont U ra/fi
M |/*l««ibl«, Sub diViMon h U tix W/z/id
'i/lion of ilk- Ijm th/n*
'UtA/b’/J aotf in « dishn*t
llir Hri/ffiiiii*-ittIMttoii, 1bis f/Ofth (hi,
rritt/fit) toitUtitt a boal
wbnb tit-alt with tfie {Xztsil/ility td Ut'attog
tra/ h in ibf rt-f/t/ftt t/f a anlffr/i td bygir’t?,
ttr aalcty vrlt-tIA/l m ativantr lzy flie ~xzwnii»g
lit/tly t/(tbf. Intdrfnational ljibt/i/f O)fbt/,, ‘I'bf,
pnn/.ipbra sebylz/J It,r intfiiai'/n in flie drsft
»if, nearly alwav* hav/l t/fi Ifse ~(/ini'/ns td
elie majority tA tfie (‘it/v™ninrnta, /i
tifjivt/iif baa lzeen invbs to inditat™. f/rieffy tins
«(/lIrlt winch it is o/nsldered In tbt" light t/f tine
enuttzriknt: tA tht; frit>at inAnatfialiaf*A fy/untrn™a
aht/ulA Insjrire th/; W'rfe tA Insp«yd»/in
altancb/nin'mt tA the (xzJkx. anA
afnf'it. u/nbA/;n/J: (A trtnplt/ytrfa In lrnpe/Jz/rs
who keep pace witJi tins times, and a go/w'ing
underatanding on tfie flart tA ti»e p/;ivrtn
directly tdrtu/rtnM tA the real utility tA tha
work tA prtAatjtit/n,

In c/jricluAirig tha fbj/t/ft, tha ()fbfJt vjggest-
ed the hdl//wlrig ptt)t/Aiifa, tAz., that a general
dlacuasu/n rnig”it Ize z.”>ened, trz Izegln with, to
1~ for a day or two, in tffA/rr Ui settle the pre-
liminary question, to rl~ride Iy wAr, aAtanh”r
tha draft liatyA”™nrrtandatit/n waa to f>e adrzpted
trt mA as a laiait of diacuatit/n ami to d~me
the general form whicli tlie Kez/anrraendatl/xi
waa to take. Imrnediately after tills ~leral
discussion, ftair (y/rmrnvnt/na rrriglit he ap’
fttarrtod to deal with the four grz/up» tA t~tan
tlonM corrtalned In the Reczawnend”™zn, 71«
genzrral discussion rrright again he zzpened, aa
usual, at a plenary sitting tA the Corrfzrrence.
The Drafting Ozmrrwttee would follow up
the different parts tA Ana Hat./ft(imaridalm/ti ma
they wara anf/fAad, and a final v<4e tm the
ctanplata text rrright he taken rzn the last day
tA tna Gznference. In additit/n P> the hau
aftranivAt/na suggested by the Office, the Con-
ference arlopted a separate c/xnr/risslori to
deal with the spedal question of safety.

RasrAAMfAW

Tha Conference held ten plenary «t-
tIn« between 22nd and 29th October 1923
artd adopted the Recommendation and also
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approved or adopted the following, among
other, resolutions

1. That in view of the importance of safety work,
the Committee recommends that the International
Labour Office be instructed to proceed to a survey of
measures already in force in certain countries which,
through the reduction of Insurance premiums for
accident compensation and other means, tend to
encourage improvement of health conditions and the
reduction of the number of accidents.

2. The Conference invites the International
Labour Office to publish each year on the basis of
the annual inspection reports issued in the different
countries a general report summarising the results
obtained in the different States and to endeavour to
secure the largest measure of uniformity possible in the
presentation of the reports of the different countries
and especially in the compilation of statistical tables,
in order to allow of more exact comparison.

3. The Fifth Session of the International Labour
Conference, considering the importance for the safety
of railway workers of questions relating to automatic
couplings, requests the Governing Body to obtain
Information from Governments and from international,
technical and industrial organisations upon the
question of automatic couplings, in order to decide
whether an international agreement in the matter is
desirable in the interests of the workers.

4. The Conference requests the Governing Body
to consider the possibility of inscribing on the Agenda
of a forthcoming Session of the Conference the institu-
tion of a special Inspection system for the mercantile
marine distinct from the industrial inspection system.

The full text of the Recommendation as
adopted by the Conference will be published
In a later issue of this Journal. Some of the
clauses of the Recommendation were pub-
lished on page 26 of the Labour Gazette for

December 1923.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF
FACTORIES

In connexion with the discussion of the
Fifth International Labour Conference on the
general principles for the organisation of
factory inspection, the International Labour
Office has published in proof a comparative
study of the organisation and work of the
medical Inspection service in various countries.
The report is based on information received
in reply to a questionnaire dealing with the
most important functions which are or might be
entrusted to the service. The questionnaire was
sent to those States Members of the Organisa-
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tion which actually possess a medical insp”™
tion service or have taken steps to provide f

medical collaboration in their factory inspcctl®
service. The replies from which the Infom"**
tion contained in the report is derived wer*
received from the following countries: South
Africa, Germany, Australia, Austria, Belgluj
Canada, France, Great Britain, Greece, Hung.’
ary, ltaly, Japan, Norway, Netherlands, Poland
Czecho-Slovakia, Serb-Croat-Slovene King.’
dom, Sweden and Switzerland. Unofficial
information on medical factory inspection 1*
Soviet Russia was also obtained. The principal
part of the report is devoted to an account of
the organisation of the public medical factory
inspection services in the various countries

adnrinistrative  position and organisation,
appointment and  functions of  medical

inspectors, advisory medical officers, local

inspection services, and advisory boards and

counclls. Thereis, however, aseparate chapter

dealing with one of the functions of the

medical inspectors : the prevention, diagnosis

and notification of Industrial diseases. There

is a table showing the industrial diseases

which are compulsorily notifiable. The report

concludes with an account of the technical

training of medical inspectors and the modifi-

cations proposed in the existing systems of

medical factory Inspection.

INDIAN STUDENT-APPRENTICES
IN ENGLAND

At a meeting of the East India Assodation
a speaker who is engaged in supervising rolling-
stock works in the North of England declared
that Indian student-apprentices who came to
that part of the country were most satisfactory
and worthy of encouragement. He said that if
India is to progress Industrially, she must have
competent men to supervise her Industries, and
young Indians cannot become capable of this
work unless they receive thorough training.
It is hoped that more Indians of the right
stamp will fit themselves for carrying on
industries in their own country.

LABOUR IN BRITISH GUIANA

For want of labour, the acreage in sugar-
canes in British Guiana has been reduced from
78,000 in 1918 to 54,000. The Planters’
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Association has  invited the Governor,
Sir Graeme Thomson, to endeavour to
introduce at least 1,500 families from India.

Sir Graeme Thomson has taken up the matter
with the British Government, and, through the
British Government, with the Government of
India ; but he believes that further delay in the
negotiations for settlers will occur, as the report
of a deputation which visited the Colony from
India some time ago to go into the question of
Indians settling in British Guiana has not yet
been discussed by the Indian I™egislature.

LABOUR CONDITIONS AT SEA

A joint international commission of ship-
owners, seamen, and representatives of the
International Labour Office of the League of
Nations met at the Ministry of Labour on 17th
December 1923 to consider questions affecting
the conditions of life and labour of seafarers.
Thp proceedings were private. A report
surveying the work and progress in various
countries in connexion with the notification
and application of Draft Conventions and
Recommendations of the International Labour
Conferences of 1920and 1921, affecting juvenile
employment, unemployment indemnity for
shipwrecked sailors and hours of work in the
fishing Industry, was submitted by M. Albert
Thomas, Director of the International Labour

Office.

WELFARE WORK IN MILLS

The Tata Group of Mills
The following table gives the details of the
disecises and the number of female operatives
treated by the Lady Doctor at the mills
controlled by Messrs. Tata Sons, Ltd., during
the months of October and November 1923 .—

Number of cases
treated during
Diseases.

October.  November.

1. The Alimentary System (Stomatitis Dyspep-
sia.  DiarrhiEa. Constipation. Dysentery,"
Intestinal Worms and Piles)

2. The Urinary Systenf(Cystitis)

3. Muscular arid Articular Systems (Myalgia
arid Arthritis)

4. The Nervous System (Headache and Neu-
ralgia)

H 965-9

Naalaw

21 15

16 25

41 n

X 45

1 2

4 4

T«J .. 219 246

CoLABA AND NeW GrEAT EaSTERN FrEE
Dispensaries

According to the Medical Officer's Report
of the operatives treated during December
1923 at the Free Dispensaries controlled by
Messrs. W. H. Brady & Co., Ltd., 1,012 fresh
cases were admitted during the month into
the Colaba Dispensary in addition to 327
repetition cases making a total in all of 1,339.
Of the 1,355 cases treated at the New Great
Eastern Free Dispensary, 558 were fresh
admissions and 797 repetition cases. The
following statistics show in detail the cases
treated in the two dispensaries—

Number of cates
treated during
December 1923.

Tbe New
Diseases. The Great
Colaba Eastern
Land and Spuming
MiU Co., and
Ltd. Weaving
“) O., Ltd.

pvMnUfy 33 24
MaUn* 181 222
Ober (even 2 132
Rbcumatisn) and Rheamatk paint.. 43 28
Eyes and ears 80 38
Respintory lyston 77 166
Diarrfaiza 41 41
Dyspepsia 45 153
Liver 1 7
Digestive system 130 106
Sldn 77 | 245
Ulcers . . L n ! 25
AU otl>er diseases - .- 218 i 71
Injuries . . . i 97

Total ..j 12 j 1355

(a) Tbe numbers represent frab case™.
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HOUSING IN BOMBAY

Development Chawls

Since the appearance of the last report on the
subject in the issue of the Labour Gazette for
May 1923, appreciable progress has been made
in the industrial housing programme under-
taken by the Bombay Government. Out of a
total number of 2,720 rooms now ready for
occupation, a block of 80 rooms has been
let to the Gty of Bombay Improvement Trust
at full economic rent for accommodating the
inhabitants of the Tulsirampada, who were
dishoused by its operations in that area, and
2,328 rooms were occupied on the 19th Novem-
ber 1923, as shown belc

Number Pacoitage
Ocoipaban.
tounu.

Mul>binia

Ri3«” onployea
Muniastl emplonei

Artiiua

Bombay Dereloiraeiit Directonte onployea
Bombay Improvonen! Tnst employea
Olber daily labourcn

Port Tnst onployea

Dockyard employea

Tramway Company employea

Infant Welfare Soaety

Time-lucpen

Cootneton

TaduKollecton and oaminen
Seboobmasten

SboMnaloa

MotnT".dinen

TelesrKih Department employea

*Ths iadada 26 roams lo (ar actually occupied in the block allotted
lo tbe Cty ol Bombay Improvement Trust

k will be seen from this statement that.
after excluding 133 rooms let to the Police
and 15 rooms to the Infant Welfare Society,
only 78 rooms are occupied by clerical classes
and 133 rooms by other classes, such as time-

pers, contractors, ticket-collectors and exa-
s, shoe-makers, motor-drivers and school-
itrs. The remaining 1,967 rooms are
the working classes, that is to manual
rs in industry and transport, including

Bombay Municipality, the City of Bombay
Improvement Trust, the Bombay Develop-
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ment Directorate, the Bombay Port 7
and the Royal Indian Marine.
of 2,328 tenants, 84'49 per cent. belongT
the working classes, and if the rooms occ™
pied by the Police andthe Infant Welf
Society are excluded, [the percentage
tenants who belong to the working claiu.
generally is over 90.

The following table shows the allocation of
rooms to each class of worker in the chawls |
different areas .—

situation of ChawU.

'
Particulars of rooms. J Taw,
. OelLuu
Naifftum "~ Worli.
Total nianber of rooms .. 13«0 560 goo ! 1ZIS
Number of rooms let to worluai
dassca 1.198 240 520 | |x7
Ntmiber of rooms let U clerks 67 7 4 7
Number of rooms let to other daase*.. 24 192 67 2»
out of Outof  Outof
which 5 which which 5
are let 133are  are let
to the let to to the
Infant Police Infant
wdftfe  and 5 Wadfars
Sodetv.  tothe Sodety.
Infant
Welfare
Society.
1.289 |
Total nomber of rooms let -439 600 Z3a

*EzdudiM >4 room roaat in the block aUotted to the Bombay ImprovancM

It has been recently decided to make the
following improvements in the Directorate
chawls—

(a) that nahants should be provided in each
room in all the chawls under construction and
to be constructed in future;

(6) that in each room in the chawls under
construction, in which the present standard
type of windows has already been built, a
loft connected with the chimney and other
improvenrents (including a nahani) should be
provided,;

(c) that in the chawls under construction,
in which windows of the present standard
pattern have not yet been built, as well as in
the chawb to be constructed in future, a
shuttered type of window without sunshade
should be cidopted, and the loft and chimney
should be done away with, the other improve-
ments (including the nahani), referred to in (6)
above being retained.

Rents for rooms in such of the chawls as are
not provided with these improvements remain
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unaltered, but rents for rooms in those chawls
which are fitted with these improvements
have been increased by Re. | per room to
cover the extra cost involved thereby. The
rents at which rooms in the latter class of
chawls are let are as follows .(—

Ground floor

1st floor

2nd and 3rd floors ..

An extra charge of Re. | per room is also
made for corner rooms.

Sixteen chaivls, containing 1.280 tenements.
are Being erected on the Sewri-Mazgaon
Reclamation for housing labour near the new
Cotton Depot at Sewri.

10 8 O per room

CONSUMPTION OF LIQUOR IN THE
BOMBAY PRESIDENCY

Decrease in Licit Consumption

The Government of Bombay have now issued
their Reportson the administration of the Excise
Department in the Bombay Presidency. Sind
and Aden for the financial year 1922-23.
This is a question of much interest and
importance in view of the consumption by the
industrial worker especidly i Bombay*.
The most striking feature of these Reports is
that the total licit consumption of country
liquor in the Presidency Proper decreased by
3.09.000 gallons, i.e., fifteen per cent. The
consumption of licit liquor was as follows :(—

Bombay Presidency

Yea ended 31«t Mardi. Gallons (London proof)

1914 (pre-wir yev) 2.457
1915 2341
1916 2.187
1917 2317
1910 2.656
1919 ZAT72
1920 .. .1 2.641
1921 .. 2.615
1922 . ] 2,101
1923 1392

The per capita consumption of country
spirit and toddy in the same period in Bombay
City was as follows :

£dc Report on an Enquiry into Working Qaav BudgeU, Bombay -
G. Findlay Shirraa, Bombay, Covenunent Central Preaa, 1923, paraa.

lau al palm Iraaa.

t rinira no) @"av4a?

The decrease is most noticeable in the case of
Bombay City and Thana District where a
large labouring population has been gathered
on the various development schemes. The
decrease in the consumption of liquor is
attributed to certain changes, some of them of
the most far-reaching character, such as the
rationing of all country shops, which were
introduced during the year of the Reports with
a view to impose a direct check on the consump-
tion of liquor. The Reports show that th
decrease in the consumption of licit liquor was
not accompanied by a larger consumption of
more deleterious intoxicants; nor has it been
replaced by more expensive foreign liquor
except, to a small extent, by the cheaper kind
of Indian-made brandies and whiskies. So
far as toddy has been substituted for country
liquor, the change, the Government of Bombay
consider, is for the better, as toddy, when not
stale, is an innocuous beverage in comparison
with country liquor.

I1ticit Consumption

There is one feature of the Reports which is
deemed by the Government of Bombay as a
cause of great anxiety. There has occurred
a large increase in the number of offences
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rdating to liquor. The number of such

ofiences in the Presideocy Proper is as
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Cases of 3kit uuportation, ale and distilla-
tion rose in the vear ended 31it .March 1923
from 1,9S to 2jB~orby51 per cent Sogreat
an increase m the mnidier of odeiKcs has
prompted the gaestion in some quarters whether
the r> consomptioo of ligim has been appre-
ciaUy reduced. How far du increase in crime
is thie result of the pohey of (jovemment and
in what respects that pohey requires modifica-
tion is a questioa which is to receive the
serious consideration of (jovemment.

UNEIIPLOYMpIT Di SINGAPORE
There is much middle das unemployinent in
Singapore, the main reason for wirich appears
tohethe (™-war “ slump " in local businesses.
A GinBrattoe appointed by the (SovemOT to
inquire into the matter has recently sent in its
report from winch it appeal that ““ during the
yean immediately following the dote of the
war, the Colony obtained a great reputation for
j prosperity wind) undoubtedly attracted many
t penoot from India and Ceyion to compete
with the Straits-honi Chinese, Eurasian and
.Malay m eii*>loyinait for which a mederate
knowledge of Enghsh was a requirement.
That th> years of progjenty have been fol-

has been broc”™ home to all of os, and the

consequences of the (fissobtion of many newly
estd)hshed hosiDess houses and the contraction
of the activities of others have been disastrous
to many of their employees™, Tierc is a
de”ee of resemblance b~*een this state of
thmgs and that experienced ehewhere which
is borne out by the frank, bat despairing
adnusuon of the Singapore Committee that
** for the rehef of the unemployed or unonploy-
aUe derk we regret we can offer no tabsfac-
tory remedy” Technical education might.
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perhaps, be suggested as a palliative, but “ tk
great majority of the yoi”™ of the countiv haa™

no desire for such training **, They all wmL
to be derks.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN GREAT
BRITAIN

Misistib cy Labour’s Views

Sir .Memtague Barlow, Minister of Labour
speaking at Shrewsbury on 23rd .November
1923, rderred to the growth of urtemploynKm
whidi, he said, was eating like a sore at thi
heart of the nation. The ~res of unempJoy,
ment remained in the region of one and a
quarter miliirms for many months. They,
however, dropped .by about 20 thoutonj
in the second week of November arxl were
practicalJy stationary during the week follow-
ing. Further, the percentages were showing
a steady, if slow, reduction and canK down to
a httic over 11 per cent. THmM compared, in
his ofxnion, very favourably with the figures of
17 and 18 per cent, a \eax or more ago, bat
the evil remained terrible and pressing.

The Prime .Minister's programme, he said,
did at least promise the hope and proap”™ (A
a real remedy. The programme put in the
forefront the protection of the standard of
among the masses arxl included t promotion
of European peace aixl the co-ordination of the
three greatinsuraiKe systems—old age, sicknea
aixl unemployrrjent. Sir .Morrtague Barlow
dealt at len”™ with the main advantages which
the (jovernment hoped to gain from the re-
arrangement of the fiscal system as proposed
by the Prime .Minister. One of the advantages
was die creation of opportunities for enmhw-
roent in develc™Mng the great States of the
Empire abroad. *

Referring to the programmes of the Dberal
and Labour Parties he said that the capital
levy could only have the result of depletii»
tk. savings of the people and of industry and,
so far from helping unemployment, was
only likely to increase it. So ~as the Liberal
Party was concerned, he fourxl it difficult to
appreciate what exactly was their policy.

In regard to free trade, he was of opinion
that it gave no adequate remedy against un-
employment, although it had been in vogue
in Great Britain for the past many years.
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WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACT,
1923

Great BftiTAIM

-n™ Workmen's Corrg>emation hA, 1923,
Mxived ffie Asaerrt 16th November
1923 opcr™on on 1st Jammy
1924. An oi™ne cAtbit Bill, as introduced into
the Ho««« Commorw, was “~Ccn on pp.
21-24 of the Labour Gazette for July 1923, and
the amendments passed by thc® House

dnrins the ffiird reading on pp. 34-35 of the
for December 1923. The following

are other prowions of the new Na worthy of

The tenn “ workman” indodes a pen««i
gg™Jojed otherwise than by way of noaiwl UxKxr

y;n»m«aty>n does not exceed £350 a yw,
mitead A £250 as ondcr the principal A™

Tlk rnrrmacri amoorA  cempemation payable
to the jer~wtatfs of a deceased worionan is fixed at
SJif) (nwt<” of k309 as under the old Act and £50)
as B the BiO as introckiced): while the percental
h,,;, on which the children allowance is arrived A hu
iy»n increased fr*om 10 to 15,

(3) The amount of cempensatioo under the new
Act, O frtal aaa, if the wotkmai leaves any
depeocknts wholly dependant upon Im earnings, shaS
Nea equal to bh earnings during the three preced-

tears or iJSf) (instead of £150 as taider the old
AdX whsdsEver is the larger,

Gxapensation will be payable also for the best
tlvee days of disahlement (the watfhig period), if the
incapacity lam for frur weeks or upwards,

(5) Tlk (hscretion (A the Court which, under the
old Act, was to detemune the weekly peymesA to sdach
a workman is entitled in the erentcA im being partially
(hsahled by accident (within certain hmitsX is now
exduded, and the weekly payment is hxed mathemati-
cally Such amounts can, therefore, be ascertained by
simple calculatirxis,

(6) The secticB requiring the posting up ofa nanmary
of so br as they relate to notices of accidesAs artd
other matters, is made to apply to ships, mines,
quarries, factories aixl workshops. An accideitf book
is also required to be kept, in which may be erAered
particnlars of accidents by the injured workman or bf
Km one acti”™ on his behalf; and an entry in this
book is srcient notice of the accident for purposes
of the Acts

(7) The maxirrBim payment in case of fatal accident,
where the workman has left no dependaxAs, is £15,
instead of £10 as under the priiKipal Act, The provi-
SHos as to hmap-sum paymeiAs (in redemptioo of
weekly poymeats) are amerided in reflect of workmen
under 21 years of aae.

a96fr-to

—
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tX) The Home is tm™* >>temju
anf fatiofj cJms c4 factories, wtare «e A

MaujMTf tn tnev tA the iMadber uAnte 4 gw,
accvkwls 'xcnrrt&g dkeresM. to reqfMe dv fe/iayato
(Make special pr<9niMSS to tefjnte Saa du;
esspiorso.

Othex StxxoTW AaasmGKB

The fUlrzwing aanerAinKMU wkadi were
eit™ witficfranm hy the mcivers m the Hense
tA Gf/naat/oet. ot rejected by the Hocue are «4
iflterext:—

O) The prmipM AtZ liedl he appfed to inia»t
trfiVaifuaa. ila teqaehe (dheaae);

("™ The principal Act be applied to dheavt or
aS~™Ai of the eye;

O) Additer. shdi be node to the ‘jtiatarf
yxaetif/fi. vieudeA to a widow of the sckcel fees W meh
children >> atere attendhiq a kxzmAkj aehizX
tn t/Seta ndnteKeA edncational snatAaAsM A the tone
when his frther w» bled;

(4) A workunn who is tAnetA froati wwk, owiiag

to niforf, ff/t 14 days shol receise ccwapfTisrAistt bwh
for the hint three Ar]™ (A has diaableasesA and fw the

reanander tA the period; and

Chose 6 (diaSnq with the Mchnaon of certaaa
accidents arisiag outside the scope of
thol contain the provinon that the act sdisch led tothe
arxidesA w» ** Atjot fem AAe  the worknun in sooe
exceptional dirctsnatances**.

|.MSL-BA.%CE

The rievr AtX has cermderabJy improved the
positicin of the * wotkman Conseoaemir
it has increased ffie reaspanaSo&tj tA mt em’
pioycr, and, hence, also die obfigAtions aawmed
1~ Insurance GwnparB ta transacting etofieffera’
halxhty business. An added interestis, thwe-
fore; acquired by the arrangement etrtered irto
in May last between the Home Office and the
,Acddent Offices Aaociatioo hx the porpoae
oflimiting the chari”™ to ai“doyers in le™xct
tA esB”avera Habi” irHurance,

WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION ACTS
IN THE UNTIED STATES
The Medical Aspet

The Labour Office has received from the
Nalional Industnal Coaferettce Board,, New
York, a copy o( its Research Report No. 61
on Workroen’s Congiensatioo. Workmen’s
compensation laws in the United States date
from 1911. These laws are now in eSect
in forty-two states. The passage of these Jaws
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NiTERNATTONAL LABOUR i
FERENCE WholetaU Market Prieet g Bornhay (Feeds:
Sixth Session

The Goveramcrt of India have _ 1923,

informed tbat the sixth Session of tL i BU  »
natonal Labour Conference will open
Jwie 16«h, 1924 The Me. 411 3 59 9 ttt
Conference was pobbsbed on page 26 x ** Cm. 42 5 9 7E to 919 9 <99
L(d)oar Goxetie for 5ACTiber 1923.  ** = I
In addrtiop to the items stated die, - g ‘11 g g %1% 411 1 .
Conference will also deal with the oueSL"* . 3409 341 15 S % 5
the institutioc a procedure for 4309 M 337 20 3
ment of conventions. Each State 31* 5 5W 5 $4t 54t
r~esented by four delegates, of wh"™j™ Cm. .3 . 5 e« Hio
wdl be Government representatives, on”™"* VYHB ; a ‘Il ‘/ -gul? 2 0a
r~esentative of the emplov'ers and * neo
representative oflabour. The rightof ncw”/™* (fH’ g unl é %tﬁ g 2'31&
119 119 3 2a 3 19

ing all delegates re”™ with the Governnfc,™
India, but, in selecting delegates for emmph”™
and labour, the Government of InJa™B
attach diK impOTtance to the recwnmendatto”™
made by organised representative . Prices in July 1914 = 1CO
of onplmn” and employed- AD sugge”omi

to theoomtnatioo”™ non-Govemment delLgat”™

Expressed ta pacadjo” of Jtiy 1914

should reach the Secretary to t ~“vemangpj Hf M IS 07
of India, Department of Industries and Labour ,\'\,I’l 1K3§ %999' 44
at the earliest posiUe date, and, in any case’ Mt m 18
not later than 15th February 1924, in order to Rﬁ% 193 9 54
enable the Government to male selections, to Wi 103 XA
report them to the Intemational Labour Offio — : — T
and to make adecpiate arrangements for the Mt 12
tourney of the deiegates. The Government of —_— -
Intfia wiD pay tweDing expenses for aD dele- Mt e
gates hnaOy nominated, whether they represem MF IM w w
Government or not.
t-e- Mt S > M
STATISTICS OF MIGRATION
L'n™" or South Ahuca Mt §2t 2 ey
The fc4lowing table shows the nundier of 1 M{ H 09 Vs
aorivak into, and departures from, Liraof
South-Africa of Xon-Europeant (bring October i Mt | ts. le
1923 and the period Januaryto October 1923-— 6
f «< <h
; ::IM/IE mlt ri9 2
: 375
Ota~ma3- - i Mt 2N M
FcBsaao* VS
AB 37*
99 rtr>.ai »| 13w

/mill 1 rMdu iss-
. 415
ye< i, 23~ M
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Wh,,l«ale Marie* Prices in Bombay (Non-food.)

July 1914,

OiheeJt— i Swnpore (bfown)

Linseed
Rapeseed
Poppy”™
Gingelly
Tatiler-Cotlerr-
(fl) Cotton—TOtD-
Broach

Fully good
Oomra Saw-ginoe?
Dharwar Machine gmned
Khandesh Do.
Bengal

(i) Cotton manajaclurer- 408

Twist . ] Fari 2,000

Grey shirtings "6.M :

UTiite mull ) . .

he me tSSe’36'%37i yds

Shirtings

Long cloth / 54'x6yds.

Chudders

Expressed as percentages of July 1914

Prices in July 1914= 100

OihetJt—
Linseed .j Cawnpore (brown) 1oo
Rapeseed 1o
Pi~pyseed 100
Gin~Uy

Average—Oilseeds 100
Texiila—Colton—
(a} Cotton—rant—
Broach
Oomra Fully good
Dhaiwai Saw-"ned
Kknndwh Machine ginned
Avenge—Gatton—raw
Vi) Cottonmanafactara—
Twist
Grey shirtings i Fari,2,000 100
Wh~ mulls 100
' 6,600 100
J Liepmann’a 1,500 100
+; Lo<”™ made 36*x37i yds. 100
i 54*X6 yds. 100
e—Cotton mannfurtiirx
too

fArenge Textilej—Cotton
100

December

138
130
123

135

184
219
224
248
229
218

220

212

November

130
125
140

138

233
225
221
253
253
226

235

245

231
225
221
258
231
210

229

243

Kee<*™

other textile

Average-

Hiiei
Do. BuflJo
Skins, Goat

Other textile.

Average-Hides and Sldns

Iron bars
Steel hoop*

GJvanized sheets

Tin plates

A.’oaage—Metals

LABOUR /S

NUrtet Pri«» in

GmuU-
P« Jidy 19U
Ra. a. A,

Manchow

Mathow Lari

Tanned

Bengal

Imported

* Elephant brand

Other rau, and mariufactareJ articlee-

Coal

Do.

Kerosene
Do.

Average-Other raw and manu-

factured articles

Total—Food
TM«I"Non*tood

General Average

Chester brand

Expressed as percentages of July 1914
Prices in July 1914 = 100

Manchow
Matbow Lari

; Tanned
Do.
Do.

Bengal
Imported
Elephant brand
Chester brand



Artick.

Wheat, white

Jowari
Barley

Pulses—
Gram

Sugar-
Sugar
Do.
Other food—
Salt

Cereals—
Rice
Wheat. white

Jowari
Barley

Averager—Caeals

Pulses—

Gram

Sugar-
Sugar

Average—Sugar

Other food—Salt

labour GAZETTE

Wholesale Market Prices in Karachi (Foods)

Larltana No. 3
5% barley

92 % red.

2% barley
13%dirt.

L barley
4% dirt.
Export Quality
3% dirt

| % dirt

o

++ Bengal

Expressed as percentages of July 1914
Prices in July 1914

Larkana No. 3

5% barley, 3 % dirt
30% red.

5 % barley, 3 % dirt
92% red.

2% barley, 4906 dirt
2% barley, 13% dirt
Export Quality

3% dirt
1 %dirt
Java white 100
100
i
100
100

246
253

250

78

35 fl

277

135

34 12

35 12

28 0

25 15

LABOUR

Wholesale Market

"*Nachi(No,
Xat. p.
PomlL, y
1 Maund "op. ‘
. 5 % admixture . d 211 i
. Blaclr. 9 “/o admixture Candy M 0 L HI u !
* 41
WwWoo . )
> ) u M« «1
. B. hwilli R !
Jute bep™ g
» 4 1t Bl B 0 8 b
- Sind <1 Mtund at 40 |
Y 1) 0
‘Drills .. Peppenll ' Picee 91 b
. Ueprnann'i .. D 36 20120
Shitting 1ow. Grey (Plougli) 1020 2% 80 200
Yams 012 2 %8190
Uihti 1<« i KAiidahar Maund
Wool BOU 8y ghp
Expressed as percentages o July 1914
Price in July 1914 ~ 100
Oilimd*** ) 1(10 1)6 )7
Cotion aecu ., 3 % admixture 100 121 124
Rapesefd , Blaclr, 9 % admixliiie 100 12) 1))
Gingelly
100 17 19
Avei«g*
TexUles--
Jute bags
Teiitiles-Cotlon
(a) Cotton.”™"*
((,) Cotton manulaclurea .. Peppenll ,
Drills ,. Liepmann s
Shirtings 40«. Grey (Plough)
Yarns

Average-Cotton manulactuns ..

Avefage-T«(tile.-Cottoii

Other T«rtilei-Wool

H 965—12
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Wholesale Market Prices in Karachi (Non-Foods)—continu i

Kate per * becember LABOUR A GAZETTE

Wholesale prices index numbers in Bombay by groups
Prices in July 1914 = 100

Hides— Sugar. | ) ) + Other
* ' Other  Total Oil. Colton Hides Iriwand Totsl
Maund Monthi. Cereals. Pulses. d Raw Other General
(ood. (ood. seeds.  otron.  manu*  textiles, N0 Metals.  (lunu- 50 ;
(actures. skins. (sclured lood. tversie.
article*.
Metals— |
Copper Brazicis 1920
-255

December 154 160 141 173 148 122 284 191 175 239 204 20) 19

1921
December ' 188 180 200 185 189 136 198 259 185 136 200 198 191 190

1922
Jar;uary , 182 175 ;ég 190 igg 132 166 258 187 167 199 | 196 190 190
. February 179 168 211 136 156 | 244 187 148 192 208 185 186
Other raw and manufactured artlcles—‘ March 1 177 166 224 241 198 140 174+ 51 188 168 | 192 | 19 189 192
. Ist Gass Bengal Ton April ;179 160 228 212 193 144 i 179 | 84 191 137 187 ¢« 190 185 188
Kerosene i Chester Brand ' Case May 180 160 218 220 193 149 190 i 250 191 139 186 = 192 187 189
Elephant | 2 Tina June Loo169 129 220 231 187 152 202 . 256 192 136 1101 192 191 190
July 170 134 220 228 188 1’1 196 ¢ 255 192 42 | 177 188 188 188
August 166 132 227 238 188 138 197 248 191 139 | 183 | 186 184 186
September | 163 127 *212 241 185 135 191 229 i 191 142 182 181 179 181
Octobelk') 145 119 210 249 178 138 | 165 226 | 191 112 - 183 180 172 174

. November ) 137 1 213 260 176 133 .

i 224 191 146 185 188 177 176
Expressed as percentages oj July 1914 December | 120 105 216 266 170 135 185 oo9 | 1o 122 18 12 14 173

1923
. . January I 125 1 102 202 305 173 130 1 200 ' 227 101 165 ' 194 178 182 179
Prices in JU'y 1914 — February 25 gg 210 ggg 167 132 210 | 225 191 132 ;195 174 178 174
March 127 242 179 139 i 213 227 195 134 ' 187 176 179 179
April 128 | 92 242 i 269 174 134 204 217 195 167 185 176 180 178
May . 124 88 ' 248 ' 284 176 131 205 217 195 161 ' 185 172 178 177
June 128 91 234 302 179 134 211 212 195 144 186 © 166 176 177
Hides— July 127 90 215 ! 317 178 182 4 217 ¢ 211 190 139 182 169 173 175
Hides dry . sind 100 71 68 August . 120 ' 85 202 343 176 131 210 209 195 138 178 168 17 173
Punjab 100 71 68 September . 124 85 209 354 182 136 211 215 196 149 177 162 174 177
October 122 85 214 368 185 13 1 217 192 153 178 169 175 179
- . November . 125 90 228 i 365 189 138 303 235 187 161 174 158 181 184
) December J 125 243 i 375 194 141 286 229 187 146 167 162 185 188

Average—Hides 100 n 68

i !

Note.—The figures of 1921, 1922 and 1923 inheavy type indicate the highestpeak reached abovcthepeakofl920whichiialsoihowninhcavytype.

Retail prices of articles of food in Bombay in July 1914, November and December 1923
Mf:tf;;r Braziers The prices quoted are for local weights and measures
bteel Bars 181
Plates

Increase (+) or decrease

Equiva- (—) in December 1923
. lent in November December over or below
Articles. Rate per
Average—Metals 170 | 163 161 P toas.
November
|

Other raw and manufactured articles—

1st Class Bengal 2130-2 1‘ iég Zlég
Kercaenc Chester Brand . i
170 154 154 Rangoon Small-mill
FJephant 1 Wheal Puniab Pissi
. , - lowan
| Ghati
) Gram ..- Punjab red
Average—Dthef raw arra manufac- 185 185 Turda Cawnporc +U
tured artidea 195 Sugar (rehned) Java, white Seer by weight
o _ Sugar (raw) Sangli, middle quality 5 +1
Ceylon, middle quality
| Bombay, black
i 131 131 | Crawford Market
155 | 166 163 Mutton Average for sheep and goat
rolat-Food Medium Seer by measure
Totar*”"Neo4ood e i Belgaum, Deshi by weight .1
- Potatoes Mettupalayam
" 52 150 Onions Nasik
Averaae

Cocoanut oil ..1 Middle quality
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Retail prices of Articles of food in November and December 1923
Boniboy. Karadii. Abmedabad.  Sholapur. Poona. Bombay. ' Karachi,  Ahmedabed. ShoUpu, Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices in India and Foreign Countries
Articles. Price per =" o= = T — — -
November ~ November  November ~ November  November Llecember =~ December  December India China . .
1923, 1923. 1923. 1923, 1923. 192311923, Country. Bombay) Japan. (Shan- Australia Soutn Unitol Kmadooi.
(w ghai). Zealand. Africa. (1) ) 3) ()
0. oi articles.
Its 4 56 151 168 45 4 150 60
; Average a 100 100(e) 100
Meuinl , 6 y 100 o5 183 igg ot 100 100
Wheat 7 97 107 127 123
i 5 117 123 160 160
iiwari “° . 148 141 206 204
5 235 196 153 26 225
221 239 - 165 242 235
214 260 ISO 223 295 283 307
December ., 190 210 149 157 162 168 U
. February 187 204 150 ‘56~ 158 162 156
March 192 201 152 157 160 160 156
T'urdal 6 April 188 198 148 128 159 159 160 158
May - 195 146 159 162 160 158
Othv artida of food-~ June 192 198 144 160 163 160 159
July 190 202 144 i27 158 163 160 159
Sugar (refined) 19 August 188 196 142 153 158 156 156
] September 184 193 140 151 156 154 156
Jagricgul) . 14 October 177 190 142 129 153 158 155 159
November 179 188 143 154 159 157 161
0 December 175 183 149 152 158 156 159
Maund 4 January 181 184 153 130 153 161 157 160
February 177 192 158 155 163 158 162
Seer 0 March 182 196 159 156 163 160 164
Mutton Lo 0 April 180 196 158 126 158 165 161 165
May 180 199 158 156 164 160 163
| Maund .. 17 June 180 198 155 150 160 159 159
o July 178 192 155 124 147 155 157 156
August 176 . 153 147 156 155 157
Potatoes 7 September 179 157 ) 150 160 158 160
_ October 181 156 i25 150 160 158 161
Onions 7 November 186 157 156 169 161 168
Cocoanut oil 28 December 188 ..
Note.—! Ib. = 39 tolas ; | maund = 82* lbs. 2A lbs.; 80 tolas = | seer; 40 seers = | Indian maund Switzer- ) Germany Nether- United Stales of Amenca.
Country. lang.  Belgium. ©) " lands ®) Norway.  Sweden, Denmark. Canada. ®) ®) )
Expressed percentages of July 1914 Prices (July 1914 = 100)
No. of articles. 71 209 77 48 93 47 33 272 96 325 88
ientlt—
102 144 140 144 143 166 1913 Average 100 100 © 100 100 100 100 100 100
112 154 120 154 114 118 1914 as .2 100 100 105 105 100 116 100 98
100 loo 128 100 158 130 1915 142 145  (d) 159 145 138 109 101
90 131 112 113 1 124 1916 153 222 (d) 233 185 . 164 134 127
1917 179 286 341 244 228 175 17
A>*crage—cer«|t 101 132 125 1 134 135 1918 217 392 345 339 293 205 194 2ii
1919 415 297 322 330 294 216 206
) ' 1920 . 1,486 281 377 347 246 216 226 239
PUsir- 1921 December i76 369 3.487 165 269 172 188 170 123 140 142
Gram - I = 2 o 1922 March 163 350 5,433 161 240 164 178 166 126 142 147
‘ April 161 344 6J55 162 236 165 | 177 166 125 143 149
- — May 160 348 6,458 165 231 164 179 167 127 148 158
Average—pulses 95 126 100 104 110 June 161 356 7,030 167 230 ' 164 180 165 129 150 162
________________ July 163 360 10,059 162 232 165 160 166 131 155 165
Other arttclu oj Jood August 163 360 17,985 155 227 163 178 164 131 }-gg éll-gi
" - September 163 364 27,419 153 225 158 176 163 131
ey 23 2 183 o October 169 385 56,600 155 221 155 180 162 136 15 165
ss 200 258 128 150 177 November 170 408 115,100 158 21 154 182 164 145 156 164
Beet o 2 2 a2 2 Deoember 175 407 147,480 155 220 155 181 165 150 gg %gg
M 1923 January 178 434 278,500 | 157 220 156 192 165 149
MUK 200 %0 . 17 e 1 February 181 474 558,470 155 204 158 199 166 149 157 17
Ghee 176 180 152 152 144 March 186 482 488,800 156 229 162 200 167 151 159 169
Potatoes 143 300 250 200 200 April 187 480 521,200 156 231 | 159 204 168 151 159 169
Cocoanut oil 2% 2%9 213 2 a0 May 181 474 817,000 149 233 158 202 169 148 156 167
160 100 1 June 180 484 11,938,500 149 230 160 207 167 145 153 164
July 175 504 7,478,700 145 235 157 207 166 142 J51 159
Average—other anklet August 173 529  94,404.100 ; 142 231 160 | 202 164 139 S0 159
food 197 219 180 184 168 September 181 514 2,394,889t 145 234 155 | 205 163 141 154 163
October 182 515 709,483,656 146 237 153 207 163 143 153 163
— ., November .. 183 242 151 210 164 146 152
162 187 157 163 153 July 1914=100. (a) New index numbers il _ Revised hgures. W Average Dec. 1913 to June 1914=100. (d) 1he figures from 1913-19 are
or December, e ebruary = N ote.— € absolute and secondary maxima are Indicated In heavier type. atist. conomist.
for D ber, (e) Feb 1913 = 100. N The absol d d Indicated in h t (1) Statist.  (2) E t
(3) Board of Trade. (4) Times. (5) Bradstreet. (6) Bureau of Labour. (7) Federal Reserve Board. J In milliers (000's omitted).
It 963-13
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Securities Index
December 1923*
*o end laland
Cartin® Cattan | cCaneril rJcctrie
merit *na CoUon gitmmf Kit under
Coroort' praung genate lakrngt.
tamoema fomtiomen.
laatritrti
mtereal). iaaman iaaaan
la Dwi—a te.
. OiLnaiiar Urira Cto'siiaov
W j M®,
i V)
1914 July o, 122 |
1915 ,, fS7
1916 - B 73 139 14 (
1917 a . 74 ]
1918 : n "
1919 a "> > 5 M
September IW 252 ]:.L:f - -
Odober ofH 282 K< 539 1<
1NenJxt 95 3\7 145
Detamkr
% . 3m 15 !
; 1 .
HUUf ofl 3(A gg (Y 3 i
thiuur 91 415 M2 > 3 m a
March 90 476 168
89 403 167 4 ee 4 a
89 388 (67 9! 2 1 > 3
91 438 168
92 434 (67 5
91 417 (66 992
September 90 380 186
Odober 89 383 (83
November 87 376 (63
December 7 l
88 388 (63 2
1921 Jamury 87 380 (67 (
Fehrutrf 88 1 340 | (63 .
March 365 (58 20 (
ffi 373 59
91 383 (58 it 3
\Y| 450 (58 -
) i 445 (58 —
Autait | . n 1
September gg l [}476111 ! Egg (176
Cktoher
November 86 ! 448 (58 2 Ahmedabad
Uetanbrr 87 433 (58
niter* 0* aedoMt.
1922 January 85 4m 7 (67 278
February 86 384 (60 (59 265
March 85 391 (60 (8¢ 267
85 379 (58 . Y'sl (56 259
88 381 (58 (60 265 Jaaaarr
91 401 (63 465 (65 277 laaaarr Jatnarr
94 *J6 (63 75 (63 267 iri
Aucual 94 | 388 63 (60 267 pirtra
September 92 373 (63 (57 257
October 92 f 344 (63 (53 243
November 92 | 298 (63 a7 22 . -
December o1 283 (63 (44 2((() toTishsw
Cotton
91 292 ) (63 38 (50 2(6
91 288 566 (47 2(4 ToUl =
March 92 255 42 141 (93
95 ' 241 142 | 39 (86
too 235 (42 (36 (83
01 222 (45 (36 (76 M«2ch Faetarf
02 13f7 | 147 136 26 - (76
06 216 (53 | 38 (24 (68
06 225 (33 7 2( (66
06 213 (33 | 57 (18 (63
04 %%g | (22 1(9 (63 Tout AJl F*owr*«
00 122 (14 (60

in heavier type. In the cate 0f the fixed interest aecuritiaa
tM~7ba,n..uaU..fall“.cuU..
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Accidents in Factories during December 1923”conid

3. Karachi

Nature of teeidmt.
No. ofoccuieatt duet/f

Other eaoaet.

Fatal. Sarioua. Minor.
JaauafY L
January January
I Woftuhopr™
fiaiJtnytod Port Trust..
Eatwaing
Total, Ali Foetona
No. of tceideoU due to Nature of accident.
Other eatues. Fatal. Seriout. Minor
o/Faetcry. e January
t
January j January : December
to {Decem™ to Decern*j
December Iber 1923, pecember berl923
I Tats™Mtun™*
CoticB MiQf

U Werhbopo-
RaHmr
Atbm and

tioB Weria

Olbera

CiBBiat aad Peegoug
Ftetonoo

Ki:
N<** 21
K**" 31 %0

He ItotOP««n</™

Nw. " to M
No»- 2"t®
No.. 3' ®

40

WafU,€U.

H 965—14

labour OAZETTE

Month ol No,m,t__

17.44)
1Uj07
Bombay bland
Month oi Ntwamhtf,
Number
00) (000) (0(10)
4,697 6,4% SHHA
12,260 13,558 11,654 !
8,294 * |
383 | 456 744 |
1 9 | 180!
1 3
23,778 30,902 25371 1
Ahmedabad
Month ot NovonbeJ.
ot Numbet.
261

DKnths caled

(000) (000) omJ)
46,406 48297 44JW
115,311 112,114 i
62,924 66,707 1 asfi
3,985 ~S} san
YARRS Id) 890
o \ P
|
vafM

|
231,931 1 i\ZYr>

Eiglt rnoodi* eniei Novmix*+
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Detailed statement of the quantity (in o
POM«<l.).,,dd..eriptionof

Bombay Praaidancy

Monih of
Oaacripikni.
1921
1922 1923
ami bleached piece-gooda— (fXJ0)
(000) (30t)
(Dcl?glc:gars I'uunJa 1.131 1.636
1 drills and jaana 424713 5.285 %Sgg
Cambrics and lawns 39 717 ‘788
Printers 36
Shirtings and long cloth 6 ggg 405 6?2
r. cloth, domoatics. and shoetings '904 9.317 9.607
I ant cloth 09 1.032 1.172
Other sorts 1.326 5 21&_2)‘21 ) 912;
13816 20.824 24.418
Coloured piece-goods
Grt)i and coloured goodi., other than 7.832 10.304
piece-goods
Hosiery 174
Miscellsnsous
Cotton goods mixed with silk or wool
Grand Jotal
Bombay Island
Month of November.
Description.
1921 1922 1923
Grey and bleached piece-good
Oiuddera round.
Dhutia
Drills and jeans
Cambrics and lawns
Printers
Shirtings and long cloth
T. cloth, domestics, and sheetings 6%%15 63‘212
Tent cloth 102 57
Other sorts 1.474 1.720

OOMm
1921
1922
(<MJO)
«JUJ,
51.945
6.479
,626
2.655
66.175
«0.231 63.847
936 8.123
8.453
+59.516
272,101
2140%
59.592
53.981
1.322 Wij3i
1373
>321
100
6.900

Eight month, ended November.

(000)
7.744 5.892 7.377
15.613 14.126 145’56
6.115 4,785 6.022
477 253
45.908 15438
. . 46.220
8.282 6.654 6.802
788 595 " 392
4598 8.541 11.440

89.622 86.567 92.842

OUdsrs

SC.'St

Founds

mix«l with silk or

Grand Total

Labour

Neunadai™

Momti o< M—

22
2jm

515»

3343

17
56

56/)69

IJ5
2.17%

WJ) |

3307 ¢

53X313

IMS

42357
5.175
4

57

26

5

tililA
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CURRENT NOTES FROM ABROAD

(7%eie n«<« are iraien front nunterout offatA arA in
| rtf/ti'fAiIA touran. SpedA tnAArUAnaa it
PA to the IrttematiortA Lch//ttr Qeatxia.
Ipn to examine onA eheehatfar at pittHe At
. mpadAht thote front noMpaper etOdapit,}
' KB is being drafted in
Ministry or lusti

GAZETTE

Ctmadker Cl» a*
1K 4i. rr
Ck,
Dt,

-d MO

fnctuitruid O>urt*, In future, tie«
wifl be known a* Labour Court*, w3
wi” (fepute* ci aH kind* between erNpkijen
and wotlk”™* ariung out of employnient TTuy
wi'fl coouittA  Ouurtnan and a mbrtftutewb
me iud<>» by profeauon, to”p”tber with a oertaa
ntanher rA Mmaittra, fineAvs”™ <A wbom wAi
be empUyer* and o»»e>balf workert.

17'%# mu 10
2rr?2»'4

The table below pve* particulars ci the
Bumbtfs fA wbo travelled between
the Lnited Kin"CKan and India (including

quarters

GAZETTt
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councils in Germany, based on factory ins-
pectors’ reports, is contained in the November
1923 issne ohhe International Labour Review.
[t appears that the councils are gradually be-
coming used to the tasks imposed upon them by
law. The employers have become accustomed
to the councils, and many of them speak warmly
of theirwork. - The number of works councils
has, however, decreased, as it was impossible
in many cases to find workers to stand for
election. Works councils have been able to
do little to promote the efficiency of the under-
takings, sometimes because they were not able
to Induce the workers to adopt the measures
which they themselves recognised as justi-
fiable, and sometimes because they failed to
realise the necessity of the measures. They
were often placed in a difficult position when
they were called upon to give their consent to
proposals to work overtime, or to notifications
of the intention to close down the undertaking.
Works councils were regularly invited to take
part in factory inspection. It was noted by
factory Inspectors that individual workers ex-
pressed their feelings freely in the presence of
the works council and the employer.

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED
Omcial

India

Annual Factory Report of the Presidency of Bombay,
1922 (Government Central Press, Bombay.)

Reports on the Administration of the Excise Department
in the Bombay Presidency, Sind and Aden for the
financial year 1922-23. (Government (Central Press,
Bombay.)

Wholesale and Retail (Fortnightly) Prices ending
30th  November 1923—No. 1825. (Commercial
Intelligence Department, Calcutta.)

Monthly Statistics of Cotton Spinning and Weaving
in Indian MillHNo. 7), October 1923, No. 1826.

Statistical Abstract for British India, 1911-12 to
1920-21.  (Superintendent, Government Printing,
Calcutta.)

Annual Report on the Wording of the Indian
Factories Act in the Province of Bihar and Orissa, 1922.
(Superintendent, Government Printing, Patna.)

Census of India, 1921—Vol. XXI, Part 11, Imperial
Tables. (Government Central Press, Hyderabad-)

Ceylon

Report on an Inquir}l into the Relation between the
Wages and the Cost of Living of Estate Labourers—

L

A GAZETTE Jan.. 194

No. XXXI, 1923. (Government Printer, CevL.
Colombo.)
United Kingdom

Board of Trade Journal.—Vo\. CXI, No. 14074k
of 1923. (His Majesty’s Stationery Office, Londr

Ministry of Labour Gazette.—Vo\. XXXI, No.
for December 1923.  (His Majesty’s Stationery Offi"
London.)

Canada

Labour Gazette—Vol. XXI11, No. 11 forNovem.
berl923. (Department of Labour.)

International Labour Organisation (League of Matiom)
Laws of Canada bearing on Draft Conventions
Recommendations—Bulletin No. 6. (Department of
Labour.)

New South Wales

Industrial Gazette—Vol. XXIV, Nos. 4 and 5.

(Government Printing, Sydney.)

Queensland

Queensland Industrial Gazette.—Vol. VIII, No. ||
for November 1923. (Department of Labour,

Queensland.)
Union of South Africa

Monthly Bullgtin ¢f Union Statistics.—No. 24,
December 1923, (Census and Statistics Office,
Pretoria.)

This gives inleresling infomation of the emigration from, and
immigration into, the South African Union.

Third Census of the Population of the Union of South
Africa Enumerated 3rd May 1921—Part V, Birth-
places (Europeans). (Government Printing and

Stationery Office, Pretoria.)
United States of America

Monthly Labor Review.—Vol- XVII, Nos. 2 and 3
of 1923. (Department of Labor.)
Kansas Court of Industrial Relations—No. 322
of April 1923. (United States Bureau of Labour
Statistics.)
Industrial Bulletin.—Vol- 111, No. 2, November 1923,
(Department of Lahor.)
Seventh Annual Report of the Commissioner of Labor,
1891.—Vols. I and 11, Parts | to I11. (Government
Printing Office, Washington.)
Bulletins of the United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics (Government Printing Office, Washington) —
Methods of Procuring and Computing Statistical
Information of the Bureau of Labor Statistics—
No. 326 of March 1923,

Wages and flours of Labor in Woollen and Worsted
Goods Manufacturing, 1922—No. 327 of May

Wages and Hoars of Labor tn the Men's Clothing
Industry, 1911 to 1922-No. 329 of May 1923-

)

Jan., 1924 LABOUR

Laho* Legislation of /922.—No. 330 of May 1723.
Retail Prices, 1913 to December 1922.—No. 334 of

June 1923.
Wholesale Prices. 1890 to 1922.-No. 335 of June

1923.
Survey of Current Business—No. 24, August 1923.
(United States Department of Commerce, Washington.)

Belgium
Revue Du Travail.-Vol. XXIV. No. 11 for Novem-
ber 1923. (Ministre De L'Industrie et Du Travail)
International Record of Child Welfare Work with
Supplements, Nos. 46 (Denmark) and 47 (Ciermany) —
No. 20. November 1923. (General Secretary’s Office,
Brussels.)
Holland
Maandschrift—No. 1! for November 1923.
traal Bureau, Voor De Statistiek.)

(Cen-

Italy
Bolletino delLavoro.—Vol. XL, Nos. 2 and 3 of 1923.

France
Bulletin de la Statistique Generale de la France.—
October 1923.

Germany
Reichsarheitsblatt—Nos. 22—24 of 1923.
Wirtsclwft und Statistik.—Vol. 11l, Nos. 21—23
of 1923.
Austria
Der Oalerrdchische Volkswirt—Vol. XVI, Noi.
1-7 and 9-11.

Otati/tifche Machrichten.—Vol. I, Nos. 1 and 8 of
1923.
Switzerland
Der Schweizerische Arbeitsmarkt.—No. 11 of 1923.

Poland
Statislique Du Travail lor May and June 1923.
Revue Mensuelle De Statistique.—July 1923.

Czechoslovakia
Oijerver—Vol. V, Nos. 39—43 and 45—51 of
1923.
Prumyslovy Festnik.—Vol. X, Nos. 42—46 and
48-52 of 1923.
Zpravy Verejne Shybytechnicke.—"Vol. V, Nos. 19-24
of 1923.

International Labour Office

Official Bulletin—Vol. V111, Nos. 18—24 of 1923.

Industrial and Labour Information.—Table of Con-
tents of Vol. VII, July to September 1923.

International Labour Review.—Vol. VIII, No. 4,
October 1923.

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.—Vol. IV, Nos. 10
and 11 of 1923.
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Bibliofrapl.y of Indmiried Hygiemt—Ka. 3. Sep-
tember 1923.

Hoursef Labor in IndaUry.—{\isAg and Switrerlaod)
Series D (Wages and Hours). Nos. 8 and 9

Report on General Principles for the Oryomsation of
Factory Inspection, and two Supplementary Reports
Fifth Sellton, Ckrtober 1923.

ErntJayrtrent Disabled Men. Meeting of Experts
for the Study of methods of finding —. 1923.

Unofficial

untTep Kingdom
Economica—No. 9. November 1923.
Statistical Bulletin.—Vol. IV. No. 10 for October
1923. (National Federation of Iron and Steel Manu-
facturers. London.)

LcAour Magaeine.—Vol. Il. No. 8 for December
1923. (The Trade* Union Congress and the Labour
P*rty.)

Industrial Welfare.—Vol. V. No. 60 for December
1923. (Industrial Welfare Society. London.)

United States of America

/Nlmenain  Federation of Labor.—Vol. XIII.
Nos. 35-39 of 1923.

Workmen's Compensation Acts in the United States
The Medical Aspect—Research Report No. 61
(National Industrial Conference Board. New York.)

Journal of Industrial Hygiene.—Vol. V, No. 8 of 1923.

(Harvard Medical School.)

Java
Mededeelingen van het Statistisch Kantoor.—No. 12.
(Departement van Landbouw. Nijverheiden Handel.)

(Drukkerijen Ruygrok and Co.—Wholesale and
Retail Prices.
Books
Studies in National Deterioration /K; On th"

relationship of Health to the Psychical and Physical
character in School Children by Karl Pearson.
(Cambridge University Press, London.)

AStudy of Industrial Fluctuation by Dennis Holme
Robertson. (P. S. King and Son, London.)

A Fair IVage (being reflections on the minimum
wage and some economic problems of to-day) by
Edward Batten. (Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.,
London.)

Federation of British Industries (Studies in Labour
and Capital No. V.) Prepared by the Labour Research
Department. (The Labour Publishing Co., Ltd.,
London.)

Labour in India by J. H. Kelman.
Allen and Unwin, Ltd.)

Miss Kelman during a visit of sixteen months to India from Decern*
her took the opportunity of rtudying factory conditions, and this
book is the result. It isa publication that will be invaluable to mem-
bers of the Legislatures, Provincial and Central, ia thi country.

(Messrs. George
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Publications

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR REVIEW (Monthly).

(Avrticles by well-known publicists, economists, era-
INnS™tkNainSsiical tables deaUng

cost of Eving, unen”oyment. w»8« “*  w-tivuies
labour, industrial hygiene and acadoits, ,

of and workers orgamsations, nngtatiom
co-operation, education in relation to emp-oymen

agricultural problems, e
Official publications on Iabour noted and sumrnar”-
Notes on books in all languages relating to labour.

Anauf Saiacriptian (post free)
OFFICIAL BULLETIN (Weekly).
Texts of official documents.
Reportsof meetings of the Goreming Body and the
rarbus International Commissions (on unemploy-

ment. enugration. etc.).
(General information with regard to the progress ol the

work of the Office.
Action taken by the different nahons. Members of the
Intematiooal |.abmir Organisation, to give effectto

the decisont of die Conference.
Amaiu Stiacriphan
INDUSTRIAL AND LABOUR INFORMATION

(Weekly).

Notes on current events relating to labour and
industry.
iptam

of the International Labour Office

LEGISLATIVE SERIES.

Reprints and translations of the texts of Acts, Decrees,
Orders and Regulations affecting labour issued in
the different countries of the world.

Anmtal SaiKrMiaa

STUDIES AND REPORTS.

Brief reports on questions of immediate importance
from the point of view of Labour.

TI™ results of research and enquiries conducted by the
International Labour Office.

Certain studies from outside contributors to the Office.

Amaa/ Saixriplion

international labour DIRECTORY.
Information with regard to organisations which deal
with industrial and labour matters.
Yearly

reports of THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
CONFERENCE.

Reports prepared by the International Labour Office for
die Annual Conference.

Verbatim reports of the proceedings of the Conference.

Official texts of the Dhraft Conventions and Recom-
mendations adopted by the Conference.

Amtal SJiKriptiM

For catalogue, specimen copies and full particulars write.

International Labour Office, Geneva (Switzerland).
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CHARTS

Cost of Living in Bombay.

Progress of the Monsoon, 1923.

Securities Index.

Rainfall for the periodfune to November
1922.

Index numbers of Wholesale Prices in
India and Foreign Countries.
Retail Prices of Rice, Pulses, Cereals and
Other Articles of food in Bombay.
Cost of Living Indexes in India and
Foreign Countries.

Imports and Exports of Merchandise—
India.

Rate of Exchange in Bombay.

Wholesale Prices in Bombay, Foods and

Non-foods.

Il & 12. Strikes in the Bombay Presidency.
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