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THE PROGRESS OF THE MONSOON, 1924

(See Chart No. 2.)

In the monsoon charts the green lines give the approximate dates of the normal annual
setting in and withdrawal of the monsoon and are based on information supplied by the
Director General of Observatories, Simla. Excess means more than 120 per cent, of
the normal.  The normal for divisions is the mean of normals of reporting stations

excluding hill stations.

*Normal ’ in the charts is a variation from 80 to 120 per cent, of the true normal,
“fair' 40 to 79 per cent, of this normal, and ‘scanty ' is less than 40 per cent. The
whiter the statement, the more the satisfactory nature of the monsoon ; the redder it is, the
worse the monsoon. The rainfall in other provinces also has been shown, as these
(e.g., the United Provinces which exports to us bajri and jowarifor our millworkers} have
an influence in the long run on future price levels offood.

In Sind, the monsoon scarcely counts ; it is the level of the Indus that does. The
rise of the river up till the end of September is shown in the charts ; after this date the

rise is of little material importance.
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Editorial Note
This number of the Labour Gazelle enth ibe third vo/ume. 11 bai been JttiJeJ uilli ifnl juM iht Seplfinlin

number to change the form from Demy 4lo lo Royal 8vo.

Thit change ismodt mamly al the t*pieii al Ihe Pint, n Uli

represented that it has no other work in the same shape aslhe" Labour Gazelle," KI lorge anmmb in iJwi*
Al the same time opportunity will be taken to carry into effect an impra'tmenl ubich (wi Hmi under cmler®tilion
for some time, namely the use of printed blocks for Ihe charts instead of lilhogratdted plates.

These changes may possibly cause some delay in Ihe issue of Ihe Sepleirther niBtd>er.  Ecery effort uill k nwUf lo Mini

the number out as usual. But this notice is inserted so that subscribers may ifnou

of Volume jy is delayed in the Press.

rrasonin rasf the fintnimiMi

The Month in Brief

EMPLOYMENT—THE COTTON INDUSTRY
he supply of labour was generally plentiful in the
City of Bombay. The statistics regarding em-
ployment for the month ended 12th August 192-1,
showed an average absenteeism of 11'7 per cent, as
compared with 10'4 per cent. In the month ended
12th July. The Increase in the percentage of absen-
teeism was due partly to the seasonal exodus and partly
to ill-health. Absenteeism was reported to be highest
in spinning departmentsand lowest in weaving depart-
ments during the month under review,

In Ahmedabad, the supply of labour was reported
to be plentiful during the month under review except
in one case. Detailed reports of absenteeism have
been received from representative mills in this centre.
These showed an‘average absenteeism of 4'2 per cent.
during the month as compared with 3‘6 per cent, last
month and 4'8 per cent, two months ago.

In SholapuR, the supply of labour was adequate and
absenteeism showed a slight Improvement in the month
under review. The average absenteeism was 10'8 per
cent, in the present month as compared with 11'4 per
cent, last month and 14’8 per cent, two months ago.

In Broach, there was a slight increase in absenteeism,
the figures being 7°7 per cent, in the present month as
compared with 6’5 per cent, last month and 7'6 per cent,
two months ago.

On the whole, therefore, during the month, in the
principal centres of the industry the supply of labour was
plentiful but absenteeism increased except in Sholapur.

THE ENGINEERING INDUSTRY

In the Engineering Industry in Bombay the supply of
labour was equal to the demand. The average of
absenteeism in representative engineering workshops

(bated on the returns from three large workshops) showed
a decrease, the figures being 12'9 per cent, in the month
under review as compared with 13'35 [Jer cent, last month
and 16799 per cent, two months ago.

On the Marine Lines and Colaba Reclamations of the
Development Directorate, the average abienteeiim was
on the level of the preceding month (4 per cent) ai
compared with 3'75 per cent, two months ago.

On the construction of cnau'ls (tenements) at Naigaum,
DeLisle Road and Sewn absenteeism remained on the
level of the last four months, oiz., 4 per cent. On the
construction of chauls at Worli. there was an increase in
the average ahsenteeism which rose to 12 per cent, in the
month under review from 10 per cent, in the last month.
The supply of unskilled laljour employed for loading,
removing, storing and unloading cargo in the docks by
Ihe Bombay Port Trust was plentiful. The percentage
absenteeism was 11’31 in the month under review as
compared with 19°26 in the preceding month and 25'4
two months ago. The decrease was due partly to the
return of labourers from their villages and partly to less
illness. In the Chief Engineer s Department of the
Bombay Port Trust the supply of lahour was plentiful
but a fa in the attendance was recorded. The
percentage of absenteeism based on the attendance of
monthly paid workers employed in the Engineering
workshops of the Karachi Port Trust recorded an
improvement in the month under review, the figure being
10’ percent, as compared with 1l percent, inthe

preceding month and 9'3 per cent, two months ago.
3
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WORKING CLASS COST OF LIVING

In July 1924, the Working Class Cost of Living, as
described elsewhere in the Labour Gazelle, was 2 per
cent, above the level of the preceding month. The
average level of retail prices of all the commodities
taken into account in the cost of living index for the
City of Bombay (100 represents the level of July 1914)
was 156 for all articles and 151 for food articles only.
There was a rise of 2 per cent, as compared with this
time last year and a fall of 19 per cent, from the high
water mark (October 1920) in the general cost of living
index. There was a general rise in the prices of all the
cereals and pulses included in the index except turdal.
The fuel and lighting group remained stationary during
the month.

Each commodity has been given a relative Importance
roughly conesponding with the estimated aggregate
annual consumption of that article in the whole of India
in the quinquennium 1909-10 to 1913-14. No
allowance is made for any change in the standard of living,
because an index number for any given community
purporting to combine movements in prices with move-
ments in standards of living would present great diffi-
culties in construction and interpretation. It has been
decided to reconstruct the Index on the basis of the
Working Class Budgets already obtained for Bombay
City. This change, which has been under contempla-
tion for some time, will be effected as soon as possible.
In the meantime the present system will continue. A
further reference to the Cost of Living Index will be
found on page 7.

THE WHOLESALE INDEX NUMBER

In July 1924 the general level of wholesale prices in
Bombay was 184, as compared with 185 in the previous
month, showing a fall of less than | per cent. There
was a fall of one point in both food and non-food groups.
The index number for food grains only was 133 as
compared with 122 during the previous month.  The
general index of all the articles is a mean of the price
relatives of all the articles included in the index and is
obtained by dividing the sum of the Index numbe.s
by the number of articles for which quotations are
available and not by finding the mean of the group
Index Numbers for food and non-food articles. The
fluctuations in the prices of foods, non-foods and all
articles will be seen in the following table

lacretM per cent, over July 1914

tcBBa March April ' Mw June July
1024 ifed | jeq 1924 1924

. 67
Fmdi .15 65 71 75 74
N«4«ai L) 90 92 87 90 89
AlMbcU «i 4* Sl 84 81 85 84

AUGUST, 1924

Steps are being taken to revise the list of articles and
reconstruct the Index.

SECURITIES INDEX NUMBER

In July 1924, the general average of the prices of 100
shares and securities was 135 showing a fall of 2 per
cent, as compared with the previous month. The
continuous fall in industrial securities since July 1923
was arrested in June 1924 but they registered a further
fall in the current month of 2 per cent, as compared with
the previous month. Cotton Ginning and Pressing
Companies remained stationary while (Zotton Mill
shares and Electric Undertakings registered a fall of
4 points each as compared with the previous month.
Government and Corporation  Securities remained
stationary during the month.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES

There were four Industrial disputes in progress during
July 1924, as compared with five in the preceding month.
All these disputes began in the month and the number
of workpeople Involved was 2,104 as compared with 567
in the preceding month and 3,097 in July 1923. The
aggregate duration of all disputes during July 1924 was
about 3,661 working days as compared with 1,169 In
June 1924 and 35,363 in July 1923. Two of these dis-
putes arose over a question of pay and the remaining two
were due to other minor grievances. The employees
were successful only in one case while the remaining
three cases were settled In favour of the employers.

CONON MILL PRODUCTION

Cotton mill production in June and in the three months
ended June 1924, as compared with the corresponding
periods of the two preceding years is shown in the
following two tables. In Bombay City there was a
decline in the production of yarn as compared with the
two previous years, while woven goods recorded no change
in the production as compared with the preceding years.
In Ahmedabad, the production of both yarn and woven
goods remained practically on the level of 1922. The
small amount of production in 1923 was due to the
general strike in Ahmedabad :—

(/) Month oj June

Miilicms of Ibs.
of woven goods
produced

Millions of Ibs.
of ytm spun

June June

1922 1923 1924 1922 1923 1924

Bombay Gty 29 27 2 16 16 16
Ahmedabad 8 5 7 6 3 6
Other centres 5 6 3 3 3

Total, Praaidancy 2 37 39 25 22 25

labour gazette

(2) Three months ending June

MiOiaH d B».
oinniiima

MJSauolti.

prodocco

Tlinc manilaaid Tbree mnwU esaai
Jtme Jaa

1922 1923 1924 19 - 195 | 9%

Bomlar Gty 66 81 73 s ' 4 8

Abmabixa 23 7 23 9. 2

Other centre* 15y 14 14 8 g 8
|

Total, PreaidencT .. 124 102 no 78 64 78

The Bombay Millowners Association quotations at
the end of July 1923 and June and July 1924 are as
follows :—

Net rate per Ib. is anoH

July June July

1923 1924 1924
Lootcloth 20 23 3
T.aothi 19 2H 21}
Qioddert 19 20i 21

THE OUTLOOK

The index number of wholesale prices fell by less
than 1| per cent, on the number for the previous
month. Food grains, which were 14 per cent, above
the pre-war level in April 1924 have shown a continuous
rise since then and are now 33 per cent, above the pre-
war level. This is an average of wheat (three quota-
tions) and rice, jowarl, barley, bajri, gram and turdal
(one quotation each). The general average of all foods
is 74 per cent, above the pre-war level mainly owing
to the high prices of sugar, turmeric and ghee after
the war. The average of non-foods is 89 per cent,
above the basic period, raw cotton being 165 per cent,
and cotton manufactures 132 per cent, above the pre-
war level. The question of selecting a larger and more
representative list of commodities for the Wholesale
Prices Index is under consideration. Security prices
which were steadily falling since July 1923 showed a
stationary position in June 1924 but registered a fall of
3 points during the current month. This seems to
imply that money has not yet commenced to flow into
industrial Investments in Bombay.

The Bank rate decreased to 4 per cent, on 31st July.
The rate of exchange in Bombay on London on the
1st of August 1924 was Is. =as against Is. 5d.
on the 1st of July. But it fell a good deal thereafter.
India’s foreign trade in July showed a slight increase
in imports but a large fall in exports as compared with
the preceding month.

THE AGRICULTURAL OUTLOOK ON AUGUST 20
The following summary of conditions in this
Presidency on 20th August was received from the

n434—2
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(I -2,

Director of Agriculture

The CTop rgx” recmed from virioui Oftem up till now go to ikow that
there has been just suftoert rain in the south Konkaa. in most parts ci Guj-
arat and in the vidnitjr d the Western Ghats. Here the asrrxultural opera-
tiou are proceeding smoothly and the oops are. on the srhole. dcing wdl.
In the .North Guijarat the rice crop has not been transplanted timely and this
operation is still in progress. In the North Konkaa the rain is sufioent
for the development of the Kharif crops but more is badly needed (or the
transplantatioD d rice. In West Klondesh the cotton crop is srithcring
for want of rain. In the Deccan and Kamatak except in places adjoining
the Sahyadrrs, the situation is serious. The Kharif area is considerably
restricted and what few crops are grown are dying owing to want of
moisture. The cultivaton have almost given up all hopes of Kharif crops
and are looking forward to sow rabi. There is a temporary break in the
monsoon especially during the last week which has aggravated the situa-
tion in the whole of the Deccan and KarnatalL. If rain does not fall within
a short period the whole of these tracts will suffer severely. The Konkan
also demands more rain at an early date.

In Other Provinces the outlook is fair to good, except
in the Madras Deccan and parts of Hyderabad, where

it is poor, and in the flood areas.

There is some probability of free movements of labour
from the Deccan to industrial centres. But if the rabi
rains are exceptionally good this probability would be
lessened or even eliminated.

On the whole, the condition of British trade was better
in July than the corresponding season last year. Bankers'
advances to industry were greater than in the preceding
month. There was an improvement in the cotton
Industry.

Unemployment in Great Britain remained practically
unchanged. On July 21st, 1,041,800 workers were
without employment. The cost of living of an average
working class family rose slightly and on July Ist was
70 per cent, above the level of July 1914.

In France the returns of foreign trade for June show
that exports decreased while Imports remained stationary.
The retail food index for Pans was stationary.

The absolute volume of trade in Germany had fallen
very considerably. This was attributed to the
exceptional shortage of capital and credit. Nor was
there confidence in the buyers owing to instability of
prices. The number of unemployed in Germany in the
middle of May was about 243,000.

It is reported as likely that Austria will suffer from
trade depression owing to a financial crisis which has
just swept over Vienna. The crisis is declared to be the
most serious since 1873, and is believed to be largely
due to the taxation policy both of the State and the
municipality of Vienna. The Economist is however
Inclined to the view that the chief blame attaches to the
bankers and financiers themselves.

In most other countries such as South America,
the Far East and the Dominions, the trade outlook was
by no means discouraging. Only in South Africa were
the conditions of trade unsatisfactory. It was esti-
mated that between 30,000 and 40,000 workers were
unemployed in the Union and various schemes were
being considered by the new Union Cabinet for their
absorption.

5



THE BALANCE OF TRADE

During July 1924, the visible balance of trade iiKludmg
securities against India aniounted to Rs. 2 77 lakhs,
The corresponding figure for 1923 was a favour-
The trade figuies
Bombay and

able balance of Rs. 5'48

lakhs.

for the last six months for India,

Karachi are given below—

India
In Uhl oi ruima.
F4)ruily  March April May
w4 19.M 1924 1924
ExpoUi (pfivitc iiier*
chaiuliee) n 3564 41,35 30,69 29,05
Importi do. L1819 19,31 20,27 20,60
Balance oi Trade in.
« 1-1745 + 2204 + 1042 + 845

mercKandiie

Balance oi traniaclioiu

in traaiure (private).~ — 456 - 403 - 556 -4,99
Viatble baltDN ol
Ind. includina,
Neuritwi -1-1361 + 1753 - 185  + 250
In Ukhi of rupees.
March April May
1924 1924 1924
livsle mcr*
15,36 11,87 881
7,78 737 791
Balance of Trade
merchandise + 7,58 + 450 + 90
Imports of treasure 3,82 5,06 5,00
uporti oi treaiuie 3 4 40
Balance oi ttiniaclioni
3.79  -5,02 - 460

in treasure

uporti (private mer*
chandiu

Balance oi Trade
merchandiic

Imports oi treasure

uporti oi treasure

Balance oi tranuctions
in treasure

No,1.-P/u. (+) liinlGe. n.i «p.

In lakhs oi rupees

29 0@

LABOUR GAZETTE

29,61

18,82

+ 10.79

- 431

+ 3.67

JHire
1924

8,87

6.34

+ 253

4.46

33

-4,13

+ 5.95

- 2,99

-2,77
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BUSINESS CONOMONS
The rates for telegraphic transfers in Bombay

London in the first week of the last twelve months are

follows—

September 192J
(Xiob«r
November
December
Jamuiry o.M

February

March 1924
3
1 ‘sto Ai'ril
1 May
10
June
11
II July

August

These rates are supplied by the Deputy Controller of

the Currency, Boinkiy,

on London was Is. 5p <.

During July 1924, the Bank clearings in Bombay and
Karachi recorded a fall of Rs. 2 crores and Rs. | crore
respectively, as compared with the preceding month,
while the clearings in Calcutta showed an increase of

Rs. 4 crores.
as fo bw

Bombay
Karachi
Calcutta

Rangoon

11

Total (four porta) =

* 1 Crore * 10 mitlioni or 100 lakhs,

m crores of rupees ~

July May (0)
1924 1924
a7 48
3 3
67 62
10 7
127 120

June
1924

49

63

10

126

On the 22nd August exchange

The figures for the Inst three months are

Total
January

July~ 1924

361
24
467

68

920

(n) T'otul of four weeki.

The percentage of gold and silver in the Paper Currency
Reserve for the whole of India at the close of the month of
July 1924 was 59*51 as against 58’53 in June and
56’72 in May 1924,

The average market quotations of 65 cotton mill
companies for which quotations are available are as

fol ows—

August 1923
September
October
November
December

January

Rs. February
March
April
May
June

July

1924

Rs. 906

st

The average amount paid up was Rs. 371
throughout the period.
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A rise of
All articles St per cent.
In July the average level of retail pricei for all llw

coininodities taken into account in the statistics of a cost
of living index for the working classes in Kunltay was
three points above the level of the previous month.
Taking 1IX) to represent the level in July 1914, the index
was 153 in June and 156 in July 1924. Hie general
index is 19 per cent, below the high-water mark reached
in October 1921), 5 per cent, below the twelve-monthly
average of 1922 and | per cent, above the twelve-
monthly average of 1923,

L he cost of living index, which showed a downward
tendency during the early months of the year, has shown
a definite upward tendency in June and July. Eood-stu(li
rose by nearly 3 per cent, during the month owing chielly
to a uniform rise in the prices of all the cereals and
pulses included in the index. |n other food aiticles'
there was a rise of 4 per cent, in gul, 3 per cent, in ult,
15 per cent, in potatoes and 17 per cent, in onions, the
last two being seasonal. The clothing group registeied
a rise of nearly | per cent, during the month.

A/l items : Auerage percentage increase over July 1914

1919

— 1918 1920 19 | 192 ‘

1924

Per cenli Per cent Per cent Per cent P.rent. P.t cavil. Pl («fl

January 34 82 83 69 By 50
February 34 76 81 62 65 56
March 36 72 77 60 65 $4 5)
April 44 67 72 60 62 | ” 50
May 47 68 73 67 63 | " 50
June 48 74 81 73 63 L

53
July 49 86 90 77 65 B 5
Augual 53 79 91 80 64 54
September 65 72 92 85 65 54
October 75 74 93 83 62 52
November 75 73 86 82 60
December 83 74 81 79 61 57
Viwly r*e>« (e . M 70 80 70 04 04

The articles included in the index are cereals, pulses.
other articles of food, fuel and lighting, clothing and
house-rent. The articles have been given the relative
importance which each bears to the total all-India aggre-
gate expenditure. No allowance is made (or any chang
in the standard of living since July 1914,

three points

Food only *1 pei il
rvi

Die following table »how» the pihr kwh <

I L.mhl 11l June end Job 1924
Il taken as 100

aith lea
ML LA,

fol July 1914, will,h 1K k

air

lakulitnf fioin the of eitulra iwi (o<

lailway) maund or am on j_y 0o

lull Ui
l«l4 l«.4 1S24
|

MO le tu

lie 100
lie 11 IN
108 (MY 131
l.n 112 1
112 11
Sufw (raSnwO t« 24 no
Mtei (WM no 150 IN
1* w 10)
le H4 IN
lot 1S) 1S0
Mutlun 100 <« JQ2
o . 11 Itl
100 102 w
PvUtoM to0 lit 21»
100 2« IN
CaoaaAUl oi 100 1) 11)
Ao ™ lot | 1 151

I hr amount puicliasahir ih-i iii|>rr was Irti titan ihr
amount ptirchatablr m July 1914 by the following
ixrcrntagr diflrirncrt r

Rice 24, Wheat Kl, Jowaii 28, Bajii 22, Crain 14,

1 urdal 11, Sugar (relined) 61, Sugar (raw) 46, lea 51,

Salt 37, Beef 37, Mutton 50, Milk 48, Ghee 49, 1*

loea 53, Onioiii 63, (bcoaiiut Oil Il.

TTie ptirchaiing ,x»wer of the ru|>ee Iteing taken al 16
annas in July 1914 its purchasing |[MJwei m the month
under review was 10 annas 3 pies (or all items and 10

annas 7 pics for foorl aiticles only.

MtU iisethul ul <«euldUltun U the |

Noil. A [ull MpUnMum el the
SeptemlfM 1921.

MimUr M pulUitiMd M the UUtu



Ailiil™
r,.ioi
Inifrv. Niiinf*'.”

Pulses —

tiinin

I'niilnl

lolnl I'MUo 1
/n,/o NimK-ts  1'ni.ifs

Other inti'l'-

SiiRiu (iTlinnl)

Siitini (inw)

I'm

Soil

Hivl

Multon

Milk

tilin*

Iolftlori

Oiiioiii

CiKoaiiiil Oil

Tolnl  Ullin f,Kxl (uticlci
Index Niiinfvr! - (Ober {wht nrliclf.i

1 otnl =\l (onl niliclci
inilfv Nunthcrs—All {(kkI nilii Ifs

Fwl iinti iijihlin)!
Kcnwne oil
piiTWOod
Ceml

Tolnl—Furl aiid linliliiig

Jihlf.V Niiniherit--I'lwl niiii lixlitiilj! .,

Clolhinr—
Chiiodei's
Sliiiliiigi
T. Clolli
1 olnl—Clolliing
Iniic.v Niiinlicrs—Clothiu)!
Housc-rrnt

inJc.c Numbcn—/{onse-rent

Grand Total

Coat of Living bidex Numbert

8

/inoLK
, Cojl of
Aniiiinl
Unit n( niiii-ljll’lﬂ"'""
(Mii
iliinntit'
Mnini'l
51844
Case 5 4175
Mniiiiil 48 0792
| 0542
i
Lh. 27 0'594
25 0'641
36 0'583
Per iiiuntli 10 11'302

Unit <1l Qiwn’i’y-

6'104
5'974
5 167

1811
6-537

7'531
1'281
0906

1281
1'521
1'328

187(X)

July
1924

Hi.
7'180
6'188
o'ot’l
5'500

5'(XX)
6'620

19'641
14287
81'198
3'375
0'510
0'844
17'583
ItK)'(XK)
9'520
4'167
28'573

7'656
1281
0833

1'313
1'521
1'328

18'700

July
1914

Hi.
391'58
11747

47'89
25'88

582'82
w

41-02
17-51

60'55
W

381'18
100

1.024'55
/«)

21'88
38'02
0'54

60'44
100

16'04
16'03
20'99

53'06
100

113'02
100

100

I1(7G(/S,

June
1924

Hi.
499'87
128-18
65'71
31'00

724'76
124

48'33
19'61

67-94
/12

39-28
95-85
2-03
16-38
14-73
27'50
246'16
15000
91'66
10'72
14'29

186

61'49
0'91

10006
766

34-59
38-03
47-81

12043
221

187'00
165

1,908'79
153

Price X Mau Unit.

~'69

T746*24

50-00
19-86

69'86

39-28
100-00

16'88
14'28
27-85
246'16
15000
104'79
728'07

1.544-17

38-28
61-49

100-60

35-45
38-03

121-29

187-00

1,953 06
156

if Urin, la.i,,

~PPfoximai
Article*.
ta
o July 1914 Int«
IMm
Cur«lfr-
Wheal
ow«n
liL'i «
Ccreali
InJti Number!—CertaJ*..
Gram
rurdnl
Pulses
Index Numbers—Pulses
Other food article
Sugar (relined)
Sugar (raw) 100 258 258
100 10 | 167
100 201 201
100 154 158
Mutton 100 16) 158
100 200 202
%gg 191 191 LW J
197 197 1JOI 1
g"t.atoes 100 IHb 21)
nions
Cocoanul oil 188 ﬂ(j i zlslf)i
Ollier food articles
Index Numbers—Other  food
articles
Fuel and lighting—
Kerosene oil 18 100 172 175
Firewood 3'0 100 162 162
0'1 100 ; 167 154
Fuel nnd lighting ..
Numbers—Fuel
lighting
Clothiirg—
Chudders
Shirtings
T. Cloth
Clothing
Index Nismhers—Clothing 1501-5
House-rent
Index Numbers—House-rent ISIM |
Grand Total

Cott of Living Indtoi
Niunbara e

H 434°<3

l.«Jd |
1301 7
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It will be »een that in July 1924 there has beet gpl|
u ““pared with October 1920 in food, fud md
lighting, clothing, household necessaries and others. Ob
pother hand, house-rent, servants, conveyance, school-
few and passages have increased-
Gfneral Index Numher
The following are the avaiUble general index niimben
o—=* oToiiourc ~Ncmi mac

I,
ye*“” >920. 1923 and

1924.—
July 1914 100

Month and Ymt. .
| Arexene vd Year.

April 1919
October 1919 - 151  October 1923
October 1920 January 1924
July 1923 e 5 April 1924

e 197 | July 1924
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LABOUR GAZETTE

lhe table Is intended to show the annual
nxw”en”ents in food and non-food wholesale prices

lulv 1914 = 100.

TwqTC><nen)M; rranre (OIS

Comparative Retail Prices

The following uhle contpares the retail food pnoes in
Kai~aohi, .Xhm~had. Shokpui and Poona with those
in Bombay in June and July 1924 (Bombay pri™
=100), It will be seen that the average retail price
levels in all the centres aie bdow the level of Bombay
in June and Juk 1924.

Bernhw prices in Jme 1924 — 100

st v2 «
S5 a
st <« 115 104
56 7t « 91
» 7 7
75 £3
€ 76 s 7s
St Sc Ic
7c il I« 74
sc it. 95 2
it) 12t ie It
6 - = e 6x
e w c

AUGUST. 1924

Bombay prices in July 1924 = 100

. Ahmed, |
«Artides. &cmba.v. Ktncbi. | SboUpur. Poom.
iksd. |
i
1
!
Rioe S w0t e _ ‘ o7 120
‘9'be.t too i st I 103 104
|
Jovwri ;e | 1 r 85 97
Bsiri S4 90 I1X
A\w»*se—Orewb | . S2 | 7 94 too107
Pube- —_ |
Ciwa 100 s4 w B> 89
Tunfal 100 121 105 N
1\v0ii8t * Pubea 100 91 127 97 109
. |
Other araifasoS food— |
S«sM (icbised) 100 ss w2 12 X
fagniCwU 1oc 75 93 !
Te. 100 ss 99 104
SOc 100 56 bS 7 89
Beei IX 125 98 74 74
Xtoexow IX £9 39 74 82
1X 45 76 76
Gtee IX X sS4 107
Palttoes IX 105 84 IX
Obmos X 7 74 X
Cdoomw! -J wo u 124 107 118
iesot ! 94
tood 100 sS4 90
Aww AB feed
artatVi 1> M 96
Chi page 37 will be found statistics of food pnce

In June and July 1924 tor
*Ahroedabad, Shoiapur and Poona.

Bombay, Karachi,

Securities Index Number
A FALL >> THREE POINTS

In Juk 1924 the general averase of the prices™of IM
shares and securitjes taken in the Labour Office becun-
ties Index Number was 135 as compared with 138 during
the preATous month, which shows a WI of more than two
per cent. Government and Corporation (fixed interest)
Securities aixi Cotton Ginning and Pressing companies
remained stationary. The fall of 3 points in Industrials
is due to a faD of 4 points in Cotton KliUs Shares. The
conristent fall in the level of the general index and in the
index tor Industrial Securities from July 1923 was parti-
ally checked during June 1924. but both these indexes
have again laBen during the currem month. It may he
noted that, whereas Industrials fell by 6 points since

\larch 1924, Government and Corporation Securities
have remained consistently steady.
construction of the
following table

"Yhe

No.

10

* Arr"maTy ftod Deferred ~xsres are
The following table shows the annual movement for
important groups for July in each year and the

the

The Construction of the

Government md Girpon-'
tion Secoritia ]
Banks

RsHway Cnmpeaiiei

Cotton ~M11*

Cotton Ginnmg md Piess-
ing Companies .

>tvd  MsiTiyirTwmy
Cooxpaniet

Ekctric Undertakings
SlisclancoQt fygi*HMigigix
latixxstrial Securities

General average

Total  Total
Ace.
ben. .
1
1 Index Nos. X s oy
6 . ” 8X 816 136
N 1X166"
0 . ... ixno 107
42, . .1 4a» 7374 176
R 8Xi
8 « - 94 121
i
5 . . 3X 12b
2 o aoax lia g
22 .1 236 235 w
95« ,, 19X 133» MO
.1 103»
102% 13A20 re
as 00e M coqq”™ib die gj aecxrcia.

index is shown In

Index

Job |

the

1914 JidT 1924,

monthly movement from July 1923 :—

3
=0
a

1

Eflfium
JHliaces.-; ™

comp”™

ait O iaikrmi
SN

eventt
L @»
acAurgrU-

GAZETTE

AUGUST. 1924

Municipal Reform in Bombay

We are in receipt of the Preliminary Report on
Municipal Retrenchment and Reform by Sir M. Visvcsva-

raya, K.C.IL., DSc., M.L.CE£., prepared in pursuance
of a Resolution of the Municipality.

The report, which is of much interest, contains some

contentious matter, which cannot be discussed in a
Government organ. But we should like to quote tn
extenso the following passages which bear on the condi-

tions of the labouring classes in the present and the
future:—

It is dear that housing Bccoraraodatiaa in Banbay has not kegit pace vdh
the growth o( populatxin. Hence the enraorthnaiiy high rents now n&g,
whidi are (according to the Labour Ofcce Cost oi Living Index) ipproiszntfdy
90 per cent higher than in 1914. This peal nse has helped to some exteol
to give hctitiaas values lo house property a the Gty. sod the
doidideas based. the

*onty of aita., on such vihies (Append XV,
(Sols. 4 and 5). The

is thM hmiB

are abnormal coogestson wtenae. rents heavy and taxaboB
[acton have contribuled in no small measnre to the tagh aal of bviag sad
its attendant handicaps to industry and trade.” (pp. 17-18).

m Bombay

There is perhaps no questson connected with BotBngr more orgexdy
in need of soiutian than the hoosiog problem, so that Uxairers whose wiga
are not beyond the sadisiitence hne may be able to hve it heabhy somvaahngi
and sanitardy bnill bouses witfaio a reasonaUe ihstance of 1™ar dady wort
111] thti is done, there wd! be much sufienng amcng the wuliag riswr.
and die princ” industries on which the pruaperMy ol the Cly depends sni
be wotkrng at a disadvantage. GovenmeW have thn thtal m riot1
afl their schemes but naich yet remains to be dotie.” (pc, 19-2.).

~ The prorisaon lor parzs and open spaces st tar ircm adeqaWe. aert
recreatsoc pounds bong baifly nerided in the crawled parts the Cly.
It is gratifynig to notice that provisaon it being made lor two ;arki as die
Mabzni Devdopmenl Scheme. It is necessary to mari: od and set apart, on a
congirehatsm plan of the Ctr, lands needed lor htture pais and parkways.
lo help in the body-banlifing and Dod-ciewmg pasnmes cd the peegde.
iddyigb the actual canstrudica or laying can el dieae may be ddened tS
binds bernme aradabie.” (p. 21).

** 1 trotf  wn iw# oe deessec Tmrmwxyj* m coesdasboB a tayj ic* lic
necessity ol providing a au&isit lanuber al model kdgmr hiaaes aid heads.
especxBlly iw the nnddle and pwerer fbisaes al the pmpniannB bsai”,

the Kxeeoenadadon be ona Eaxa, txa pe-Kas who base

C2SZE preymhees aej :hargs>Agbdyhidberias.
Kk Glasmiw the Gziiotahan has erected modan lodging noaafs. hcah far

wmL-c >T»d females, eh- iag oe.oig tne equevalent oi

i»m»» () to annas 1l pe mvhi acconhng to the dasa cd iatigmg iuoae. It
dsoedd be prassdile io provide in Boaday malar het di-apt™
BWed to the e-"vra ol the locd navdhnv praaiitfrm* la. 21).

Th-vv- are ™eee-veve* olhff fccamjBsin Ain
to the olKe ia tan Gm. inch a, the pronsca aiptcii
Baades »exd die cd to paamete she toenai wannand im-r-Wi
al indiscdes and the aahistnd pepnlaKa eenecaHy, an wiach the pacapmxx

cd the Gm so lamely h-pmds. Z-i
We rrniyt apolosize for extracting such keg guoiatioiH
from tbe Report. But thc matters bere treated are ckseiy
oocnected with the not of the Lahour OSoe.
It may he noted that the Taide .A™teahx | on pax 49
is statisticafly open to obfectioD. '“Net ratrai”™ value
per head cf popolatiou " and Incidenoe ci Tzxsxm pel
hfgsd of popufatson ™ art ralnilatfd for 19[t3-(>t. 1913-14
md 1923-24. But whereas for 1913-w and 1915-14,
the popolatSoQ takes is the recorded oezBus popnanon
of the census of 1991 and 1911, the pc~a™atiac iaAs2 iot
1923-24 is the Mumripel Health Gimcer's shd-year
estimate based on the 1921 censiK ~nre. btfaliotriDg for
If the 1921 census isnre
1923-24 the vahie ia mbnan (3) xanafd he 97 imaean of
93 and the hgure 21 '7 ia oakrnn (1.3 wiaki rresumahiy
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(diiieiiin mil nl liiiiibiiy will iimiiily b.' ileleimiiieil by
llie leaiill* Il Ib.) Ambmimlb eNpermieiil,

Idi'u *d'l * "1 "Idle imiiiiilmiee In ibe benllb mnl well*
bemu "l ibe biildol.iiil widkei* ibmi ibe pniviaidii <4

Ih

AfIfJli, |

h 10 no 1" K'IW v | iohnniif,h , ni ifo ' onfii*Yf
lionihiiy 1Amol llo inoyinonl in ‘//*<,h,n
I" i I'wio'h niohih'l fioloioi ilmohin; m ifo
"Oif,
iifi
IhHittinii CoiiAilHttm in Ahmcilithnti
HAHIIAPyY Alifirff IA 10/H'ti PA'tOfpi

I'li*  Hoiihily /AtNiii oihioi, Alidi< diiimd, ba* fttio
liili iloi np'o™ on lidididir > onifihoim, nonnh/
i> (inn>* hlill* fionunni of noinnnl hifioini rt in tfutt »

I hl i=lioil lonhnnt tono inhi>, hntf fhilitihiMI ifjNif,
mill iilfoiih' I biiaia I'lll fnhni m hon I lo- im/i ~tit'}ihoii
WII* lonilmhil hy thi [ I'li/** + n*nn f onnnitht of II,*
Aimoi iiilion willi ill* mil of (imif *i**i*Imil* In nil ZAff!
I' 10 no nht iiifoihih <1 b* idiidiml fiilioni< it (oi P*foi i, ,,
of ill* [I'>liil of oio loonoif h 10 no Hlli in Aliiio ihif®, 1~
w>i>  VIitih >t In* i**iill*  of ih* di'/<™litpili*/n
tnniinm i/i *1 b* Inw

fhil of il 1AM h 10 no nit intio'hil (it fb
Jittorrner Wite I'liid’'l lo b* o diiiiiiil'ii / I b<  wool

intiinilmy i« iinl li'iw* v« i ‘I*bd*'l in Ib* h* p¥iif,

h* iiliil  1* liibiilnl* *1 mill rmniiil in llo' illy fioiio>r
lioin ffi | f)i | iiidiilli 1 h*, i* lo| inonlh, 'willi t
1 nx e e llie ™ I'mn* - (*dbdib*» n* iiioo ibaii ha, fi,
| fo< 1 onnnoio'tl o nliil »a ha, ", mnl Ib<t Ibi«”™ * kaaaa
ha, 4, h* 9mill Ift, fl | ontlihih fA pl | ** 111, Il thif wbdk,
HIi* 1* foi Ib* wilidle Illy Il liiiliiiyi Ib* hnina, lor tlie
il e wmil* i< iiliilla viiiy, In Hbmim an*l .Sbabpur
ha, } I* ill* | diillildiii *1 i»’lilnl for bli*'il I* lieiliedta,

11* ditbiiliiiidii of  “ b'n*bi ” will | mi**r aiirpnaa,
‘1L liiininoio t 1I* it*lil la fi 1**1 miil i(*er iininlii‘'rt urn
duly 9 di 4 li'.’t,

I'Inni apin®l b' I*hia 1 M I, 12 II, mill riiiit iifi bl 13
1l 14 11,, wilb I bitimi** iin®)i<-i ill'll, 1 hlI' lar™i'r
iimidiilydl ill*" I*iii'im iila b/y p»'i lenf,} bnve no ventila*
lidii **1 ( pl llirniiub Ib* ildur, Still innrr tiirfirithm la
ibiil hl 71 pm 11 I, 1If illIY) I'Irid* 1* ibe oi, npiintt liavn
Idii) Id aieep diil*)il"). ‘rid* Wtl il*i loil nl llie diddimit
mill'lalmiil. Cola mnl b»'illhi)< nre nol trenerally
i( |;mil"il n* liMim«*a, «b*eii( e of ah-ephit® m * *iiiididrlal)*in
Hiki'l'i wdiil'l  lli*'ie|dfn iidl be finri of llie inherent
I limn. 1*1 dI ibe I(ii*iii"iil, lidiKrb il nh((bl be an inrlirert
leaiill dl Imh of Npmn,

I he liiillier iiiveaii(/iitidn* dl lliia very m live Aaa/wja-
lidii will b< itwiiile.l with iiiin b inlereal.

oooh *4

IF} —i3l

Electrical Power for Ahmedabad Mills

i lia (idvriiinir nl <4 Bonibny linve (“rniilerl n Licenae
Id Mr**f», Kllli(l< NiXdii mid Cd,, niirl the Calenrlaf
Cnblr* Cdii*lrii« lidii ('diiijimiy lo Miipply eler iric r.oeil)"y
Id Im Idile* mill lur i%riiernl piin>d»e* willuii the iriunir I'pal
""" I lie Liieii*i-, will be hiidwn aa
llie  Alinieilitbnil linliiatrinl  I'dwer Kiit>ply I'lertnc
| i eliae, 1924, (Thf | burn of Imlbi I'bifibieFtbig
niFiil, Aiigunl H/A))
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with tHif» A.
f/efi', H m, inlFiiofyt™",
A'Mrpoo mol 'A oA Utt ihao 1z™di
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| i licrr 4 nildid»lrial rlitptfl™* in in Jrdr
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ffTfAjurfl) 3.661 whitll, it Will 1I* w«-n, H tn imreaw
on llir June 1924 >tati**tic*.
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V* ((”
,h<V 12 b* ».he™ DonIMh»MW
1 1 N\axKm S>»c<x «M C.Mn|vu,hM>)
»tvt tbr \Ur»*tiTmcOt C ,Mrw«iwt* Sml **hl un|4r*Mnt
»h»n>>, fmt tkx hihl lve« o<\T".*n «'«h h' the
*lw«h Kihl ihfw.
IV vl Mk MssMijv>nwant C.exnmiWrr u*>»
Mvmrijw»*bM>b tT/' rimfxjoh’ 13tk

Iw~R UltiMir b Parlbincnt

TUKW INTXAS
la WTjxb V¥ Ml R Rh'baixRon (laRwir Membn fxxi
IkMightoTi) the Itnxkr-SfxiT~an <4 Slate “aixl ibal the
Cw'-xemmenl At India Axnteaanlahxd le~lathxn enabling
T»»de Ltni.'iw to necixtw, and that a »ige measure *4
pi-AhstiAa hxim cixi! and »Timmal av'ltxns wxwild be
a\vxrded to xs h irgisteiTxi lhn"xns

ha repb to * further <5iKsti»»n bx Xh. RKhaix'hxxn,
the tindirxSexTTlan of State inhvmod the H.xu» tbal
certain erxaxtments At the Indiain IjCgTslatures, x\xpdes
of whi.'h wvee in the ljbinrv of the Hxiise. pMvxxkvl
fAi the requisitiAning of lab,w« fixi enw igencies such as
egxair Of Irtgahtm wwks and anj evcephxvial ciivum-
stancfs  (\iw Madras, wL J

A Tr>3e Joonutl b GemutBT

h hfcs hem Avxiofi Kx the Gcrmaa Fp3«>h<w ¢
Tvade LtoKwts >h puKiwb « ma”~uine under the editor-
ship' «t Ldhai Erdmann. The need of stx’h a maca»ne
has been ieh for a lon”™ time in Germanx- The idea in
sUntM” siK'h a in™nane is to »Sden the scopt of Trade
Vmhxn acnvjtj and to he less dependent on pohboal
iMurties f« discussioas of latvxa questKins. (Fran be
AlIwIs iIKTF T, O

A Tre” Uiwa Euk b cotmitc

FoUowfir™ the example of the Labour Bank at \'iama
a " Bank of the W.-ckearsc Salaried Employees and Orril
S'Vxanis Jhant Stock Cnropany", with a hiBy pud np
capita] at marks., has been foundedin Germany.
TTi» » the toa hank of its kind m that countiy. The
id>» rite promoiers haxc in view in starring such a hard;
B mat h* investing its funds in its own hank, the interests
oi labour wiTl he advanced, and the psrobts of capitalist
iaideers w31 be damnified. (Ftwb die Kenor* the
7,F.T,Uua

(Mzrrrr

Area sr, 1924

Hull and | auMume ; and in ad«liliou (heir will be Tradr
Srxivlaiial C«xngiT>xc» al \ lenna, Bcilm, Prague and
Hamlixuig." (Fmm /Ae Kcpixrh of thf i, F. T. U.)

International Trades Union Congress,
Vienna, 1924

Mr. Kioil Hiamlev m the " IxikmT .M<uearine » for JuK

H24 gixes an avwxunt ‘4 the ak'x-e Congress under the
title of " A \V»Ml<e«’ Parliament of Euroi* ™.

Mr, Piamlex mites with cimsiderahle enthusiasm of

the unit> ol |Muy>'se which characterireil the proceedings,
and ilest'iihes k'w the delegates (who represented 22
countnes amt |h millhm Trades L”nion Members)
fratermofd in defiance of language ditficulties.

The Confenence largely coiuvrned itself with political

matteis. siwh as .Angki-Siwiet illations, the Fascist
m«'xement in ItaK, and the piex-ention of xxar. A jiro-
pamme of S”x'ial Legislathm xxas hoxx-ex-er adopited and
the questhxn of limitation of hxxuis of xx-ork, xx-as, as usual,
disx'ussed. It xxas stated that considerable disappoint-
ment existed in xarix'us countin'S regarding the unsatis-
factxxrx pxiopess maile in the direction of establishing a
normal xxxxrking week of 48 houi's. It was Indicated
that the Influence of Gieat Bntain xcould count for much
in this matter, and the Biitlsh Delegabon repiorted to the
Congress that a BIU hi establish a 48-hour xxeek was to be
introduced inhi the House of Ccmimons and that over
three-fixurths of the Trade Union nicmbor in Engkmd
wwe alroadx xxwklng 48 hx>urs pier xixxeek <» less.

The British IVlegation's pxropxisal for the *“ Sooal

ownership of coal mines, railways, land and other nxmo-
poR forms of oxx-nerslup” was not accepited. And
pierhapis the most Impxortant feature of the Confoence
was Its repudiarion of the Communist IntemationalL
which it was claimed was trxIng through communist
ninoriries in various countries "' to c/jpiose and destroy
the Intemaricaxal Federation of Trades Unions ™,

The Conference accepted the pKirxapde that ** Inter-

national Sooal Legislation ” leading to ** International
Labour Standards™ is the * propier ahematlve to
economic boundary Enes, taiiS walls, and protectioi™
measures **, It ahc alErmed that the common aim of
Trades Lnians is ~ to in~oxxe the eccmomic and social
conditions of the working dass,” and secure for the
walkers ** pxolitical freedom and an unrestricted influence
in political Efe”.

The .Aistrian Trade Lmicns, in the rdl of hosts,

pirovided a pirooessiQn >4 miles long to honoiff the
International representatives. We read that ' With
theai magniheent banners.................... and many hands
................ Battahons of the (.Austrhm) Workers' Govd
marched in nuEtary fonnation
that this organization s intended to counter any movement
gimitaT to the Fasost mevement in Italy.

It is more than hinted

LABOC'R CAZmF

The Collection of Statistics by Legislative Enactment

Introduction of the Statistics Bill in the Bombay
Legislative Council

A copy of the Bill to Provide for the Gdlectton of
Statistix'al Information for Public Purposes in thr Bombay
Presidency was published In the Labour Gmettt for May
1924. This Bill was Introduced in the Second Srssxin
of the Bombay Legislatix-e Counal which met at Pootu
In the month of July. His Excellency the Governor of
Bombay, in bis address at the opening of the Session aa
Monday the 21st July referred In the following terms la
the Statistics Bill:—

* Another measure to which Government attechei
considerable Importance Is the Bill relating to the collec-
tion of statistics. On details there may be. and. | am
Informed, are. differences of opinion, but these can no
doubt be dealt with, and | trust will disappear in thr
course of discussion. 1 hope that the general prmciplr
of the Bill will commend itself to the Counal. If India
is to prosper, as xxre all desire so keenly, she must edvancr
in Industrial prosperity. Such Industnel advance h*.
and must bax*e. its own peculiar dangers. e. in Indie,
have the opportunity of taking advantage of the industnel
experiences of other count™ end Govennnent n
conxnnced that it should now take every’ paasaUe step to
avoid disputes and class hatred, end that labour shell not
be embittered by unnecessary quarrels end enmitxe.
Many industrial disputes arise from misunderstandingi
rather than from fundamental diflerencxs of interest.
The Statistics Bill is designed to put at the service af both
capital and labour that mass of verified bets vrbidi can
alone furnish the basis for reasoned arguments between
parties. It Is further designed to enligken the minds of
the pubEc who should, in the lest resort, be the arhtten
of Industrial disputes which endanger the pabbe
wdfare.”

The firet reading <4 the BiU wu introduced by the
HenouraUe SE Maurice Heyward, the Home Member,
on Tuesday the 22nd juR. Sir Maorxe Hayward
pointed out that the BIU was inrimately omected wilb
the Important (piesrioa of the prevenrion and setdeaaat
of trade cEsputes and was the first step towasds tbe eslab-
Eshment of Industrial courts of enquiry. Tbe preaeM
position was that the necessary iniomatioB (nr neb
purposes bad to be obtaiDed purely asi a vobolary baaia,
and though a great many empk~”eis had arnimed in givis<
the required information there always
Important reridoe who vaere oat so ready to fvovide it

* Tlk Hinrana of tic ioS veec” al ike Ha<«<iik Hbi Itotoa.
die SeoVUej. Haoc De”™anaa*. the OVnaob LAaa aarf to
Leator at toe nfrlaaai -

Secfcwer. 1 i ~alaiiii Coaod. The
stzaded iraa Si

a 4>4—6

The contrqumce wtt ihal ihr ixjlertfd wnr
on aeeeunt of thnr imximplrtmt** twl whafb (rlaahir
and lhal the conchuMR* dn«>R tra« ihrtn ntii «
saliafaclor) as Itiex skmld br The oUeil of inr tUl
oas to make ptoxtuon fxN ihr »u(ipt> of full and w.uitlc
KlatisIH's Thrtr wvidd ROl hr amch di~riwc of
opHiuon as I« ihr drwialwlil) of loAnitng h IAfoema-
IWA, or the neersMt) of haxmg this miuimaiMHI tumptri
and reliahte  Thnr mtghl br dtUrrenm of apmsan a>
to the ruwy naluir of ihr prrwltitr* la br provided Id
enforce the pudtn'tioa of the mformattaa irquurd and
also as 10 the raacl Miuir of ihr safrguwds rcxc«wl) Id
prrxmt any imsusr of ihr inlurmalidn xolttxitd by >ul>
ordinates or other prtwint vdin wuuld br mliilrd ursdn
the Bill 10 call for mfonnaiMn itoa rmployni kg thew
were matters which would br cairfuly conssdrtrd by a
Selrct Commiitoe  The main pimrtplr lhal ihnr ahouu
br somr moans of obusnmg ihr inturmalioa tetrad
would br acrrtXrd The Suiistos Ball was a forwaid
strp in ihr mattrr of mduatiial duputrs, but<<tnduiliial
matters. whether il be m Stnkra ar <« Srillmanl of
Strikra, thr Bombay Piraxlmc) waa a fomard Pnmik
and always eave thr lead la other Provincra

Mr. 3. A. Key (norrnneird) apposed ihr Bil an ihr
pounds () thei Irgialelaao f« thr trniranrtg of mdualtial
(fisputca tkiuld precidr thr StebaiKs BiU i (2) lhel ihr
gdormatsan already caBinid by ihr Labour OSwr had
aereed a certam amaant af ubhiy. md far (hat reason aloor
there was on need to ruah thr proposed PHOT af Irgtalelsun;
(5) thet the eaalogy ef otbv oeantfica
Bombay because India was a comperabvety
oeaatry: end (4) tlui a wmdd be iraaUcsomr fee thr
raefl OMMibcSurcn end the smeH iadory aseosrs in
wpply the adach would be ashed far.
Mr. Key eleo abieded la the pawen whah ««rr panted
aoder the BiH to the Dtfader af the Lebear OAcc
emerieBy m cnoaedsaa wah the nghi af awuae obacm-

naa aa thr dateaeladed for any StetielicBl cnooiry.

Mr. C. N. Vadu (Beadwy MiBawoen Aesocseboo)
mid thd the pnpnaed ~upowooi, ntcziiC'
It aupcrimi bm«e tw
laipedor af Fedatiea. «ha visited eB

Fedariea. oaaU coled el the i Ihet WM

becBuar it asvc the nefal

efcagnriaeafedariea. Anda aoecaaeaecH because

m spend two lakhs of nipeu c*try

par when el the dau that wndd be required cauld be
caleded with ihr cxiali
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MI. | nliff Nninnice (Coinincn’c mill Indiisliy, liuluin
Mi'icliiiiils' ( lianilici mill Biiieaii), sliownl n ccilain
amount of K'scnlincnl al llio fact that llir Bill liad not hern
cinnlatcd amongst lommrii ial bodies in oidei’ to colloi t
tlicii views. He opposed the Bill piineipally on the
gionnd that it coveted too wide a range and that statistics
collected fora single province would not help the indus-
trial development of the whole coiiiitry which should be
the object of such legislation.

The Ahinedalwd Millowners' Association supported
the principle cl the necessity of having such legislation,
hilt hir. Cordhnndas Patel, who represents the Association
in the Council, agreed with Mr. Kay that an Industrial
Disputes Bill should precede a Statistics Bill, and that
legislation for the collection of statistics under statutory
power should originate from the Central Government and
apply to all India.

Mr. K. r. Nariman (Non-Muhaininadan Urban,
Bomliay City, South) wanted an assurance from Govern-
ment that the Bill was Intended to relieve the grievances
of labour and the masses of the country. He said that
he had no Intention to side with the capitalists In opposing
the Bill provided that such an assurance was given by
Government.

Mr. A. Montgomerie, Secretary to Government in the
Home Department, said that the first reading of the Bill
had been attacked on several grounds. The first was
that it ought to have been an All-India measure. As
far as he himself was concerned he was Inclined to agree
with the honourable members who had raised that point,
but the difficulty was that the Government of India had
declined to enter into such legislation on the ground that
the conditions obtaining in the various provinces were
very different. At the same time, the Government of
India had indicated that they had no objection to any
province, which thought that it was sufficiently advanced
to call for such legislation, engaging in legislation applying
only to that province. It was obvious to all that the
conditions of Bombay which rendered the application of a
Statistics Act to it were entirely different from those of a
Province, say like Madras, or any of the purely agricul-
tural provinces. Labour had certainly reached a stage in
Bombay which it had not reached in any other Presidency.
The people of Bombay had forcibly brought to their
notice the necessity of avoiding those errors which had
gone to make one of the least satisfactory chapters of
western civilisation. There were no two opinions as to
the need of some measure dealing with the settlement of
industrial disputes. Mr. Montgomerie declared most
emphatically that in introducing the Bill to provide for
the collection of statistics it was not the intention of
Government either to help the masses against the classes
or to help the classes against the masses. The intention
of Government was, by the collection of facts, to put
before the public such material as would enable them to
judge between the masses and the classes, to produce
material which would exhibit the true facts of the case by
doing away with misconceptions and misunderstandings,
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by squashing mil at |he very outset tin* false slaleinenti
made by labour, and occasionally by capital, which led to
indiislrial disputes and lo place tin* ii)at(*rial collected
before the public and before the masses ami the classes
and so to eliminate any antagonism that there might be
and which there ought not lo be between capital and
labour. | he reason for taking legislative authority for
the collection of material was that experience had shown
that any material not collected under legislative authority
and under compulsion was apt to be misleading.

When the debate on the Bill was resumed on the 23rd
July, Mr. L.aljee Naranjee (Indian Merchants’ Chamber)
suggested to Government that the consideration of the
Bill should be postponed pending its circulation to all
commercial bodies to be affected by it. | be Honourable
Sir Maurice Hayward said, in reply to Mr. Laljec
Naranjee, that Government were not willing at that stage
lo accept the suggestion of postponement but would like
to hear the views of other members on the Bill.

Mr. J. Addyinan (European, Bombay City) strongly
supported the first reading of the Bill on behalf of the
European Textile Association, which be represented,
subject to certain modifications of its clauses. Mr. Addy-
man said that be regarded the Bill as a sincere attempt
on the part of Government to establish the necessary
machinery so essential for prompt settlement of industrial
disputes. His experience of the mill industry m Bombay
and of industrial disputes went to show that it was alway.s
the initial stage of a dispute that was most critical, and
that led to a deadlock if a speedy settlement was not
reached. The longer a dispute continued the more
magnified became the grievances of labour and the more
difficult became the chances of settlement. That posi-
tion bad invariably resulted in continued deadlocks until
Government intervention had at last to be sought. They
were all aware of the results of the strikes which took
place in Bombay since 1919, and of the futility of leaving
them for settlement between capital and labour. If the
proposed Statistics Bill was passed it would enable the
Government and the public to know the facts of each case.
Those who opposed the Bill, Mr. Addyman continued,
had taken exception to the power which would vest in
Government, but they must not lose sight of the fact
that in all recent industrial disputes Government inter-
vention had ultimately to be sought, and Government had
exercised nearly the same powers which the Bill would
vest in them when passed into law. Mr. Addyman in
this connection referred to the facts of the last big mill
strike in Bombay and how it was ultimately settled on the
publication of the findings of the Enquiry Committee.
He was surprised at Mr. Kay’s contention that the Bill
was premature after all the bitter experience of the past.
He also criticised the speech of the representative of the
Bombay Millowners' Association and referred to a letter
addressed by the Millowners’ Association to Govern-
ment about two years ago urging the necessity for the
collection of statistics of the daily earnings of mill workers
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a bnsis for ibe stabilisation of wages, and he |[M.m(ed out
14,1 this letter bud stated that such statistics would prove
to be of very considerable assistance, and would tend to
statistics gave rise to. Mr. Addyman objccterl to the
application of tbe provisions of the Bill to sho|»s and
advocated tbe estublisbment of a Couit of Enquiry to
exercise a check on the powers given to the Director,
luibonr Office. With regard to the penalty section he
objected to iinprisoninent and suggested that the nuxi-
nnnn line should he reduced from Rs. | ,(X)0 to Rs. 500.

Mr. M. R. jayukar (University of Ifomliay), Leader
of the Swarajist Parly in the Council, supported the
principle of the necessity of having legislation for the
collection of statistical information fur public purjmses.
Mr. jayakur said that whether the members voted for the
first reading of lhe Bill or wanted it to go back to Govern-
ment once more with u request that it should Ix- circulated
nmung all the important commercial and other public
bodies in Bombay, one great advantage had Ix-cn gained
and that was that all members were agreed on the principle
of the Bill with certain qualifications. The fact that the
Council had accepted the principle of a Statistics Bill
within four years of the creation of the Lalxiur Office in
Bombay was a matter upon which the Government and
the Council should congratulate themselves. He con-
sidered that tbe powers which had been vested in the
Director of the Labour Office were loo great, and that these
powers could he more appropriately centred in a tribunal
ora committee empanelled from well known represent-
atives of tbe public or from representatives of both capital
and labour. Mr. Jayakar also considered that sub-clause
6 of clause 4 which permitted the collection of statistics
on “ any other matter which lhe Governor in Council
may by notification in the Bombay GoOernment Gazette
prescribe ” was too wide and gave Government unlimited
power to call for statistics on any subject they pleased.
Tbe wording of the sub-clause should be limited by the
insertion of some words such as ' allied to the above ’or
“ of the same nature as the above "or some words suggest-
ing that the enquiries should be restricted to industrial,
commercial or trading concerns. He considered the
penal clauses were much too severe and suggested a
substantial reduction in the maximum fine that might be
imposed as also tbe elimination of imprisonment as a
penalty for refusing to give information or access to
records. He recommended to Government that, since
the principle of the Bill had been accepted by the Council,
the consideration of the Bill should be postponed and
that it should be circulated to all the important commercial
and public bodies in the City of Bombay and in the
Bombay Presidency. In the meanwhile. Government
should make certain changes in the way in which he and
other honourable members had suggested. Mr. jayakar
thought that if the Bill came back to the Council at the
October Session with the advantages suggested, the
benefits of the opinions of the millowners and other
commercial bodies and with the full information which
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ihry ir<luii<<l in loiinrxion with tiiniUi k=:tUlii>n in
able rxtriil ami dial llir itatMin* *1 (hr Bill wuiihl I:;
aiiloiitli and (.ritain

Ml S. K. Ihlr iNiiniinali‘D. *li<>nglv »u|>|>.iilril thr
Bill and aaid dial diuv- ufiu ha<l i>|i|*iird it imnrd lo
luvr diiiir »ii (loin [tri»(>inl [lI<»]i\rt.

Ml 1. Hrnbon (Coiniiirnr and Indinliv. ILiiiliav
Cliailllirr id Coininriir) npiMiard llw lull Ir.lijlU( id the

nifiiria <d ihr ljalxmi Ollur In rnin laitmirt a tight
whiih, if rxrnlard al ihr liiiir id a iliikr, Mimld hr
iininrdialrly ari/rd iiimii by thr lynmaiil and highly
ynlalilr wiuknirn id ihr 'rrtidriii v at a iign that (iiiyrin-
Ik- pin ijutatrd. It was al»<> dangrtiHit in that ihr inaiiri
of stalialuii labtilalrd aiul piibliil rd by thr 1 jihuii Ollur
after an infinily nf work with vaimin inyilninoi and
ciyplii I, Yaand Z a, plinn and ininiiart, aidrd by Ilir
applicalmn of Ingaiilhini, would atill not [io»iria that
nrcisaary fni ihr pirvrnlinn id llu ar aliikri which they
all drplorrd ao grrally. Mi. lhidann ilainird that iii
the event of a aliikr inaaa alalialiia would not give that
aasistance, whiih it waaclaiinrd they would, and that if
any atalislica were to Ik- of value lheie almuld lie collrcled
aJ hoc when the occaaion aroae. He explained that
these reinarka aliould not Ik- taken aa a condeinnalioii id
statistics generally. It would be futile, he aAid, lor a
representative rd Trade and Coininene lo coiideinn
statistics generally, since |rade and Giinineire make
extensive use of Slalislical 1ablet, ilia rmiaiki w-re
directed only against the [xarltcular slalialici which it
was sought by this Bill lo collect He thought that
the Bill was unnecessary (1) because the jKiwers granted
under the Bill would enable the officers of the Ijiboui
Dejiarlment lo enter factories and to pry Into the private
affairs and the secret processes of manufacturers, (2)
because all the statistics requirerl by the Lalxiur Offire
could lie readily obtained from voluntary sources at wat
admittedly the case during the recent Mill Strike in
Bombay, and (3) because even if Government considered
that such statistics would not be sufficient, provision
could be made in the Industrial Disputes Bill for enabling
all the information required to Im; obtained under the
section which allows for books, papers and all other
matters relevant to a dispute to be called for at the time
when an enquiry is held. Mr. Hudson also objected to
the wide powers given by sub-clause 6 of clause 4 and to
imprisonment as a penalty.

The Karachi Chamber of Commerce supported the
Bill. Mr. F. Clayton, who represents the Karachi
Chamber in the Council, said that labour was day by
day becoming self-assertive, and that if means were not
devised whereby industrial disputes might be terminated
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matH’ ifey to be relevant JE ary snoucr snonld be
readkr avaiiatn*. h wnnic be aisulutek mmossibie to
mEert sarsnca; aate rekvant t. a dispute after a dispulE
Dfi aegur anc mucT: raluabit rnne would be lest in
mlt“-rmc suet aaa wniis: at enquiry k m progress
Tm eriaenze prnduesd before a Court of Enquiry which
H iBsed not or statstica: date a.“rnraTey collected and
nnnplled bsrorehanE but an hurriedly p*gsmted docu-
menii. ranna ead to correct conclislonsabout the general
amdnot of at maistoy or about the quesnot uf labour
and W2» ir. that industry.

tmrr nit gnestrot of the utdisatioE of mdustnal
statsns at psnods of misinaJd nsDutes, the caHectoan
of snr-r stHtsPcs. seTva £ vet iBciul pirpose tn ascer-
niTTimc ~ me mihsmal advanre of £ ccuntry and (Z) me
growtr of the pn”Jcrcy of the mdusmal classs.. iJtans-
aa Ct ine cost of imnp on rents, on the proportion
home ty the ecienditnre on vanons commodities to' the
na mmme. on me mcome of difierent clasts and erotgis
of wagt amert are nrsahiable toom the new pcom of
dstermiimot of wages, e qustion which k now becomtng
mcreESmE-T txirdinatec wiri, the rost of hving. Date
coliEcac now will aho be isehij yean hence for the
IBtoiaeranDt of the question of siantiard rats of wtages
for "ar-r rmipa’inr tt flarr: industry, and for the question
of wage agreanens at some date m future when without
Qoubt tne Trark Lmois to thk Presidents will have
dev”pet: e sufficient bargaining power. .Another im-
portant point which riiouid not be kst sight of b the fact
mat satisnr? m connexiOE whh questions of iabour m
Inffia are laiung e promnent place
comparisoiB. anc tfst vanoiB fareisn countnes are
egntinuary narmp enquiries resardinc prices, wages,
rente, eic-, m Inda.

E-CEKT KDUSTHAL DS'LTES CALL FOB 5QDL4?.
LEGHAIrO.* K BOMBAY

1ne two general stries m tftt Cotton M3] Indnstry

to .Abmenanac anc m Bombay whici occurred witiun a

period of ten monihs, and invoked 43,Clil0 and 15C),C0j
workpeople respectively resulted in a los of a total

number of ten and a quaner milhoD workmg days or in a
number of working days mark equal to tbe total number

of working oays kst throud mdustrial di”mtes in the

whok of G"taC Britain and Northern Ireland during the

year 1923. Ttese facte ffiow the mdustnal importance
of the BomsBy Praadency and the magnitnde of the kiss
(1] to the mdustiT m the number of working days, and

G; to the workpec” in the form of wages as a result of
«Jy two ihg stria. These facte and figures dearly
prove tic uTRnt necasitj- of haring a Stztistia Act
designed to pot, in the words cf His Excrllency the
Governor of Bomiay, “ at the service cf both capital
and jaboor that man of verified facte winch can alone
fumiri: the basis for reaontd arguments between partia”.

TOUaflAW MEIBOD UKSUCCESSra.

Tne vefantary method of oiBectmg statistics has not
bees foood to be mooesiful

AL'GUST, 1924
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(c) Tue Enrinfsrmr EmpJaws' Federation have
denniteh' refused to fumisti statistjcs iar a census of
mbpcf m titt Engmeering Industn- in tfie Bomiiay Prasi-
dency, Tlie Engineamg industry prondes employTTvnf
to ar average daik number of neark -*.OfW wor”ieopie
or to 11 per cent, of tbe total number of factory worlaii
in tbe Preadency.

Alncb rjiffunhy is experienced by tie Investiga-
tors of tbe Labour Ofeoe in tbe coUectlon (rf figures for
renpi, prices and famik budgets from bouse-bolders and
fifalen

(c) During tbe fet Labour Ofice Census of wages in

tbe Cotton AED Industry, M-bicb was taken in May ]921,
onk 39 milk out of & miUs m Ahmedabad supplied
TnfAmMal”eT  In tie d>econd Census taken in .August
1923, ahboutb all milk suppEed information, rongiderabk
f-Tmmby waj experienced in coHecting returns. Tbe
forms for tius enquiry were issued during tbe Erst we”
of Angrst ]1923. Onk 21 per cent, of acceptable returns
were received two monliss after tbe issue of tbe forms,
di pgr cent, of tbe returns were not received till over three
months after issue, and the last cf them was not received
till March 1924, L e_, more Enar. seven months after the
forms had been sent out from tbe Labour Office. In
almost all cases the forms had to be rerumed to the mills
for recuhcatian of data incorrectly stated. In several
cases the Invstigators of the Labour Office had to viat
die Manager or .Agents of a mill on as many as four
occasions before a return was made at all, and in the case
of all up-country mills tbe Investigators had to tour tbe
Prsidency to coSect returns from all centres except
Sbolapur, bhamapaT and .Amalner, whose milk submitted
correct returns *Tthout visits. .Although the voluntary
method uHimatek secured cent, per cent, returns for the
enquiry held for .August 1923, it must be admitted that
tbe voluntary system of tbe coBecbon of these stadsfacs
resuhed m a good deal of waste of due and energy, and
therefore of pobhc mone>.

(d) In connexion with a Wages Census conducted for
various rlasses of worlgjeopk in towns for the year 1923
fonns were isued to 53 sdected Muniapalibes in the
Presidency in .August 1923. .Although a year has elapsed
since the issue of these forms the Labour Office has not
been aUe to complete the tabuladon sheets owing to the
DOD-retum of a few forms.

Tbe voluntary method is iKit successful in obtaining
con”lete stadsdcs which are essential especially in the
sphere of industrial and labour stadsdcs before reliable
general averages can be arrived at. The Imperial
Stadsdcal Conference which met in London in 1920
recognised this when it passed the following resolutxm:—

““ The Conference affirms its offfiuon that the accuracy

of statistical infonnadon secured by means of voluntary
or opdonal returns is open to serious doubt The
Conference therefore reconnnends that whenever a
Government calls for stadsdcs on any subject or series
of sulgects it should confer the necessary statutory
authority upon its officers for thor coUecdon.”

L450L7?

aun'ERSAUIT OF simiiaf 1ecblatiox

The prindple underlying measurs for the coUectioE
of stadsdcs under leglslatri'e sancdon has been sd nnj-
ATIiNb' acknowledged that there is to-dav- pracdcalh nt
industrially dev'eloped country in the world, except
India, which has not a Stadsdcs .Act to assist in the coDec-
don of the stadsdcal data which a may require
in the issue of the Laitmir Gazetie for May 1924 a list
was published showing the countries which had Statistica]
Acts together with the names cf the .Ads. In the
En”~re, the United Kingdom. Canada, tsoutb .Africa,
New Zealand, the Commonwealth of .Australia, and the
dirierent States of .Australia, nz New South Wales,
\ictona, Westem .Australia, Queensland and Tagmank
all hai'e such .Acts. The Tasmanian .Ad was placed on
tbe Statute BocA nearly fifty years ago and the Queensland
\Ad was passed four years before tbe beginning of the
present century. In Eurc” as far as it is kncwn, legisla-
don for the compulsory collection of statkrira] data is
to be found in France, Germany, Sweden, Norway,
Denmark, Italy, Hungary, Switzerland and Greece.
Japai”; adopted legislarion of this land in 1922 and in
Soutr -America, The .Argentine Repuhhc has a btaristics
Ad. In the United States of .America almost every
State has an .Ad empowering its Labour Bureau or
Stadstical Office to colled statistics under legislative
autborit}-.

ARGUMENTS AG.AINST THE BEI

The .Arguments against the Bill will be dealt wiffi in
full detail in the September Issue of the Lci>eiar Gazdte,
which will contain in addition to complete answ’ers to all
objections raised against the Bill, extracts from the .Acte
of other countries which deal with such questions as the
pow'er to colled statistics on ““ other matters **, tbe right
of entry to fadories, etc., the power to make obsovations,
penalties, etc.

Labour Resolutions in Bengal Council '

“ KE. M. Daud, MT,C., is going to move in the Bengal
Legislative G>uik3!l three labour resoludcms. The one
seeks to remove the present disabihty of the labouring
classes in the matter of elecring thdr own represaitadves
to the Bengal Legislative Gjundl by grandng spedal
dectoral franchise to them and by allotting them at least
five seats to be represented through special labour consti-
tuendes. The other requests tbe Local Government to
approach the Govemmoit of India lequesdng them to
take acricMi on the Recommoidations amceming Unem-
ployment Insurance for Seamen adc’ited by the Genoa
Intemariooal Labour CtHifaence In 1920, The third
resolution urges Government to take early steps to abolish
liquor and drug shops within the approach of mills and
other Industrial centres.” (Frcm the All-In” Trade
Union BuUdin, Jtdy 1924.)
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Factories In">ection in LttfilaDd, 1923

We are m receipt of the ““ .Annua/ Raxtri ol the Ci®
ItaxisciaT oj Faamei and H'f,Tfihow jar the war 1725 ",
Langan, H, M. Slatianerj/ C”ce, 1924, 1he corre-
gxinding Indian Statisaical Summary for the year J922
was noticed in the May issue of the Lahaar tiozetie.

The lotah oi FbOotvs subject to inspection under the
Factories .Acte of the two countries were as foDowis,—

Bnftit hwu.
ME

1« W

“ Workshops " in England are up to tbe present dis-
dngin®ied from ** Factories ” by reason of tbe non-
employriKnt of power. The number of Factories is
gradually increasing and of workshops falling; and ffiis
is due partly to the introduction of power into existing
workshops, and partly to tbe ““dosing down of small
worlsbcps, mostly in rural areas *,

The numbers of accidents were as follows

GnafiriMB.
M3.
Na fatal 124.wW4 b.%9
Fatal .. SwT 14
Tjd .. 13.»1

It would not be justifiable to attempt a comparison
between tbe ratio of accidents either to fadories or to
operaties in tbe two countries without more information
as to definitions and methods of reporting.

Tbe Report draws attention to tbe large proportion of
accidents due to falls of Individuals, which constitute
from 10 to 15 per coit. of the total accidents every jw.
These are of four lands(1) falls from elevations, (2)
falls Into excavations, pits, shafts, etc., (3) falls on the
level, and (4) falls caus” by slipping of objects, tools or
instrumente carried. A close analysis in particular
Industries for definite periods showed the following
percaitages to total falls:—(1) 40, (2) 6, (3) 44, (4) 10,
Of class (3), falls on the leved, tw'o-thirds were due to
slipping and one-third to stumbling ov-er objects.  Slip-
ping w:as due mainly to slippery floors, but partb' to un-
suitable foot-wear (particularly among womoi and girls)
and partly to ““ sky-larking or horseplay among workers

Information is also given about other accidents,
dangerous trades, sanitation, employment and welfare
work. .And the reports of the Senior Medical Officer,
the Senior Electrical Inspector, and the Senior Engineer-
ing Inspector are printed in exienso.

It is impossible to review all these matters in detail.
But reteroice mav be made to welfare work, to W'hich
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terminated tKe procee<Im«. (The Timet cf
Friday Augtsi Sth.)

Wor”aacoi G>mpeiisation Act
RULES FRAMED UNDER THE ACT

The Workmenw» GxnpensatMXi Act (Act VII1) of 1923
came into force on 1st Jul>' 1924. The Act w-as published
m eiterao in the issue of the Lahour Gazette for April

1923. Tlie Draft Rules framed by tbe Govemment of
India under the .A:t vireTe published in this journal m
April 1924. .-Vter inviting ibe opmims of Local Govern-
ments and employers’ and workers’ organisations on the
provisions of these Draft Rules, the Government of India
published, in a notification No. 1_— 1182. dated 26th June
1924 the final rules to be observed in the wwking of the
Act- This notification and rules were published in the
juh issue of the Labour (Jazrtte. The Gosernment of
Bombay have published, in a notification No. 4486, dated
2nd July 1924. further rules to be observed in the working
of the Act. "P ese rules are put-lished below for the
oonvenience of tne readers of the Labour Gazette.
No. 448"\ Bombay <2astle, 2nd July 1924.

* In exerose oi the powers conferred b>' clauses (a) and
(f) of section 33 of the Workmen’s Compensation Act,
1923 (V’I11 of 1923), the <jo\ernor in Council is pleased
to make the fcJlowing rules for regulating the scales of
costs w.Gch may be allowed m proceedirigs under the said
Act and for prescribuiz and determinmg the amount of
fees payable in respect of any proceedings before a
ComnuEsioDer under the said .Act, namdy .—

1. Costs.—(1) U'here the Ciommissioner directs that
any costs shall not follow the event, he shall state ha
reascms in writing.

(2) The ocots wfiich may be awarded shall include—

(c) the charges necessarily incurred on account of
court-fees ;

(£) the charges necessarily incurred on subsistence
mcmey to witnesses; and

(c) pleaders’ fees on the scale prescribed in the
fofcwing rule.

(3) In any proceedmg involving an application for
cxxnpensataoD in the form of a Jump sum, an apphcation
for commutatioo or an app£cation for indemnification,
the fee allowed shall Lte Rs. 10 subject by spedati order of
the Commimoner to disnanttfioo to a sum no< less than
Rs. 5 and to increase to a sum not more than Rs. 50,for
each such proceeding. In all other appfications the fee
allowed shafl be Rs. b stdiject to increase by special order
to a sum not exceeding Rs. 2Lt.

(4) When a party ertgages more pdeaders than one to
conduct Of defend a case, he shall be allowed one set of
costs only.

$5) When sei‘eral defendants having substantially one
defence to make employ several p4eaders, they sh” he
allowed one set of costs only. In such cases kwi&hefer
the apphcant, at the time of hearing, to ask for a directif
of the Court that separate costs be not allowed.

Applications
commutation—

(a) Dv agreement
between
parties

fi) In all

*Apphcaticns for the
deposit of ccmpensa-
tion—
to) Lnder sectxn
8(1)of theAct
w) Under sectMe
8 (2) of the .Ad
(in  respect of
each persoo to
whom
pensatKK]
payAhle)
Applicatioaa
dwri-iliMhnn
dependents
each depeadoR
Appbcatioas

(a) Wfaoethe rc*

1K)

- MMB*

u) 1* al

tnm
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H the fee which would have been payable by the applicant
on an application for the relief which the Commissioner
considers to be due is greater than the fee which has
actually been paid, the Commissioner may require the
applicant to deposit fees to the extent of the difference.

Accidents and Prosecutions
STATISTICS FOR JULY 1924
(Supplied by the ChieJ Inspector of Factories.)

The monthly statistics of the accidents in factories and
workshops in the Bombay Presidency, published on pages
38 and 39 of this issue, contain details of accidents
reported during the month of July in Bombay City,
Ahmedabad, Karachi and other centres of the Presidency.

During July, In Bombay City there were in all 203
factory accidents of which 2 were fatal, | serious and the
remainder 200 minor accidents. Of the total number,
51 or 25'1 per cent, were due to machinery in motion
and the remaining 74’9 per cent, to other causes. By far
the largest number of accidents occurred in workshops,
the proportion in different classes of factories being 69
per cent, in workshops, 29 per cent, in textile mills and
2 per cent, in miscellaneous concerns.

In Ahmedabad, there were eleven accidents, all of
which occurred in cotton mills. The accident in the
Gujarat Ginning and Manufacturing Company’s Mill
resulted in approximately 26 deaths, 12 serious Injuries
and 10 slight Injuries. The figures are subject to correc-
tion. Of the remaining 10 accidents four were serious
and six minor.

In Karachi, there were in all four accidents, two of
which occurred in railway workshops and the other two
in miscellaneous concerns.  All the accidents were minor
and were due to machinery In motion.

In other centres of the Presidency, the total number of
accidents was 29, of which eleven were in textile mills,
seventeen in workshops and one in miscellaneous con-
cerns. Ten accidents were due to machinery in motion,
and 19 to other causes. One of these accidents was fatal,
three serious, and the remaining twenty-five minor.
PROSECUTIONS

During July 1924, there were In the Bombay Presidency
eight prosecutions under the Indian Factories Act, seven
of which were made In Ahmedabad and one in Nadlad
(Kaira).

Ahmedabad

The managers ot three cotton mills were prosecuted
under section 41 (/) for breach of section 18 and Rule 33
(ii) regarding scutchers. They were convicted and fined
Rs. 150 each. One Ginning factory was prosecuted under
section 41 (a) for breach of section 23 (a). The Manager
was convicted and fined Rs. 60. One cotton mill was
prosecuted under section 41 (a) for breach of section 23
for allowing boys to work without tokens. The Spinning

Master was convicted and fined Rs. 300. Another cotton

mill was prosecuted under section 41 (a) for breach of
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section 22 for allowing boys (half-timers) to work
weekly holiday. The Manager was convicted and fined
Rs. 150. The Manager of another mill who was prose-
cuted under section 41 (/) for breach of section 18 (/) (b)
and section 18 (3) regarding hoist gates was convicted
and fined Rs. 150.

Nadiad (Kaira)

The Manager of a cotton ginning factory at Thasra
was convicted under section 41 (a) for breach of section
23 (a) and section 26 and was fined Rs. 60.

CT as

Accident in a Mill at Ahmedabad

(Account supplied by the Chief Inspector of Factories.)

The accident occurred at about 10-45 a.m. on the
29th July and affected the first and second floors of the
three-stoned building in addition to the roof.

Approximately 200 square yards of the first floor,
200 square yards of the second floor and 440 square
yards of the roof collapsed. In addition, a large party
wall separating the old mill built in 1888 from the
extension built in 1906 collapsed. The debris was
precipitated on to the ground floor but a large portion
of the roof fell on to the second floor without breaking
It. Had this portion also broken through the second
floor the loss of life would have been much greater.

A large water tank above the Engine Room, which was
carried on cross walls, was not affected by the collapse
and was immediately emptied after the occurrence.

The bulk ot damage was confined to the new mill but
one column in the old mill was broken and 78 square
yards of roof fell, but did not penetrate the second floor.

The work of clearing up the debris, together with
rescuing the persons pinned under the fallen girders
and machinery proceeded as expeditiously as was possible
under the circumstances, ft was some days before the
full extent of the casualties could be ascertained. Up
to the present (10th August) the death-roll numbers 26
and 22 were more or less seriously injured and reported
as accidents under the Factories Act.

In addition, several others received minor injuries and
were treated either in their homes or at the hospital as
out-door patients.

A committee consisting of the Chief Inspector of
Factories, the Executive Engineer, and the City Magis-
trate has enquired under Rule 65 of the Factories Act
into the cause of the accident.

Strikes in the United States of America

“ The United States probably has more strikes, both
in absolute number and relative to population than any
other country. Certainly, violence and intimidation are
much more common in connection with strikes in the
United States than anywhere else in the world.” {Quoted
from the Journal oj Political Economy by the Industrial
News Survey.)

LABOUR CAZHIE

Comparative Urbanization of Bombay Presi-
dency and the other Major Provinces

In the discussion on the Statistics Bill at the July
Session of the Legislative Council questions were arked
as to why Bombay should take the lead in Icgitlabue el
this nature.

If there is any justification for Bombay advanong more
rapidly than other provinces it may be sought in staUstia
of industrialization and urbanization. For the funacs
reference is invited to the Report of the Government of
India entitled Statistics of Factories for the year endmg
December 31, 1922, Calcutta, Government Printing.
India, 1924, which was noticed on pp. 27,28 of the L keai
Gazette for May 1924. For the latter the .AU-India
Census Tables can be consulted.

The percentage of persons who lived in towns in March
1921 was Bombay Presidency 23, North Western Frontier
Province 15, Madras 13, Punjab and United Provinces Il
each. Central Provinces 10, Bengal 7, Bihar and Onssa 4,
Assam 2. These figures relate to British Territory only.

But the definition of * town * vanes according to local
idiosyncracies. We can however take the proportions of
persons who live in places of various size, by which we
get the following results:—

Province PopuUtion
(Britiih Tcrriiory only). 1921. 100,000 01000 LOOI B>L»
and Sfloniud
<mr.  10X000. Q.M. u.-11m*
Bombay too 1o 47 7» ™4
Madras 100 Is 44 ot or
Punjab and Delhi .. too 40 st St Ml
Beneal t00 2i 24 72 oS
Cmitral Provinces and Berar .. 100 1S 22 St *04
United Provinces .. 100 2-7 2-7 42" « 4
Burma too IS 14 *I’ ‘ «0S
Bihar and Orissa .. 100 oJ 21 Jl x4
Assam too . 20 I «e

Urbanization Is closely bound up with industrialization.
Industrial concerns seek out the larger towns on account
of tbeir labour supplies. New concerns arrive and attract
outside labourers, who in turn attract shop-keepers and
others. This Is an axiom that does not require argument.
It is only mentioned by way of justifying the use of statis-
tics of wurbanization as an index of industrialization.
An examination of the above table, column by column,
will show that Bombay Presidency Is Incomparatively
more urbanized than any other.

The Housing Bill

Mr. Wheatley's Housing Bill was read a third time
in the House of Lords on the 6th of August 1924.

AUCIN,
I-€
Welfare Work ia MtUt

nu lalA CBOLT or ttfLLs

Tlk | laiiii A~ ai
and flfec iiuuiLci Irikulc i.,ealm La
Duiuf at lhe Huiii rflliUIrd :+ Alrwd lat*

Ltd ., d- ' M the -.41 of June i-.’a

Mr. Joshi't proposed Bill ob Materoily
Benefits

Mr N M J(mlu [4u|xi»rt lu ihiiodiMr in ih» Sap-
Irinbrl SrIMKM of |hr I*rgiUatlVT /Ukrtldily a HtU 14
titirlioialr ihr tiNidiliun <4 w<<mra wurlingin mill* and
fatlour*  Thr Bill, if il lirt'siiH* <« All. n lo hr tailed
thr Malrrnih Brtitfii /Ail

Thr Bill atm* al Mlrguaiding tl.r iiilrir»i* ij MtonMi
engagrd m mduUiial mtiiljaliuo» I ptefulMl» ihrii
rtnploymrnl *it urrki afut <'nhiinuriil and I' lurtir®
ihem ihf righi d Iraving «»oik xt wtYk* lirlt/<r itaihiir
mml on ihnr pruduting a mrdKal trrtihiair 1o ilmbl
rffrtl. Further, il enlille* auth viaiiitii 1o an alluwamr
lo be paid Iry ihr Ijxal Governntnii <mjl of a fund
calahliahrd for ihi* ,MjrKrae and called llw Malerruly
Benefit Fund.

Thr Bill alto pro(io*et that rhould a woman dw during
confinement, the Ixwfil lo whith »he i* mlillrd. akall
be |jaid lo a perton who undeilakr* the carr of the child.
Moreover, lhe Bill impotea certain retlriclKn* C4i the
employert. zAn employer cannol ditmiti a woman who
it ahtcnl from work—tix weekt before or after confine-
ment : and any employer breaking any of Ihe provitiont
of thia Act It liable to a fine which may extend to Rt. 500.

The Bill ia auggcated by Ihe Draft Convention paaaed
at the Firat International Labour Conference held al
Washington in 1919,
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Retail food index for India and foreign countries
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. . labour gazette
»as, and d..criP-n oi «»ven 200", prod,,ced-c,,,,,,,.-™ ) .
K Pnncipal Trade Disp,,,,, * august, 1924
. 9
& ed sulemen. o the progress in July 1924
Three months ended June [sJame of concern and People involved
Month of June locality dispute
Directly Indirectly lUdi
o 1923 Began Ended
Description )
(000) (000) (000) Textile TraJu.
000 (000) . 1924
(000) (000) 14123 15,786 >6.342 I. The Ahmedabad Fine o 1024
5.930 ' Spinning and Weaving 2 Jul
5.503 : : (Weavers). Y 3 Jul
5,148 ' 328 323 Cio., Ltd., Gomtipur ’
Pounds 7 196 b 18 Road, Ahmedabad.
98 5 5 Ibb 215
10 14 85 26 57 2. The Ahmedabad Spin-' 17
piece-goods 83 13 ! ning and Weaving Co., (0ilmen and 1387 11 Juy 16 July
Hosiery 9 rI;]té:ld.,b Shahpur, Ah- drivers).
46,825 47.613 abad.
15,734 48.625 .
Grand Total Engineering Traces. |
otal »* |
3. The Alcock Ashdown 90
: : . 17 July 19 Jul
~hmedabad & Co.. Engineering (Boilermaker's g Y
Works, Mazagaon.  shopmen).
Bombay.
Three months ended June
Month of June Mixellaneous.
) 1922 1923 1924 4. The Surat Municipality, 500 3y .. 8 July
Description 1922 1923 1924 Surat. (Bhangis).
(0c0) (000) (0?0)
(000)
(000) 473
Grey and bleached piece-goods Pound 978
Khadi (fl ounds 449 Bz e )
Chudders 3,079 "% 3 i
Dhotis 3
Drills and jeans 1] ! 657
Cambrics and lawns 229 120 6,173
Printers 1730 | 723 442
Shirtings and long cloth 65 116
T. cloth, domestics, and sheetings 2 649
Tent cloth 235 169
Other sorts
2698 5550 19,546 8.270 18,709
Total '
450 836 1,361 3,421
. 398
Coloured piece-goods «> 2
Gr” and coloured goods, other than | 1 2 2
piece-goods ] "5 7 9 P
Hosiery ! I 3 21 1
Miscellaneous . .
Cotton goods mixed with suk or !
wool *¢
Grand Total 6.308 3,165 20,920

(9) Included under “other sorts prior to April 1924.
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Current Notes from Abroad

{These notes are drawn from numerous official and in
some cases non-official sources.  Special indebtedness is
acknowledged to the International Labour Office, Geneva-
Care is taken to examine and check as far as possible all
statements especially those from newspaper cuttings.)

United Kingdom.—The following table shows the
average percentage increase, as compared with July 1914,
for all items included in the statistics of the cost of living
of a working class family since January 1919 .—

Average Percentage increase since July 1914

All Hans (food, rail, clothing, fuel and light, etc.}

—_ 1919 1920 1 192) 1922 1923 1924

Per Per Per Per Per Per
cent. cent. [ cent. cent. cent. cent.

January ut 120 125 165 92 78 77
February 120 130§ 151 68 77 79
March s 800 1 e 76 78
April w B e 74 73
May 105 141 128 81 70 7
June 105 150 119 80 69  69*
Job .. 105-110 152! 119 84 69 70
August 115 155 122 81 71
Septesiher 115 161 120 79 73
Otober 120 164 . 110 78
November 125 1761 103 80 75
Decoeber ” 125 169 99 80 w

The following table shows the trade union percentage
of unemployed month by month since the year
1913:-

Trade Union Unemployment Percentages

1920 ; 1921 !

JE— 1913 1918 1919 1922 1923 | 1924

Per !
Pw  Per Per Per  Per Per Per
End cd— cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. | cent
JaiMIBry 22 10 24 2*9 6*9: 168 13*7 | 8*9
Ferrary 2'0 0% 2¢¢ 1*6: 85 1643 131 g

19 12 29 11 100 169 1213 7*8

11w
Apol . 17 o9 28 or9 176t 170 WS s
Mw L1909 21 1 2272t 16%4 1118 70

.19 0*7 17 1*2 23*t 15*7 11*1  7*2

loir . 19 0% 2¢0 1% ; 167 166 11°1
Abm( L0 o5 ovp  VOIIETV g4y gy
Sesteabet 2*3  0*5 1% 2*2' 14*8 14*6 11'3
Octoba L. 22 0% 2% . 5'3* 15% 140 10%9
Semaba 220 05 209 77189 440 105
Dccanicr .26 12 32 60 165 140 97

* At JoK t« UJ OB Soaday. the natbtict lebte to 3I»t May. t Excluding coal mineri.
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Wages, Cost of Living and Trade Disputes
in Great Britain in the Month of May

From the June number of the Ministry of Labour
Gazette we learn that in the month of May the upward
tendency in the movement of wages continued. This
was largely due to the adoption of the new agreement in
the coal mining industry. Wages were reduced in
certain industries but the number of workpeople who
sustained reduction was comparatively small. Side by
side with the rise in wages, there was a slight decline
in the working class cost of living, owing to reductions
in prices of sugar, milk, fish, coal, etc.

There were 56 trade disputes at the beginning of the
month and 30 more which had begun before were still
in progress. The total number of workpeople involved
was approximately 3,600.

Payment by Results in the South Wales
Coalfield

The Economist for 5th July 1924 contains a note on
the practical working of the 1921 agreement as subse-
qguently modified. At present audits are taken for a
three months period, but this audit governs the wages
for one month. Thus the audit for March, April,
May governs the wages for July, the audit for April, May,
June the wages for August, and so on. However the
audit only operates when the results give a wage basis
exceeding the established minimum wage rate. If the
audit Indicates a wage basis below that rate the owners
have to make up the difference. According to the
Economist the working of this arrangement this spring
has resulted in at least two-thirds of the collieries pro-
ducing their coal at a loss.

Publications Received
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Report* of the Working of the Development Directorate
for the year ending 31st March 1924. (Government
Central Press, Bombay.)

Wholesale and Retail {Fortnightly) Prices, ending 15th
June and 30th June 1924. (Commercial Intelligence
Department, Calcutta.)

Report of the Working of the Indian Factories Act in the
Central Provinces and Berar in the year 1923, Nagpur
{Government Press, 1924).

In the Central Provinces and Berar the number of
factories rose from 544 to 574. The daily average
of the number of persons employed was 64,067. Wages
rose slightly during the year. There was an appreciable
fall in the number of total and serious accidents.

* Noticed Separately.

LABOUR GAZETTE

There are two or three points in the Report which
deserve a special mention. We are told that the emplo-
yeis are building more houses for their operatives, and
that the * bastis ' are models of orderliness and sanitation.

The Chief Inspector of Factories intends to issue under
the new Section 19-A a definite order to all ginning
factories, prohibiting children from accompanying their
mothers into the factories. This is in order to avoid
danger of accidents, as the children touch the rollers and
get their hands crushed.

On the whole, the Report strikes an optimistic note.

Annual Report on the Working of the Indian Factories
Act in Bengal and /Issam in the year 1923. (Bengal
Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta, 1924.)

The number of factories in Bengal and Assam rose
during the year from 1,070 to 1,524, but it is not certain
from the Report whether this is due to the opening of
new factories or to the registering of factories previously
excluded. The average number of persons employed
daily also rose, but in very much smaller proportion, and
now stands at 567,284, of which jute mills account for
322,187. There was a very considerable rise In the
number of women employed owing to the expansion of
the jute and rice mill Industries.

As in the (Central Provinces, so also in Bengal, the
employers are trying to extend housing accommodation
for their operatives. The general condition of the
workers is reported to be good, but the standard of
living of the average textile worker is showing no sign
of Improvement. And we are told that * until some
scheme of education be Introduced, which will prevent
the coming generation from running wild until they
reach the age when they are allowed to work as half-
timers, no Improvement can be expected .

Accidents amounted to 1,670, of which 76 were fatal,
627 serious and 967 slight. There were 16 prosecutions,
involving 22 persons. Thirteen of the 16 prosecutions
were successful.

Annual Report of the Working of the Indian Factories
Act in the United Provinces in the year 1923. (Superin-
tendent, Government Press, Allahabad, 1924.)

United Kingdom
Board of Trade Journal.—Vol. CXII, Nos. 1430—1442,
Ministry of Labour Gazette.—Vol. XXXII, No. T
Canada
Labour Gazette.—Vol. XXIV, No. 6. (Department of
Labour, Canada.)
Union of South Africa

Monthly Bulletin of Union Statistics for June 1924.
(Minister of the Interior, Pretoria.)

United States of America

Commerce Reports.—Nos. 22—25. (Bureau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce, Washington.)
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Federal Reserve Bulletin for June and July
(Federal Reserve Board, Washington.)

The Industrial Bulletin.—Vol. 1ll, No. 8,
(Industrial Commissioner, New York State.)

Special Bulletin.—No. 125—Labor Laws Enacted in
1924. New York. (Depaitment of Labor, New York.)
Belgium

Revue du Travail.—Vol. XXV, No. 6 (Ministre De
L’Industrie et Du Travail.)
Bulletin International De La Protection De L'Enfance.—
No. 27 for July 1924.
Holland
Maandschrift—Vol. XIX, Nos. 5 and 6, for 1924.
(Centraal Bureau Voor de Statistik.)

France

Bulletin Du Ministers Du Travail.—Vol. XXXI,
Nos. | 3, 1924. (Impremerie Nationale—Paris.)

Bulletin de la Statislique Generale de la France, April
1924, (Librarie Felix Alean, Paris.)

Germany
Wirtschaft und Statistik.—Vol. 1V, Nos. 12-13.
Reichsarbeitsblatt.—Nos. 13—14, 1924.
Switzerland

Der Schweizerische Arbeitsmarkt.—Nos. 5 and 6, 1924.

International Labour Office
Monthly Bulletin of Statistics.—Vol. V, No. 6, 1924.
Industrial and Labour Information.—Vol. XI, Nos. | 3.
European Housing Problem.—Studies and Reports.
Series G, No. 1.
Unemployment.—Studies and Reports, Series C, No. 8.

UNOFFICIAL
India

Annual Report ofthe Indian Merchants Chamber—1923.

Report of the Bombay Millowners’ Association for 1923.

Preliminary Report of the Bombay Retrenchment
Committee, by Sir Visvesvaraya. (Times Press,
Bombay.)

United Kingdom

Economist.—July 1924,

Journal of the Textile Institute.—Vol. XV, No. 6.

Industrial Welfare.—July 1924.

BOOKS

Wage-slavery, by J. K. Heydon. (John Lane, London.)

Industrial Law.—by Sir Henry Slesser and Arthur
Henderson. (Ernest Benn, Ltd., London.)

Workmen's Compensation—Rules and Returns. (Gov-
ernment of India Press, Simla.)

Principles of Industrial Welfare, by John Lee. (Sir
1. Pitman & Sons, London.)

Factory Management, by Henry Post Dutton. (Mac-
millan & Co., New York.)

Mathematical Groundwork of Economics, by A. L.
Bowley. (Clarendon Press, Oxford.)
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