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References to the IsLe0e 4=

The Hindu of 27~3=1935 publishes & short artlcle under the cap-
tions"Plantation Labour in Colonies: I.L.0's Welcome Move", contribut-
ed by Drs Lanka Sundaram. The article deals with the decision of
the Governing Body to place the question of recrulting of labour in
colonies and in other territories with analogous lsbour conditions on
the agenda of the 1%th session of the I.L.Conference, It exsmines
how this subject is of great interest to India iIn view of the great
number of Indians recrulted for employment 1n Burma, Malaya and Ceylon.
The article also enters a strong plea for sending s full complement

of advisers with the non-official delegates to this year's conference.

LN 2 LI ose *ed

The March 1935 issue of the Indisn Post, Delhi, and the April 19356
issue of "Advance India", Madras, publish s commuuniqué issued by this
office on 13~-3~1935 on the Grey Report on Holidays with Pay.

{For a 1ist of other papers which published the communiqué, vide
page 3 of our March 1935 report).

[ X XY L Y LN} L XN ]

The National Csll of 13~4~1935, the Stateamsn, the Times of India,
the Amrits Bezer Patrika, and Commerce and Industry of 16-4~1935, the
Hindu of 17-4~19835, the Indian Labour Journal of 21-4~1935, the April
19835 issue of Advance India, and Finencial News, Bombey, dated 4-~5-35,
publish a communiqué issued by this Office on 11-4-1935 on the Grey-
Blue Report on Unemployment among Young Persons,

LE A LR X ] oo LR B



The Hindu of 17-4~1935 comments editoriaelly on the above commu-~
nigqué on unemployment among young persons. The view 1s expressed that
the remedy advocated by the I.L.0. 18 not sultable for India, and that
if the I.lL.0's suggestion is adopted, it will increasse and not lessen
juvenile unemployment in the country.

[ X X 3 *ee see LA R ]

The Industrial Nemx Bulletin issued by the Employers'! Federation
of India, dated 22~4~19355 publishes a shortm note on the I.L.0O. Blue
Report on employment of women underground in mines of all kinds,

LR X J LA LR ] I XN )

The Hindu dated 11v4-1955 and the Hindustan Times dated 14-4-19358
publish a news jitem to the effect that Sir Joseph Bhore and Sir BlN.
Mitra will be representing the Government of Indis at the 19th sessiom
of the I.L.Conference.

L KN ) *e s LA N ] s e

The Hindustan Times and the Hindu dated 12~4-1235 publish an
Asgoclated Press of Indis message from Bombay to the effect that Begum
Shah Nawaz ls ft Bombay on 11~4~1935 for Geneva to attend the Child
Welfare Committee of the League of Nations and the forthcoming session
of the 1.L. Conference as an sdviser to the Indien Govermment delega~
tlion. The message also glves a brief account of the Child Welfare
Committes.

*ee ooy LR R ) L X 2 3

The Times of Indla and the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 17-4-~1835
publish a Bombay message to the effect that Mr. Hooselnbhoy A, Laljee
has been nominated the Indian Employers' Delegate to the 19th I.L.

Conference and that he leaves Bombay for Geneva on 20-4-1935.

LR ] L LR L] 9



The Statesman, the Hindu and the Hindustan Times of 30-4~1935,
snd the Natlonal Call, the Times of India, and the Amrita Bazar Patrika
of 1-5-1935, publish an Assoclated Press of India message to the effect
’(JJ’\JC\ ‘i
that the Government of Indla have declded to send advisers -for non-
Government delegates to the 16th I.L. Conference. The followlng 1is

the composition of the non-Govermment section of the Indlen delegation

to the Conference as announced In the messages

Employers' Delegates Mr. Husseinbhoy x Ae Lalji.

visers : Mre KelL. Dutt, Indlan Mining Federation,
Calcutta.
Workers' Delegates Mre. VeM, Ramaswami Mudaliar.
Advisers Mr. V.P, Kolte.
e [ E X 1 see 298

The March 1935 1ssue of "Union Herald", Bombay, publishes a long
editorial article on the Assembly debate on rallway workers' grievances.
The artlicle draws attention to the unﬁatisfaetory manner in which 4m—
“#irfe¥r Indis has implemented the Washington Hours of Work Convention
end to the decision of the Governing Body of the I.L.0. on the com~
plaint made by Mr,., Jamnadas Mehta on this point,

Portions of the editorial article are reproduced in the Leader

dated 8-4-1935,

The March 1935 issue of "Union Herald", Bombay, publishes a long
letter received by it by alr madl from Geneva summarising the decisilon
arrived at by the Governing Body of the I.L.0., on the complaint of
Mr, Jammadas Mehta on the dilatory manner adopted by the Government
of India in implementing the Washington Hours of Work Convention. The
letter also deals with Mr. Mehta's work at Geneva in connection with

this complaint,



The Statesman, the Hindustan Times, and the National Call, dated
10-4-1935 and the Leader of 12-4-1935 publish an interview given by
Mr. Jamnadas Mehta to the Associated Press of India on his recent
mission to Geneva,

In a letter from the Bombay correapondent to the Indian Labour
J ournal, Nagpur, published in the 1ssue dated 14-4-1935, the interview
is summarised.

L 2N ] LR LA ] L ]

The Hindustan Times dated 9=4~1835 publishes a news item to the
effect that Mr. Jamnadas Mehta returned to Bombay on the Sth April

after attending the 69th Session of the Governing Body of the I.L.0O.

e e s w *op s d

The March 1935 issue of "The Progress of Education", Poona,
publishes a summary of a communiqué issued by this office on 13~2~1935
on the new ranking of the eight States of chief industrial importance

announced by the 69th seasion of the Governing Body of the I.L.0.

L I LI ] *sd oe9

The Hindustan Times of 25~4~1935, the Statesman of 26~4-1935,
the Indlan Labour Journal, Nagpur, dated 5-5-1935, the Leader, dated
8~5~1935, the Times of Indla and the Hindu of 29—4—1955:23%mmerce and
Industry, Delhi, of 30~4-1935, publish a communique issued by this
office on 24-4-1935 on the 70th session of the Governing Body of the
I.Le0a

oes ’re e L I ] "0

The National Call dated 29«4-1935, and the Statesman, the Hindu,

snd Commerce and Industry, Delhl, dated 30-4-~1935, publlsh a communique



issued by this office on 27~4-1935 on the postponement of the Maritime
Session of the International Labour Conference from 1935 to 1936 and

the agenda of the Conference.

LB 4 *eh LN LA N ]

The Hindu dated 2-4-1935, the Hindustan Times, the Times of Indla,
and the Statesman of 3-4~1935, the Amrita Bazar Patrika of 4-4-1935,
snd the Indilan Labour Journal, Nagpur, dated 21-4~1935, publish a
Reuter's message dated 2~4-1935 from Geneva glving the latest figures
1ssued by the I.L.0. regarding unemployment in Great Britain, Germany
and I taly.
Joreloral
dtagrametie represen-

tation of the flgures of unemployment 1ssued by the I,L.0,

The Statesman of 5-5»1935 also publishes a

vae se s0 LY

Commenting on the above message, the Times of India of 8~4-1935
says that it is evident from the I.L.0. figures that dlctatorship,
after all, is no panacea for unemployment. It also points out that
demoeracy 1s about as powerless to solve the problem as dlctatorship.

28 *e» LR 2 LA ]

The April 1935 issue of the Anglo=Gujlaratl Quarterly Journal of
the Indian Merchants! Chamber, Bombay, publishes a communiqué iasued
by this Office on 22-1~1935 on the regulation of hours of work in
the cotton and wool textile industries.

LN J L J LI L 4

Federated Indla, Madras, dated 3-4-1935, publishes a long review
of the I,L.0., publications "Social and Economic Reconstruction in the
United States™,

*® e L3 N ] L IR 2 LR ]



"Jnited India and Indian States", New Delhi, dated 20-4~1935
publishes a long and appreciative review of the I.L.0. publication:
"Social and Economic Reconstruction in the United States",

o0 ® *99 LA A ®*e

Pederated India, Madras, dated 10-4~1935 and "United India and
Indian States", New Delhl, datsd 4~5-1935, publish appreciative reviews
of the I.L.O%p publications "Soclal Aspects of Industrial Development
in Japan®. ‘

*ors [ N ] e LN ]

The Industrial Bulletin issued by the Employers' Federation of
India, Bombay, dated 8=4-18935 publishes s summary of the note published
in "Industrial snd Labour Information®"dated 18-3-1935 on French smplo=
yers and the 40-hour week.

ess ses ses con

The April 1935 issue of the Insurance World, Calcutta, publishes
a short summary #f the note on social insurance in Canada, published
in "Industrial and Labour Information", dated 4-~3~1935.

*00 X R ] »edh o

The March 1935 lssue of the Labour Gazette, Bombay, reproduces

the following ltemss~

(1) A note on the &9th session of the Governing Body of the I.L.0,
published in the February 1935 lssue of the Ministry of
Labour Gazette, Londone.

(2) The notes "Great Britain and the Protection of Dockeds",
published in "Industrial end Labour Information", dated
28~ 1"1935.

(3) The notes "Japan and Conference Decisions" published in
"Industrial and Labour Information", dated 4-2-1935,

(4) The notes "National Labour Union Federation, Japan", publish~
ed in "Industrial and Labour Information®, dated 18~2~1935,



The Hindu dated 2-4-1935 and the Indlan Labour Journal, Nagpur,
dated 7-4~1935, publish the text of the presidential address of Mr,
Kasturbhal Lalbhal at the 2nd annual moesting of the All-India Organisa-
tion of Industrial Employers which was held at Delhi on 31-3-1935.

Extensive references to the I.L.0. were made by Mr. Lalbhal in the

course of the address,

LN ) L ] LR N ] LR J

The Leader of 12-4-1935 publishes a "Letter to the Editor" from
Mr. Ramji Das Vaishya, an adviser to the Indiasn Employers' delegation
to the 14th session of the I.L.Conference, commenting on the prssiden-
tisl eddress of Mr. Kasturbhail Lalbhal at the 2nd session of the All~
Indis Orgsnisation ef Industriasl Employers held at Delhi on 31~3-19335.
¥Mr, Valshya repudistes the allegation that British India 1s suffering
from unfalr xindustrial competition from Indilan States, as lsbour in

Indian States is very much less efficient than British Indlan labour,

ond LA N ] [ AN 2 LR X J

The Natlonal Call dated 15-4-1935 and the Times of India dated
25-4-1935 publish a "Letter to the Editor" over the nomde~plume
"Indian India" on the above subject. The writer points out that if
Indlen States do really compete with British India in the industrial
field, no complaint need be made as British India has captured Indian
States markets in other fields. 1He instances the ocase of British
Indian rallways trying to expand British Indian markets at the expense
of Indian States and of the banking industry in Indian States being

captured by British Indians or foreigners,

se 0 *ny LN [ XN )



"United India and Indlan States", New Delhi, dated 20-4-1935,
publishes an editorial note under the headlings *Industrial Conditions
in States", commenting adversely on the views expressed by Mr.Kastur
bhai Lalbhei. Extracts from Mr. Vaishya's "Letter to the Editor",

published in the Leader of 12-4~1935 are quoted in the note.

*s s »e0 *e LR R ]

The Times of India of 19-4~1935 and the Hindustan Times and the
National Call of 20-4-19355, publish the text of the Annual Report of
the Employers' Federation of India. The report contains several re-
ferences to the I.L.0. (A summary of the Federation's report is given
in the Section$'Employers'! Organisations'! of this report).

b0 0 L [ X R XX}

The March 1935 1ssue of Indian Insurance, Bombay, publishes an
article unier the captions "Insurance in India", contributed by G.N.
Krishna Moorty. The article draws attention to the Governmment of
India's resolution in the last session of the Legislative Assembly
recormending non~ratification of the I.L.Convention re, unemployment
insurance.,

o [ XN ] LXK ] LR 4

The April 1935 issue of the Insursnce 'orld, Calcutta, publishes
a short summery of the debate in the Council of Stats on the Govern=-
ment resolution recommending non-ratification of the I.L.Convention
re., unemployment insurance,

LN ] LE N ] [ X [ XN

The leader dated 20341935 and all other daillies and the Servant

of India dated 11-4~-1935 publish a detalled report of the debate in



the House of Commons on 28~3~1935 on the Government of India Billl in
the course of which the guestlon of applylng I.L. Conventions in

Indian States came up for discussion,

LK ] oo LR B L N

The following message having reference to the I.L.0. emanating
from Reuter was published in the Indisn press during April 19835
(1) A Reuter's message dated 2~4~1935 from Geneva re, unemployment

statistlics issued by the I.L.O.

oss osa YR ) oss +
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National labour Legislation.

The Cenbtral Frovinces laternity Benefit (Amendmeﬁg}//

Bill,1935 (Bill Wo.,23 of 1€35)., +

The following is the text of the Central Provinces Maternity
Renefit (Amendment) Bill, 195§,which is to be introduced in the
Central Frovinces legislative Council by the Local Governnment:-

A Bill to amend the Central Provinces Maternity
Renefit Act, 1830.

*reamble. ihereas it 1s expedient fto amend the Central Provinces

katernity Penefit iAct, 1920, in the manner hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-
Zlopxk

Short title. 1. This Act may be callea the Central Provinces
Waternity Renefilt (Amendment) Actht, 163

Amenduent of 2o ¥Yor clause (D) of section 1 of the Central
section 1 (Db) Provinces Waternity Eerefit dct, 1930
¢.P.act VI cf {rereirafter referrved to as the s3aid

1930. Aet), she following clause shall be substi=-

tuted, namely:=-

"(p) It extends to the whole of the
Central Provinces and applies to women workers
in all factories",

Amendment of S« For section 2 of the said Act, the following
section 2 C.P.ACE section shall Le substituted, namely:-

VI of 1950. '2. In this Act, unless there is anything
repugnant in the subject or context, =~

(a) 'factory! means a factory as defined
in section 2(j) of the Factories
Act, 1934, or any premises declared
to be & factory under section 5
of that Act,

(b) 'benefit' means benefit as provided
by this Act;

(c) 'employer'! means an occupler of a
factory as defired in section 2(1)
of the Fectories Act,1834, and
includes the manager of the factory;



(d) the exvpression ' Inspector of Factories'
means the Chief Inspector of Pachories
approinted under sub-section (2) of
section 10 of the Indian Factories Act
1054 /

(e) 'wquer' means a worker as defined in
section 2(h) of the Factories Act, 1934;

t
(f) 'employ' means 'employ as a worker!,
t
employed' means 'employed as a worker!
and 'work' means 'work as a worker'."

STATEMENT OF OBRJECTS A4AND REASONS

The o?ject of the RBill is to make certain conseqQuential
modifications in the definitions in the Act, so as to bring them
into accord with the Indian Factories Act, 1934 (XXV of 1954).

The opportunity is also taken of improving the drafting of section
1 (b) of the Act. -

cres 1R9~-190 of Part TT of fthe Zentral Provinces tarzatte
daten 19-4~13058).

The Indlan Mines (Amendment) ict, 1955.

Aet No.V of 19356. \/(

At peges 17-25 of our Janusry 1955 report was given the full
text of the Indian lines Act (Amendment) Rill, 10835, introduced
in the legislative Assembly on 22-1~1955. On 28-1-1935 the Rill
was referred to a Select Committee which presented 1ts report to
the Assembly on 5-3=~35. <+the Bill was passed by the Legislative
Assembly on 8-4-1935 and the Council of State on 17-4-35. The Act
wscolvea the assent of the Governor General on 21-4-35. The text

of the Act is reproduced belowH



Act No.V of 1235

An Act further to amend the Indian Mines Act,1923,
for certain purposes,

whereas 1t is expedient further to amend the Indian Mines Act,
1923, for the purposes hereinafter uprearingj It 1is hereby enacted
as followsi-

1. (1) This Act may be called the Indian Mines (amendment)
Short title and Act,1955.

commencement . (2) Tt shall come into force on the lst
day of October, 1935.

2, In section 3 of the Inalan ¥Wines Act, 1923 (hereinafter

referred to as the said Act),-
Amendment of section )s

3,Act IV of 1923,

(a) for clause (c) the following clause shall be substi-
tuted, namely:~

"{ec) 'child' means a person who has not completed his
fifteenth year;";

{b) clause {(cc) shall be re-lettered as cisuse (cece)
and hetfore that clause 83 80 re=lettarad hhe falleww
ing clause shall be inserted, namely:-

"(ce)'day! means a period of twenty-four hours
beginning at midnight;"; and

(c) after clause (j) the following clause shall be
inserted, namely:~

-"(3j3) where work of the same lkind carried out by
two or more sets of workers working during
different periods of the day, each of such

sets is culled a 'relay';".

54.(1) For clsuse (c) of sub=section (1) of section 10 of the
said Act, the following clause shall be

Amendment of section substituted, namely:-

10, Act IV of 1923,

"(c) a person, not being the Chief Inspector or an
Inspector, nominated by the Local Government;".

(2) To sub-section (1) of section 10 of the said Act, the
following clause shall be adued, narely:i=-

"(e) two persons to represent the interest of miners,
who shall be nominated in adcordance with the
following provisions:-

(1) 1f there are one or more registered trade
unions having in the aggregate as members
not less than one quarter of the miners,
the saild persons shall be nominated by
such trade union or trade unions in such
manner gs may be prescribed;
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{i1) if sub-clause (1) 1s not applicable and
there are one or more registersd trade
unions having in the aggregate as memvers
not less than 1,000 miners, one of the
said psrsons shall be nominated by such
frade union or trade unions in such manner
as may ke prescribed and the other by the
Local Government;

(1i1)1f neither sub-clause (1) nor sub-clause
(ii) is applicable, the said persons shall
be nominated by the Local Government.

Explanation.- In this clause 'miner'!' means a personx employed,
otherwise than in a position of supervision or me2nagement, in any
of the mines for which the Mining Board is constituted."

4, Section 20 of the said Act shall te re-numbered as sub-
section (1) of section 20 and to that
section as so re-numbered the following
sub~sectiong shall be added, namely:-

Amendment of section
20,Act IV of 1923.

"(2) The Local Government may, by notification in the local
of ficial Sazette, direct Lhat scoidents ofther then
those specifizd in sub-section (1) which cause bodily
injury resulting in the enforced absence from work of
the person injured for = period exceeding forty_eigh
hours shall te entered in & register in the prescribed
form or shall be subject to Lthe provisions of sube-section
(1).

(3) 4 copy of the entries in the register referred to in
sub-section (2) shall be sent by the owner, agent, or
manager of the mine, wWithin fourteen days after the
S0th day of June and the 31lst day of December in each
year, o tre Chief Inspector".

5. In section £2 of the said Act, for the word "or" the words
"and shall cause every report submitted"

Amendment of sectlon shall be substituted.

22 ,Act IV of 1923,

6. In Chapter VI of the said ict, before section 23 the
following sections shall Le inserted,

on of new sec-
Inserti name ly : =

tions 224, 22B, 22C
and 22D in Act IV of
1025 .

"224. No person shall be allowed to work in a mine on more

Weekly day of rest. than six days in any one week.

22RB.(1) & person employed above ground in a mine shall not be
allowed to work for more than fifty-four
hours in any week or for more than ten
hours in any day.

Hours of work above
ground.



I

(2) The periods’ of work of any such person shall be so arranged
that, along witn his intervals for rest, they shall not in any day
spread over more than twelve hours, and that he shall not work
for more than six hours befors he has had an interval for rest of
at least one hour.

(5) Persons belonging to two or more relays shall not be allowed
to do work of the same kind above ground at the same moment:

Provided that for the purposes of this sub-section persons
shall not be deemed to belonz to separate relays by reason only
of the fact that they recelve their inktervals for rest at different
times. ’

22C. (1) A person employed below gsround in a mine shall not be
allowed to work for more than nine hours

Hours of work below in any day.

ground.

(2) “ork of the same kind shall not be carried on below
ground in any mine for # period spreading over more than nine
houre in any day except by & system of relays so arranged that
the periods of work for each relay are not svread over more than
nine hours.

() ¥No person employed in & mire s3hall te &llowsed to be
in 4py rart of fthe mine below ground excent curing Lhe period of
work sheown in respecth of him in the register kept under sub-section
(1) of section E£8,

22D, “here 4 worker works in a4 relsay whose veriod of work
extends over midnight, the ensulng day
for him shall be deemed to be the period
of twenty-four hours beginning at the
end of the period of work fixed for

the relay, and the hours he has worked after mitxk midnight shall
be counted towsrds the previous day."

Special provision for
night relays.,

7. For section 23 of the said Act the following section shall

Substitution of new be substituted, namely:-

section for section 23,
Aet IV of 1923.

"23, No person shall be allowed to work in a mine who has
already been working in any other mine

Prohibition of employ- within the preceding twelve hours."

ment of certain persons.

8. Section 25A of the sald Act is hereby repealed.
Repeal of section 234,
Act IV of 1920.

9. In section 25B of the saild ftct, -
imendment of section
25B,A¢t IV of 1923,

(2) in sub-section (1), -
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(i) for tre word "snifts" tre word 'relays" a
for tre word "shift" the word "relay" sh
e substituted, &nd

nd
all

(ii) after the word "relay" as so substitutec the
following sentence shall Le inserted, namely:-

"The notice shall also state the time of tlre
commencement and of the end of the intervals
for rest fixed for persons employed above
ground." ;

(b) in sub-section (3), for the word "shift" ths words
"relasy or in the rest intervsls fixed for persons
employed above ground" shall be substituted, and
the comma and all the words after thre words "before
such chenge" shall be omitted; and

(c) after sub-sechion (3) the following sub-section
ghall bte inserted, namely:~
"(4) No person shall be allowed to work in & mine
otherwise tren in accordance with the notice
recuired by sub-section (1)"

10. Tn section 24 of the saic Act, far the words | Fimires and
Amencoent of section etter "secuion Lo or sectign b&%” the
o4 st TV of 1623. words, f;gures and letters sect1onﬂ22A,

’ section 227, section 22C, section 23, or

sub-section (4) of sesction 232" shall be
sukbstituted.

11. In section 25 of the said &ct, for the words, ficures
Amendrent of 86¢tion a?d letter "section 23 or sectiﬁn 23%"
55 hot IV of 1025. tn@ words? figgres end letters "section )
s 224, section 22R, section 22C, section 23,

or sub-section (4) of section 23R" shall be substihtuted.

12. Before section 27 of the said Act the following section

. " shall be inserted ame 1y
Insertion of new sec- ted, namely

tion 26A in Act IV of

1923,

"264. No rerson who has not completed his seventeenth year
Young persons not to be shall be allowed to be prese
aliowed underground with- in any part of & mine which
out certificates of fitness. is below ground, unless -

(a) a certificate of fitness in the rrescribed form and
granted to hir by a qualified medical pructitioner
in the custody of the ménzser of the mine, and

(p) he carried while at work a token giving a referenc
to suech certificate.”

I

15. In section 27 of the said Act, after the word "child"
words "or his not completed his seve 7u

amendrent of section "
year’ shall be inserted.

27, ¢t IV of 1925,



/"

14. Tor scction 28 of the szid fct, tne following section

Substitution of new shall te substituted, namely:-

section for section 28,
tet TV of 1925,

"gg. (1) For every mine therc shall be lept in the prescribed
form and place @ reglster of all persons
employed in the mins showing, in respect
of each such person, -~

Register of emdloyees.

(a) bthe nature of his employment,

(b) the preriods of work fixed for him,

(c) the intervzls for rest, if any, to which he is entitled,
(d) the days of rest to which he is =ntitled, and

(¢) where work is carried on by &4 system of relays, the

relay to which he belongs.

(2) The entries 1n the reglster prescrited by sub-section
(1) shell be such that workers working in accordance therewith
wou 1ld not te working in contravention of any of the provisions of
this Charter.

(3) No person shall be emploved +n a mine until the
rarticulars reduired by sub-sectlon (1) have been recorded in the
“ooister in respect of such person and ne verson 3hs11 te amploved
axcent aurinsg tre nericusx of sork shown in respect o7 kim in the
register.

{(4) For every mine to which the Local Government may, by
ceneral or special order, declare this sub-section to be applicable,
there shall be keyt in the vrescrived form and place 2 register
which sh 11 show at any moment *he name of every person then
working below ground in the mine."

15. In section o0 of the saild Act, -

Amendment of section
30,Act IV of 1928 .

(a) after clause (a) the following clause shall be inserted,
nams ly -
"(sa) for prescribing the form of the register referred
to in sub-section (2) of section BQ”

(b) in clasuse (e), for the words "to be more than thirteen
years of age" the words "to have completed their fif-
teenth year" shall be substituted;

aftér cleuse (e) the following clause shall be inserted,
namely i =

"(ee) for rrescriting the forn of the certificates of
fitness required by section 26A and the circumstances
in whith such certificates may be granted and revoked;"
and
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(a) in clause (f), for the word "pegister" the vord
"pegisters” shall be substituted.

(4) of ssction 81 of the said ict, after

16. In sub=-section
the words "Pritish Indis" the words

# c bl . . . .
fmenément OffSiQS%On "which is, in the opinion of the
51, Act IV o . sovernor General in Council, concerned

with the subject dealt with Xk® by the
resulation” shall be inserted.

17. Section 38 of the said act sh#ll te renumbered as sub-

. section (1) of section 48, &and
Amendment of section (1) )

39,4ct IV of 1925.
(a) in the suaid section as so re-numbered, after the
word "provisions" the words, btrackebs and figure
"of sub-section (1)" shall be inserted; and

(b) to the seid section as so re-numbered ana amended
the following sub-section shall te added, namely:-

"(2) shoever in contravention of a direction made by
the Local Yovernment undergsub-section (£2) of
section 20 fails %o record in the prescribed
register or to zive notice of any accldental

SenurUanan = fe tundaorarnle with Fine wrich
nuy extend to five rmndred ruracs.’

18. In sub-section (1) of section 46 of the said sct, after

Amendment of section the word "exempt" the words "either
45 ,Act IV of 1925. absnlutely or subject to any specified

conditions” shall be inserted.

Gontghéicﬁﬁ rrocess {Straw Toard Fanufacture)

ct

Factor}es in U.P.:Proposec Lraft :lules Under Factories ic

Lttentlon 1s directed to wage 638 of Part I of the United
frovinces Rarette cated 15-€- 1995 where the proposed draft of a
rule under tle Factorles .ct 1634, regarding continuous process
factories is published. The rule treats places where straw board

v

is manufactured us continuous process fuctorie

4]

and permits certain

rd to the hours of work and shifts of adult

)

exemptions with

3

eg
IS 1. o - S IR N . P b B 1
rorlers attendins bollers, engines, and straw board machines in

such factories.



Returns unaer the IFactories .cth:

Prorosed dules MNotified. v

Attention is directed to pages 544-845 of Part I of tre nazette

Y

of Tniia C.ted 6-4-1955 where the LDevurtment of Irdustries and

-

labour of the Governrent of Indis has garetted & craft of a rule
regarding the returns under the Factories Act, 1934, 5o be sub-
mitted by wanagers of factories. The returns refer to infommation

rezarding the nature of ths industry, the average number of workers

Mo

employed cailly, hours of work, rest intervals, weelrly holidsys,etc.

“workmen's Compensation Act: Rules re.

Annual Returns from “mployers. v

Akt tY o § @ -

s : [s o
rected teo pages BEl-BZF of rapt T of the

ke

nazette of Indie dated 30-8-1235 where the Denartrent of Industries
and rabvour of the Sovernment of Tndia has gazetted a notification
recordine the forw in which &énmuel retyrns shld be furnished by
employers for purroses of the Workmen's Compensation Act.
Lttention is =zlso directed to pige 5235 of Part I of the

nazette of Tndia dated 30=-2-85 where certalin amendments to the

Yiorkmen's Compensation hules have becen notified. 4



Conaitions of labour,

%elfare work in Puckingham & Carnatic ¥ills Madras,1934. %:

The following details regarding the welfare work undertaken Dby
the Buckingham and Carnatic ¥ills 1s taken from the Annual Report
for the year ending February 1935 of the Velfare Committee of the

Mills:

Working Conditions: 54-Hour Veek. - A letter was addressed by
the Managing Zgents to the Welfare Committee calling for its recom-
mendations a8 to how best the 59 hours then worked weekly might be
adjusted to give a total of 54 hours & week and also on "the ques-
tion of possibilities of increasing production so as to make up to
some extent the loss that would otherwise be incurred by the reduced
hours of work". At the meeting of the 13th August 1934 a resolution
was moved for appointing a Sub-Committee consisting of representa-
tives of the workpeople and the Zanagement to discuss and report on
the above letter of the Managing Agents and it was also stated
that the bulk of the work-people desired to work from 7 to 11-30
A.M., and from 12-30 to 5 p.m., instead of from 6-30 to 11-30 a.m.
and 12-30 to 5=30 p.m., The Sub-Committee met twice and made certaln
concrete proposals for reducing unzuthorised intervuls amé giving
closer attention to work and theresby lessening the loss in produc-
tion caused vy the reduction of hours. Some of these recormenda-
tions have been given effect to and iHH—ts—pgretifying o more—tiek.
the figurses of production for January 1935 have disclosed that the
loss in production due to reduced hours has been made up to a

certain extent,

Reduction in Hours and Wages.= In their letter dated 5-12-34
the Managing Agents intimated to the Committee their decisions
regarding the effect of reduced hours on the wages of the workers =
both daily-paid and plece-workers. When the wages of the plece-work-
ers for January 19535 showed a certain amount of reduction, they
were agitated over it. The Committee made immedlate representa-
tions on the question and they are receiving the consideration of
the Managing Agents.

Distribution of Wagesg .- At the meeting of the Committee held
on B8 18~6~54 representations were made for distributing wages on
the 9th of the month if the 10th fell on a Sunday. ;5 was submit-
ted that since Sunday is a holiday workpeopletwould go to the bazaars
and meke purchases. In this connection it may be noted that in
1931, on a recommendation made by the Committee, the Managing Agents
had agreed to distribute wages to workpeople on the X 10th of svery
month., That recommendation also provided that, if x in any month
the 10th fell on & Sunday, wages should be distributed on the 1llth
of the month. In reply to the representations the Management point-
&d out that it would be impossible to complete the arrangements by
the 8th of the month in order to distribute the wages on the 9th




as the work of the Wages Section had increased considerably owing to
the several deductions they had to make from the wages on account of
forkmen's Stores, Co-operative Society, house rent, etec. The
President thought that the diffjculties that had been pointed out y
by the Management were such that it would be hard to ask the Managers
Office to effect thaef desired change. He did not think that the
advantages that might be derived by accepting the resolution would
outweigh the difficulties that would be attached to it and since the
10th fell on & Sunday only once in 1934 he did not think that there
was any great hardship existing in the present system.

Leave .~ The guestion of granting 74 day's Privilege Leave
(per Week?) to workpeople was discussed on many occasions during
the year under report. The Managing hLgents regretted that they
were "unable to accede to the request owing to the practical
difficulties and extra work that would be necessary in introducing
such a system". At the meeting of Wme 24-9-34 a resolution was
moved for granting 8xx® Ordinary leave to an aggregate of 9 days
per year to regular attenders. In reply the Managing Agents in
their letter dated 22Znd QOctober 1834 regretted that they could not
grant the request. "Ordinary leave", they said, "is sanctioned
wherever possible, when by granting the leave, the work of the
department will not be interfered with, and the claims of regular
attenders for ordinary leave will have, 8s at rresent, the consi-
deration that regular attendance merits. <hould a regular attenduer
have any cause for complaint it is open to him to represent his
case to the Mancger for consideration."

Medical leave ana Compassionate Allowance.- At the meeting
of &ke- 15-8-54 1t was ¥ submitted that Compassionate Allowance
had been granted for 20 days in_ the year and it was only when
Medical leave exceeded 20 dayéi he duestion of granting allowance
was left to the discretion of the Manager. <The President in reply
gsaid that the present position was that 20 days'! Compassionate
£]llowance was given at the discretion of the Management and if the
sugzestion was that everybody was entitled to 20 days' Compassiona-
te Allowance it was wrong.

Attachment of Wages.- The dquestlon of attachment orders on the
wages of Workpeople had been fully gone into in 1928 and though the
Company's rule that workpeople whose wages were attached would have
to lesve the service continued to exist, the company had refused to
accept such attachment orders in respect of daily-pald workers, It
was customary to grant 3 days' leave to workpeople whose wages were
attached, in order to enable them to settle their outside debts.
Zarly in December 1934 a notice was put up to the effect that
workpeople in respect of whose wages attachment orders were served
on the Company would be immedliately dismissed from the Company's
service. Fearing that some unscrupulous creditors would take imme~
diate advantage of the situation created by the new rule and move
the Courts to attach the wages of certain classes of workpeople
whose wages Wwere not really attachable, the Labour representatives
lost no time in requesting the Managing Agents not to give effect *
the new rule until the question was discussed at the following
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meeting. The Managing Agents replied that "as we make very careful
enquiries regarding the liabllity of a workman's wages to be attached
when an attachment order is received we do not think they need be
apprehensive of advantage being teaken of the new order as 1s sugges-
ted." 1In making representations at the meeting of &e 17-12-34 the
provisions of law by which outside creditors had no right to attach
the wages of dally-paid workers were explained and the necessity for
granting 3 days' leave to monthly pald workers whose wages Were
attachable by law was stressed. In reply to the representations,
while assuring the Committee that no action would be taken on
attachment orders lssued on daily_pald workpeople on & false affida-
vit, as the Company would always see Whether the judgment-debtor

was a monthly-paid or a daily-paid workman, the Presggnt reiterated
the Company's attitude which had been explained several times before
that the Company would not act as debt-collectors for money-lenders.
Since he had reason to believe from the number of attachment orders
the Company had been receiving and also from other sources of
information that the money-lenders outside were beginning to use

the three days' leave that was granted to the debtors as a means of
getting their debts repald, he thought that if the money-lenders
realised that when they went to the Court and obtained an attach-
ment order and sent it to the Company, the debtor was going to be
discharged and they would lose all chances of collecting their
debts, they Would kB very soon stop the practice of taking attach-
ment orders.

palf-Timers' Services ,= Representations were made at the
meeting of e 18-2-1955 for including the period worked as Half-
timers in the service of workpeople. It was explalned that the
object of the resolution was not to ask for rayment of Gratulty
Fund for the period worked as Half-timers, but only that the servilce
put in as Half-timers might be counted. The President regretted
that he did not think that the Company could allow children to
participate in all the benefits that were given to grown-up work-
people.

SOCTALY WEIFARE3 Refreshmentx Stalls.-~ 1In dealing with the
question of the 54 Hour vWeek, mention has been made of a Sub-Commit-
tee which was appointed to make recommendations, among other things,
for increasing production so as to make up to some extent the loss
that would otherwise be incurred by the reduced hours of work., With
a view to reducing unauthorised intervals and paying closer atten-
tion to work, the Sub-Committee recommended inter alia that instead
of keeping the Refreshment Stalls inside the M&11s during ¥ill
hours, it would be sufficient if they were kept open in the Mills
between 2 and 4 p.m. Since the Management arranged for the complete
closure of the Refreshment 3talls inside the HKills, the Committee
moved & rosolution for giving effect to the recommendations of the
Sub-Committee and detailed the Iinconveniences ceused to workpeople.
The resolution did not recelve the unanimous support of the Labour
rerresentatives. <The Management, on their part, promised that in
exceptional cases, where workpeople found it necessary to buy things
from the Stalls, permlssion would be given to the workmen concerned




to go to the sStalls which were kert outside.

Co-operative Pullding Soclety.- A Co-orerative Puilding
SocieTy had been registered In 1935 and its Roard of Directors
elected. UNinety-two employees have become members and have taken
up 100 shares. *he paid-up share capital of the Society stands at
Rs. 445-5~3. Enoulries are being made regarding suitable sites in
the Mill area for builcing houses.

Co-operative Credit Socliety.~ The Soclety made further
progress during the year under report. The number of zmx members
on the rolls in February 1955 rose to 2,461 with 13,100 shares as
against 2,304 members with 12,233 shares in February 1934. The
paid-up share-capital of the Soclety has increased during the past
twelve months from Rs. 57,950~9-1 to RHs, 64,220-3-2, &and 1,201
loans to members were granted amounting to Rs. 106,920. The
accounts of the Society for the year 1835-354 were audited by the
Co-operative Department and the Soclety has again been placed
under class l-=A, The Soclety earned a nettE profit of Rs. 2,625~6=C
as against Rs. 5,457-15-0 in the previous year and declared a
dividend of nine per cent on the pajid-up share-capital of members.

Workmen's Stores.- The Stores Committee carried on its work
cuite sucresstully during the year uncer report. The monthly
salses during the year under report ranged between Hs. 78,560-15~7
and Rs., 100,982-24&1 as against Hs. 66,116-0~0 and Rs. 92,386-5-9
in 1633. The Welfare Committee evinced greater interest in the
working of the Stores during the year under report. & resolution
wag moved at the meeting of %ke~ 15-10-34 for electing the labour
representatives of the Workmen's Stores Committee from among the
workpeople by the workpeople. Opinion was not, however, unanimous
on the point since the resoclution was opposed by some of the
labour rerresentatives on the ground that the present system of
election, which had been in vogue for the past twelve years, had
worked guite successfully. JIhe President acreed with the view of
the opposers.

Money-lending.- At the meeting of #we 18-6-1935 a propossal
was brought forward to make representations to the Government
regarding the exorbitant rates of interest the Multanese money-
lenders charged when the workpeople borrowed money from them. ‘he
President promised to consider the matter. On 19-11-34 the practice
of lending money at exorbitant rates of interest going on among the
workpeople was discussed and it was pointed out that the Nkanagement
had framed certain regulations with a view to saving the workpeople
from the trouble that would be caused by borrowing money at high
rates of interest. 15 was submitted that, if lending was completely
prohibited, some of workpeople would be put to the necessity of
borrowing money at higher rates of interest from outside. It was,
therefore, considered necessary to devise a suitable scheme to
regulate money-lending amongst the workpeople and for this purpose
a resolution was moved to appoint a Sub-Committee of workpeople's
representatives. The pxmx¥® president agreed that the question of
lending and borrowing money among workpeople inside the M111ls re- .
quired careful examination and accepted the resolution for apseint-




appointing & sub-committee to go into the gquestion.

.

Quarterly Strike Statistiecs for the Guarter

Ending 51-12-1934. /

According to the statistics of industrial disputes in
British India for the 4th quarter of 1934 ending 51-12-1934,
published by the Department of Industries and [abour of the Govern-
ment of India, there were 29 disputes during the period involving
20,534 workers and entailing a loss of 231,533 working days. As
usuzl the largest number of dispubes occurred in the Rombay Presi-
dency, where 19 disputes involving 9,510 workers entailed 4 loss
of 62,160 working days. HNext comej Bengal with 3 disputes invol-
ving 6,164 workers and entailing a loss of 126,248 working days ™
the Central Provinces, Madras and the United Provinces with 2 dis-
putes each involving 2,325, &52 and 902 workers and entailing losses
of 38,506, 252 and 2,784 working days respectively and Burma with
1 dispute involving 1,583 workers and entailing a loss of 1,583
working days.

Classified according to industries, cotton and woollen mills
were responsible for 18 disputes which involved 8,254 workers and
entailed a loss of 58,651 working days, jute mills with 1 dispute
involving 120 workers and entailing a loss of 120 working days and

engineering workshops with 2 disputes involving 2,092 workers and



entailing & loss of 5,251 working aays. Other incustries were
responsible for 8 disputes inveolving 10,068 workers and entalling a
loss of 167,551 working days.

Oof the 29 disputes during the guarter under review, 18 were
due to wage questions, 7 to personnel, 1 to leave and hours and S
to other causes. In-6 disputes the workers were successful, in
3 partially successful and in 18 unsuccessful. 2 disputes were in
progress at the end of the period wnder report.

(Strike statistics for the quarter ending 30-9-1934 are given
at pages 43-44 of our January 1935 report).

X

Tnduatpial Dispuftes in Rritish Indis, 1834, -

Accoriing to 2 comrunlgue dated 15-4-193%4 on industrial
dismtes in British India during 1954, issued by the Department of
Industries and labour of the Government of Indig, the total number
of strikes during the year (including 6 strikes 1n progress on
31st December 19353) was 159 and the total number of workers involved
was 220,808 as compared with 146 strikes involving 164,938 workers
during 1933. The total number of working days lost during the year
was 4,775,559 as compared with'2,168,961 during 1933. More than
half the total loss in working days was due to the general strike
in the Bombay textile mills which lasted from April to June and in
whiech nver 90,000 men were involved. Other strikes of some magni-
tude were a strike in the Sholapur cotton mills from February to
May and a strike in the Empress cotton mills at Nagpur between May

and July. ©Zach of these involved a loss of about 460,000 working



days., In all, cot:ton textile mills account for 60k of the strikes,
83% of the workers involved and 91k of the loss of working days, In
108 of the strikes, or 68k, the chief demand related to wages or
bonuses. The number of strikes in which the workmen were success-
ful in gaining any concessions was approximately 36% of the total
number of strikes ended during the year.

During the year under review, there were 92 disputes in the
Rombay Presidentéy involving 168,441 workers and entailing a loss
of 3,832,582 working days. Bengal comes next with 21 disputes
involving 15,354 workers and entailing a loss of 262,122 working
days; Madras with 14 disputes involving 3,826 workers and entailing

a loss of 26,489 working vays; Assam, Pihar and Urtdsa and Purma

oy N

¥ith & disputes swcn involving $,260, $,375 anu 3,930 workers and
entailing losses of 6,260, 50,309 and 55,929 working days respec-~
tivelyj; the Central Provinces with b disputes involving 10,575
workers and entailing a loss of 502,850 working days; the United
Provinces with 4 disputes involving 2,597 workers and entailing a
loss of 5,166 working daysj Delhi and trne rFunjiab with 2 disputes
each involving 5,450, and 1,401 workers and entailing losses of
24,790 and 8,917 working days respectively and Ajmer-Merwara with
1 dispute involving 145 workers and entailing a loss of 145 working
days.

of the 159 disputes during the year 107 were due to questions
of wages, 24 to those of personnel, & to those of leave and 22323,
1 to that of bonus and 21 to other causes., In 32 cases the wogrkers

were successful, in 25 partially successful and in 100 unsuccéisful,

while 2 disputes were in progress at the close of the year. x



Classified according to industries, there were 96 disputes in
cotbton and woollen industries involving 184,087 workers and entail-
ing a loss of 4,574,445 working days, 5 in jute mills involving %
5,845 workers and entailing & loss of 109,520 working days, 3 each
in engineering workshops and railways (including railway workshops)
involving 2,262 and 806 workers and entailing losses of 9,31l and
1,050 working days reépectively and 1 in mines involving 1,970
workers and entailling & loss of 5,954 working days. In all other

industries to%sther there were 51 disputes involving 25,838 workers
a (Heo o 7
and entailing 275,279 working days.

A

(The Communigue on Industrial Uisputes in Eritish Indis during
1033 is reviewed at pages 24-25 of our April 1934 report).

nrievances of IL&ébonr in PRarodsai:tovarnment Urged to

Revise Factory Actf. .

A representation has bsen =m submitted to the Taroda Govarnment,
over the signaturggﬁcﬂ‘yku D.r.Fangarkar and other leaders of the
labour movement in the sState, requesting the Governent to revise
the Factory aAct. [lheir chief demands are (1) the reduction of <imes
working hours from ten to eight per day, (2) the observance of
sunday as a holicay (as egainst one holiday/ at the end of every
ten days), anG (5) the payment of wages evsry week instead of every
month.

The merorial points out that the whitley Commission recommended

the above provisions, which, it is stated, htve been brought inte



force, to some extent, in the State Press and tre Railway —orkshop .
It is contended that as the Governmwent Department;ai:: in favour of
such concessions it is essential that these should be enforced in
private enterprises such as cotton mills and ginning and other
factories.

The representation also recalls the repeated disputes between
the owners and labourers of the New Mills in Parcda when the mill~
hands readlly agreed to the terms of the compromise arrived at
through the intervention of Mr. Ramlal H. Desai, the then Dewan, and
which failed on account of tle millowners’gfailing to carry out the
terms of the agreement.

The memoriual sppeals Lo Government not to sacrifice labour
interesos 1or Ltrne penarit ol trne Iew milliowners of the state, 4nd

to redress treir legitimate crievances.

{(The Times of India,10-4-1935)

Depressed Classes in Hyderabad (Deccan):

Appesl to Abolish "Begar', g(il

iAn appeal to H.E.H.bhe Nizam of Hyderabad was made by ¥r.

B.R.Varma, & prominent Harijan leader, who, presiding over the
14th annual celebrations of the Adi-Hindu Jocial 3Service League,
pointed out that the sum set apart by the State for the uplift of
the Depressed Classes, waskinadequate, as there were nearly 2.5

millions of Harijans (Depressed classes) in the OJtate. Mr, Varma



reguested the “tate authorities that & javbour Department should

be started by the 2tate for Harl jsn uplift. He protested against

3

tre "Reesr" system under which ignorant villagers were compelled
to do corpulsory and gratultous service, although the Nizam had

prohibited the system., le urged the Government to take measures
to enfforce the Tizam's order on the subject.

(Hindustan Times, 12-4-1935), .

% -
fractory Administration in Mysore, 1933-34. .~

vysore Gtate during 19ou-354 are taken [rom the Administration
rReport of the Iepartrent of Incustries and Commerce of the State
for the year ending June 1934,

Number and Classification of Factories.- 'he total number of
factories coming under the turview of the Mysore Factories Regu-
lation stood a2t the bezinring of tre year under review &t 1099 as
against 185 in the year before. 8 factories were added during
the year and one was struck off, leaving 206 factories on the
Register et the close of the year. Of the above number, 46 were
seasonal factories and the rest worked throughout the year.
grouped under important industries, there were 39 decorticetors,
25 rice milla, 27 textile factories, 11 brick a&nd tile factories,
20 engineering works, 9 flour mills, B8 printing presses, and 10
0311 mills., The rest may be classed as miscellaneous.

o
(e

Administration Report of the Lepartment of Industriss and
Commerce in lMysore, for the year ending June 1934, - with the
novernment review thereon. = DD.28,



T

Number of Operatives.- The average number of persons employed
ds11y in a1l the factories decreased from 20,223 in 1932-33 to
18,709. The number of adults decre&sed from 18,374 to 17,016, and
the number of children from 1,849 to 1,695. 4,219 persons were
working in Covernment factories &nd 10,172 in textile factories.

Inspection. - Only 86 factories were insgpected during 1955-34
as against 100 in the previous year. 65 factories were inspected
once and 21 twice. 120 factories were left without inspection. Of
the 1,693 children employed in factories, only 262 children were
sxarined by certifying surgeons, and of those inspected only 215
were grantea certificates. The report rerects the suggestion made
in the last year's report that 1t XX is necessary that there
stould be a full time officer for the purpose of medical examina-
tion of childrer in factories in and around Eangalore and Mysore
Cities and Davangere. buring the year under report, two additional
factory Inspectows were appointed for purposes of inspection of
electrical fittings and apparatus in factories,

Health of Cperatives and Inwustrial Safety.- The Inspectors
during thelr inspectlons paid special attention to the provision of
ventilation end lighting and supply of drinking water and other
sanitary conveniences. These were found to be satisfactory. In
the majority of factories inspected, &he-fencing and guarding of
machinery was &lso satisfechory. The total nuwber of accidents
reported curing tae yewr wus 109 w8 scainst 1< iast year, Of them
three provea fatal, 50 were serious ana 56 were minor ones, 23
fantories have provided housing acromrodation to their emvloyees.,

Houss of #ork.~ The dally and weekly hours of work in
factories vere regulated by the owners of factories in accordance
with the provisions of the Factories Regulation. Rest intervals
were granted in almost all factories as provided for in section
21(a)(1) of the Regulation. Sundays ere observed &s holidays in
almost all the factories and in other cases, anothsr week day is
substituted for 3unday. During the year under review, thermx three
factories were grinted exemptions in respect of certain vrovisions
re. hours et , in view of grest pressure of work. Managers of
3 factories were prosecuted for fail lure to comply with the provi-
sions of the Regulation and were fined.®

Cotton Ainning and Pressing Factoriss Regulation. 30 ginning
factories and 6 pressing facfories were working in the State. The
ex-officio Inspectors of these factories appointed under the ¢ -
Regulation inspected the factories. Most of the factories'ﬁzﬁzlggé
to the provisions of the Regulation and Rules. The pressing
factories in the State regularly sent the weekly return of cotton
pressed in their factories. The total number of bales pressed
during the year amounted to 21,019 as against 28,501 in the
previous year,

Labour wisputes 2nd Industrall Relations .- There was no
labour disturbance in the State during the year under report. The
relations between the employers and workmen were cordial throughout
the year. The supply of labour was good but the demand was not
steacdy. 'There was no fall in the nominal level of wages. The




seasonal conditions were satisfactory and the prices of food grains
maintained the level of the year before,

lction on “hitley Report.= Prorosals to amend the “orkmen's
Tompensation Regulation anG Factories Regulation with a view to
cive effect to the recommendations of the Royal Commission on
Labour in India and to bring them into conformity with the Rritish
Indian Acts, have been submittea to Government.

Roard of Concilietion.- Members of the Roard of Conciliation
constituted by Government in theilr Order Yo0.D.680~91~T.% (.44-31-1,
dated 31st July 1931 (vide pages 40-41 of our ‘fugust 1931 report)
to deal with strikes and labour disturbances continued to function
during the year under report., It met twice anda reviewed existing
conditions.

Welfare Workem= The nining compéanies and the textile mills
have been Gevoting much attention to ameliorate the conditions of
labour. In the mining areas, the ¥Yelfare committee paid special
attention to the improvement of draingge and provision of additional
sanitary conveniances to the labour lines. Additional electric
lights were put up, cattle x® sheds and new trees have been planted,
211 of which have kade the lines much cleaner. Two additional
night schools have been opened. frsater attention is being paid
to games. Llectures were arranged on verious subjects, #nd sufti-
cient entertainment was affored to the labourers in the form of
Dramas,lectures, etc. Electric gremaphones with lound sreakers
continued to zive armsement toe large numbers of labourers in the
lines. 1he 7elfare Lepartment of the Bangalore ¥oollen, Cotton
and Silk ¥ills Co., Ltd., is &lso doing commendable work. The Deena
Seva Sangha, lialleswaram, Bangalore, is doing mich to improve the
conditionSOffﬁ&bourensin Bangalore City. It has established three
settlements in Bangalore and has attracted many labourers to xhexi
their nisht and day schools,

(Factory idministration in Mysore in 1952-35 1is reviewed 2t
pages 15-17 of our May 1934 report).



Working of the workmen's Compensation

*
Regulation in Mysore State, 1933 34,

The following details regarding the working of the workmen's
Compensation Regulation in the Mysore State during 1953-34 are
taken from the Administration Report of the Department of Indus-
tries and Commerce in the 3tate for the year ending June 1934,

Number of Cases.- The total number of cases that came up before

the Cormissioners for workmen's Compensation was 176 during the
year as against 204 in 1932-33. 171 cases were disposed of and

5 cases were pending at the close of the year. 0f the 171 cases
disposed of,57 related to accidents which proved fatal, 16 to
non-fetal accidents and 98 to registration‘of memoranda of &agree-
ments. The number of claimg for compensshtion for inigriss Ly
accicdents in the mining industry was 160, in textile factories 3
and in oil mills 1.

19 claims were contested during the year. 9 cases were dis-
missed., One &appeal to the High Court was pending at the beginning
of the year., TWo more &appeals were filed in the High Court during
the year. All the three cases were disposed of during the year,
the orders pessed by the Commissioners being up-held in all the
cases.,

Amount of Compensation Paid.- The total amount déwosited

with the €ommissioners during the year was Rs, 36,914-6-0 as
epgainst Rs. 40,744-0-5 in 1932-33. A sum of Rs, $5,186-8-0 was

distributed among the dependants of the deceased as compared with

% Administration Report of the Department of Industries and
Commerce in Mysore, for the year ending June 1934, ~-wlth the
Government Review thereon. - pp«28



Rs. 35,219-8~0 last year. & sum of Rs, 447-8-0 was returned to
the employers since there were no claiments for the seme, .1 sum
of Rs., 660~-14-0 was distributed in non-fatal cases as against
Rs. ,647~5~7 in 1932-35. ihen the year closed, a sum of Rs,
2,619-8~0 was pending distribution.

Returns under Section 15.~ The anmual return under Section

15 of the workmen's Compensation Resulation for 1932-32 was received
from 188 factories out of 199 factories in She State. Returns

were also receivea frow all the mining compsnies and other concerns

) .CiherYPT§;n% of tpe “orkmen's Compensation Reculation in ¥ysore
during 1982-53 1s reviewed st jmge& 17-18 of our ¥ay 1954 report).
4

Conditions of siork in Glass Rangle Industry in
fon) y

Indian: «uesbtions in Assembly. / ,.

‘e the result of certain interpellations in the Legislative

Lo

Assembly on 29m3~1935 regarding conditions of work inﬁéIhss bangle
industry in India, =ir Frank Noyce, Member in charge of Industries

and i1abour Depertment of the Government of India, made the follow-

ing statementi=

"The Jovernment are aware that #ee glass manufacture may
entail certain hazards to workers, such as inhaBation of polsons
and leed poisons but I have no desailed information as to the
extent of hazards involved in the bangle mixing process™ ke—said
®£7he fovernment of, the Unlted Provinces, in 1981, regarded e
labour conditions UM ithe glass bangle industry at Firozabad as
unsatisfactory anu rulss under 3Jection 35(u) of the Factories
Act 1934 are about to be made with a view to protection of workers
employed in hazardous operaticns and I shall be glad to consult
local novernments and particularly the U.P. Government as to the
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need for special protection to the gluss industry, when their
oninion is invited on the draft rules. I understand that the
U.P.covernment nave taken steps to ensure that those of the
m™ipozabad factories which come under the Factories Act are properily

resulated under that Act,"

(The Hindu, 30-3~35)

Free Rice for Indian labouree in Ceylon Estates.;//

The issus of free rice to Indian estate labour or, alternately,
the free issue of menls to children under 10 years of age which

is one of the clauses 1n the ‘greement with the Government of India

will, it 18 undeprstond, e civen lezal fopce ir Zavlon ir correctior
ith the awsnuments of tre law concernins Inulan esbate labour at

wronion ol Lhe hxecutive Committee, iabour,

Indus bry ana Commerce Departoent, Uesylon., The agreemaent nrovides
for the free issue of rice at the rate of one-el hth bushel per

month to each working min snd s=ch widowm with one or more non-

working chilaren.

(The Statesman, 4-4-1935). +
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Txtension of Hours of Tmployment Regulations

11

S. M. andc B C.T -Hailways:

o

to ¥,

iction in 1935-36., v~

According to the FPress Reports of the 411 India Railwaymen's
Federation, the l'ember in “harge of Commerce and Railways with the
aovernrent of India is reported to have sftated that it was proposed

to enforce Hours of Zmployment Regulations on . & J3.¥. and B.B. &

@‘ n/ Lfl{f‘.ﬂ“

0.T.8ailvays during the course of eex® financizl year (1935-186),.

In the course of discussionson the Railway Pudrmet for 1935-056
in the last session of tre ieglsletive ﬁssemblj}the desirability
of placing the SJupervis@r of Rallway labour directly under the
Department of Industries and ifabour, instead of under the Railway
Youyd &5 Lo rTresent, ln orcer to ensurs greatsis lnacpencences of
action by this officer was exuressed by the non-official secticn
of the Wouse.

(Union Herald, April 1935).
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INDUSTRIAL ORGANISATION

Employers' Orsanisations.

The Employers' Federation of India: Report for 1934,

At pages 36-38 of our March 1935 report was given & summary
of the presidential address of Mr. H.,P.Mody at the X® 2nd Annual
General Meeting of the Employers' Federation of India which was held
at Delhi in March last., The following is a summary of the Report of
the Federation for the year 1934 submitted by the Secretary of the
Federation at the annual meeting:-

Membership.~ During the year, the Titaghur Paper Mills
Company were elected members. The following comprise the existing
membership of the organisation:-

(THESE FIGURES ARE CONFI~-
DENTIAL & ARE NOT TO BB

PURLISHED)

The Indian Tea Association, with oes 741,000 workers;
The Indian Jute Mills Assoclation, with ... 244,000 "
The Millowners' Association, Rombay, with .. 80,000 "
The United Planters' Association of
Southern India, with . e 150,000 "
The Indian Mining Association, with .o 95,000 "
The Indign Engineering Association, with ... 48,000 "
The Employers' Federation of Southern India with 41,000 "
The Indian Metallurgical Association, with 39,000 "
The Upper India Chamber of Commerce, with 28,000 "
The Indian Sugar Producers' Association with 8,000 "
The Central Provinces & Berar Mining
Association with 13,000 "
The Bengal Industries Association, with 12,000 "
The Burmah-Shell 011 Storage & Distribution
Co. of India,Ltd., with 8,000 "
The Titaghur Paper Mills Company, with 6,000 "

There was no appreciable change in the number of workers
employed by the constituents of the member organisations, the total
being 1,625,000; and the subscription for 1934 was the same as for
the previous year.

Factories Acty= The first important question that engaged
the attention of the Federation during the year was with regard to
the provision in the Factories Bill for the enforcement of a
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54.-hour week for adult male workers in non-seasonal factories,

Many members of the Federation had originally opposed this provision
but an appeal was made by the Hon'ble Member for Industries and
Iabour in the Government of India that employers should reconsider
the question in the light of the discussions that had taken place
since the proposal was first made. The President accordingly
addressed the members, suggesting that they should agree not to
oppose the S54-hour week, while emphasising the dlfficulties with
which employers and industrialists would be faced on account of
increased costs of production, particularly at a time of severe
competition from other countries, and also because of the fact
that similar legislation was not enforce4b¥e in the Indian States,
The replies from a1l the members favoured the course recommended by
the President, and he addressed Government on behalf of the
Federation that they did not desire to oppose the S4~hour week. He
also drew the attention of Government to the representation of
the Tea and Rubber interests with regard to the classification of
their factories, and emphasised the anomaly of the position of the
Indian States, where the working hours would v longer, and where
conditions generdlly were such as were calculated to lsad to the
migration of capital and enterprise to their territories. He
urged that steps should be t&ken to ensure uniformity of conditions
in the States, as otherwlise, both labour and industry in British
India would have to suffer.

The Government of India repliedz expressing their keen appre-
ciation of the attitude taken by the Federation on the question of
Lt&e hours of work. They, however, regretted that they could not
recons8ider the provisions for the classification of tea and rubber
factories, as they thought that reasonable facllities had been
allowed to them under the Bill. W#ith regard to the position of the
States, Government stated that the matter was recelving their
attention and it would be of assistance to them if the Federation
were to supply them with information as to States,apd industries
in which the Federation apprehended developmentswﬁ*gight pre ju-
dicially affect British Indian interests.

labour lLegislation in Indian States,- In connection with
this question, the Feder&tlon had during the course of the year
collected considerable information with regard to industries and
States where differential conditions of labour legislation and other
factors are bound to place British India at a disadvantage. The
President accordingly addressed a representation to the Government
of India, pointing out how industries in several States were bene~-
fiting from factors which did not exist in British India. (A sum-
mary of the President's representation to the Government was given
at pages 11-14 of our December 1934 report). Ih® In reply, the
novernment of India stated that they were examining the whole
gquestion very carefully, and that they had already invited the
States in which there were factories of any importance to
consider the deslirability of introducing and enforcing legislation
on the 1lines of the Indian Factorles Act, 1934, and were awaiting




their views. The Federation will take up the question again when
government have had time to consider the representation made,

and after a more detailed study of the actuel conditions in various
par-s of the country.

Trade Disputes and Trade Unions Acts.- As the Trade Disputes
Act of 1929 was due to expire in May 1944 and the Government of
India had not had sufficient tlme to consider the various suggestions
made for its proper amendment, & short Bill had been passed in
April last, extending the Act for an indefinite period. But in the
course of the proceedings in the leglslature, Government had stated
their intention to take the earliest opportunity to amend the Act
in the light of the examination made by the Royal Commission on
Labour and the opinions expressed by various organisations on the
proposals made by Government with regard to the Act. Before the
Pederation could prepare & memorandum embodying the views of the
members, severe labour trouble had broken out in Bombay. The
opportunity was, therefore, taken to elicit the opinions of members
as to whether the Federation should press for the amendment of the
Act in such manner as to empower the authorities to deal effectively
with purely communistic agitetion &and exploitation of labour,
without interfering with the development of a genuine trade union
movement.,

The member organisations, after very careful examination, sent
in replies which supported in general the proprosals in the Federa-
tion's circular, and some offered importent suggestions, which
made 1t necessary to re-examine the guestion. On further considera-
tion, it was found that the Trade Unions Act of 1926 also required
to be amended, if the purposes sought to be achieved by the amend-
ment of the Trade Disputes Act were To be fully realised. A
representation was then prepared, embodying &1l the important views
on the two Acts and submitted to the Covernment of India for very
early consideration. But Government were unable to take immediate
action, as their attention was occupied with other labour legis-
lation. Recently, however, the President has been informed that the
matter will probably te brought up before the legislature, after
certain Rills now under discussion have been passed. In view of
the recent labour troubles in various centres, the question has
assumed great importance, and it may be hoped it will be dealt with
at an esrly date.

Advances fto Agriculturists.- At the annual feneral Veeting
last year, the United Flanters' Associsation of Southern India had
referred for examination the question of the action of the Mysore
Government in regard to certain regulations for the recovery of
debts from persons who might be agriculturists, and had desired to
neve full information &8s to the practice in other parts of the
country. 7The Federation has collected & large amount of material
on the subject, but i1t has not been possible to draw any final
conclusions on account of the fact that radical legislative changes
have been recently made in certain Provinces and are in contempla-
tion in other parts of the country. Copies of the various measures,
passed or proposed, were not avalleble till the end of the year,




but some of them have now been obtained. The informatlon collected
be circularised to the members at an early date.

The Wworkmen's Compenssation 4Act.- Consequent on the decision of
the Privy Courncil, in the matter of certain avreals from New
Zealand, that employers were liabtle under the %Workmen's Compensation
Act of that Lomlnion to pay compensation for accidents sustained as
a result of earthquakes, and the opinion of the Commissioner for
Workmen's Compensation in Bengal that employers were similarly
liatvle in India, employers in this country had to examine the
question as to what amendment was desirsble in the Indian Workmen's
Compensation Act. Having been requested by the Assoclated Chambers
of Commerce to give their support to a representation which had been
made by them, the Federation urged Government to so amend the Act
as to exclude from its operation accldents caused by or arising
out of earthquakes or other convulsions of nature, unless it could
be proved that the nature of the employment 1tself involved some
special exposame to such risks and the accidents arose out of such
specisl exposure (vide pages 32-33 of ourxkKsmk January 1935 report
for details). The Government of India have rejected (vide pages
29=30 of our March 1935 report) these arguments and declined to
consider any amendment of the Act as desired. The Federation 1is
now in communication with its members #nd the various obher organi-
sations who had made simllar rerresentations as to what further
action can te htaken.

The International Labour Conference.- Seth Kasturthal Lalbhai
wag pnominated as the Employers' Delegate to the International Labour
conference held at Geneva in June last, A number of memoranda
were prepared on the gquestions which concerned Indian employers
generally, and these were circularised for the opinion of the members
of the Federation, and communicated to the Delegate with & redquest
that he should press these views at the Conference. The memoranda
dealt with the proposal for the reduction of hours of work, the
guestion of the employment of women in underground mines, the
partial revision of the convention regarding the employment of
women at night, and the attitude of Japan towards International
Iabour Conventions. The Federation opposed any reduction of hours
of work, so far as India was concerned, as proposed at the Conferen-,
ce. ,They agreed to tre early prohibition of the employment of women
in underground mines; and in the matter of the convention regarding
the employment of women at night, it was pointed out that the law
in India was in advance of the proposals made =t the Conference and
that the provisions in force in this country should be followed.

4 specisl note was sent to the Employers' Delegate, urging him to
draw the attention of the Conference to the unfavourable attitude of
Japan towards important International Labour Conventions.,

Seth Kasturbhal lalbhal represented the interests of the
employers with ability and judgment, and on his return to India,
he had a meeting with the fresident of the Federation, and also
forwarded a report of the work done by him at the Conference. He
expressed the opinion that there should be continulty in the
personnel of the Delegation from this country, and that adequate



assistance should be given to the Delegate by the appointment of a
suffiicient number of idvisers, as was being done by other countries.
His report was circularised to the members of the Federation.

In proposing nominations for the Conference in 1935, the
Fresident has strongly urged that Government should appoint
Advisers so that the Delegate might be able fully to discharge his
responsibilities, and that Government should not allow financial
considerations to stand in the way of such appolntments. The
decision of Government in this matter is being awalted.

(Summarised from the annual report, copies of which were sent
to this Office by the Secretary of the Federation. A copy of the
Report was forwarded to Geneva With our minutes D.2/ 744 /35
dated 4th #prilx 1935,)

211 Indis Organissation of Tndustrial Employers:

Annual Report for 1934,

oun Monch /9735 A
At pages 41-44 was gilven a Summary of the presidential speech

A

of Mr. Kasturbhai ialbhel a: the Second annual meeting of the All

India Crganisation of Industrial Empldyers which was held at Delhi
on 31-3-1835. The following 1is a summary of the annual report
for 1934 submitted at the meeting by the Secretary of the Organisa-

tion.

New Members.- During 1934, three industrial organisations and
four industrial concerns were elected to the membership of the
Organisation. The total number of members on the roll at present is
gghssociations representing different industries and 86 industrial

concerns, making a total of 95 members. The 9O associations are
the followingst-
(1) The Indian 3alt Associztion, Bombay.
(2) The Indian National Steamship Owners' Association,Bombay.
(3) The Indian Sugar Mills Association, Calcutta,
The Baroda NMillowners' Association, Baroda,
fhe Indian Glass Manufacturers!' Association, Ogalevdl.
The Indian Colliery-Owners' Association, Calcutta,.
The Indian Tea Planters' Associetion,Jalpaiguri.
The Indian Mining Federation, Calcutta.
The Delhi Factory-Owners' Federation, Delhl.

O ® IO O
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‘he distribution by inaustries of the 86 industrial concerns is as
follows:=- (1) Cotton =20, (2) Jute - 4, (3) Salt -3, (4) Sugar =13,
(5) Iron and Steel - 4, (6) Shipring - 6,(7) Match Manufacture -

5, (8) Constructional EZngineering =7,(9) Cement and Potteries -5,
(10) 011 extracting ~ &, (11) Drugs and Chemicals -2, (12) Coal
¥ining ~2, (13) Glass - 6, (14) Metal Mamufacturing - 3, (15) Milling
-2, (16) Tea Gardens =~ 2, (17) Straw Boards « 1l.

Employers' Delegation to I.L.Conference.~- On a reference being
made to the Committee by the Fresident of the Federation of Indisan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry regarding the nomination of
Indisan Yhembd a " 3 ; " '
Sf-Ipdian Employers’ Delegation to International Labour Conferences,
the Committee informed the President of the Federation for the
information of its Member-bodies that the persons to be recommended
to form the Employers' Delegetion should be from amongst s&e indus-
trial employers.

18th JI.L.Conference,~ Mr. Kasturbhai Lalbhal, the Indian
Employers' Delegate to the 18th session of the International labour
C erence, submitted kis—report to the Committee of the Organisation

‘oh the work done at the said Conference and the Committee adopted

the following resolution thereon:-

"The Committee of the Organisation having gone through the
Report of WNMr., KFasturbhai saluvbai, the Indian Employers'
Delegate to XVIII Session of the International labour
Conference, record their grateful thanks to him for his work
at the saf& Conference.

"7he Committee invite the attention of the MNembers of the
Organisation to several of the difficultiss of the Indian
Emplogers' Delegate at Gene®¥a and recommend to them for
their careful consideration the suggestions made by the
Delegate regarding continuity of delegation and nomination
of advisers for proper discharge of the duties of the
Employers' Lelegaution at Geneva.

"nhe Committee further recommend to the Members a careful
study of the Director's Report to the Conference on world
conditions”

:Ehe Vommittee further requested the President to convey to
Sir Rhpendra Nath Mitra, K.C.5.I., K.C.I.E., V.BR.E.,, Governrent's
representative to the International Iabour Conference, their grate-
ful thanks for the support and helr given to the Indian Employers'
Delegate, Mr. Kasturbhai lalbbal, at the said Session on several
occasions, particularly with rePerence to the election of the
Indlan Fmployers' representative on the Governing Body of the
International Labour Organisation.’

19th I.L.Conference.~ The Commlttees agreed to recommend to
government the following personnel for the Indian Employers'
Delegation to the 19th Session of the Internatlonal Labour Conference
Delegeate: Mr. Hooseinbhoy A. Lalljee, Bombay.




Advisers: 1. Mr. K.Dutt, Calcutta, (2) Mr. P.S5.Sodhbans,lLahore,
and (3) Mr, I.D.Varshnei, Bahjoi.(U.P.)

The Committee deciced to circulate the various items on the
agenda of the 19th session of the International Labour Conference
to employers' organisations in Indis with a view to elicit their
views on those items and to forward the gsame to the Employers'
Delegation to the Labour Conference.

Nomination of Advisers to Employers' Delegatex.-The Committee
represented to the Government oi India in the Department of Indus-
tries and Labour, pointing out that while they were contributing kmg
ige sums to the expenses of the League ;E Yetions, they should not
economise in the number of Advisersa§§¥ehw the Delegations and
they should utilise their membership of the League of Nations and
the International Labour Organisation to the fullest extent by
appointing & sufficlient number of Advisers to non-official Delega-
tions with & view to enable them to discharge their duties adequate-
ly and properly in the best interests of India.

(Summarised from the Annual Report of the Organisation,
copies of which were forwarded to this 0ffice by the Secretary of
the Organisation. A copy of the Report was sent to Geneva with

/t'imirute ©.2./944/35 cated 4-4-1035),



Workers' Organisations,

Trade Union Movement in the Bombay Presidency, 1933-?4% /’%ﬁ

Number of Reglistered Unions .- Ten new unions were registered

during the year under Beport/bringing the total numter of registra-
tions up to 31-3-1934 to 8l., The registrations of 27 unions had
been cancelled before 1lst April 1933 and during the year under report
Reovpe- iy,
the names of nine other unionijﬁﬁl) Eﬁe Rank Peons' Union, Bombey,
(2) the Karachi Motor Drivers' Union, Karachi, (3) the Bombay
Steam Navigation Company's Employees' Union, Bombay, (4) the
Private Car, Bus and Lorry Drivers' Union, Rombay, (5) the Fubli
Textile Labour Union, Hubli, (6) the West Khandesh Pus Drivers!
Union, #mlia, (7) the FPoona Press #orkers' Union, Poona, (8)
the Fratap ¥ills Famgar Union, Amalner, and (9) the Rombay Suburbsn
District Motor Drivers' Union, BRandra, wére removed from the
register., The total number of unlons on the register as at $1-3-34
stood at 45,

Clagssification of Unions.- Of the 45 registered unions at the

end of the year under report, only 39 inddvidual unions submitted
snnual reports. These 39 unions may be classifisd thus:- Textile
workers' unions - 6; Railway workers' unions including those of
railway workshops employees -8; Seamen's unions -2; Munlcipal
workers' unions -4; Port Trust and Dock workers' unions -7;Miscel-
laneous unions -12,

Membership and Finances of Unions .- The total membership of the

reporting unions decreased from 55,821 to 52,513 during the year

under report. The number of withdrawals from membership was nearly

the Indian Trade Unlons hct (Act
28 the year 1933-34. -

Press-1935. PPeld =

¥ Anmual Report on the working of
XVI of 1926) for the Bombay Presidency for
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Price Anna 1 or 1ld.
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one and a helf times the numter of accessions. ©The female membership
of registered trade unions decreased from 1,765 to 391. This is
largely due to & heavy fall in the membership of the Kajugar ¥amkari
inion, Bombay, which consists almost entirely of female workers.
The opening balance of the combined general funds of the 39 unions
was Rs. 049,975-6-2 and the closing balance Rs. 367,135-8«3,

The general fund was the princip2l liability of the majority
of the unions. It formed the only liability of twelve unions and a
minor 1liability of one union, while only two unions had liabilities
other than the general fund. The total amount at the credit of the
general fund account of all the unlons was Rs. 376,312-0-4 and
other liabilitlies amounted to Rs. £5,848=11-3 as against total
agsets amounting to Rs.402,160-11-7. The figure for total assets
includes an amount of Rs. 245,989~-6-0 for unpald subscriptions, the
real value of which i3 very doubtful. The amount of cash assets
wag the largest in the case of the Railway group and amounted to
Rs., 64,649=-14-3, To this sum the National Union of Railwaymen of
India and Burma alons contributed cash assets amounting to Rs.
54,175-9-5, Securities amounting to Rs. 39,887-7<0 were held by
8ix unions, two of which held securities worth over Rs, 10,000 each.

Political Fund.- The National Union of Rallwaymen of India

and Purma, Bombay)continued to maintain 1ts political fund.

Fumber and Nembership of Registered and Unregistered Unions.=-

The total number of trade unions ~ registered as well as unregistered
- in the Bombay rresidency was 105 with a membership of 108,747,

while at the close of the year there were 105 unions comprising
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115,186 members. Of the new registrations one, the Telegraph
Vessengers and Lower Grade 3taff Union, Xarachi, was an association
of Government servants. This is the second union of Government
employees registered under the Act, the Government Central Press

Zmployees' Union, Bombay, being the first to be registered in 1932-33.

(The Annual Report on the working of the Trade Unions Act in
the Bombay Presidency for the year 1932-33 is reviewed at pages
26-27 of the March 1934 report of this Office),

Madras Young Men's Labour Lesgue: lst Session

of Confer=nce, ¥adras, 1935,

fre 1st session of the Conference of the Madras Young Wen's
[abour +eame was held at ¥adras on 8-4-1935 with ¥r. T. Prakasam
as president. The “onference was well-attended and in welcoming the

A RA. /e.z;a}a Noddu , Cloanmbn 9T Ao Bonnta,

memberszitr ced briefly the origin and growth of labour organisa-
tions in trhe City. FHe said that the Madras Iavour Union (for
textile workers) was the only labour organisation in the city that
had been &ble to function effectively for the last two decades.
The position today was that only one or two unions were function-
ing in the city, and a few more were existing in name only while
gseveral others had passed into oblivion. It could no}, on that
account, te said that the workers in factories did not think it
necessary to have organisations for the promotion of their interests.

The time had come for young men to create the conditions necessary

for the successful functioning of 1labour organisutions throughout



the country. It was with that object that they had started the
Young Men's lLabour league. Pollticians and the general public, he
said, ought to help the movement,

Presidential Address .- Delivering his presidential address,

Wr. Prakasam said that the working classes formed an integral part
of the body politic. [abour organisations the world over had
Loker Andim

developed to a very high degree., 1In a countrxzwhere there were so
meny divisions, - commnal, social and religious - it was not easy
to build up a nation as in countries where the population was small
and where there were not so many divisions. Put ths people of
Inaia had a certain strength inherited from their ancestors which
enabled them to unite on critical occasions. He was really anxious
that the intfant orgianisation whose first annlversary they were
celebrating and all other such organisszhtions throughout the country
should dewvslop to such an extent as to become & resl povier. Mr.
Prakagam said that Indian labour organisations were not strong esnough
to demand and secure adequate representation in the legislatures
under the constitution which was being forged for India in London.

He said that if they really desired to strengthen the labour
organisation, they could not do better than join the Congress. During
the last fifteen years of thelr national strugsle attempts had been
made to bring labour organisations into the fold of the Congress.
But there were politicians who thought that Labour organisations
should be left alone and should not be absorbed in the Congress.
The Congress had dropped civil disobedience and had adopted a

constltutional programme. It was the duty of all the labour organi=-

sations in the country to join the Congress. If the labour organi-
sations
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had been absorbed by the Congress and i1f the constructive programme
chalked out by lMahatma Gandhi had been vut into effect, there wonld
have been no need for civil daisobedience. If labour had stood side
by side with the Congress, no Government could have dared to deny
freedom to India. If they had not succeeded in getting Swaraj it
was because labour was standing out and the commnal poison had been
eating into their vitals,

Resolutions .= The following is a summary of the more impor-

tant resolutions adopted at the Conferenceis

1. Brievances of Retrenched Employees .= The first resolution
urged upon the Government %o appoint & comittee with two represen-
tatives of employers, two of labour and one representing the
Government, to investigate the grievances of workers thrown outbt of
employment.

Z, Mye-Year PFlan Tor nemployment Heli=f,~ The lonfereance

i
Qaaled' ppn, Qge %oygrnment of InCia To Inaugurate 2 five-year plan
?%5 ve lieve undmployment in the country.

5. Inauguration of Unemployment and 0Old-age Insurance Schemes
Urged.= The Government dnd the employers were requested to start
Irsurance schemes for the veneflt of those that might be thrown out
of employment due to old age or other causes.

4, Adult Franchise.- The Conference urged the grant of
adgult franchise.

5. Security of Tenure.- The Conference condemned the system
whereby mill employers sought to keep workmen in temporary service
for six years and more and replace permanent hands by temporary
ones .

6, Educational amd Medical Facilities.~ The Conference
sought the help of the Government in the matter of glving free
educetional facilities to the children of poor employses up to the
¥atriculation standard and also in the matter of establishing
hospituls for the benefit of the working classes.

(The Yindu, 9-4=35)+
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14th Session of the All Incdia 7rade Union

Congress, Calcutta, 19356,

The 14th session of the -1l Inuia Trade Union Congress was
rheld at Calcutta from 20 to 2e2-4-35, with Tundit Harihar Nath
Shastri as rresgdent. Lccording to prress reports about 52 unions
affiliated to tie A.I.T.U.Congress were rerresented at this year's
session.

Mr. E.C.Mitra, Chairman of the Reception Committee, in the

course of l'is audress welcoming the deleoutes, traced the develop-

-

ment of the trade unlon movement in Renzal and arpealed to the

gy}
Ul

workers to strengthen the movement LYy joining it in large numbers.
The follewing are extrschts fromr his srprecch:

Matery of Trade Unicn loveolnt Lo Tsidsesl.-  Adllwouwgh fectoriss
snd mills were starteuw iIn Tengal during tre closinpg decedes of the
last century and seamen from Calcutta servine in ships chanced to
core in conbact with the aciive labour movement and organisations
in Turcpesn countries and became 1mbued with their ideas and
started clubs apd Anjuméns here in the first decade of this
century, no reesl and regular organisations of worlers were formed
£till tre vesr 1818 — when due to the unprecedented economic
depression caused as an after-effect of the world-war and the
consequent wage-cub, retrenchrent and other Winds of repression
resorted to by the emm]oyer the first batch of workers! unions in
Pengal bezin to e started. 1In 1918 the Port Trust Zmplnyees'!
fssociation and the Indian Seamen's Union were formed; and these
were soon follewed by the Press Employees!' Associstion and the
calcutta Tramwey Employees' Assoclation, formed in the following
vear, The movement developed and grew apace and a number cf unions
in jute, tex®tile and railways were soon started. Luite a good
rnumber of young men from the intelligentsia identified themselwves
with the working-class interest and tuilt up the movement in
Pencsal., After the Nonofo-operation movement had passed through
its first phase ard was in a Lzmporary lull, & further_é%sd of
untiring young men transferred thelr field of activity the
labour movement and many of them after years of sacrifice and
sufferinz are still guiding the moverm:nt in and outside Pengal.

Splits in the Trade Urion Movement .- The year 1928 saw great
upheaval in the Labour world in Indiaha strike-fever pervaded the
entire land. There were large-scale and momentous triels of
strength ketween the growingly conscious working class and the




alarmed capitalists, and railways, textile, jute, oll, petrol,
steel works and its subsidisries, viz., tinp ltte etc., colliv-les
and almost all important industries experienceu the ghock.
Yaprily most strikes &t tals period were entirely or partially
successful. Buft soon discord among the leaders on so-called
principles brought about danger for the workers; and at the 8th
session of the Congress at Jheria in 1928 the first symptoms of a
sharp difference were visible. Lhe situation became worse when
many of the best leader:s were arrested and some sent to Meerut to
stand their tri&al there,

Even then the movement in Bengal was growing in intensity and
the working class held their own agsinst all odds. In the follow-
ing yeur the ninth Congress at Nagpur saw the split within the
Congress and the right wing seceded from the parent body: while in
Pengal the movement suifered much owing to & further difference
among the left wing leaders themselves. his sectarian move culmi-
nated in yet another split and the ultra-leftists seceded from the
Conzress =t kxk 1ts eleventh session at Cslcutta in Tuly 1931. Tue
to th€seintermecline gquarrels among the legders —which in fact
did not very much.concern the rank—— both orwanisaﬁional and
educative activity@dof unions weééicon31uerably checked. =ven then
the Rengal Provinclal body of the 4.T.7.U.7. held very successful
conferences of employees in daue and 01] =ni petrol ir)uqfv;na
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railwsys, 3teel and Colll ies .
N

ALI.TWU.C's Work from 1232.- Lburing the veriod, however, agsin
imperialistic repression recompenced in full swing ano many of
our active workers were arrested snd imvrdsoned on variouvus pretexts
in 1932, Then followed & period of low activity and almost a fall
when most of the unions existed in a morlbun copcition and it
wag not nunhll April, 1954 that a new 11 f* e 1n§t?e movement, wee—
infused. From then till now, i.e., in course of the last
twelve months, the #.T.r.U.%., rut up a splendlu fight by organising
strikes in PRombay, sholapur, «hmredabad, Lelhi and Cswnpore, and
Rengal 2also took up herz share both in the fight and in the’
OPW3HISat10ﬂ31 activity. DLuring this period there were strilkes of
the Fort and Yock workers in Calﬂutta R.3.M. and I.G.N.vorkers,
Pird Company's workers, textile WOrkers at Ghusurey; engineering &
snd metal workers of Yetlabruz. =Zight new unions were formed
during this reriod.

The following is 2 summary of the presidential address
delivered by Pandit Harihar Nath Shastri.,

Canitalist Offensive and Government Repression.- Hr. Shastri
declared thal the trade union movement in the country was under-
going 4 serious cris¢s being faced with a determired capitalist
of fensive xXA on the one hand &and vindictive Government renpression
on the other. The wage-cubts that commenced as early as in the




year 198, has since then been going on unabeted, with the result
trat in rrincipfl irndustries g wages have n:rerally gone down by
about 45 D.C. and in some casges by over 60 per cent, The earnings
have gone down to starvation level, to a level where it has become
almost impossible for workers to get #m even Wbk the bare necessi-
ties of life. ‘he inCﬂeasing unemployment has made tle situation
still worse. In every irdustry and in every important indus trial
city thousands of workers have, in the course of the last six years,
been thrown out of emplormanu.

The fapitalist offensive has become 211 the more formidable
due to the Government repression that is every day increasing with
the intensification of the class struggle. ‘hen the Trade Union
Yiovement was in its infaency in this country, the fGovernment did
not take 1t ruch sericusly. *aring the strike period of 1919-20,
it generally acdoptea an attitude of neutrality. Put as class
consciousniess grew among workers and the strugrle developsd, the
attitude of nentrality could not te meintained. In the course
f£§§rikes that toolk place in the years 1928-29, the Govermment
nly allied itself with the capitalists in crushing the struggley
off workers. Free and arbitrary use of section 144 was made in
storping strike meetings and processions and prominent labour workern
wara thrown ir*e rrison. Governrent from the very ounisst exercised
211 its inflnuence to cheek the snresd of the shtrike wave Uy
slons, Ly keeping irvvortant workera
nm o pProse-
cutions #o2inst them, Cases nnder the Trade Disrutes fct were

instibuted #giinst a number of labour leaders for 2dva imcing the
cause of bthe general strile. Soon after the zeneral strile was
ovar, # rnumberdof Trade Unilons 1n Torbay #88 declared unlswful,
This was followsd by similar ban on Irade Union activities in
Punjab, Yadras and bBengal, In the last province the pos
the worst conceivable. Here the Government is bent upon allowing
no progressive movement Lo grow. Last year Dr. Charu Chandra
Ranerji, the Viqg—‘ esident of the All Incia Trade Union Conaraess,
wag interned fo# indefinite period under tre Tencel Criminal ifaw
tmendment sCct. 18 important labour worlers were arrested and
prosecution was launched against them in connection with certazin
ordinary meetings &anu demonstrations.

i
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out of the field of action by arresting them &nd launchi
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Imperialism.~ All these repressiong &;g e rt of A policy on
the part of imperislism %to keep under check the rising tide of
discontent zmony the masses. Imperialism is x consolidating all
the reactionary forces in the country under its banner with a view
to retaining its foothold in this country. The Joint Parliamentary
Committee rerorft is & glaring instance of this policy. The reforms
promised in. the report grant no freedom to the masses. In fact
it 13 simply intended to bribe the Indian princes, landlords,
and the native bourgeoisie and to win them over to the side of
imperialism. Hestricted fpanchiSﬁupased on property gqualifications,
introduction, of second chamben in’ provinces, the system of indirect
@le%fgons ;J Tederal 10#1>lﬁ§ur g, Drotection of commercial rights
ind ?A’ fwg e rprinces inkTederation, &ll thesc are clear indi-

oo bl 7Y|S of the

cE imperialist volicy of preserving old @llies and
creatirc new ones. Llhe nrinces and landlords have always been



devoted adherents of British rule in India. ®But the Incian
capitalists wers inclined towards the national movement £i1ill some
time back., iThe Indian National Congress received considerable

support frow them from tire to time, This made imperialism change
its policy towards the native capitilists. TInstead of looking
exclusively to and guarding the interests of the Eritish bourgeoisie,
it deemew 1t mere expediert smnd—prebibis in the lonzg run, to make

the rative bourgeoisie partmers in the exploitation ‘of the masses.
Hence the post-war trade pacts, abolition of excise duty, grant of
protection, bounties anu other concessions. All this has becn

done to bring the dissatisfied bourgeoisie of this country closer

to the side of imperialism. .4nd to satisfy the political aspirations
of this class, imperialism has promlsed them the reformdas indi-
cated in the Joint PFarliamentary Committee Repvort,.

Trade Union Unity.~ Mr«%ﬁzst”i declared that in-erder to
fight &f% the above reactionary tendencies and to preserve the
frade union move™fle only course was trade union unity. He deplored
the splits in the ranks of Indian labour ancd said that now a4 stage
hag, come, when every group thiat is sincerely devoted to the cause
ofigbrkers should realise the supreme importance of solidarity in
+he Trade Union lovement., Consolidation of different parties in
the workinﬁkslass movenment 1s btaking place all over Zurope on
aceount off fascist wmenzce. Hutual 1lfferen”@a inixpét between
compunists and socialists in Lurope helned the Torces that were
hostile o the interests of workers.,. 7Thus the dissgnsions between
these two parties were Instrumental In eatablis hink§§§§bist rezime
in nermsny, where the Working class movemsnt is being ruthlessly
x crushed tHoday. Different shades of labour opinion in Furopean
countries and especially in Italy and Germany are seeking rapproache-
ment today. <his has had its repercussions in our country also
and the evidencec of & growing desire for Trade Union unity has
encouraged the All Indla Trade Union Congress to once again take
the fnitistive in the matter. In January 1935 it set up & sub-
cormrittee that was directed to appreach all the trade union groups
in the country in order to devisc ways and means to bring about
unity. A conference was convened at Cawnpore on the 9th March to
discuss this question,but as reprssentatives of the two important
groups did not attend the Conference it could not be held. Since
then some representatives of the All India Trade Union Congress
met some leaders of the N.F., of Trade Unions &8s a result of which
a joint statement was issued from Delhi on the 1<th March 1935
proposing the formation of a Joint Committee (for details vide
pages 64~65 of oug*March 1935 report), where representatives of
the AJ.D.ULC. and b, of Tsdinions could Git and chalk out a
programme of Joint work in trade union field,with clear under-
standing that the two will not indulge in mutual recriminations.
Yinile realising that nothing short of structural unity could
achieve lasting solidarity in the labour movement, the Trade Union
Congress accepted this position as a step forward in the right
Airection. Mr. Shastri then appealed to all labour unions to
sink minor differences and bring about # unity in the labour
movement 1n order to survive the present crisis.
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Orgarisinsg the Feasantry and Youth.- Aflter sebiing 1ts own
houss in orcer, Lhe worlkint closs rust turn 1ts atsention towards
formation of alliances %with other radicel sechtions in the courntry
that have ot an identlecel rmission to fulfil. 1In an essentially
agriculturist country like Inais, the peasantry is one of the wmost
jmportant factors in the strug-le for bread and freedom. The plight
of the Inéian peasantry is no better than that of worlkers in the
cities. They are actually groaning on the one hand under the opres-
sions of parasitic landlords and on the other under the yoke o
foreign domination. lhe miseries that the pessants have besn
subjected to in recent years have made them alive to the necessity
to organise on & class bésis In order that they rmay glve a brawve
fight to those who are exploiting them. Consequently, Xishan
Saﬁghs has besn started in many provinces. These Sanghs &gre yet in
their infancy and they have to be developed on right lines in order
that they may not arift into wrong chiénnedd., They should be guarded
against being dragred towards a poliecy of barren reformism or to-
wards ultra-leftism. Yhe importance of the national strucrle from
the view point of the mssses must be brovwsht home to the peassniry
:nd contacts between wor'ers and pesssnts that have been lgnored
in the past must be established without {urther delay.

¥ext to the peassntry, &nother potent factor in the national
strugzle is that of the educated youth of the counftry, whose aspi-
retions remsin unfulfilled vnder the oresent regime, There is
p-rooted discoentent smons irst foreisn rule—
Siscontent thaf found ibts murifestations frow time o time in the
course of the nationzlist rovement. In them the Indian vworking
cless ean find an ally that can join handsg with 1t in the fight
for national independence. 'The organisation of this class must be
imredis tely taken up in hend with a conscious endeavour to tring

trem closer to the working class 1ldeolosy and programme.

+there fore e e them as

Jor¥ers in Indian

an States .~ The Trade Unilon movement in
npitish Incia has so far neglected the workers in Indian States,
whose plight is even worse than that of the British Indian Worlers.
wTyen the most ordinary legal rights enjoyed by the RBritish Indian
orkers ares Genied to them. They are suffering under the adcition-
al handicap of being ruled by Indian princes, who are not prenared
to sllow them any freedom of organisation and agitation for the
betterment of thelr lot . Trade unlion activities are gesnerally
panned in most of the Indlan states, The Indian working class
should firht for the rizsht of organisation of their fellow worlers
in Indian States. 4“n effort is bteinc made to Veen the subject of
labour lezisletion out of the scope of the Federation. This move
should be vehemenhtly oprosed and the demand should be mut forward
that the laws in native states must be brought into line with those
of Pritish India. The workers of the native states must e made
to preallse that thelr struggle and the strugesle of Rritish Indian
workers 1s a common one.



Orsanisation of the Unemployeda.= Another functior Ehat the
worlins class ras to perform in order to stabilize itas nosition x
ig tre orgenisation the unemployed. The army of the unsmployed

that has been constantly increasing since 1928 has now assumed
terrible prorortions. The Incian Government 1s utterly indifferent
to the problems of unemployment in this country. Hecently, the
International Labour Convention on Unemployment Insurance was
rejected by it. DNow it is the task of the working class to fight
for the rights of unemployed. IMor some time the 411 India Trade
Union Congress has moved in the matter in right egarnegt. On its
initiative, the "Unemployment Day" was celabratedf?ﬁfﬁ% very large
scale throucghout the country, when the problems of the unemployed
came to the fore-front for the first time. This work has now to
be placed on & permanent footing by the formation of Unemployed
leagues throuzhout the country.

Alliance with Congress 3ocialist Partye.- No less important
a group #icoh which the working class should form &n alliance is
the growving recical wing in the Congress, lmown as the Congross
Socialist Farty. This party is the outcome of the deep discontent
that is evident in the rank and file of the Congress, whicgighas
lost 2ll faith in the present Congress leadership and programi
The leaders of the Indiun National Congress, have been crying ~%
from the housetor thit they stand for the economlc emacivation of
the masses snd Tor comblets nutlongl Inderendsnce. ™uf, in acctnzl
vractice, they have zlways been striving fto enter into &4 combromiss
with Imperialism. They have becun to realise that if the national

: has to be fouzght efiectively znd in tre interesth of the

: witrout compromige with Imperialism, the vresent leadership
in the Congress has to be overhsuled &hd a corrsct programme,
clearly erbodying their economic demends, rmst be rlaced bsfore
the masses. The masses have fought under the banner of the Congress
and it is they who hiavs undergone the greatest suffering in the
cause of freedom and as such they have every right to see that the
Congress stands for their interests, Lherefore, without wrecling
the Congress, its ideology and rrogramme have to be revolutionised.
The formation of the Congress Jocl&alist Party is & practicel
manifestation of this radicalisation. The Indian working class
should form an alliance with this radical group in the Congress.
Juch an alliance has larsaay been in progress since the party
came into existence and a pact was concluded between the A.I.T.U.C.
and the Congress docisalist Prarty last year. Gtembers of this party
have begun to take active interest 1n the Trade Unlon Novement.
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Labour and Future iars.- The impending world war is yet
another important factor that makes it incumbent upon the working
class to consclidate its position. During the last Areat Var of
1914=-1218, workers of every country fell a prey to imperialist
diplomacy &and under a false sense of nabionalism they fousht for
their rulers and butchered their fellow woriers in other countries.,
In Incie too, multltudes of worlers and peasants joinéd the army




and fsuqhy for the preservation of foreizn domination., lhe war
offered & golden opportunity to India to strive for its freedom.
rut cue to lack of proper orgerisation and consciousness among the
reople, that cpportunity could nobt be availed of. <+he then leaders
of Indian nationalism too dic¢ not rise equal to the occasion. lhey
joined hands with imperialism and placed all the resources of the
country at their disposal, This time the workers must resolutely
refuse to participate in fthe war and they should fully avail
themse lves of the oprortunity, whensoever it offers itself, of
achieving independence. «ith that object in view, reauisite
prevarstions must now be set on foot. A country-wide campaign,
warning th: musses ¢i°  «r dangers must be started by the vorking
class in co-operation with obther anti-imperialist grours in the
country.

nenerel Strike .- Mr. Shastri s2id that concitions in &all
industries eSﬂec1ally the reliways,warrantet the orgéenisation of a
general strike since there was nc other way of improving the

conaltion 0oi the workers.

Resolutions.- The following 1s & sumuary of the more imporatant

Constifutio ooonoE Tyt ogel e lorrd
nep tT8 G enweber Dorirdom Chuons oi L, in any way, free the
Indian working v other opresscd exploited classses from

m

Liee contirued economic expleitation and pelitical bondage.

fore, this Congres s emph&atically condemns the India 111 as an

G
attack on the movement for national liberation. This Congress is
of ooipio thet Capbure o' political power by the oppressed masses
is the essential condition for real national freedom.

This Congress further declares that any constitution, worked
out by the spolkesmen of tha Pritish 28) and their allies in India,
wi:1l not Le accertable to the Indian recrle, This Congress main-
tains that none but the Indian reople have the right to frame the
future constitution of free India &nd the fundamental laws of <.
free National State cén only be forrmlated through the National
constituent Assembly, the only demoeratic organ of vower of the
Tndian crressed masses!

Basic FPrinciples of Future Constitution.- "This Congress
reiterates trhe followlng Pasic principles ol the constitution of aL
FPree Inaia &s formulated by the Cawnpore JSession of the A1l India
Traece Union Congress:

1. Transfer of all power to the obressed and exploited masses.
2. tbolition of Indian States anu parasitic landlordism.

&. Freecom of peasintry from-s#¥ ecxploitation and exactionbso
that the greater part of their surplus production remains in their
hand .

4, ¥ationalisation of land, public utilities, mineral resources,
vanls, end all otrer yey industries in the counsry. )
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5., Unconditional repudiation of all debts contracted by the
forelgn Government,

6., Improvement of the condition of the industrlal workers through
the introduction of minimum wage standardas, limited hours of work,
insurance against unemployment, 0ld sge and sickness and maternity and
soclal legislation for general protection of labour.

7. Control of the economic life of the country by the oppreé%d
masses to guarantee that the fruits of national freedom will not be
usurped by the fortunate few,

8, Abolition of indirect taxation and introduction of free com-
pulsory primary education,

9, Preesdom of the preas, speech, assoclation, expression and
assembly,

10. Abolition of all other charges, except a unitary tax, on the
peasantry,

Labour to Contest Elections.~ One impram important resolution
authorized the Bxecutive of the Congress to arrange for contesting the
Labour Constltuencymx seats in the Provineial Councils provided under
the new Constitution,

Unemployment.~ "This Congress views with great alarm the increas-
ing unemployment among the working masses brought sbout by the sharp~
ening of the world economlc crisis and the fall of sgricultural prices,
which accentuated the political corisis in the ecountry. This Congress,
therefors, reslises the necessity for alleviating the sufferings of
the wnemployed and proposes the following irmediate lines of action:

(a) The setting up of unemployed workers' councils composed of
the delegates elected by the district or provincial unemployed workers'

councils in—woricitng—oleeow adews under the centralised leadership of
the Asl+TeUeCe

(b) The Councils to draw up their demands and to link them up
with the demands of the unemployed workers,

"Further, this Congress draws the attention of the constituent
elementa of the Trade Union Congress to the dire necessity for propa-
gating amongst the umemployed masses the basic causes of unemployment
and emphasls hat the entire wiping out of unemployment will not take
place 80 long“as there is no radical reconstruction of the Indian
soclal structure".

Office Bearers.~ The following office-bearers were elscted for
1935;= President: Mr. R.S. Ruikar; Vice-Presidents Messrs. WJawahar-
lal Genguly, S.P. Agasthi, Ali Bahsdur Khan, and Abaji Salunka;

General Secretarys Mr. Rs.A. Khedglkar; Treasurers Mr, S.H.Jhaba~
walla.

1936 Session of the A.I.T«TUele~ It i2 understood that the next

session of the All-India Trade Unlon Congress will meet at Bombay in
1836,

(The Indian Labour Journal, 28~4~1935).



Trade Union Unity: =n sll-Peries Conference

held at Calcutta, 21-4-1985.

According to press reports, a Un;ﬁy Conference of renresentsz-
{f/l :\u ‘%vf,’/g,k(%( {350 ! é_'ﬁ; ;, N BO'.Md S ﬂ‘ﬁt P f‘).ﬂjr Uw«m ‘(Rm{)’p
tives of -=#%F the %&be&avepa“n%sat&ea&-dhaeh participated in the

&4* ki

14th session of the A4l1ll India irade Unlon Conszress which opened
on 20-4-35 was held at Calcutta on 21-4~-1258 under the president-
ship of Pandit bParihar Nath Zhastri. The following resolution

was adopbed:-

"In view of the increasing capitalist and imperialist offemsive
ir tre counbry against the Inaisn workine class, this conference
of tre rerresentztives of the 411 Inaia Trade Unlcon “Yonosress and
the Red Trade Union Uongress realising the urgent need of trade
union unity with & wview to immediutely chalk out an effective
programme of mass action to meet the increasing imperialist and
capitalist offensive, resolves to arrive at tﬂe following agreement
between htremselves as & basis of irade Union Uniby:-

1. The sacceptance oi the vrinciple of class strincle

Fng . , " . . - e
Z - PN T .0 bo e Lie centra 1 or “’Anlsat}l on of the Indian
workln; cLass.

3. (a) *he principle of one urion in one irdusitry to be acceptec
by the united organisation. The constitusnts of the Red Trade
Union Congress will be affiliated to the 41l Inclia Trade Union
Congress #1lthin a month fron this period.

(v) The cuestion of amalzemation of parallel Unions will be
dealt with by a Sub-committee appointed by tihe A1l India Trade
Tnion Congress after the amalgamation of the All Tndia Trade Union
and the Red Trade Uniocn Congress has taken place,

4. No affiliation to any foreign organisation.

5. The auestion of sending dnl° gcates to Jeneva to be decided
by a majority each yeur in the T.U. C.

6. Bvery group or party in the All-Indla Trade Union Congress
shall have LQD right of free propaganda and criticism consistent
with the u1501p11pe of the #11 Indie& Trade Union Congress and #the
affiliated unionswithout indulging in mutual recrwmlnation.ﬁo
far as action is concerned, the decision of the majorityto be
tinding on all affiliated unions and persons connected with the
affiliated unions.

"This conference realising the immediate necessity for unity
with the Mational Trades Union federation,welcomes the formation
of a joint committee &s explédned in the jolnt statement of Nr.
Farihar Yath 3hastri and kr. Ruikar as a step in the direction of
Prade Unlon Unity (vide rages 64-6% of our March 1935 report) and -
areges uron the AJ.1'.U.C0. representatives in the joirt comnittee to
strive for unity with th _?ederafion on the ab is"

LSt au Caborn xak, 28-4-(239).

(\(Dn



All RBengel Mte «orkers' Conference,Calcubta,l1935.v7

%

The All RBengal Jute “orkers' Conference was hela at Caleutta
on 19-4=35 under the presidentship of ¥r. &,%, Nimbkar. The
Conferance was attendeé/besides 2 large number of jute workers

to trs 111 India Trade "nion Concress held ag

04

by the deleas s te:

Calcutta on 20-4-35, ¥r. 1.3.¥imbkar przzidzxt in the course of
his presidential specch, laid stress on the numbrical strength of
the Bengal jute workers who numbered :bout 250,000 @2nd urged the
jute workers to unitc, as this, the speuler s=ic, was the only way

Lo pedress thely csrievances. In th&t connectlon the speuker also

agvised the Jlube, cotton #nd texbti '« workeps to fisht their strug-
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2, they would not he zble to improve their

withoubt which, he szl
gkatus in mture. In conclusion the speaker appe:led to the workers

to sink all their petty disputes and assemile on 2 common nlatform

to davit eons bo safsousrd thelr ewm interes'is

j?n&ﬁ/x /(Q ggf.‘”‘,

Jeth Shestri, R.3.NRuikar, Pathak and othere
also addrassed the gathering &nd conveyed greetings to the Pengal

Jute worlers on Lehalf of thelr respective Unions.

Resolutions ¢~

The Conference adopted several ressolutions regarding the gens-
ral dpn ngpmy tle worlers and th675p601f10 demands of the jute
worke Ik A< 00nm1ttce was formed consisting of seven members
to invesk é%%ﬂ 3 u the conditions of jute workers and to organise

ke unibns sy

0 equrd their interests.

(The mrita Bazar Patrika ,25-4~35)



Economic Conditions.

furel Indebtedness in ¥apuarthala State:

Coon _
Relief Measurss Adopted:"Begar" Abolished s
EAY

Hith the object of amellorating the financial and economic
condition of his zemindar subjects, providing facilities for market-
ing their produce by the construction of pucca roads in rural areas,
removing the prevailing indebtedness ©y advances of big sums to
zemindars as taccavi loans, and introducing up-to-date scientific
methods of agriculture, His Highress the ¥aharaja of Xapurthala
has sancftioned the following measures s~

Forced Labour Cess Abolished.~ Hag-ul-Enidmat(or forced Q,sgﬁgx

labour cess), at present.rezlised at the rate of Rs., 3-10 per sent '
of the land revenue will be entirely abolished forthwith.

Reduction in Land Hevenue.- A suitable reduction in the land
revenue rxLes nss been sancbtioned @Zna will come into force from the
next Rabi collections of 1992 Bikrami (A.D. 1935). Irrors in the
classIfication of lesnds resulting in undue increase in the land
revenue may be rectified after aue investigation, for which the
services of an experienced Hevenue Of'ficer, who was one of the
members of the InQuiry Commission, have been reguisitioned and he
has already taken this work in hand.

Agricultural Loans.- It has been decided to advance taccavi
loans on & liberal scale and it is hoped to set apart & 100,000
rupees for this murpose during the current year for the supply of
seed, purchase of cattle and sinking of wells.

Rural Indebtedness.- To remove the prevalling indebtedness
of the agriculburists a committee has been set up to examine this
subject and submit concrete proposals, keeping in view the interests
of sahukars and zemindars, on receipt of which sultable measures
will be promulgated.

Constriction of Roads,- The annual income accruing from the
exclse auty g;(sugar manufactured in the State will be utilissd

exclusively the construction of roads ana the supply of sugar-
cane and seed to the agriculturists.

(The Statesman, 16-4-1935),
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State_aid to Industries in U. P. : Committee

Submits Report. -

Reference was made &t pages 57-28 of our November 1934 report
to the aprointment by the Government of the United Provinces of a
Committee of banking and commercial experts with 3ir Sorabji Pochkhanw-
walla as chairman to examine the question of financisl aid to indus-
tries in the Province and to consider, inter a}ii the recommendations
of the Industries Reorganisation Bormittee on the subject. It is now
under-stood that the Committee has recently presented an unanimous
report which meets with the general approval of the Government. Thoulh
1its recormendations and findings have not yet been made public, it
ia understood that the followlrs are sue nf ftre more important recoms
mendations:

Tstablishment of an Industrial Bank.- The Committee has

recommended, firstly, the establishment of an industrial bank for the
U.P.)with headguarters at Cawnpore and branches at 1mportant industrial
centres of the rrovince, for supplying long term credit to major and
minor industries. The capital of the bank will Le Rs. 2,5 millions

and it will work mostly with long term deposits. It seems the
Committee has &lso recommended that & dividend of 4 per cent must be
cuaranteed by Government.

Help to Cotbage Industries.,- As regards cottage industries, it

is stated that the cifficulties which stemd in the way of their pro-
gress @re not only those of finance but also of sales of manufactured

goods. *he C(Committee is, therefore, reported to have recomrended



the formation of a marketing board, which will provide finance to
artigans either individually or through co-operative socileties.
These societies will rurchase tne articles manufactured by them
and rush on their sales, The capital of the marketing board will be
Rs. 500,000 which will be underwritten by the bank.

Formation of Stock Exchange .= Further, the Committee seems

to have recomrended the formation of a Stock Exchange at Cawnbvore
in order that the shares and debentures of the companies ®f formed

in the U.F. might find a ready sale.

(The Times of Indiz, 8-11=35),

Relief of “mral Indebi=sdcness:

Five United Frovinces Lecislative Measures.t”

Attention is dirsctasd to pages £22-44 of rart VII of the United

Provinces reths, cuteu 27-4-1955, where are published the

following five lecislative measures, paéssed by tre U.P.lesislative
Council with a view to relieve rural indebtedness in the Province.
411 the five measures received the Assent of the Governor feneral

on 10-4-1935:

1. The United Provinces Agriculturists' Relief 4ct, 10834
(Passed on 1lth December 1954).

2. ®he U.P.Regulation of 3ales fict, 1034 (Passed on 10-2-34).

3, The TT.P.incumbered Estates Act,1934 {(Passed on 8-12-34).

4, The U.P.Temporary Regulation of ELxecution Act,1934 (Passed
on 10-12-34).

5, The Usurious Loans (U.P.Amendment) Act, 1934 (Passed on
15th Novembter 19354).



competition between HMatch TFPactories in Indian States

and British India.

In the excerpts from the proceedings of the Committee of the
Rombay Chamber of Commnerce during February last, it is stated
among other things that, in January last, the Chamber recelved a
copy of a joint revprssentation thut had been submitted to the
novernrent of India by the Incian bkatch Manufacturers' Association
and the Western India NMatch Company, Ltd., in re~srd to the compe~
tition of match factories situated in certaln Indian 3tates with
mamiféacturers of matches in British India. It vas submitted (1)
that the Central Tovernment should use every endeavour to prevail
on trose 3bates snich wers levyine Import dubty on wg2fches on the
amount of the excise duty to waive such duby; and (2) that, if this

-

reprasentation should fail, the same duty should bte levied on
matches imported into British Indiz from a State as was levled by

that 3tate on matches manufacitured in Fritish India entering the

The Committee addressed the Government of Inuia in support of

the first of the abovementioned submissions.

Rupber Stautistics of India, 1933,

RRBANBLEDHN ZXAXKIIXIEX, -

Aresa and Mumber of Plantations.- The number of rubber planta-

(93]

tions in India during 19535, according to the latest fiqures, vas
4,637, covering an area of 255,427 ecres, as acainst 5,142 with an

zrsa of 266,100 acres, in the precedingz yesar. New lands planted



(S

with rubber in the estates during 1935 amountod to 6,920 acres,

and the arse of old cultivation abandoned amounted to 9,910 acres,

showine a net decrease of 2,990 acres, on the total area of 180,049

acres in 1932, The total area under rubber in the year under

review was thus 177,059 acres, whic? is about two per cent below

the area of the previous year, and of this area only 76,181 acres

were tapped., Of the total area under cultivation, 59 per cent was

in Purma, 28 per cent in Travancore, seven per cent in HMadras, five
Cochin W e

per cent in 8mmrE and XY one perhin Coorg and Mysore.

Production Statistics.- Tre total productior of raw rubber

during the year is reported to be 12,915,162 1b. (Hevesa 12,531,357
lb.

1b., Cearz 148,625/and  TFicus elastica 255,200 1b,) as acainst
6,061,086 1. (Hevsa €,208,70C lb. #drnc Ceara 175,82€ 1b.) =2 yexr

270, The yleld per acre of tapped asrea was 174 (acgsinst 186 1b.
in 1932)g in Purna) 171 (against 147 1b.), in Travancore, 151 (

areinst 70 1b.) in Geewm/Cadras and Mpu3(e garmoh b9Lh ) (it bam

Number of Vorkers.- The daily avera-e nuvber of persons

employed in the plantaftions durian 19535 was returned at 14,128, of
whom 10,996 were permenently employed and 3,132 temporarily, as
comparsd with 8,239 (6,840 permenent and 1,399 temporiry) in the

ding y24r.

- Y

prec

[

.

zxports .- The exports of rubber by sea from India to foreign
countries during 1955-32 amounted to 17,2 million 1b., as comparsd
with 7.5 million 1b. in the vreceding year. The United ¥, ngdom
absorbed XRX 19.6 per cent, the 3traits Settlement 45.5 per cent,
Ceylon 20.7 per cent, fermany 2.1 per cent and the United States
of fmericu 7.6 per cent of the total exports. Purma accounted for
50.3 per cent, ladras 53.9 per cent and Travancore 5.8 per cent of
the total trade.

(The Statesman, 1-4-~19355).,
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Industrial Development of Ceylon:

Ten-~Yesr FPlan Froposed. .

4n important step in bthe way of Ceylon's economic progsress is
the introcuction of the Statistics Zill in the near future by the
Executive Lomaittee of labour, Industry and Comrerce. The Pill is
Hoar
to be foundation of the economic survey recomrended by 3ir Sorabjil

Fachknanawala in the course of his report on Cesylon's credit and

vanling facilities, &nc will help to cather all informztion necessary

b}

for the resuscitation of trade and inaustry in the Island.Fehind h

<

the proposed sconomic survey 1s a ten-ye:r plan of econoric recons-
truction wrhich tre Sxecubive Cowmwittes promoses to launch in the
mesT futuns

PAESARAY ]

¥uch of the cvreliminary spads work for ths ten-yszr vlan has
alecady vesn done. The first step was the survey of the Panlking
Comridssion vnaer oir Sorabjii Fochkhanawala., The second shep was the

t of the services of Fr. =.G.Champion, of the Forest Service

to undertale 2 survey of Ceylon's forests in order to

thelr wealth scientifically. The third step was the asking
of ¥Mr. 2.Guha from Bengal to undertale an industrilal survey in
order to exrlore the possibilifties of starting industrial enter-

~riscs based on the Island's raw products.

(The limes of India, 22-4=35),



The Deccan ‘griculturists! Relief (Amendment)Rill, 1955,

{B111 Yo.X of 1935).,

The following is the text of the 8tatement of Objects and
Reasons and the operative section of the Deccan Apriculturists!
Relief (Amendment) Rill, 1935, which was introduced in %re

RPombay legislative Council on 27-5-19055 by ¥r. M.H.fazde

STATELTNT COF ORJECTS AXD REASQONS.

The money lenders in “ind have been Yeeplins three sets of
tooks one for thne Income-tax Department and the other for the
debtors and tre trird for themselves. Iihe poor and ignorant
arpiculturists are rersuaded to pass sevarsl recsints and documents
for & single transaction and the creditors hold them responsible
for each receipt or docurment sebarutely. To rut & stop to this
practice vhich is detrimental to the interest of the agriculturists
the parly introduction of this weasursx is nacessary.

}{Qm«Prcvisionﬁ of the Pill: Creditor to I'urnish “tatement of

Account of Debtors! Transactions.,

In chapter IIT & section 1SR shall bz adied, whichk should

S, -1 - L2

un s underi-

"15R. i ereditor shall,in order to comply with the provisions
of this ict sbhalds furnish every year # the Court within the
local 1limits of whose Jurisdiction defendant or any of the defen-
dants resides with a legible statement of account sirgned by the
creditor or his agent of any utalance or amount that may be out-
standing &gainst each debtor on the Slst Decerber in each year.
This statement of account sball include all transactions relating
to the loans entered into during the 12 months to which the
gstatement relates and shall be sent in such manner and in such
form with such details as the local Government may prescribe. In
case of Lwe non-compliance efklbﬂ rrovisions of the section the
gourt shall dismiss the suit!



Employment and Unemnloyment. K,g?

Problem of Educuated Unemployed: legislative

Assembly Guestions.

A series of questions regarding the problem of educstad un-
employed in Indila were asked in tihe Jegislative Lssembly during
question hour on 27-5-55. Pelow are reproduced the Questions and
the answers ﬂ@reto:-

¥Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta: (a) Has the attention of Jovernment
been drawn to tre fact Lthat the problem of unemployment amongst

the Rhadraloke (educated midcdle class)classes throushout India is
becomlng more &nd more actike?

{b) Has the Governrent made any arrangement for having reliable
statistics about the number, status, education ana other rticulars
of the unemployed?

{¢) +hat remedisal measures, 1 any, have been suczvested and
formilated by Zovernment for tre 3o0lubtion of the problem? ‘hat
steps réve feitu@lly tean bulen o lwve efifect &0 fhe same in the

provinces?

ank Foycs:  (a) covernrent are awzre that

The Fonoursble IZir Ir
N =TT i,\ P ] 1 ‘1 o p v— — . s - . s o
midcle class’ unemployment is causing consicerable anxlety.

(b} &n attempt was made, &t the 1951 Census, to obtain fisures
of unemrloysd gradustes bub 1t did not yield any setisfactory
results.

{c)is the Honourable liember aprears to be aware, the question
is one thrat primarily concerns the Frovinclal Governments and a
number of them have appolnted special Committess to consider the
aquestion in recent years. 1t i8 impossible for me bto give any
indication of the wvarious steps sugecested by these Committees
within the limits of a reply to & gquestion, nor am I in possession
of a recoru of the steps taken. The opportunity was taken to
discuss the subjiect at the Fifth Industries Conference in Simla
in 193& and a sumnary of the views exoressed and the delliberations
will te found on pages 121 to 134 of Pulletin FWo.50 of the Rulletins
of Indian Industries &and ILabour, & copy of which is in the Iibrary.
Partly &s a result of their deliberations, Local Governments weres
recently addressed on the subject of educationsl reconstruction
by the Devartment of Tducation, Fealth and lLands.

¥r., 3. Jatyarmrti: Are the %overnment of Indis tarins any
steps, thereforz, to relieve unemployment among the middle classes,
or, to the best of their knowledsze, huve any local fovernments
taken any steps positively to relieve widdle class unemployment?




The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce; Sir, I can only sugwest that
my Fonourable friend should study the Local fGovernments' records
on the subject. It may be of interest to him to know that of the
governor's Frovinces, Pengal, Yadras, the Punjab, the Unlted
Frovinces, Assam and Powbay have held enduiries into middle class
unemployment and the Governrent of Bihar and Orisss are now about
to hold such an enquiry. I think my Honourable friend is also
prebably aware that in the United Provinces an enquiry comnittee
is at rresent sitfing under the chairmanship of 3ir Tej Rahadur
Sapru. 1 am absolutely certain bhaet, with Sir Tej Rahadur Sapru as
Chairman, that committee is bound to produce & wmost useful report.

Mr. 8. Satyamurti: Apart from enw iries and committees, will
the Tonouratle Temter® state whether any single ster has been
taken either by the Government of Inuia or any Local Governments
to thelr knowledge to relieve midile cless unemployment?

The Honourable Sir Frank Noyce: I cannot possibly say in reply
to & suppleméntary question what local fovernments have dqd
implement the recommendations made by the various8 committees I

have mentionsd,

¥r. T.3.Avinashilingam Thetliar: Iow lor~ have they Dbeen
doaling w1t ©thig problem?

The Nonouratls Sir frenk Woyce: TH »111 ro on en~sginz the
attenition of trhe Local Uovernments until they are neszrer a solu-
tion of a problem which T admit is serious.

Mr. ¥N.M.Joshl: MNay I ask, what steps have “overnrment talken
to collect ztatistics I*e;;_ar'u:m_,D unemrloyment after their failure
to get statistics in the lust census?

The FHonourable <ir Frank Noyce: I can say that it is
impossible to &ascertain the numizsr of unemployed at any time
vithout & census of the most elaborute kind. It is guestionable
whether it would be possible to get reliable statistics by means
of a census, owing to the ulfilculuy of discriminating between
voluntary &anda involuntary unemployment. e &ll k¥now the problem
is there, and I Go not think that the collection of statistics
would help tovards its solution.

Kr. V.li.Joshls Nay I ask whether the TSovernment of India are
aware thit they have undertalren to supply fisures relatinea to
vnemployment to the Internatlonal labour 0Office on account of
having ratified the convention passed ait at the washington
Confer-nce?

e Honcurable sir Trank Noyce: I think my HMonourable friend
nad betler pul down a questlon on that sublect.

. Jatyamurtli: i1l Government consider the suggestion of
Lin g ol These educated unemployad and trainine them
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ancG gngaging them in eradicetins the colossal illiteracy in this
country?

The Honourable Jir Frank Noyece: That, Sir, is & matter for
1ocal overnments. 1 do not mow whether you, 3ir, will permit
me to teke a 1little more time than I misght otherwise be allowed
to take in replyinc to & surplementary cduestion, bub 1t may be of
interest to the House to know what the conclusions of the Indus-
tries Conferince of 195% on this subject were. They held that:

"(1) Tre true remedy for unemployment amongst the middle
classes, as indeea gmongst othar classes, is the rapld development
of the resources of the country.

(2) In most provinces an undue proportion of the resources
aveilable is being devoted Xm to purely literary education,
particularly in the higher grades.

(3) an industrial bias from the earliest stages would be
useful in changing the general outlook of the educated classes,
(4) All possible new careers for instance, in the Army, the

Yavy, ¥ercantile Karine, Civil Aviation, etc., should be opened
up to Incian educated young men &s rapidly as possible”

Frol. W.~.Ranga: 111 the advisability
28 ectabilshin-g = el - 3 acrye the meeds of
the midile cluss une ployed?

The Yonour&ble ir Trank Foyce: I thirl tret is more 4 matter
for the [0ca. Jovernments then for Lre Novermrens of Tndis .,

{Pages 2841-2840 vol. III of 1955 of the legislative Lssembly
Tetiutes) .



PUBLIC FRALTH o

Health Conditions in Jharia Coal lines, 19335-34% ..

The Annual Report on the working of the Jharia Mines Board of
Health for the year lQob-Sﬁ)published by the Government of Bihar and

Orissi,gives the following details regarding health conditions in the

coal mine area in Jharia:

Jharia Mines Settlement, - The estimated porulation for 19233
(excluding Dhanbad Municipality) is 516,164. The estimated popula-
tion is arrived at by applying the annual increment to the last
census flgures. There were 16,112 births (8,144 males and 7,968
females) during 1933 as compared with 16,704 (8,574 males and
8,130 females) in the previous year. The rate of birth per mille
was 31.21 against 32.68 in 1932, <The death rate showed s decrease
by 2.34, there being 6,886 deaths (3,659 males and 3,227 females) as
against 8,012 deaths (4,241 males and 3,771 females) in 1932. ~<he
death-rate per mille was 13.34 as against 15.68 in the previous
year., [Ihe rate of increase of population, i.e. the excess of birth-
rate was 17.87 in 1933 while that of 1932 was 17.01.

Colllery Population, - According to the report, the average
Gailly labour force employea in lUoo was 52,552 as compared with
56,390 in 1932. Of these, 50,031 men and 5,321 women were under-
ground workers and 12,756 men and 4,240 women were above ground
workers. The total number of births in 1933 among the collisry
population was 1,864 as against 1,942 in 1932, the rate per mille
teing 17.8 against 17.22 in the previous year., <The total number of
deaths came to 1,016 ag against 980 in 1932 and the death rate per
mills was 9.7 as compared with 8.68 in 1932. During the year
under review, there were 36 cases of cholera with 7 deaths and 384
cases of small-pox with 15 deahts. There wers Z& 29 deaths from
influenza during the year. 547 accidents, were reported in 1933 of
which 83 were fatal, 362 reported as recovered, and 102 minor as
against 88 fatal, 337 reported as recovered and 104 minor glving
a total of 529 in 1932,

Dhanbad Municipality e~ The scheme for the construction of
ma jor drains in Jharia was taken over from the District Board in
1931, a sum of Rs. 12,240 being allotted by the Jharia ¥ines Board
of flealith for its completion. At the end of July 1935 the work
was under the disposal of the Executive Engineer, Public Health
tircle. The conservancy arrangements undertaken by the Munlcipality
were satisfactory though no headway was made in extending the
services.

% Jharia Wines Poard of Health - Annual Report for 1933-34 Dby the
Chairman, Jharia Nines Roard of Health., - Printed by H.Chatterjeec at
the Art rress, Dhanbad.l935, pp.2848



Water Supply.~ In the course of the year, £ collieries were
connected to the Jharia Water PBoard mains, bringing the total number
of connected Collieries to 173. Ten working collieries still remain
unconnected. At the June and July Heeting of the Board the guestion
of these unconnected collieries was closely gone into and it was
decided that it was not feas.ble to bring pressure to bear on the
collieries %o make them take connection, they being small collieries,
usually ®ith no resident Labour force.

Housing in Colliery Areas.- The depression in the Coal industry
x® had its aflect upon the housing of the labourers. The Board could
only insist that existing dwellings should be kept in good repair,
but many of them could well be replaced by houses of a better type.
*he moratorium first granted in 1926 still continued in force.

The nu ber pf permanent licenses in 1933 was 21,086 as compared to
22,312 in 1932.

Food Adulteration.. During the year 104 prosscutions were
made under the Food and Drugs Adulteration Act of which 86 ended in
convictions, 10 were dropped as the accused could not be XZxER®X traced,
2 were withdrawn and 6 were pending at the end of the year.

Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme.- Owing to the financial
stringency in the Zoal Andustry, 1t has not been possible to extend
the Maternlty and Child #elfare 3cheme, which covers only part of
the @balfield. The work oi tre midwives (who are employed by the
Collieries) has not been so satisfactory. It seems difficult to
obtain the services of sultable women who are willing to fit in with
local conditions.

The duties of the midwives and Health Visitors ars not confined
to attending child birth, Bvery encouragement is given to the indi-
genous dais to undergo training and they attend the cases under the
supervision of the midwives. Antenatal and postnatal care of the
mothers, and supervision of the health of the children are included
in their duties. The Victoria ¥emordsal Scholarships Fund continued
to subscribe Rs., 25 per month during the year, and the Roard allotted
Rs. 4,000 for the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme. A number of
indigenous dais who had attsnded sufficient lectures and had been
under swperwized-x training for a long period were examined, and
five of them were given certificates authorising them to practise
locally. +hen the financial depression 1ifts it 1s hoped to extend
this system to all indigenous dais, and then to obtain Government
sanction for power to prosecute uncertificated dais who are found
practising. The Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme is well recelved
by Colliery Vanagers and others connected with the Industry, who
obviously appreciate the beneflts conferred on the women and children
of the labourers. Only shortage of funds is holding up development.

Leprosy Rellef Scheme.- The Roard subscribed Rs.l,500/- to the
Dhanbad and District Leprosy Relief Fund, in whose hands all ILeprosy
work in the Sub-division is now concentrated.The Chlef Medical
Of{icer is Honorary 3ecretary of the Fund and has supervised all
the ILeprosy work throughout the year.

(The Health conditions in Jharia WMines during 1932-33 are
reviewed at pages 60=-83 of our November 1933 report).
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CO-OPERATION

Co-operation in Travancore: Recommendations of Enquiry
3/

Committee,

Reference was made &t pages 61-62 of our January 1933 report to
the appointment by the Government of R Travancore of an enquiry
committee, under the Presidentship of Nr. G.K.Devadhaq)to report on
the progress of the Co-operative movement in the State and to make
recommendations for future development. The Committee has recently
submitted its report (A copy of the Report was sent to Geneva with
this Office's minute D.2/704/35 dated 21-3-1935) ,The following are
the recommendations of the Gommittee as regards women and colopera- -
tion, students aﬁdlco-operation agg co-operation as a remédy for
agricultural indebtedness.

Women and Co~operation.- The Co-operative Department and the

public should bestow greater attention on the expansion of co-opera-
tive movement among Women.

Students and Co-operation.= 1.'Wﬁen the wvarious schools start
independent store societies they should conveniently be linked to a
central organisation.

2, Thrift or compulsdry saving societies should be started in
schools and colleges for the benefit of the teachers and the taught.

5. Sultable changes should be effected in the curricula of |
studies to provide for the study of co-operative subjects. |

4, Co_operation should be a compulsory subject in High Schools.
. !
Rural Reconstruction and Redemption of Agricultural Indebtedness:
- 1. A special staff should be made available to the Registrar to ]
undertake and carry on rural reconstruction work. Societies should
devote for such work 10 to 15 per cent of their annual profits
accordlng to their capacity. : s

- 2. Colonisation Societies should be organlsed to solve unem= !
ployment. : |

3. A marketlng officer should be appointed and he should be =

get trained under the chief marketing offlcer of the Imperial B

- Council of Agricultural Research, ‘ o B
D) Report of the Co-operative Endulry Commlttee -1954 eTrivandrum:~‘§
Printed by the Superintendent, Government Press, 1935. Pp.379.
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4, A scheme of compulsory orgenisation of co-operative socie-
ties for cultivators should be undertaken by the Co-operative

Department.

5., A vigorous co-operative scheme for the industrialisation and
for the promotion of supplementary occupation should be inltlated
by the Co-operative Department.

6. Agricultural Associationsas in Bengal and Deccan should be
organised.

7. Overdue and time-~-barred loans in co-operative societies
should be glven extensions of time.

8. There should be & general reduction of rate of interest
ordinary as well as penal,

9 —A-simider-systemof--insolvency-—law shoxrld~be~introduced.

. Members of Co=operative Societies also should be enabled to
get the benefit of any scheme of general reduction of total indeb-
tedness with the help of Co-operative Department {gonciliation Boards,
to be set up for their relief by the Reglsbrarc

1D. Co-operative Societies should conduct & x® vigorous educa-
tional propaganda on a country-wide scale for eradicating extravagant
social expendlture.

1%. Degm Conciliation Boards may befset up and amount of debt
for repayment should be compounded at 65 per cent of the total debt.

&

13, Banks and co-operative Societies should be compelled to
utilise their resources built by them out of their projects to wipe
off the agrlculturlsts debt and reduce their volume.

l@. Industrial indebtedness should also be 11qu1dated by
conciliation boards.

\L,n.“‘__,.,..'. A
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Progress of Co-operative Movement in Burma,1953~3irv/

Stetistics of Societies and Membership.-~ According to the
anmial Report on the Working of the Co-operative Societies Act in
Burma for the year ended 30~6-1934, there were 2,165 societies of
all kinds at the close of the year under review as against 2,335 at
the close of the previous year. Of the 2,165 societies, 11 were
Central Banks, 145 non-agricultural credit societies, 1,462 agricul-
tural credit societies and 547 other societies. The total member-
ship of the 2,165 societies was 75,592 as against 76,662 during
1932-35 .

ceneral Features.~ The Department's activities were confined
to liquication work (including the administration of land and otler
properties that came into the possession of the liquidators),
weeding out hopeless societies and arbitration cases. Great diffi-
culty was experienced in getting cash repayments from members due
to scarcity of cash resulting from the low price of agricultural
produce, especilally at harvest. Another difficulty was the work in
connection with the administration of lands in the possession of the
liquidators. Amidst these difficulties, reconstruction of certain
societies which had reduced their outside 1liabilities to one-tenth
of their totadl working capital and had the necessary elements for
their future efficient working, was undertaken, with good resul_)
by reducing the rates of share instalments and by empowering the
Committee to extend loan instalments, judging by the earning capacity
of each member, after suitably amendmng their by-laws.

The method of repayments in kind in the areas served by the
Prome District Central Bank continued to work with great satisfac-
tion. This system was also ddopted in the Pegu and Henzada District
Bank areas but without as much success as in the Prome Bank area.
This system enabled the members to sell their produce at a much more
favourable price than might have been obtained for it, if it were ]
sold at the usual time by the members themselves, and it also enabled
the Bank to get a higher percentage of repayment |

v
4
i

Ooutlook for the Future.~- The view that the future outlook of the
Co-operative movement is not discouraging has been fully substantiakzg
-ted by the fact that, in spite of the continued setbacks and ;
"gepression", new societies of various types (as many as 15), were '
registered during the year. They sprang up spontaneously and the
Department assisted them only in technical matters. Schemes sketching
the mein lines on which the future working of the Department should
run are being formulated in consultation with Government. AsSxX soon as.
the principles of those schemes are approved, the attention of the ‘
Department will be directed towards the successful materialization of

~the plans, and the drawing up of the methods of working in detail, ‘
keeping in mind the mistakes of the past, will be.undertaken. Regret

i1s expressed that during the crisis of collapse when more hands are

- necessary to save the situation from further downfall,necessity is
felt, for financial reasons, to retrench the number of-field workers.:
, tReport on the working of the Co-operative Qocieties Act in Burma = |
‘for the year 1933-~34 - Rangoon: Supdt., Govt.Printing and Statlonery,§
Burma-1935 Price - R3.1-8=2s5.3d. -  PPa214 Liv. :
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Co-operative Conference in the Punjab:

Future Policy Enunciated, v

A Conference presided over by H.E. the Governor of the Punjab
was held at lahore on 15, 20 and 26-3~1935 to consider the main linesz
of policy to be followed in future.by the Co~operative lMovement in
the Province. The conference included, besides the Minister and |
officials immediately concerned, a majority of non-officials, ooth 1
Members of the Legislative Councii and prominent co-~operators. i
Criticisms of the working of the department were invited, and the ‘
difficulties with which the movement was faced were explained,
together with the steps‘being taken ﬁo overcome those difficulties.
Certain practical suggestions were made, on which the Registrar
was directed to take action.

The main decisions of the Conference are'givenvbelow:

Consolidation of Holdings.= 1t was agreed that this work v
was of so beneficial a character that it should be pushed forward _
with all possible energy. Hitherto the work has been done in o
the Punjab through the agency of Co-operative Societies, and it was |
agreed that the process should be continued, but that an experiment
should also be made of direct consolidation through a special
revenue staff selected for the purpose, on the same lines as are
being followed in the Central Provinces. The Registrar is reported
- to be submitting a scheme of expan81on, for consideration in connece
tion with the Government of India's grant for measures of rural
benefit. It was also agreed that a legislative measure should be
prepared authorising compulsion of a small recalcitrant majority in
a village under consolidation to fall into line and providing for )
the removal of certain other practlcal dlfflcultles encountered in
the work,

Land HMortgage Banks.~ A detailed discussion was held on the
subgect of HMortgage Banks. The obstacles encountered by the '
existing Mortgage Banks were explained and the prospects of removing |
those difficulties examined. The system.now being followed in the ‘
Madras Presidency was described, and it was pointed out that two
-features which dlstlngulsh that system from that hitherto followed
"in the Punjab are the strict off101al control (Wlth con31derab1e e
Government assistance), and the ability to foreclose on and sell ° B
“up the land of defaulters.. The second resource is denied to banks V}
in. the Pungab by the Allenatlon of land Act which 1t is not proposed’
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to modify. This also makes more difficult the question of Govern-
ment assistance. It was finally decided to appoint a Sub-Committee
of the conference to consider whether it is possible to devise in-
the province any system of long-term credit which would afford
adequate benefit to the borrower, as compared with the existing
system, and would at the same time offer adequate security to the
lending agency, and particularly to Government, if Government were
required to give any form of guarantee,

Co-operation and Debt Conciliation.- Another question examined
was the extent to which co~-operative organisations would help in
the conciliation of debts under the provisions of the recent Relief
of Tndebtedness Act, when that is brought into operation. The
Registrar was instructed to issue orders to officials of the
Department to give every possible B assistance to the working of
the conciliation boards which would be established. ‘

Co-operation and Rural Reconstruction.- The part to be
played by co-operation in the general rural reconstruction movement
was also fully discussed. The policy which had previously been

followed of advancing to "Better ILiving" through "Credit" was critie

cised, and it was agreed that the policy, which is now being adopt-
ed by the Department, of establishing the principles of "Better
Living'before encouraging the growth of Credit, was correct. The
Commissioner for “ural Reconstruction urged the desirability of
founding Co-operative Better Living Societies as a means of conso~
lidating and making permanent the work of rural reconstruction in
villages. It was agreed that the Registrar should prepare a

scheme for the expansion of Better Living Societies in the next
two years, for consideration in connection with the Government of
India grant. ' ,

Other Objects.~ Other =k subjects didcussed were the co-opera- -

tive organisation of stock breeding, marketing, village industries,
and urban banks; in regard to the last of these a special investi-
gation of the pessibility of expansion has been carried on during
the last year. In all branches of the work, the present situation
was explained, and suggestions made for fubther development or
enquiry, where it seemed possible. The pesition of Women's"
Co-operative Societies was also examined, but non-official opinion
was divided on the qQuestion whether a substantiael advance was

desirable at the present time. It was agreed that for the co-opera~ ;

tive movement as & whole, the right policy at present was not to
embark on wide expansion, but to make sure of the ground already
gained, and consider only particular lines of advance for which
theyt was demonstrably a need, and for which adequate staff could
be provided. L
Conference to be an Annual Feature .- A general wish was expres
sed to make a conference of this nature an annual event. :

. {(From a Communique dated 16-4-1935 issued by the Director,"
Information Bureau, Punjab, Lahore).

i
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Progress of Co-~eperation in Travancore,1932-33, Y

s
Reviewing the administration report of the Co-operative Societie

in Travencore during 1109:(1932-33) the Government state that as a
result of the policy of consolidation and p rectification which was
contipued from the previous year, the dormant societies were steadily
weeded out and fresh registrations were not ordimarily encouraged.,

The Government reiterate what they said on the report of 1107 (1930-31)
that consolidation and rectification mist be on right lines and they
note that the Department and non-officials have recognised the fact
that expansién, consistgnt with the safety of the movement; is essen-
tial to the economic welfére of the State.

Number of Societies.~ The total number of societies decreased

from 1,786 in 1931_32 to 1,782 in 1932-335. Ouf of this number, 20
hed not started work and 1,671 societies did merely credit work. The
government state that they are constrained to note with regret that
the progress of the movement along non-credit lines has been very
1ittle as in previous years. <The propaganda work done by the Inspec-
tors in'Charge of non-credit societies appears to have borne no fruit, %
as financial stringency stood in the way of organisers of fresh soéie-’e

ties on non-credit basis, | ’ o

i

Auditing 6f Societies.~ The Government stéte that withfreferen-z
ce to the circular issued by the Registrar laying down the correct mode%
of caleculating divisible net profits so as to make audit profit of
the sociéties in the State tofcorreépond to the system édopted in
British Indian provincés énd other Indian States; the‘sysfem was not

given effect to fully but that in auditing accounts, the principle

s e S e e
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‘that revenué actualiy collected should be taken into account in
arriving at net profits, was rigorously observed. As & natural effect
a large number of socleties had to show losses. The total losses
sustained by the societies amounted to Rs, 412,275. 16 societies'!

accounts were not audited.

Logn Transactions.~ In the matter of loans, the Government

observe that the Central Bank and Primary Societies have deteriorated
considerably. This was no doubt due to the economic hardship of the
ryoﬁs. Loans granted for the discharge of prior debts form the bulk

of the lo&ns granted, second comes the loans granted for trade purposesz
and third, those for agricultural purposes. The Government express

the opinion that supervising unions ought to scrutinise loan stransace
tions of societies to rectify defects and\by fixing periods for the
repayment of loans according to their purposes and according to the
capacity to repayment and that sﬁch approximation would inevitably

help the societieé to draw a line of distinction between‘long-term,

short-term and medium_term loans.

(The Hindu,11-4-1935).




19th U.P.Co~operative Conference, Orai, 1935.

The 19th session of the United Provinces Co-operztive Conference
was held at Orai on 6 & 7-4-1C35 with lMr. G.K.Devadhar of the
servants of India “ociety, Poona, as the President. The part that
the co-operative movement can play in improving the lot of the
Indian agriculturist, particularly in relieving him of his great
indebtedness, was one of the subjects dealt with by Mr. Gy,K.Devadhar
in his presidential address. The following is a summary of MNr.
Devadhar‘é speech.

Extent of Rural Indebtedness.- The main problem in India
today 1s the improvement of agriculture and the agriculturist. Ofﬂ%«n
the indebtedness of the agriculturist is the most outstanding.

The Indi&n peasant is burdened with a debt of 9,000 millions of

rupees, and the agriculturist in the United Provinces is groaning ;
under & debt of Rs. 1,250 millions. . |

Poor Agricultural Return.- The agricultural position of India
is not satisfactory. Take for instance the principal crop of
North India. It is evident from the following Pigures regerding |
the average yield of wheat per acre in various countries of the
world that India stands lowest in the list. That explains the ;
poverty of this country even in these days of scientific advance-
ment. This is one of the directions in which progress on right
lines rust be brought about with the help of modern science and
co-operative methods. The following figures represent the
average yield per acre, during 1929-1932, in lbs: Albania 1170.4,
- Germany 1927.2, Austria 1346.4, Belgium 2558.4, France
1469.6, Great Britain 1918.4, Netherlands 2560.8, Canada 968.0,
Australia 800.8, Argentina 783.2, and India (British) 589.6,

Disabilities of Indian Farmers.- It is clear that the

Indian rarmer is labouring under & great many disadvantages, and
he must be made to reap the benefit of modern science with the

" help of democratised credit. He must be given adeguate assistance
in the matter of improvement of his soil by the supply of modern :
instruments and appliances. He must be provided with best manures.
The cultivator must be able to keep good poultry and nood breed of

~ cattle in addition to other Supplementary occuDatlons. A plentiful
- supply of milk should enrich his and his children's bodlly health
and an abundant supply of food rich in vitamins, should be provided.
The necessary medical relief, both of the preventive and curative
‘type, should be at his disposal in which the official and non-
officialk bodies like the Indian Red Cross and the Seva Sadan for
women. should be enllsted for service.

i ottt s o B o




Tlliteracy.- Regarding the supply of cheap credit as attempted
in the past, Mr. Devadhar said that it must be confessed, as was
observed by the foyal Commission on Agriculture in Indis, that
tundreds of societies would have to be liquidated before the
effects of past mistakes could be completely wiped ocut. This can
only be attempted by protecting the interests of the agriculturists
from within as also from without. The mistakes which are clearly
observed and to which frequent references are traceable directly

to lack of education which had been negledted and which neglect
had been the bane of this movement.

Strength of Wovement in U.P.~ The growth of the co-ocperative
movelent 1n this province as revealed by the number of societies,
their membership, the Workinp capital, the growth of non-credit
co-operative activities is far from adequate to meet the needs of
the growing towns and villages and the increase in rural popula- .
tion. The position is such as mst occupy the best attention of i
Government, the Department and non-ofiicial co-operators. The move~ |
ment has been neglected by Government and educated young men and
women who would have readily come forward if right kind of appeal
had been made to them. ' |

Financing the Movement.- As regards the finance of the movement
is concerned there has been the demand for a provincial co-opera-
tive bank to regulate the functions of the net work of the central
banks in the province. Mr. Devadhar suggested that the province
should follow the model of the Rombay Provincial Co-operative
Rank as one of the most progressive apex co-operative banks in
India. With the establishment of such a bank the whole movement
will be enlivened and vivified. !

Liguidation of Rural Indebtedness.- If the indebtedness of Xk
the Indian peasantry is to be lidquidated, one of the remedies
that has been suggested and that has been engaging the attention
of co-operators during the last ten years or more, is the institu-
tion of land mortgage banks Workin% in close conjunction with debt
conciliation boards. The Central ‘rovinces have made a name for’
themselves by their vigorous advocacy and partial adoption of these
measures. It is found by experience that the land mortgage bank,
without the adjunct of debt conciliation boards is not a very
effective means of providing the necessary relief either to the
agriculturist or to the creditor who is prepared to compromise his

claim.

Resolutions.-@he following is a summary of the more important

of the resolutions adopted by the Conference:

1. Village Uplift.- Resolved that the Government be requested
to grant sufficient annual aid for five years to the U.F. co-
_opeba : ‘ Vs
scale amongst the members of the “illage Socleties to extend to

tive Union for introduction of adult education on an extensive
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five years and grant for undertaking villege uplift work on an
extensive scale throughout the Co-~operative field.

Encouragement of Hon-Credit Socleties.- The second resolution
requested the Registrar to encourage to a large measure the forma-
tion of non-credit societies.

. Co-operation and Rural Work.- The Confersnce requested the
Government to utilize as far as possible the co-operative agency

in furtherance of rural reconstruction activities in the province;

to train 2ll rural uplift workers and guides required for expansion !
of rural uplift work at the Co-operative Training Institute, Partab-:
garh, to give preference to the employees and members of the staff
of the U.P. Co-operative Union while making recruitment; to extend
such support to the land mortgage banks in the province, as in
Madras, to ensure a successful workingj; to approach the Government
of India to exempt sugar factories registered under Co-operative ,
Act from the excise dubty; to exempt the members of the Co-operative !
Societies from the operation of the Provincial Insolvency Act and '
to reduce rate of charges for irrigation fixed by the cannal
department on account of fall in prices.

(The Hindustan Times, 12-4-1935).
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Zducation.

Industrial Education in Hysore,1955-54f9//

The following details reéiérding industrial education in
¥ysore 3tate during 1950-34 are talken from the Administration
Report of the Department of Industries and Cormerce in the State
for the year ending June 1954.

Chamarajendra Technical Institute .- The strength of the

Chamarajendra Technical Institute on 30-6-34 rose from 228 to 258
and the average attendance from 195 to 255, 30 studenta of the
Institution appreared for the Madras Jovernment technical examina-
tions in drawing, paiging, engraving and nodelling held in
Yovember 1805, and 2z students were 3successful, three beinc placed
in I Class. 45 students of the Government High Schools attended

Ed

tters and Mechine shop classes of the Institute. “uring the

1t

ot
ey
O

vear under review the production of the workshop section of the
Institute @mounted in value to Rs. 39,586 which, on szle, realised
Rs. 40,265,

Industrial 3chools .= A new industrial school with weaving and

lacquerwsre classes was started at T'elamangala in January 1934.
Besides the Chamarajendra Technical Institute, there ® are now

9 industrial schools under the control of the Department. 4 of
these schools are locatsed in the district headquarter stations
and tre rest at taluk headguarters. The classes in max carpentry,

weaving, smithy, rattan, and lacquerware were popular. There were

%* Administration Report oif the Ddpgrtment of Industries and
Commercse 1in ysore, for the year ending June 1934. with the
Government Review thereon. =~ pPp.28



486 students in all the nine schools. ‘The resulbs of the working
of the schools during the year were satisfactory. There was an
increase in the total output and sales. The realisation of Rs.
25,050 exceeded the anticipation to the extent of Rs. 4,423,

Alded Indvstrial Schools .=~ Filve privete industrial schools

were receiving grants—in-aid from the Department. The District
Roard of Mysore made contributions fto the two weaving schools at
3indhughatta and Sosale. The average attendance in these seven
schools was TTL1§E subjects taught in these schools are carpentry,

cahinet

raethan work, lacquerware§,manufacture, weaving, tailering,
making, blacksmithy, carving and brass work,.

Home Incustries Classes.~ The Department has been aiding with

mrgrvb o Gqoirsass 13 e
aronmts I8 FAR-a i &

i

titations wilch rup clig-es Tom froovbine ppackbis
cal instruction in &arts ana handicrafbs to women. These classes

are no? being conducted at Bangalore, Mysore and Chikmaszalar. The
main object of these classes 18z to give training to women in use-
ful handicrafts so that they ma&y earn a small income by persuing
these industries during thelr spare hours. The Department has also
placed at the disposal of the institutes at Bangalore, the services
of a well trained instructor in embroidery. The weaving inspector
and the lady weaving demonstrator supervise the weaving classes., The
total number of women under training during the year was 229.The

total amount of grant disbursed to the institutions during the year

came up to Rs. 7,004,
(Industrial Tducation in Mysore during 1932-35 is reviewed at
pages 59-60 of our May 1934 report).



Pombay Hdult Bducation LSsociztion:

Scheme to Spread literacy Among .orkers,

In rursuance of one of 1ts rrincipal aims, the Rombay Presi-
dency Adulft Zducation sssociztlion has decided to make a besinning
in the spread of literacy among adult illiterates in Rombay City,
especially among the workers. Arrangements are now complete for
the conduct of simE classes which are undsrtalken as an experimental
measure. 1t is prorosed o aptroach employers with a view %o
seelinc their active co-operation. In addition to the spread of
literacy, it is proposed to impart general knowledse to the workers,
by organising periodical lectures on useful toplcs, such as
healthy hebits, extravasance in marrisge and funerzl ceremoniss,
duties of neichbourliness, clementury knowledge of history and
ceoprarhy. wo centres have teen selected in larel, the mill area.

Some of these lectures will vbe 1ilustrated by lantern slides.

(The mwardian,2-8-1035).



Employment of Tndién Zeamen in Pritish Shivps:

¥r. J.Mehta advocates 3ystem of Statutory “uotas.

onsicerable resentment is boing felt by Indian seamen at the

@]

position taken up by the larliamenteary labour Party in the course

of the debate in the Pritish Farliament on the Act (recently passed)
for subsidising tramp steamers that the party would agree to the
grant of subsicies only if the Government would give an undertaking
to reduce unemprloyment among British seamen at the exnense of
Chinese, Arsb anG Incian seamen by dispensing #ith their services.
¥r. Jamnadas Fehta, acbting on behalf of In.i&n seamen, recently
sent a letter of protest in this connection to ¥r. %eorge lansbury.

o

The following is & sumrary of the letter}t%e taxt of vhich has

racently besn rsle:sgi {or publicatidn in tre Tniian pressi-

"Coloursd” 3Jailors to ziwe room to Unemployed British Seamen.-
The lTebtter craws the attentlon of the Leader of the Latour Party
to the injfustice that is beins done to Incilan seamen employed in
Dritish-owned ships and urges him to tele imredivte steps to set
matters right. Mr. ¥ehta points ocut that the spokeamen of the
Labour rarty stated thaet there were about 40,000 BPritish seamen
out ReEzAENS XXX RARIHANNEXBIARPIEAARAINLPRINE X of work and, there-
fore, 1T would, be a wrong policy at such a time to spend the
taxpayers'qﬁﬁksubsidies to shipowners unless such rayment resulted
in a reduction of unemployrent smonz British seafarsrs and thet if
the desired reduction could not be brought about in the ordinary
way, it should be effected by discharging what are called "coloured"
men from Rritish-owned ships. The concluslon was that "coloured"
seamen should be given the saclt 1f the Labour Party's support was
desired.

-

1)

Reasons for [fJminance of British Shipring.-~ In order to
justily the conclusions which I'r. Fehta had arrived at from reading
the debtates &nd other literature conrected with the subiect, he
quotes extensively from the steeches of lLabour FMN.Ps. and labour
Tords durinz the aevate on the subjiect, Fe challenges the cleinm
made that Fritish ships vere entirely and exclusively constructed
from the resourccs of people born &and working in Orezt RBritain. He
maintains that the dominance of British shipping in the world had
been rsndered possible anu had since been maintained mainly throush
the fact that Indila and other eastern countries in the PBritish
Tmpire @mé-Lhe--peopie-oltIese counbries had not been given oppor-

tunities
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to construct, own and run their own mercantile or even coastbal
shirpins services.

50 per cent wuota for Coloursd Seumen.- Pritish shirpine

mranies coulu not be lgnorent of the fact that without Incia,
a and portions of Arabisa znd China, the major portion of their

and their ability to reay wages to their ihite crews would
gar. Fe therefore recuests the Parliamentary labour Party
ognise that lascars arpd Oriental crews had an sbvious richt,
along with the ~“hite crews, ©to emiloyment in Pritish-owned ships.
In justice to the seamen of both countries, ¥r. Nehta suggests that
a statutory system of gquotas should be adorted, there belng a

ratio of at least 50 per cent of Oriental employees on all British
ships. The time had arrived when such & quota policy had tecome

imperative.,

Objectionable Attitude of British Labour.- ¥r. ¥ehta further
points out that after the helpful co-operation which he had received
x from all labour orzanisations and the Labour Party in Parliament
in the matter of moving certain amendments to the Sovernment of
India P11l, a perusal of the debate gave him a surprise. It was a
negation of what Labour stanus for all over the world. If the
pritish Tmpire was to become a real Comnonwealth, the distinction
betwecn le tish seawen anc &n Arab sscilor or an Indian lascar, who
are all British subjecls, shoula te forgotten. Judeed by this test,
the attitude of the rarlismentary Labour Party was open to the
greatest objectlon.

Threat of Retaliatory Meusures.- Hr. ¥ehta, in conclusion, warns
the Pribtlish Labour lParty of the 103S i’le conssduences in India
when the full facts were Inown uni the likely retalistory messures
Indians ould Lu forced to adopt. He says: "When the facts are
known in Ind they #1ll arouse indignation among Indian seamen

S o
and their oroanisations. Indian labour &s a whole %ill feel bound
to protest. Thers will Le a cry for the organisation of dockwork-
ers with a visw to refusing to load znd unload ships whrich do not
carry a fair vroportion of our crews. The Indlen Legislative
sssembly #ill be moved by us for protection and there w#ill be a
demand for retaliatory measures which nationalist sentiment in this |
coudtry will favour and support. i‘he unemployrent among Rritish
seamen, far from diminishing, will probably grow worse. lhe logical
but deploratle ouitcome of the situdtion created will be a demand
for the removal of the i“hite men from our raillways, telegraphs, post
offlces and engineering departments "

(The Stateamen, B2-4-1935).



