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NATIONAL IABOYR IEGISLATION,+

government of Ipdia:

The Factories (Second Amendment) R111, 1944
FeT8rred to Seloct Commlittes: — Dobite In—

~TCeRtral XSSombly.

The Central Assembly on 7-11-1944 accepted the Iabour Member's
motion to refer the Factories (Second Amendment) Bill, 1944, (vide page 1
of our report for April, 1944) to a select committee. The Rill seeks
to extemd to workers in perennial factories the benefit after a year's
service of at least seven consecutive days' holidays, of which at least
six wouldlpaid for.

The Debate.- Mr, W.¥. Joshi, speaking on the Rill, said that X&# he
wolcoMBT A WB¥sure although it was limited in score. Heo wanted that
application &€ the Bill be extended to all workers. His complaint was
that the Government of Indla was moving very slowly in this matter and
that pefegemesal legislationy would take & number of years to ameliorate
the conditlons of the workers, He said that even in Government offices,
where work was by no means haxrd, the employees were entitled to one
month's leave in a year and added that accoarding to the International
Iabour convention regarding holidays with pay, the number of holidays
should be proportionate to the service put in. He suggested that the
railways should give those concessions to the labourers proceeding on
leave whieh they were already doing in the case of cricket teams and
sy twaving mriles, -

Sir Vithal Chandavwurkar, president, Millowners® issociation,Bombay,
pposed the Blll. He acausad the Government "of running amuci" and of
forelng legislation on the employers. ¢hils not formally oppesing 1ts
reference to & select committee, he demanded that the prineiple of grente
ing the holidays at the employers' convenlence should be accepted. He
oprosed the suggestioen of Mr. Joshi that facilitles emjoyed by the rwimx
people 1in Government offices be extended to the workers. He gave
instances of the benefits conferred aireudy by lfactory owncrs on labour-
crs Bu& he did not want the discretion of the owners to be limited by
such measurea a3 the present one. He was not in agreement with the
suggestien that the labourers should be given half pay when they proceed
on leave.

Prof. Ranga did not think the P11l was for the benefit of the
worker. It was a quasi-political measure. He said that the Covernmembt
was anxieus to bribe the labourers to keep them at the post of duty
during war time. He, however, wanted the facilities under this billl to
be extended to plantations also.

Dr. Ambedkar in his reply claimgd zhat t?? Bf;ll rgp;esentidrato
compromise between compulsian and yoluntary effort, and in answe
Mr.pJoshi he explained thatt’aﬁent ism ip India precluded the grant of
mor's than seven days' holldays with pay, #o far as non-perennial facto-
ries were concerned, Xumxgfmme thero was nothing in the Rill which ruled

out voluntary agreements regarding holiddys with pay between workers and
employers. ' '

(The National Call, 8-11-1964 ahd
the Times of India, 9-11-1944 ).




The Ipdien Trade Unions { Amendment)
T THEII, 19T,

The Indi&n Trade Unions (Amendmemt) Bill, 1943 (vide puges 1 to 2
of our report for November, 1943))which was due to be moved witheCentral
#Assembly for first reading on 14-11-1944, was not moved owing, it is
stated, to the fact that the labour Nember found the Opposition too
strong to face, eibhiwshi-fes-iuispine-deidens~ The Congress party did not
favour reference of the BL1l to a joint select committee of the two
Houses since that would give ma jority to government supporters on the
select committee+ The Muslim League was opposed to the Bill because —
zammppixi communal unions are not recogniscd and the Huropean Croup is
constituted mostly of employers. Dr. smbedkar, however, is expected to
reviewrirovisions of the Bill and bring it up next session iIn a form
more acceptable to the Opposition.

(The Findustan Times, dated
15-11-1944 ),

The praft Payment of Wages Amendment
PY1Y, 1937,  CITculiteld.
The Central Assembly on 16-11-1944 g@@er;éi)for eliciting public
opiriongie the Payment of Wages (Amendment) Bill, 1944 (vide pages 1 toZ2
of our report for Oetober, 1944) introduced in the “en*rel Assembly by
Dp. Ambedkar, Labour Member, Government of Tndis, on 1-11-1944.

{The Ekmimx Statesman,17-11-1944),

Bombay :

Bombay Draft Rules regarding Txemptions
Trom Hours Ol WBrK &nd ResSt Provislons
O Factories Act, J19o¥.

In exercise of powers conferred by Sec. 45(2) of the Factories ‘
Act, 1934)the Government of Pombay has pezetted on 20-10-1944 the draft -
of certaln rules by which it proposes to exempt certain classes of adult
‘workers in specified. industries from the provisions in the FacBories
Act, 1934, pertaining to hours of work and rest. The workers exempted
include those engaged in urgent repairs, engine drivers, electricians,
engine room workers, boi{{pr attendants, fire pumpmen, oiIfdrs, and
certain classes of workers in distilleries, sugar, chemicals and ice
factories, gas factories, oll and Plour mills, cemenE)tiles and glass
factorics etc. .

(Notification No. 352/34 dated
20-10-1944, The Bombay Government
. Gazette, dated 26-10-1944,Part IV-A,
pages 151 to 164 ). '




Factory Puildings of more than Nne

Storey to0 be Irovided #.LLh LWO TCts

TEIITS ¢ Dombay Jover~mentrs Drarf”gk
Rule..

The government of Bombay has zirotted on 27-19-1944 a draft rale
amending the Bombay Factoriez Rules, 1934, to the effeoct that every
factory building of more thin one storey shall be provided with at
least two sets of stalrs or steps rerménenbly fikted either inside or
outaide the uilding, so as to afford direcct and unimpeded access from

every part of the factory to the ground level. Eaeh set of stairs shall
be provided with a suit®d le and sufficient hand-rall or other convenient
support. In factories employing less than forty persons, the Indpector
may aceept,in lieu of a second set of stalrs or steps,sueh other means
of escape in case of fTire as c2n reasonably be requirsd in ghe circume-
stances of each case.

(Bobtification No. 5707/54,dated
27-10-19443 The Rombay Government
gezetbe, dated 2411-1944, pPart IV-a,

page 165 ), :

Travancore tate:

The Tpavancore Horkmen's Compensation

' “{Emendment) ACty 19wWy.

The Government of Travancore "tits zuzetted on 19-9-1944 the
Travancore Workmen's Compensation (Amendment) Act,amending sec.5 of the
original sct with a view to includ:, within the meaning of /Term "workmard
workers employed on wages payable otherwlse than by the month or on a
monthly busis, for the purposes of the fet. The enuctment zsd closely

. follows the British Indian fct (No. XTTT of 1939) passed for similar

purposes.

(Indian Iabour gazette, October,
1944 ).




Machinery

Expansion of labour Conelliati
2 Sramant © ITHAIR 'S I3 Or f

Bl

It is learnt that the Government of Tndia has decided to extend
labour comnciliation machinery as far as Central undertakings are concern-
ed, There is already & Iabour Comciliation Commissiomer for Railways
with headcmarterqat Caleutta, It i1s proposed to aproikmt ¢ommissioners

_ in charge fmr of all the other Central undertakings alse., Inddie will _
be divided imto a number of zones, with & labour Commissioner in charge
of each zome. IThere will be mm another labour Commissioner at the
centre to co-ordinate the work of zonal labour Commissioners. In
addltien te these, there will be labour Welfare Officers fer each Central

undertaking.

(The Vanguard, 9-11-1944),

Proposed labour :Eegis lation in
joerabad Stikte.,

mbﬁ:usm‘!mg Bahndur, Ar-z apd labour Hember, Govermment of
Hyderebad, announced at a meeting of the Statutory labour Advisory
comnities beld at Hydoreled recently that the Government was considering
the ereution of & XUPEPRAREMbamy sepgrete Iabour Department. He also
incunced that the Government was considering the passjing of am Imdustrial
ispates Aet, a Trade Unions Act and an Ewployment of “hildrem Act.

1arge-Scale labaur Welfare Schemes for U.P.+

The Ggovernment of the United Provinces expects to spend Rs. 23
million annually on labour Welfare schemes at the end of & ten.ycar \
recons truction Scheme Which will be introduced in 1945-46, should the
war against Japan end by that time. The schemes include various heads
such as conciliation machinery, development of trade unions, sexpansion
of existing labour welfare scheme, wage boards and employment exchange.

(The Vanguard, 9-11-1944).




Londihono of hjok.

Indastrial Disputes.

~/ Imdustriel Disputes in British India during
' - TS} —

According to tho statistics published by the Government of India
of Smdmstrial disputes in British Indie during the year 1943, the total
nasber of disputes (inelnding § in progress at the close of the year
was 716 and the number of workers involved, 525,088 as compared with 694
——disputes and 772,653 workers during 1942, " The total number of man-days
loat was 2,542,287 as comparcd with 5,779,965 in 1942, But, it 1s stated,
the atatistics of 1842 camnot be regarded s normal in view of the
stoppeges due to pelitieal causes. There were 13 stoppages invelving
5,000 or more but less than 10,000 workers and 3 invelving more than
10,000 workers. Thore were 3 stoppages each resulting in & loss of man-
days exceading 100,000 of which only one involved more than 10,000
workors .

Provineial Diatribu

be~ The largest number of disputes oeceured

) BeT0o o5t UISPRYeD involving 127,564 workers were respensible
for the loss of 581,967 werking days. In Bengal there were 188 diaputes
involving 157,328 workers apd resulting in the loss of €33,171 werking
daya; in centrsl Frevinees and Berar there were 110 disputes .

invelving 160,729 workeors and resulting in the loss of 515,019 working
ayes in Madres there Al dlaputes involving 15,582 workers and

3 SR My 5,000 - working deye; in Dolhi there were 46
volving 17,941 workers and resulting in the loss of 246,227
- Fop-4a. Ehe Badled Frovinces there were 38 disputes involvin
25,156 ors apd resulting in the less of 76,505 working days; in t
Punjab there were 12 dlsputes involving 3,851 workers and muﬁing in
tho lose ef 49,038 working deya; in Bibar there were 1l disputes invol-
ving 8,628 workors and resultiag in the loss of 35,901 working days; in
Assam, Orissa apd Sind there were 2 disputes éach involving respectively
2,164, 1,085 and 59 workers and resulting in the loss of 2,761 , 3,833

and 65 mwpk working days; and in Ajmer Merwara there was 1 disputex
involving 5,317 workers and resulting in the less of 112,851 working
"days . ‘
lassification by Industries.- The largest number of disputes .
eocu“” ~PE=tsXtI Is TRaRs trIS5 (cotton, silk and woollen mills) Which
there wore 224 disputes involving 275,256 workers amnd resulting 1in a ;
loss of 1,344,150 working days; followed by englneering work 3hops with
104 dispates involving 32,09< workers and resulting in a loss of
195,914 working days. There were 38 disputes in Jute mills involving
96,900 workors and entailing a less of 332,301 working days; 10 disputes
in yailways, including railway workshéps, involving 20,378 workers and
entailing & loss of 35,608 working days; 8 disputes in mines involving
3.186 workers and entailing a loss of 35,756 working days; end 332
d:{sputﬁs in other imdhstries involving 97,196 workers and entalling &
loss of 400,578 working days. |
gans sults of the Disputes.@ Textile (cotton, silk,
woell‘"" (X WCEounted rer o7 per cent of the stopsl;aages, 71
t of the workers involved and 72 per cent of the loss in man~

g:;s?enl‘ 397 disputes or 55 per cent the demands related mainly to
wamos or bopus. S& related to questions of persomnel, 14 to leave and
hm‘e of work and-Test, 252 to other causes. In 138 d,izapu_te::1 :he
workers Wore wholly successful, in 210 partially successful, and in

314 they were unsuccessful whiie in 49 cases the resulﬁswere
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indefinite. 5 disputes were in progress at the close of the year,

(Commniqué issued by the Department
of labour, Government of India, on
11-11-1944 ).
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Qenerads

Ahmedabad Textile Labour Associatiends
@1Tire SCHomds « 1

It is learet thmat the Ahmedabad Textile Labour Association which
has from the begimning considered social work to be as important as
ordinary trade union work, has embarked upon a comprehensive plan of
soolal work to camalise the lncreased earnings of workers for their
betterment. MNembership of the Assocliation has now reached a record
___figure of 60,000 and the monthly income has risen to Rs. 20,000.

7o begin with, 1t has started a traiping class for workers where
lectures on economics, politics, trade unienism and other subjests are
glven. Batches of 50 workers are to be trained for social work in
the labour areas, which have been divided into 20 zones. Each zome will
have 1ts committee of 17 elected members, inclnding three women. The
committoos wlll cpem reading roems, libraries, gymasia, dispensaries,
w2 ternity mts, adalt classes, etec., for which fees will be charged.

A scheme for a labour co~operative bank, with an authorised eapital of
Rs. 2,000,000, bas been preparcd to finance the varlous co-operative
activities among workers, such as co-cperative housing, co-operative
steres, ete.

It may be noted that, as a result of the agreement reached between
the Textile Iabeour Association and the Millowners' Association, been
Anmedabad, en the outbreak of the war, textile workers in the eity iz
SEPETEE X graduxlly increasing deerness allewance which amounted to
R8. 68-12-0 during October, 1944.

~

‘/
(The Times of India, 10-11-1944),

Iabour Conditions in the Brassware Industry
o mad {UeFe) oy

An inguiry was recently conducted into the conditions of labour in
the brassware industry of Moradabad (U.P.), by Mr. R.D. Pant, an investi-
gabor in the 1abour Department, United Provinces. Some of the more
important of his findings are summarised below.

poradabad is an important brassware manufacturing cente in India,
mapufacturing domestic and artistic vessels. The industry employees
thousands of workers, men, women and chlldren.  During the war there
has been & substantial increase in the demand for the articlgs; thelr
prices have gone up, 8nd so also the wazes of the workers. The amount
of brass imperted into Moradabad during 1942-43 was 29,860 mfunds

five. nearly), as against 17,880 maunds in 1938-39%7 K IHerease of
@ out 67 per cmnt. v A

Wa ges «~- fhewe are 24 cat@gories of skilled workers and artisans
employsd In the various menufacturing processes, besides several kinds
of unskilled workers. Wages are almost uniform for the same class of
work in the differcnt factories; standardisation of wages exlsts to an
appreciable extent. This is guite an old feature of the industry.
Wages are paid weekly - in all the workshops except in qlectroplating



.

e

works where they are paid monthly. Artisans working independently get

a part of their wages in advance and the balamce on the completion of
work, Loss of raw material when the moulds are being heated in the ovem
defects in casting and such damages during the course of manufacture as
are beyond the control sfimsxssrXswsx of the worker are borne by the
employer. However, in case of articles manufactured by the artisan such
risks are entirely borne by him alone and not the dealers. ?here is no
system of borus in the industry.

Most of the workers, artisans and petty employers lead a hand-to=-
mouth lving. Housing conditions and sanitation are unsatisfactory.
Increase in wages due to the war which is from 50 per cent to 100 per cent
has been in no proportion to the increase in the genersl level of prices.
Before employment a worker gets anp advance from his employer, ranging
from R8. 50 to Rs. 400 according to the nature of work and efficiency of -
the maxkx®x worker. This is done by the employer to ensure the services
of a worker in hils workshop. So leng as a_sum is outstanding the worker
cannot leave the job and join elsewhere. ¥h13 PX practice is smmmy very
harmful to the worker, 83 it encourages indebtedness.,

- Hours of work.- The average working time is 10 hours a day ranging
between © &.m. 804 © Ded., except ir electroplating works, some of which
are alse registered factories, where the working time is from 9 a.m. to
%7 pem. with an hour's rest from 1 p.m. te 2 p.m, Women in the industry
work as part-timers and lndependent artisans at home for 2 to 4 hours
whenever they are free from @ domestlc duties. The average nmamber of
working days in a month 1s 20 owing chiefly to the frequent absenteeism,
and - PorEly o the cgcasional peneidy of woerk. Fplday 1s ocbserved as a
woekly he: y in place of SundAy, &8s all the workers are Maslims. ¥No
holiday or leeve is granted with pay. ¥No overtime is paid in any branch
6 the itndustry oNcept im the eleoctroplating works where factory laws are

applicadls.
Accommodation of Workshope
the house occupled by TRE eHployer for residential purposes. The floor
18 invariably made of mud and the roof tiled. No latrine or urinal 1is
avallable for the worker's use and usually there is no water-pipe
conndection. M Pravision for drinking water 18 however made in the work- -
shops. A gmaller workshop may either be & small room, or a tiled msrxm
verandah or even &n open Space. t wind, dust and dirt may find free
access te such places of work. L v

occupetional Risks .~ During the process of polishing in the electro-:
p]atii‘g‘fg"mm’ﬁ'g‘ﬁrks the lustwe, peerless polish‘%é-jh»mm'kal
wi-th-whieh-beugh-is--propiped, are inhaled by the polisher. his general-'
1§ affects his lungs and impairs his health. In plating work the plater .
seldem uses rubber gloves while dipping his hands into the tank contain-
ing acidic substances. Belting, shafting and gearing are left unguarded.

Dismissal of workers is extremely rare. Xmffkaxx In fact effielent
workers are always in demand. Children, when not sufficiently grown up,
help their parents in their work at home. ‘Adolescents work as full-
fledged workers in different capacitfes. There is no trade union or
assoelation of the workers and welfare work is unknown in the industry.
Faclilities for systematic industrial education exist in the "S.S. Khatri
School of Commerce and Industry" at Meradabad, which imparts free train-
ing. 'Phe tnstitution 1s doing fine work, but it has so far failed to
attract sufficient number of students from the worklng class families

of Moradabad.

.~ Theworkshop is generally a portion of

(Thé U.P. IAbour Gazette, April-June,
- 1944 ).




ECONONIC GONPITIONS.

Mica Inquiry Comni ttee apgointed by Central

.+

Reference was made at pages 6 to 7 of car report for May 1944 to
the Central Government's Resolution on the appointment ef a Commlittee to
investigate the imwediste 8nd long term problems of the mica industry.
Governmont ls-—now-undereioccd-te hayd constituted the Committee under v
the ehsirmanship of Mr. D.E. Rouben, I.Ce.3. 8 Justice of the Patna High
Cemrs, and cons i of two members, Mr. Gurn Sharan 1all of Bihaer
and N, ¥d. IsmaYl Sakidb of Madres. Rai Bshadur Rai Hardatta Prasad will
be the Secretary. The Committee wlll be asaisted in its investigation
by seven &ssossors, representing the Governments of Bihar and Madras, the
wlca treade interests in the two provinces and the miners, and two techmi-
cal advisers, namely, the Director, Geologlcal %y EE of Imdia, and
the Director, Scientific¢ and Industrial Researe th Vernment of India.
The Cemmitieeo will erquire into amd report on all problems relating

"to thwe mios industry and 1ts present and future éevolepno:? ipe luding

the follewing:~ (1) Immediate problems relating to the Mied Comtrel
order, 1940 (both in regard to war production and long term poliey) and
the yeview of any orders that may have been passed by Covernment im
connection with that Oxder; (1i) The present aystem of marketing..both

Lbpoddy (111) Standardisetlon of quelity; (iv) The exten
jeoparedise the position of this country as the principel supplier
mmasovite mice; (¥) The extent to whieh other materisls that may be
s #EENtinted for slea, my bave dlepisced or are 1ikely to

splece miea from 108 wees in the imdustwyj (vi) Increased utilisation
of mica in this =NEENN countyy for the mamufacture of finished goods;
(vii1) Wethods of develorment with special reference to the fellowing:-
(a) Research; (b) Conservation; (e¢) Methods of mining; (d) Methods of
processing; (e) Methods of Marketing; and (f) Methods of meeting
competition; (Vviii) The desirability of setting up f suitable machinery,
whother by the appointment of 2 Central Kica Committee,or, otherwise) to

- watceh the interests of the mice trade and industry; 2né-(ix) Aany other

matter of importance as may be brought to the notice of the Committee.

?pe Committee will bave its headquarters at Patma, but will tour
in sweh mica mining areas as may be considered necessary apd take
evidonce on the spot. The Committee will assemble early in November,

1944, and report to the Govermment of Indie at the earliest possible

date.

(Resolution No. ¥D~=55 dated 25-10-1844 of
the Department of labour,Government of
India, The Gazette of India Extreordlnmary,
$ted 24-10-1944 )o v
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¥.P. Government's Schedrships for Economie
T HOBELrCH 1IH pHiversitian. :

Yy

The U.P. Government has agreed to subsidize economlic research st
the Universities 1in the province om subjects approved by it with
schelarships not excesding five in mumber of Rs. 100/~ per month for
one yoar each. This action has been taken by the Government on the
recommendation of the Research Advisory Committee of the Provimeial
Economic Advisory Beard. It will draw the Universities in the pxt
province into closer collabodratiom with the Government in the work of
research and survey in subjects relating to economics and statisties.,

{The Hindustan Times, 26-11-1944), "

Sir riticism of Cotton

""‘ .

. 3

P. Thalmrdas's ¢

LA |

‘In & statement issued at Bombay on 7-11-1944 on the U.8. Govern-
ment 's propessal to subsidize cotton experts,3ir Purshettamles Thalurdas,
president, Bast India Cotton Assoelztion, Fombay, points ocut that the
immediate effect of the anncuncement was rapid decline in the Indian
hedge) contract price from Rs. 425 to Rs., 392, the decline
ing She grave wiew Taken by Indisn trade of the implied threat

T SETOTt WrXgtc W S8id thet the U.3. peliey of heavily subsi-

“PEET

dize

d oxports was bound to have disastrous effects on t he Tndian farmer
e -gods Jhisle -mewe than & bare subaistence income from his cotten
creps comPAred with the purity n¥lce obtained by the Americen farmer.

It was difficult, he said, to visualize all the consequences and compli~
cations which might arlse from the use of the financial power of a
country in this manner in international trade. India felt that 1if
financial resources were to be the overriding facter in elaiming a share
of export markets the imevitable result would be 2 return to the vicious
circle of trade berriere and it was hoped that some less disruptive
solution will be found.

He declared that he had no doubt that the gGovernment of India must
already have drawn the attenticn of the Secretary of State fer India to
this potential danger indicated by the U.S. proposals and further that
both the Government of Indie and the Indian legislature would be prepardl,
to consider any suggestion which gave promise of helping cottén growers
net only of ome country, ut of all cotton growing countries in the
world. Regerding the large stock held by the USA.,Sir Purshottamdas
suggests that they will have to exercise considerable patience before
they ean unload this on the world, rarticularly at a time when the
oconomic factors affecting any such operation may spell unexpected
disaster to countrics economically less equipped with elther monetary
resources or with statistical data and economlec organization to enforee
any particular line of action not fully xuitaidy suitable to thelr

conditions. .

-
(The Statesman, 8-11-1944),
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Demand for Industrial Coemission:

On.f

On 13-11-1944 the Cogncil of State took up for discussion a resoln-
tion imtroduced by Pandit H.N. RKunzru recommending the Governer-Genersl-
in-Council to appoint an industrial commission with a non-official Indian
chairman and a ma jority of non-official members to reviesw the industrial
situation, to recommend measures for the full and rapid industrialization
of the country with the object of raising the general standard of living
of the masses and to indicate the lines along which State ownership and
~control of industry should be extended. The resolution had been moved -
during the last budget session of the Council (February-April, 1944).

During the discussion,Sir A.P. Patro said that the present indust-
rial position should be reviewed and adequate steps taken for its furhher
improvement. In regard to the raising of the general standard of léving,
he saild that the wages paid should have relation to the outturn of laboun
While he agreod te State supervision of lndustries, he did not agree
that the resolutien was practicable at present. He thought that private
enterprise should bave a large share in the running of industries and
pointed out that Government management of certain mills had not proved
effieiont.

governmeofit's Industrial Policy Criticised.- ¥r. M.N. Dalal said that
TR EX TR NS IO In Ine » avourably compare with the progress
n the Ynited States of America, United Kingdom, Australia and

Ity sountriss Suring the wir. Be deplorsd that the Government
ned down the Imdian industrialists' suggestion to start
hoavy 1 ‘such as shipping and aircraft. Indian industries
ﬁt?? A It o the COwsmment's poliey. In importing consumer
goods the Govermment had KJPRXN not ascertained the views of Indian
menufacturers. The Government had appointed an "all-white" commission
to inquire into the establishment of a fertilizer industry and more and
more forelgn experts were being imported. These actions of the Govern-
ment were looked on with apprehension in the country. ¥r. Dalal added
that he was not aghlnst foreign capital, but Such capital should be

to some extent under national control. C(Concessions granted to foreign
interests should not uneconomically compete with local industries. He
referred to the operation ef powerful foreign combines in match manu-
fecture and in the soap industry and said that Indian industrialists
would like to be assured that in the post-war period mo fresh forelgn
vested imterests would be created in this country so as to hamper
Indian industrial expension.

¥ational Government Essentlal.- Mr. P.N. Sapm said that planning
requiBEd - WIVE CoRtrol Und rogimencation of 1life &nd only & Government
which had ites reotsin the country and responsible to the people of the
country Zmixss would be able to carry it out. On ideological grounds
he favoured State control and State ownership of industrles. HOwever,
under the existing conditions and without knowing what the constitu-
tional future of this country would be, he was not prepared to hand
over the industries to the present Governmand, who would be amenable to

no other control except that of His Majesty's Governmment.

r's AbS8iRee :IY\ Substantial Progress Made.- Sir
KIET, |} oT I F I3 Do velopmen overnment of
India, reliterating the Government's intention to foster industries to
the largest extent possible, said that there was no question of the Ca
Govermment not being in sympathy with the res olution. The war had _
shown up gaps in the industrial structure of the country, such as lack




[ 2~

of certain industries, machinery, machine tools, ete. While he shared
the general disappointment that the industrial progress of India had not
been on the same scale as thet of Canada, Australia and other countries
‘during the war, he had to point out that substantial progress had been
made during the war., The Government was in fullest accord with the RAsm
demand that measures should be taken for the complete industrialization
of the country.

II. State Control of Industries.~ As to the part which the State
should pIAY In the control of Industries, it was an importaat sub ject
and was engaging the serious attention of the Government. t was not
o83ible a8 yet for the Government to come to any dscision on the subject,
o Government might have to take over Industriss which were beyond the
resources of private enterprise, sueh as essential industries which
might not be remunerative. The fertlliser industry was one such. In
respect of important basie industries a larger measure of control would
have to be exercised by the gowvernment in future.

III. Protection of Industries.~ 1In regard to protection of indust-
ries, Sir 6 Id the Government's intention to liber-
alize protection and, 1n order to avoid delay, to set up a permanenmt
tariff board., He said Government had consulted the industries concerned
before importing comsumer goods. It was not the Government's intention
to hand over the fertilizer industry to the Imperial Chemical Indus tries.
In any scheme of industrialization the nationals of the country would
have a full share,

___Qppoaing the industrial commission proposed in the resolutiem, he
~tht-the Govermmend hed neilher the personnel just now for xximmg

aaxkml the c% 0 T d walt fer—e—lonp—perted for the
m‘; DO S %igﬁh% Present needed was quick and practical

reecolmendations. government had already appointed the necessary
committeas and the various provincial Governments had been asked to set
up reconstruction committees. The Government had also set up over 20
panels for various indastries. The Government's method was more
effective and expeditious and therefewe he urged randit Kunzmu to
withdraw his resoliution, '

Pandit Kunzru's Statement: GQovernment too slow.- pandit Kanzru,
replyTHg tY the dobAte, sHid that 18 object 1n moving the resolution
was to &cecelerate the pace of industrialization and to ensure sufficient
publicity te the steps takenm by the Government in this regard. He was
primarily ssumxs® concerned with the actual achlevements of the Govern~
mpmkx wExki ment and not with its intentions'.osge gished Sir Ardeshir
were in a position to say that certain plans ha L 0ee completed and '
thelr execution would soon start., The first report on planning
(vide pages $8~39 mux of our report for May, 1944) ermunéiated general
prineiples, but laid down no definite plan in regard to any aspect of
indus trialization. The Government did not seem to be proceeding with
reasonable Aixpxxiek dispatch. During the last eight months it had
not proceeded far beyond the stage reported in the first report on

The 38 motlon was put to the vote and lost.

(The Statesman, 14-11-1944), " .
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Indian Institute of Industrial Art
© De Opened.,

The §rganisers of the Art in Industry Exhibition of India are
understood to be planning te open an All India Institute of Art in
Indus try early in 1845. Membership of the Institute will be open to
private individuals. 7Tt will undertake educational work and will bring
out publications concerned with applied arts, as soon as conditions
return to normal.

(The Hindu, dated 1l-11-1944),

Working Class Ce8t of Iiving Index
Tor VI%IEEE CSHETrey TH THATH OUYiNg
I T WY, I

The index numbers of the cost of living for working classes in

various centres of India registered the following changes during April
and mMay, 1944, as compared with mmrch, 1944,

Bombay Year ending Jupe 1934 226 231 235

Abandaed Yehr ending Jaly 1927 206 203 203
Sholapur Yoar end&ing January 1928 201 207 195
Nagpur August 1839 273 271 258
imdhiana 1931-55 358 363 351
Cawnpore Augnst 1939 294 316 315
Patna Average cost of living Sor
: five years preceeding 1914. 325 328 32 o
Jams hedpur Ditto 315 317 327
Jharia Ditto 394 379 366
' Madras Year ending June 1936 201 201 202
Madure Ditto 197 200 207

Coimbstore S Ditto 220 222 224

(Monthly Survey of Business
Conditions in India for April and
May, 1944 ).
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Pirst Mosting of Indian Central
Sugﬁr Cal6 © %ﬁIEEee , New Delhl,

W4o+

Reference was made at pages 7 to 8 of our report for June, 1944,
to the setting up of the Indlan Central Sugar-Cane Committee by the’
Government of India. e first meeting of the Committee was held at
New Delhi on 29-11-1944,

prosent position of Industry.- Inaugurating the meeting,Sir Jogendra.
Singh, YGEDST Tor Baucation,HedITH and Lands, Government of India, pointed
out that the sugar industry now is one of the largest industries 1n India
and second in importance only to cotton textiles. The area under improved
cane ranges round 872 million acres. It gives employment to well over
100,000 workers, 3,000 graduates and technical men and 20 millien culti-
wvators. The capital invested is about Rs. 330 million; 1.3 million tons
of sugar is produced anmually &t Rs. 440 a ton; aggregating to abmt
Rs. 570 million. Between 1910 and 1914 the imports of sugar into India
averaged 723,915 tons, valued at Rs. 127.1 million. Today India produces
all the Sugar XksS she needs, besides 3.9 million tons of molaghs per
annum.

Seapa of Gomittee +~ Explaining the scope of t he Sugarcane Commit-
tee, Bgendra would be 8 body registered as a soclety with
headquarters in De]hi or syeh other place as the Commlttee might decide.
_The Commitiee was jmtended to undertake ths improvement and development

f the T, ~ang manmfachure of sugureane and its products.
It will 1n1t.1ata dgricultural technological and economic¢ research on

: -Sughy and. thelr by-products, the improvement of crop forecast

and statiaﬁes and adoption of improved cultural practices. The control
of the ITnstitute of Sugar Technology, Cawnpore, will vest in the Commit~-
tee and 1t will be 1ts responsibllity to raise the Institute to the
highest possible level. The Committee will also advise the Central and
provineial Governments, provided that the subject matter of reference
falls within the prescribed functions of the Committee. The Gevernment
of India, 3ir Jogendra said, has decided to place at _the Committee 's
disposal the entire proceeds of the Sugar Im Excise Fund, the amount so
eredited being one anna per cwt of white sugar produced in British India
out of the excise duty levied on it.

(The Statesman, $0-11-1944).
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Nationalisation of Insurance: Discussaion in
CentryT X356mbIy. + -

Demends for the nationalisation of imsurance were raised on X&xiixi
M ell-1944, in the Central Jegislative Assembly by Prof. Ranga, Mr. A.
AR, ¥r. Hooseinbhoy lsljee, and Mr. Manu Subedar in the course
of the debate on Sir Azizul o's motien to refer his Insurance
(second Smendmwent) B11l, 1944, e a select committee. The Bill was
introduced by the Commerce Member, Government of Tndia, te remeve
certaim flaws and lacumae brought te light in the administration of the
Insurance Act, 1938yand alse to secure greater finanelal stability teo
insurance companies.,

Preof. Ranga pointed out that the State even now was running a poetal
insurance schem for its employees and was actually running it more
efficisntly than private insurance companies: its expense ratie was the
lowest, about 10 por cent as compared to some 20 per cent fer the mest
efficiently run private insurance company. Prof. Ranga remarked it was
tiue that omly o National Tovernment could give entire satisfaction,but
even the present Gevermment was preparing schemes in antiecipatien of the
advent of a ystiomal Government and he suggested;it should give thought
to this subject alse, He referred to the fact that the varieus insurance

companies wWere concentreted wainly in the big cities with the result
it el sollevted a3 prewiges from &1l ocevmers ef the countiry
wore 228 used only in tiwso clties, and were denilod to the provinces
from which thegy were collected and where they were urgently required for
imsurance & Stdte enterprise. ¥He referred to Mysére State, where he
indicated State imsurance was working well.

Mr. Booseinbhoyjjaljee, pointed out that insurance in many parts of
the world,except Greet Britaln)was a State enterprise and imsurence
companies were only acting as agente. Why, he asked, should this
country follow Great Britain's example 8nd not that of ether countriess

Nr. ¥anu Subedar did not know why the general publiec should not be
‘admitted to the bemefits of the postal imsurance scheme, which he said
was being conducted so efficiently that the expense ratio was only 7
per cent a8 againat 23 per ecent which was the lowest that a private
insurance company had been able to achieve. The diffemence of 16 per
cent, Baxamiad he . came in the shape of greater premium or less
benefit to the poliejholder. Mr. Subedar supggested that in order to
find the momey for the vast projects of post-war development, 1life Xm
insurence offered the mest promising source. As it was, only a small
preportion of the population has been brought into insurance schemes:
the poorer classes either did not understand insurance or had been
cheated by canvassers or had been scared by the scandalously low surren=-
der value of imsurance policies. _ :

Br. Le8. Valdyanathan saild that in the short pericd of a year
during vhich be had been Superintendent of Insurance, the number of
applications received by him for starting new lnsurance companies had
been emormous : &nd 2 very undesirable feature was the provision for
resmneration for the pedple at the helm of affairs on a commission
vasis, which might be as low as five per cent and might look trivial
but might actually amount to lakhs when companies expanded and grew
rich. The B111, therefore, provided for the abolition of remmneration -
on a commission baslis, Referring to the ¥ysore scheme, Mr.Vaidyanathan

- -

-
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explained that under it eve employee of the State was obliged teo peay
2F 10 por cent of salary. at scheme was, however, similar to the
postal insurence Scheme im British India; and thewe was a great difference
etwean & public scheme run by the State and nationalisation of insuranee.
é:r Azizul Hagme, replying, said his objective was quite the same as
Pref. Range's; tat he would hesitate to take steps to nationalise
insurance till a ¥ational Government was established. He agreed that
insurance should cover a wider field, and include crops, cattle, sickness,
old age, etc., but these were not for the immediste present.

(The Times of India, 16-11-1944),

Administration of the y.P. Maternity Benefit
Ect, 1908, during 1940, ¢

According te the 1 report on the working of the U.P. Maternity
Benefit Act, 1938, in &%eﬁne“during 1943, the number of concerns
subject to the Act was 127yemploying an average Nmmkax®x®m number of
2,825 women workers. Neo complaint regerding non-payment of maternity
bemefit was registewed during the year. The mrternlty benefits paid
during the yedr amounted to Rs. 5,624-13-9, §0 concerns maintained
sTEChes 2and severel emplesers supplied free clothing and milk,

(The U.P. Iabour Bulletin, April-
June, 1944 ).

Lo
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Johannesturg City Counecil's Move to Segregate
. InAdLAn®G ey

A proposal to segregate the Indlen community Xkm in Johannesburg
has been adopted by the City Council at a plensry session recently. The
proposal, which was originally sponsored by the post-war develorment
committee of the Council, seeks to establish an Indian townshlp some
miles from the centre of the city ard transfer the Indian community

Bt there from the slum areas where they are now residing. This move is
being vigorously opposed by the Working Committee of the Transvaal Indlan
Congress. At a special meeting of #%8 Working Committee a resolution
was unanimeusly adopted not to accept the scheme "unless an undertaking
is given by the Union Government and the Johannesburg Municipality that
all existing Indien rights will be protected”. The removal of the Fmik
Indian community from these townships will, it is feared, spell 1its
economic Fximsx ruin as thewe are no other avenues except trade open

to 1t. Moreover, there is no choice of frce movement im other areas

because of several restrictive laws,

(The Hindustan Times,29-11-1944).
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AGRICULTURE.

The Indian Rice Committees Bill, 1944, ;
(Bl No. %€ o I92% ).+ o

The Indian Rice Committees Rill, 1944, to provide for the creation
of a fund to be eXpended by a Committee specially constituted for the
improvément and development of the cultivation, production and merketing
of rice and rice prodicts in India was introduced in the Central Iegis=~
lative Assembly by Mr. JeD. Tyson, SecPetary, Department of Edueation
Health and Iands,wggxg§§%gg -of Tndia;on 1-11-1944,., The statement of
objects and Me&sonsy pPo §* G645 that in view of the importance of rice as
an agricultural crop and as the principal food of a very large proportion
of the populatiocn bn the country, it 1Is considered necessary to put rice
research, development and technology on a more permanent basis than it
stands at present. Accordingly, it is proposed to set up an Indian
Central Rice Committee on lines simllar to those of the Indian Central :
coston committee, the Indian Iac Cess Committee, etc. The Committee which
will have on it representatives of all the important interests concerned
will devote exclusime attention to all problems connected with the |
improvement and development of the culbtivation and marketing 6f paddy,
‘the production and marieting of rice¢=and rice products and all matters
incidental thereto. Since 1t is desirable that the Committee should
have an independent source of income, it is proposed that as in the case
of other similar Committees, eg., the Indian Cenbtral Cotton Committee,
the Indian lac Cess Committee, etc., funds should be provided by the
levy of a small eXeise duty not exceeding a rate of annas 6 per ton on
all paddy which is mmlled in power mills.

The Bill was been circnlated for eliciting public opinion by
28-2.1945,

S g
(The Gazette of India'Extraogdinary
dated 25-11-1944, pages 1475-14178).

central Government to appoint Committes to
examine SysStem ol laAnd Tenure.+
Tha "Uom-t;,ww'*-", Debh, Leanmws
. ¥5—is—Iearnt that the Government of Indie has decided to appoint a
- committee to survey and make recommendations on systems of land tenures
prevailing in this country. It is stated thet Sir Feroze Khan Noon,
Defence Member, Government of India, in a memorandum submitted to the
government in this connection has brought out the adverse effect
insecurity of tenure was having on production and pointed out that
1f the cultivator did not get adequate security of tenure, there would
naturally be no inducement for him to attempt improvements or increase
production. He has also urged that roblems of the absentee landlord
and landless labourer mst be tackled at an early date. Allenation and
subdivision of land into uneconomic holdings are two of the other
factors referred Xy to by him as retarding production. A1l these
questions, it is expected, will be eXamined by the proposed committee,
which will have & non-cfficial ma jority. : o

N Datds o
(The Vangnard, dated 9-11-1944),



iand Improvement lsasures for Bombay :

Teeting ol Provincial Rural Development

Board, Bombay, 6 and 7-II-1T%ZZ, ¢

Suggestions for legislation to improve the lot of cultivators were
placed before the Bombay Provincial Rural Development Board, which met
at Bombay from 6 to 7-11-1944; Sir Henry Knight, Adviser to the Governor
presided. s

professor Gadgil's Suggestions.- Professor D.R. Gadgll opened
the dIscussions With an address in which he urged the need for a deli-
berately integrated programme of social legislation, to go hand in hend
with plans for agricultural development, with the object of ensuring
that any increment in the agricultural income quthe Province which
resulted from improvements carried ocut at public cost is equitably
distributed. Development plans, he urged, must not have the effect of
malking the rich richer, but must benefit the classes whg.most needed
relief - the cultivators themselves. In a note placed %g?ore the Bomrd
pProf. Gadgll urges the need for legislation to compel property owners 4
to co-operate in plans for common improvement and.fo ,maintain and
exploit any improvements effectdd. The Government] Hé considers, should
have power to take overL intenance and exploitation itself, in the
event of default by the
ation of improvements necessitates an increase in the si%Xe of holdings,
he favours the consolidation of holdings by legislation,”with means to
prevent the breaking-up of the consolidated production unit in future.
Planned improvement, Prof. Gadglil holds, is today obstructed by legal ;
rights. Now that the State is undertaking a large expenditure of public §
funds in certain areas, Prof. Gadgil thinks that the rights that the i
State might at present acquire for planning and carrying out common
improvements, for their maintenance and proper exploitation, and for
glving direction to the latter, should not relate to any particular
act or plan of improvement but should be held permanently by the State
in all improved tracts. To secure that the increased income resulting |
frém development works is so distributed as to provide relief to the %
classes who need it most, Prof. Gadgil exphasizes the necessity of i
PrExxX preventing property-holders from gaining unearned increment, *
either in the shepe of capital or income, as a result of the expenditure |
of public funds. To do this it would be necessary to ensure that the ;
existing level of incomes from property of those who are not directly &
operators are not increased because of the improvements.

Another essential accompeniment to any plan of improvement, urges |
Prof. Gadgil, is a comprehensive measure of tenancy legislation. The |
provisions of the existing Tenancy Act relating to resumption by land-

" lords Imxpesumy might operate harshly, because improvements might ;
encourdge landlords to resume lands from tenants on & large scale.. {
Unless the tenant is assured of continuous and profitable operation of !
his land, the proper exploitation of improvements can not be expected.

' The Board's Decisions.- The Roard accepted the two points suggest-
ed by Proi. GBdgil In Iis note; namely, that it is the Government's duty
to see that any improvements on land made at the cost of public funds
are not allowed to lapse by lack of legislation or lack of watchfulness;
and that it is the Government's duty to see that undue amounts of = .
unearned increment do not accrue except to those for whose benefit the
‘schenps are designed. The Roard also accepted a draft amendment to the
fandxIwpesyment Iand Improvement Schemes Act regarding rents. B

owner of the property. Whére the full exploit- -

Rty §
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The rough draft of a Bill to provide for the consolidation of
agpiculturel holdings was adopted by the Board with the proviso that the
Bill would provide for the applicatjor of compul{Zion, where necessary.

collectivisation of Iand.- Sir Penry Enight placed before the Board

for discussion, & proposal which had been suggested to the Government ’
that an experiment should be made in a few selected villages in Bombay
Pro¥ince, on collective or co-operative farming. He cAve & brief outline
~of the differences between collective and co-operative farming, and said.
that co-cperative schemes had some time ago been tried in Bombay Province,
but had not been successful. While it did not appear, he said, that
collectivisation as practised in Russia had increased the productivity

of the soil, it had benefited the cultivator, byicutting cat indebtedness
and improving his position &nd hls efficiency. t had also raised the
position of women to one of equality with men and had brought abcut a
great change in the outlook of the younger generation. As far as Indie
was concerned , unless this country could produce more from each acre,

it was in for a difficult time within the next 10 or 20 years. Sojany
step towards that aim would be a benefit, and all avenues leading to such
an improvement must be explored. He added that the Bombay Government

had not at present prepared any scheme,for either collectivisation or
co-operative farming. - _

The Board recorded its opinion that it was not in favour of collect-
ive farming at present but did @énsider that an experiment should be
made with co-operative farming, with the encouragement and assistance of
the government. The view was expressed that a considerable degree of *
Government control would be essential to the success of any experiment ™
of pmiisriixkakkenx collectivisation.

(Communigqués dated & and 7-11-1944° issued
by the Director of Information;ﬁombay)izr'

V/ﬁ Manufacture of Artificial Fertilisers in 7
' India: Recommendation of Tecihnical Hission .y

~ Reference was made at page 14 of our repert for June, 1944, to the
inquiry started by & mission of British experts appointed by the Govern-
ment of India on the manufacture of artificial fertilisers in India. It
is understood that the mission has submitted its report to the Government
recommending the manufacture of sulphato of ammonia and has disousséd
in 1t several schemes of produttion invelving & number of factorles in
+ different parts of Indije. It has, however, strongly recommended the
~centralisation of production in a single factory at Harduaganj in the
. "United Provinces. The approximete capital cost of this factory is esti-
~ mated at RS. 101 million and the approximate factory cost of the finished
- prodact will be Rs. 114 per ton. he 21location of capital expenditure
between India and abroad is Rs. 60 million and Rs. 41 million respective-
ly. 1In estimating this, the mission has taken into account that the |
fullest use will be made of raw materials and labour available in India.

Economic Froduction Hethod.-~ Considering the raw materials and
povier availeble in Indida, the most economic method of manufacture re- ,
-cormended is the productiom &f ammonia by using wateb gas made from coke
"and then converting it to sulphate. Not only does this recommendation -
ensure that 21l the raw materials are wholly and abundantly available =
from Indian sources but it has the further advantage of utilising '
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processes which have been perfected over a long period of years, during
which time many standardised items of equipment have been evolved. By
the adoption of this method the delays in carrying out design and
development Work on items of equipment, which might be required for other'
methods, will be entirely eliminated. The report further says that no
fertilisers other than sulphate of ammonia should be considesred for the
present purpose. The capital and operating cost of alternative nitro-
genous fertilisers has, therefore, not been estimated. It is, howewver,
recommended that work shonld be instituted to determine the suitability
of ammonium nitrate as a fertiliser for Indian conditions, in order to
talks advantage, for fubure nitrogenous fertiliser requirements, of a
meterial which should be cheaper to produce.

Training of Tochnicians.- It is urged that it will be necessary
for a mejority of uhe (requiredftechnical StaEEXfor the scheme to receive
training in a factory ol ths type proposed in the report. This can be
beat carrisd out by sending a number of carefully selected Indians to
undergo & course of training overseas. As soon as the contract for the
erection of the factory has been negotiated, a number of Indian chemists
and engilneers with good university qualifications and sound industrial
experience in some of the mkumsX chemical works or ordnance factories in
India should be sent overseas for training. The best method of training
Indian nationals for taking over entire responsibility firom spscialists
is that the majority of the technical staff should be on the site to
watch the erection of the plant. They will thus acquire a firsthand
knowledge of the =xpeX® special types of plant and machinery installed and
be ready to take an active part under the suypervision of specladlists in
the starting operations.

It is estimated that food production in the country will be helped
-~ to the extent of 500,000 to 800,000 tons of additional rice every year

by using the 350,000 tons .of sulphate of ammonia. India's total re-
auirements in fertilisers are 10 million tons but the achievement of
this target is a post-war problem. It may also be pointed out that,
considering the cost of sulphate of ammonia imported during the war,
which is Rs. 240 per ton, the prssent schems will be yielding a sawving
of about Rs. 42.5 million every year. ’

(The Hindu, datsd 13-11-1944 and the ;
Hindustan Times, dated 15-11-1944)..~ -

v/”' The Bengal Agriculturel Crops Inquiries 7 |
: o Order, .13944.4 - .- : ;

, %he Beng&l Government has pazetted on 19-1p-1944 the Eengal Agri-
cultural Crops Inquiries Order under Which Recording Officers appointed |
by the Covernment are entitled to be fumnished with any information i
they may demand of a cultivator regarding the area of land under cultl-
vation owned by him)the nature of the crops and yield per acre. ‘

(The calcutta Gazette Extraordinary,
dated 21-10-1944, rart I; pages
. 227-228 ).




NAVIGATION-

y Seamon's Welfare in Ports: Central Government -

SELS UP tWO Committoos g

Tha Central Government has decided to set up & welfare committee in
pombay for the purpose of improving the welfare and amenities for Indian
" seamen in that port. The committee, which is under the Chairmanship of
———8ir Be. Rama Rau, will be known as the Welfare Committee for Indian Seamen — — —
in Bombay. Agong 1ts non~official members are Sir KNess Wadia, Mr. M.A.
yaster, Khan Sahib M.E. Serang, Mr. Nurmohamed N. Chinoy &nd Mr. Dinkar
Desal.

The Government have also set up & Welfare Committee for British
and Al1lied Seamen at Rombay .
-
(The ‘imes of Tndia, 28-11-1944).




PROFESSIONAL WORKERS, SALARTIED EMPLOYEES

Revised Scale of Pay for PRrimery School Teachers in
L ec*

In furtherance of the free and compulsory education system, the
Government of Baroffide has now revised the grades of pay of its primary
school teachers at an annual additional cost of Rs. 289,700 and has

brought them almost off the model of the grades suggested in the Sargent

Reporty on educational reconstruction, (vide pages 36 to 37 of our report

for October, 1943%. Under the new scheme, 2ll primary teachers, who at
preseat number 6,746, will be put in fowr different grades, the msxXimum
salary of the first grade being Rs. 75 and th-t of the last grade Rs. 40.

This is the first step towards educational reconstruction in Baroda
in the post-war perlod.
v
(The Times of Indla, l4-11-1944).




CO~-OPERATION AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES.

First Keeting of Bombay Provineial Co-0Operative
[arketing Cconlerence,Bombay, <4 and 2b~Ll0=10%4 .4

The first meeting of the Bombay Provincial Co-operative marketine
Conference was held 2t Pombay on 24 and 25-10-1944, Bewan Bahadur H.L.
Ke ji presiding.

Sir Henry Knight, Adviser to the Governor of Romba who : - :
Conference, in his address stressed the importance of tgé cg_oggg;ggv;he |
movement to agriculture, and said that measures to give the agriculburist
a greater return for his work than formerly mst be taken after the war

It was essential that the cultivator should have 2t his disposal a- *
business organisation, from which he could hzxes expsct a fair deal. In
any planning for the future of India, the planned marketing of agricul-
tural products was essential. The need for having a network of CO-0Dora~
tive marketing organisations in rural areas, he observed, would be felt
even more keenly when the Bombay Agricultural Debtors Relief Act was
extended to larger areas of the province. Under the Act, & debtor might
not sell his standing crops or the produce.of his land, except with the
permission of the society, or the authorised person, from whom he had
obtained any necessary loans to finance the crop. 48 Government hoped
that the bulk of the loans would be supplisd by co-operative credit
societies, arrangements for the sale of farm produce would have to be

made with the approval of those societies. Government would prefer that
the sales be through co-operative sale societies. In its scheme of
distribution of foodgrains in rural arsas, Government's policy was that,
as far as possible, preference should be given to well-managed co-opera-
tive organisationsS. ’

Dewan Bahadur H.L. K&aji, presiding, said that co-operative credit
had no chance in the reconstruction of*rural economy in India, unless ‘
it is strongly supported by co-operativey IxnxB marketing. Active State
help for the vigorous development of co-operatives in Bombay was neceSSa- |
r7. He stressed the need for the linking of credit with merketing which
would secure the loyality of the members of sale organisations and
reduce the overdues in credit societies. He also advocated the intro-
duction of legislation for the purposs.

|

Resolutions .~ The Conference strongly urged on CGovernment and
non=-oificifl co-operative workers the need for earnest and sitrenuous !
efforts for the organisation and development of co-operative marketing i
institutions, and exhorted all marketing organisations to link them- !
sclves up with the Bombay Provincial Co-operative Marketing Society, so
as to evolve & well co-ordinated co-operative marketing structure for
the province. Tor effectively linking up co-operative credit and sale,
it recommended that credit institutions should simplify thelr procedure
for granting loans and make finance available only on the condition of
the borrower selling the whole of his saleable produce through a co-
operative sale agency and should correlate the amount of future finance
to the value of the produce tius sold. It also urged on the Government
the necessity for providing sufficient storage and transport facilities
far marketing socleties. ' '

(Ccomminiqué issued by the DirectorZOf
Information, Bombay on 24-10-1944 and
the Bombay Chroniclg, dated 27-1051944)g




Development of Co-operative Societies
I Sind.as

Surveylng the progress of co-operative movement in Sind at a !
meebing held in connection with the All India Co-operators' Day organised
by the Sind Co-operative Institute, Hyderabad (Sind), on 4-11-1944,
Hr. varmohamad Memon, Registrar of Go-operative Societies, Sind, said
muk that agricultural credit societies in the province totalled 769, out
of a total of 1,060 co-operative socleties. He stated that the rmmpper
co~operative department had striven to consolidate rather than expand
the movement. No new credit societies had been registersd. Substantial
recoveries had been made in the last three years to liguidate frogen
debts, in view of the agricultural prosperity resulting from the war.

He added that existing socleties were being amalgameted in central places
to secure better management and supervision. Taluka agricultural banks
were being formed on a limited liability basis™™ He stated that zamindaria-
ban was being organised in each district separately, while a beginning
Ted been m2de with the first taluka bank at Tando Alahyar. Sir Gmlam
Hasseln Hidayatallah, Premier of ~1ind, who presided)expressed the viaw
that the salvation of the province, which was mainly agricultural, lay
in co-operation, as all trades and professions depended on the peasants’
prospebity, which co-operation endeavoured to achieve. He exhorted the
institute to spread the movement and promised that Government would give
a special grant of Rs. 2,500 annually 1if =xmiz a satisfactory scheme was
ut up for co-opsrative education propaganda,

o

g

(The Times of Tndia, 7-11-1944).

Resolutions of the Madras Provincial Co-operative ;
gonrerence, padras, f9=-10=-194%, _ i

A number of resolutions-i;aaésgjggét-war planning in relation to
the development of cottage industries and suggesting ways and means of
improving the efficiency of the co-operative movement in the provincey
were adopted by the Madras Provinecial Co-operative Conference held at
Madras on 29-10-1944., Sir V.T. Erishnamachari presided.

Tmperial Council of Co-operation.- In view of the fact that co- |
operaTion hAY been universally recognised in every country as having |
a very important place in post-war reconstruction and that in India, é
co-operation ha a greater service to render to the rural population,

the Conference appealed to the Government of India and the Hadras
Government to constitute an Imperial Council of co-operation and a
Provincial Council of Co-operation respectively on the lines of the o
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research, co-ordinating the two bodies |
as primarlly inter-related in aims and objects. ?

As collective farming on co-operative lines was an ideal not - j
capable of practical application in giadras province taking into consider-
atlon various factars such as averagejholdings and the number of people |
employed in agriculbture, the Conference redquested the Government and the |
Imperial Council of Agricultural Research to devise ways and means for |
intensive cultivation and better out-turn by adopting co-operative
mgt?:dz.and to formlate a long-range policy of economic utilisation

o




‘cottage Industries.- The Conference, by other resolutions, requested
the Government GO sancoion the appointment of a Deputy Registrar fa the
purpose of study, preliminary investigation, xmrersxexsmf planning and
starting of cottage industries on a co-operative basis and urged the
provincial Co-operative Union to prepare a scheme for the development
of such industries after the war.

Food and Consumer Goods Distribution.- To prevent black marketings
and tG Improve the eiriciency of stores societies for ensuring ke an ”
equitable distribution of all controlled and other commodities, the
conference suggested the adoption of a number of msasures. Among the
steps recommended were that the stores societies should be recognised
as approved wholesalers and retailers for consumer goods under the Con- i
sumer Goods (Control of Distribution) Order; that licences should be
granted to them under the Drugs Control Order for selling medical goois;
that the Government should provide &= a&ﬂﬁ%irstrative staff for the :
direction and supervision of stores, permement, in as mich as the oXkEE
stores movement had come to stay in the province; that stores and village:
societies used for distribution of foodstuffs should be helped to procure:
and distribute them as well as cattle food, manures and other require- {
ments of the agriculturists; that the agency of the loan and sale sccie- ./
ties should be utilised for the procurement and distribution of controll-;
ed commodities especially foodstuffs where stores competent to undertake
the work viere not available; and that representatives of co-operative i
institutions should be appointed to all Food Councils, rationing adsise :
and price control commlttees. L i

i
The Conference 2lso reiterated its previows resolutions relating toi#
concessions in respect of =& audit and registration fees. It reduested |
the Government to reduce the rate.of interest on Government loans to
building societies mmxfmx from 4 “/4 per cent to 372 per cent and also .gj
urged the lowering of the rate of interest on loans to primary land .-
kggag mortgage banks in view of the DPrevailing money merket conditicns!
gﬁg need for bringing all existing and future land colonisation and all!

i
i
]
i

-
1
H

to-operative schemes in the province under the administrative conbtrol
of the Co-operative instead of the Revenue Department, was also urged

by the Conference.
, ‘ v
(The mindu, 30-10-1944). L

i

The Indian Rural Peoples' Soéiety Formed.+

The Indian Rural Peoples! Society—an organization for the promobion
and protection of the interests of rural masses.—has been formed with
Delhi as its headquarters. Prof. N.Ge. R2nga, M.L.4. (Central) is the i
president and Mr. C,L. Patel is the office secretary. L

(The Hindusten Times, 22-11-1944)s)
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Fatrition.

New Farm for Da cattle to be opened by
ponbay ¢ ne. 4+

Extending the drive to increase Bombay City's milk supply, the
Bombay Government hes sanctioned the establishment of a new farm (fhe
second of this kind in the province) for the maintenance of dry cattle.
It will accommodate 0 heads of eattle and will cost the Goveormment

“R8+ 517;000+ Cattle /fit for breeding will be bought by the government,

maintained at the farm wAtil they come into milk, and then dispesed of
in the Bembay market, Owners willing to keep their dry cattle at the v
farm will be permitted to do so if they pay meintemance charges at a flat
rate of R8. 22 a month for each animal, Efforts will be made te obtain
as mApny &3 possible of the 1,000 cattle to be maintained at the farm
from owners im Bombay City. _

Besldes this, the Government has sanctioned a scheme for the grant
of subsidies fer the export of dry cattle to breeding areas from the
City of Bemwbay and tho Bowbay Suburban district. The subsidy is equal
to half the cest of tremspert of a dry animal to the breeding area, and
will only be granted in those cases whore the owner has, during the same
month, imperted eattle in milk, at lasdt egual teo the number of dry
cattle experted.

[

(Bombay Information, 14-10-1944).

Subsidised Milk Suppl% to Children

. Reference was made at page 19 of our report for July 1944 to the
schome adopted by the Govermment of Fombay for the supply of cheap milk
to c¢hildren under two years in the city of Bombay. Mr. D.S. Bakhle,
Mrector of Civil Supplies, Bombay, revealed at & press conference held
at Bembay recently that under the scheme milk is being distributed to '
27,000 children in the City every day. The scheme will shortly be
extended to ¢hildrem up to the age of five, and to expectant and nursing
mothers. Jater, childrem up to the age of 10 years will also be given

the benefit of the scheme.

o
(Bombay Information, 1ll-11-1944).




Heuslng.
LBuwriey Prollemmo
cawnpore /Inquiry Committee Appointed..4

The U.P. Government has appointed a committee to inquire into the
civie problems of cawnpore and to mikKe recommendations regarding the
improvement of housing conditions. Besides the chairmen, Sir Edward
Souter, former chairman of Cawnpore Improvement Trust, the Committee
conslists of three members and a secretary. The committee 1s expected to
_submit its report in the first week of December, 1944,

(The Statesman, dated 11-11-1944),"




Workers ' @rganisations.

Special Convention of All-Tndia RailwayWen's
mmmmms:nzﬁr:

A speclal convention of the All-India Railwaymen's Federution was
held at Moghal Saral Zrmm on 24 and 25-11-1944 with Mr. Jamnadas Hehta,
President of the Federationyin the chair. The convention passed a
resolution denouncing the Hailway Board's decision of sanctioning dear-
ness allowance only to those railway servants drawing above Rs. 40 and
extending 1t to the officeprs drawing up to Rs+ 1,000 per month (vide
page 43 of our report for October, %944). In the opinion of the Federa-
tion, the exclusion of the rallway servants getting below « 40 deprived
more than 75 per cent of the railwaymen of this benefit. ﬁe gederation
demended dearness allowance at a flat rate of Rs. 45 on the basis of
~ the sliding scale to all railway servanits drawing up to Rs. 250 per month,
" without any zoneS, and the appolntment of an adjudicator, in case theée
demands were not accepted. 4

The convention further resolved thet 4n the event of the failureof
the Government of .Tndia to concede the above demands ef the railwaymen,
the Federation would be compelled to recommend to the affiliated unions
...al1l necessary and appropriate actions, including & ballot foer a general

strile. The convention in another resolution decided to approach the
Rallway Board with a revised version of the demand presented in September
1944, regurding besle wiges and dearness allowances, (vide page 45 of

our report Ior Sgptember 1944) and to request the Board to join in an
application to the Government for the appointment of a board of concilia=-
thon or & -eourt of inguiry, in the event of its being unable to edmply
with thelr demands. .

In the course of his address in the open session of the Conventiea,
Mr. Hehta criticised strongly the Indian Federation of Iabour and Mr.
M.N. Roy for having accepted Rs. 13,000 monthly from the government of
India and appealed to Railway Unions to withdraw their membership of
the Tndian Federation of Iabour. MrS.C.Todla Lros alsdad Prasdand: o WS M-

N Rl.ar Ptm's FAlaALSon W Ant it 2 PMa Yo esda Mebia. J

(The Hindustan Times,29-11-1944)

' Resignation of Mr. Jamnadas Mehtasas » .
Prosldent8nlp of Indian rederation of
IEbouT. .

on his appointment as Government of India's Agent CGeneral to the
Government of Burma, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta resigned his presidentship of

the Indian Federatlion of Iabour.
yiss mManiben Kara has succeeded ¥r. kehta as president.

[

(The Hindustan Times, 3-11-1944).




Mr. Aftab 411 Resigns Vice-Presidemsship
OF TeFilen

Cuteonts
Mr. Afteb Ali, President, Indian Seamen's Union,

has tendered his
resignation of the Vice-presidentship of the Indien Federation of
Iabour recently. 1In & statement glving reasons for his resignation,

¥r. Aftab Ali says that he objects to the Federation receiving monthly
grant of Rs. 13,000 from the Government of India.

v
(The xmiw Hindu, 26-11-1944).




Assoclation of Physicians inm India inaugurated,
"= 9 2 k “I.l"xm..'. —

A conference of physicians from all over India was held at Madras
oen 11 and 12-11-1944 to imaugurate {he new erganisation ealled the
Assoclation of Physieiams in India. Dr., Jivaraj Mehta presided and
outlined the functions of the Association in his presidential address.

Dre Me ta's Address: Importance of hdical Research.- Dr. Mehta
- Fa asSs ) ’ - - YY s

¢ LBaugurs f£res33 pe ‘ - Sation of i~
clans has long boen overdue in order to facilitate the pooling ‘nghys
ezchnng:eor knowledge and experienee, to give a fillip to research and
to colleet and preserve the considerable volume of data now aweilable
for the study of ™e science in future. Referring to the provisionm of
fupds he sald that it would be the urgent duty of the Goveymments, the
physieians themselves and the public to contribute liberally so that
India eoculd Xeop pece with foreign countries gn this respect,

impler carriculum.- One of ths glaring problems facing medieal

+ gradudte and post-graduate, is the vastness of the currlculum.
At present the students are made to learn a lot for thelr graduate
degree , which they ssen forget, the knowledge so fergotten net being
necessary fer the prescecution of goneral medieal practice. The courses
mast be simplified. The curricula in most cases should be shortemed and
o peal WY 509 Sionlid be devehed to the ateudy of medieise )
than is Being dome mow. 1t Would thus be the duty of the Association
to prevall upon the Universities and the Medical Council ef India to
WXE the BERErsery titeredion in the eXisting system. Another essential
change that has to be introduced in medical colleges is the appeintment
of a lax-gr number of well-paid, full-time professors in medicine and
surgery In the plsce of the ¥kmsxxmll part-time and hemerary teaching

Jr. Mohta also dealt with the importance of medical mem paying

greater attention to the study of dletetics, promotion of the phar-
maceutical industry and the incouragement of Ayurveda, (the indegenous
system of medlicine).

(The Hindu, dated 12 and
. 13-11-1944), 7 ¢

Bxpansion of Medical nducation facilities
T% ENdTa

Tras « 4

According to a press commnidqué dated 17-11-1944 issued by the
government of Madras, the CGovernment has generally approved the recom-

mendations of the Provinclal Medical Eductation Committee and of the
Surgaken-General, Madras, that for purposes of the immediate expansion of
medienl education to meet war requirements and immedlate post-war require-

ments, steps should be taken, as early as possible, for the training of

a larger number of medical students than at present by increasing the
number of mMxx seats in the Madres Mediecal College by 30 2nd in the

Apdhra Medical College by 45 and also by opening a new Medical College

at yadura for training 75 students. These proposals are roughly estimat-
ed to cost R8. 940,000 recurring and Rs. 7.374 million non-recurring. 'V[

(FRRES=,Prens AovsyRhdue O3tadaMsjipMee
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EBUCATION.

¥ow Technical Schools for U.P. 4+

It is learnt Bhat the U.p. Government 1s contemplating the estab-
lishment in the Unlted Provinces of a number of technical gchools and
colleges, as recommended by the Central Advisory Board 08 t-war
@iucation. (Vide pages 32 to 34 of our report for January, 1944). This
is being deme to separate literady from technical educationat an early

. __stage. It is propesed to establish 10 suck schools in the province.
The Directer of Imdustries, U.P., who is stated to have consulted the
Director of Publig,Imstruction and the Board of Hlgh School and Inter=-
mediate xdneatien,'Lis evolving necessary plans and syllatus.

i
(The leader, dated 19-11-1944),



SOCIAL POLICY IN WAR TIME.

Wages .

r Officors in Bombay » A ow
T Se Cas

ar Allowance for

ReferencesRRx were made at page 44 of our report for September 1944
and page 42 of our report for October 1944 to the grant of war allowanced
to certaim grades of Higher Officers in the Central and certain Provin-
cial Governments. & §imilar allowances hawe recently been granted also te- - - — -
Higher Sffsxex 0fficers in the Bombay Government Serviced) g Blhow
gwh e vixeg: : .
(Bombay Information, 1l-11-1944), -

h'anNw&N’io-w_muu

Pension Scales for Central Government Pensioners
_— mﬁ

A war allowance for lower paid civil pensioners of the Central
Government exeludimg Railway pemsionere, was usmsiimexx sanctioned in
e e, 4l the rates then granted wore: BEXXEREER BR. & per memsem
T PEERTURE DUl extenting Re . B@ Per mensem and M8 . 4 peor mensem in
pensions exceeding Rs. 20 per mensem but not exceeeding Rs. 40 per mensem.
In-whow of the viaing cont of livingjithe Governmemt, on €-.11.1944,
sanctioned, watil further orders, a 'émerary increase of R8. S per
mansem in pensions exceeding RS. 40 per mensem but not exceodimg Rs. 75
por monsem with effect from 1-11-1944, i.e., beginning with pensioms
payable on 1-12-1944, Pemsions exceeding Rs. 75 per mensem but not
exceeding R8. 80 per mensem shall receive such increase as will aeixz
bring the total pensien to Rs. 80 per mensem.

(Notification No. F.2(56)-¥W/44,

" dated 9-11-19442 the Gazette of
Tndia, dated 11-11-1944, Fart I,
Section 1 , page 1421 ).

Wages of Coal IAbour: Discussions at Meetlng
- (3 86, .

Increase in coal production and the allied questions of wages ofPhr
miners in comparison with the imported gorakhpur labour and the basi’s of
wage XEix payment (whether it was to be @n attendance or output) were
among the various subjects diseussed at & meeting of the Coal Commlttee
& the Government of India, XEXKEm:DEiRt hegld at New Delhi on 5-11-1944.
Dr. BeRe ANbodkar, “abour Member, Government of India,was in the chair.

The gowernment of Tndia has promised, it is understood, to comsider
the various proposals made at the meeting. It is saild that the gorakhpur
labour, recently imported into Bihar coal flelds, gets wages on attendance
basis , whereas, the K local labour is paid on ocutput. This, 1n practice,
works out to the disadvantage of the local labour by about 30 to 40 per

conte © (The vanguerd, 6-11-1944),




34

Committee to Induire into grievances of
MDAy Lo “SEEIT .+

Following the notice served by the Bombay Postmen's Union and the
Bombay Post Office lower Grade Staff Union under the Trade Disputes
Aet to the Post Master General, Rombay, of their intention to go on
strike Within 15 days &f thelr grekevances are not redressed, a committee
has been aprointed by the Central Government to inguire into the
grievances of the postal 8taff in Bombay. Mr. Krishna Prasada, Post-
_.master=-general, Bombay, is chairman and the members are Mr. R.S. Himbkar,
Iabour JEpxrimsutxeffX Welfare idviser, Iabour Department, Government of
India, and NMr. Qadir, Deputy Financial idviser, Communications.

The Committee is eXpected to start work alrost immediztely. One
of the main demands of the employees 1s the grent of increased dearness
allowance with retrospective effect.

(The Bombay Chronicle, ds ted -
23 and 27-11-1944 ).
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: central

The gevernment of India is wmderstood to be propesing te undertaks
a large~seale expension of empleywsnt exchamges throughout the country.
The number of exchanges, which at present 18 10, eme in each prowince,
is to be trebled by April, 1945, and increased to 70 by July, 1945,

- ---3% i stated that the experience gained of the exechanges, perti-
cularly in Bombay, Calcutta and Cawnpore, hes encoursaged Govermment to
expand the scheme. In spite of initial difficulties such as lack of
syitable sccommodatien, nowness of the seheme and imexperienced staff,
i€ s made a prexisiag start, The Governmont of India will, therefore,
shortly open at Bombay and Calentta mm»i centred for thd staff meeded
for the nev aXeMARgs. Those comtres will {ypart six weeks ' training
with an in~tad® of abogt 40 for pach term. The staff se traimed will be
pested to the warious oxehangess as managers and assistant msnagers,
govornment hopes Lo esiablish exchamges as a permsment channel for
rogalar employment. Whea $he gxchanges develop fully im each provinee
it would be posaibls to Xeed K of both surplus and derieit in labour
foree in etch area and rationalize its employment. The ,intention is to
extend She sypbten teo cever all Minds of work and mmke m work in such
a way 83 to imsplre cenlidenes mong both omployers and workers.
workers, to watch and supervise the working of

s bolp develep its usefulness and credte confidence
0ys Whom The 4xCHARZIR DesoNs DOPulay, Governmsnt WY
: e Mrgest labeur foree whieh is at present net counted among
workera, npmely demestic servants, who number a few millions.

Expenditure incurred on the employment _exehazvz%ea is at prezent
shared almost edually between the Central and Pro dnciag eomws.
Since these exchanges are doing useful war work and will, w peace

comes, belp to find employment for demobilized men and these releaszed
from war factories, a major part of their cost my leglitimately be

' bornme by the Government of India for, say, the next flve years.

>
(The Hindustan Times, 31-10-1944).

3

Trends of Factory Employment in Indis,
S if 192904

I

- gertain aspects relating to the trends of indus trial emplédyment
in India during the years 1939-42 were dealt with at pages 54-36 of our
report fer Febwaary 1944. The following analysis of the changes during
1945 49 besed em 8 note on the subjeet published in the October,b1944,
jssue of the Indian IAbour Gazette. The table below gives the flgures
of the grand total of average daily number of worksrs in all factories

in India.



PFable I

Fumber of workers employed
(In thousands)

Increased in Percenta increas
; 2 . g8 e8se
59 1942 1943 043" over in 1943 over

1942 1989 1942 1939

government and
Iecal Pund Factories

A-PeronMial .. .. 131 299 355 56 224  18.7 171.0
N“'mal e o8 1.4 0.6 6.5 0.1 =0.9 =16 ,%7 654 ,3
All ether Factories

A-Poremnial .. .. 1,329 1,681 1,783 102 454 6.1 34.2
Mealonal es oo R89 300 298 -2 w9 -0 o7 .1
grand Total..1,751 2,282 2,436 164 685 7.2 39,1

It is found that the 0ld trends noticed during the previocus four
years are continued during 1943 also. Employment in Gove nt and
local Papd peremmial factories imereased by 56 thousend (1§.§ per cent)
over 1042 and 224 thousamd (171 per cent) over 1939. The employmemt in
-kt other palmaiel NI ApEressen 'ﬁ ok thtusand (#.1 per egmt)
over Y2 and 454 thousand (34.2 per cont) over 1939. The slight down-
ward tremd of employment in seas eﬁ factories (both Government and
SUHiNN} FINEEETAR 1n 103 213, ‘he pervemtage imcroase in the combimed
figare of employment for 1943 was 39.1 and 7.2 over the correspending
figares for 1939 and 1942 respectively. The large increase in 1943
indleates gearing up of the imdustrial production for war purpeses in
that Yoar. .

Table II

Increase in the number of workers employed in 1943
over 1942 in different Provinces
(In thousands)

Madras Bombay Sind Bengal U.P. Punjab Bibar C.P. Delhi

govornment end

Local Fund 3.6 135 .4 =0 '1 19,3 13 .6 =0 P 1.6 4.7 -3 02
Factorles. ‘
All other ] | |
hetorias oo 12.2 51.1 3.9 4,9 6.9 1000 7.9 -00" 1.2
Tﬂtaloo 15,8 64 .5 3«8 24 .2 2005 9.9 9.5 4,0 '200
Percentags : | : 9.8 |
ineremss. ¥.3 10.8 29,7 3.8 11.2 8.9 S8 7.4 6.6

mable IT glven above shows the increase in employment (both abso-
nte and relative) in 1943 over 1942 in the ma jar industrial provinces.
As beforgyabsolute lncrease was highest in Bombay, followed by Bengel,
U.P. &and ¥adras im order. The absolute increase in the Punjab and
Piher was almost the spme while Delhl alone marked a fall in total
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employment due t0 & heavy reductien in employment 1n Government and
Lo¢al Fund factories. Sind and the Punjab also marked very slight @s
doorotses in this sectiom. Bxclading Sind, which 1s not of great imdust=
rial impertance, U.P. took the lead in relative increase with 11.2 per
cont, and Bombay and Bibar follewed with an increase of 10.8 and 9.8 per
cent respectively. Punjab occupied the fourth place with 8.9 per cent
and Madras followed with 7.3 per cent. In Bengal relative increase was
only 3+8 per cont. For the first time ip the industrial history of TIndia,
Bombay wrested the premier place in factory employment from Bengal,
theagh the difference is slight and partly explained by the inclmsion of
a large number of small (notified) factories in Bombey unlike in Bengal,
During the War the increase in imdustrial activity was higher in Bombay
than in Bengal, and 8180 higher im U.P. than in Madras, these four —
ococupying the first four places throughout.

Table IIIA belew gives the figures of employment in 1939, 1942 and
1943 in the maln classes of factorlies belonging to Government and Ilocal
Pund; and table IIIB correspending figures for all other factories :=

Yable IIJA
government and Local Fund Factories

Increfse in Percentage increase
1943 over in 1943 over
mdustries 1959 1942 1943
v . 1939 1942 1939 1042
.2 39 =29 o7 oo 1,380 40 ce
& lo 15 8 3 156.0  30.0
s 18 23 15 7 187 .5 43 .8
8 % % &Y 3 6.1 35
, 6 9 19 14 lo 280.0 111,21
MANES o6 06 o6 o 2 5 7 S 2 250.0 40.0
fable ITIB
All other Faet»ories
Increase in Percentage increase in
" Industry ’ 1039 1942 1043 1943 over 1943 over
C _ 1939 1942 1939 1942
Toxtiled.. «o -+« 817 965 1,002 185 37 22,6 3.8
Engineering.. .. 148 224 264 106 30 71.6 13.4
¥inerals and Metals 56 82 9 38 11 69.1 13.4
4,Drink and :
Foo égme... e 97 121 125 28 4 28.9 3.3
Chemicals and Dy q:c56- 7. . 83 27 1o 48 .2 5.7
paper & Printing. 44 49 - 61 7 2 15.9 4.1
Wood ,Stone & Glass.52 82 90 38 8 735 .1 9.8
Hides and Skins. W 3o 34 21 4 161.5 13 .3
Miscellaneoms. . 20 38 37 17 -1 85.0 2.6

rom table IITA it is noticed that there was, in government an
Ipcalrmnd‘factoriea, 2 high increase in 1943 over 1942 in the misce-
11enecus , mints end engimeering industries and in dockyards. The .
inerease in Bailways x was slight and in clothing, employment remeined

stationary.
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© Among other industries, increuse was highest in chemicals, follewed
by minerals and metals, engineering and hides and skins groups, though ,
in a1l these groups the increase in 1943 over 1942 is surprisingly alwmost
equal, being between 15 and 14 per cent. Next in order follew the wood,
stone apd glass group, in which the increase was about 10 per eent. The
inerease in paper and printing, textiles and food, drink and tobacco

ps was betWween 3 and 4 per cent. In the miscellaneous sections
alone, there was 8 slight decrease of about 3 per cent. But the absolute
increase was highest in textiles, followed by engineering, with minerals
and metals, chemicals, and wood, stone and glass groups occupying the.
next three places, though far behind. Thus it is found that in all
industries which are essential for wapr effort, the rate of increase

~———in employment was high. ~ . T

(Indian Labgur Gazdtte,October, 1944).

In reply to interpellations in the Central Assembly on 1l0-11-1944,
the following information regarding women warking under~-ground in Indian
mineos was elfcited from Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, I8bour Member, Gevernment
of India. ¥o accurate figure of the total numwber of women employed
underground eould Lo glven as this figure varied from day t;oEl ay. It
maeskianted BOWEYSS YiaS about 15,000 women wers &t present employed
in com)l mines in Regngal, Bihar, the Ceniral Provinees and Orissa. Women

, layew:! nd were entitled to the same wages as men om simiiar
*o¥E. THA WEgER of woswn smployed umiergroand, veried from 12 annms
to 16 aymes & day, exclusiwe of the free rice concession. Up-to-date
information in respect of wages of women in other trades was not avail-
abls. *ho Ixbgar Member admitted th:t thelr employment was contrary
to the Genomwa Fonvention which the Government of India had accepted,
but the exigenecies of the war situation made this unfortunately
necessary. Women workers were not allowed to be employed in coal mxiix
gelleries less than five and & half feet high.

Replying to ¥Mrs. Subbaroyan, who inquired whether any provision
for ereches and other amenities for women coal workers and thelr
children existed, Dr. Ambedkar statcd dhat thero was a Coal Mines
Wolfare Pund, and that the Mines Maternity Benefit Act also ensured
certain rights. In answer to Sir Cowas ji Jehangir, who asked if ,
there was any restriction on pregnant women warking underground, the
Labour Member replied that the satter was "under active consideration”.

: e
(The Times of India, 13-11-1944
and the Statesman, 11-11-1944 ).




The labour Recruitment Control Order,
I9TE &

The Governrent of Tndis on 18-11-.1944 issued the iabour Hecruitment
Control order, 1944)to regulafe the rccruitment of labour from certain
controllgd districts in Bengal, Bihar and the Central Provinces and
Berar. %he order requires contractors and employees of labour to obtain
licences ' for recruittmg labour from controlled districts for work outside
the controlled districts. All works or employments within the controlled
districts are exempted from taking out licences. fhe order comes into

force on 18-12-1944, and 1s expected to Improve the labour surply
position in the collierles.

(Notification Yo, I_-},‘P-l&/lm dated
18-11-1944, The Mazette of Irndia,
d&ted 25 11-1944 Part I, Sec.l,
papes 1522 to 4523 Yo e




Welfare.,

Helfare ¥easures in Government Factoriles:
i? . EQSO EIEBEI‘ 8 ‘;Easemé.flt.-f

At a speclal press interview at New Delhi on 29-11-1944, Mr. #a
Fimbker, lLabour Welfare Adviser, Governvent of India, claimed tha#
largely through the influence of the welfare branch of the Departmgms of
1abour, Government of India, the Government was adopting 2 new attfimlies
towards all questions concerning labour. Government has been enabls
to keep in touch with the working class movement throughout the ¢l
-mawpe particularly in factories concerned with war work. Xmemgk A
the centres where labour welfare officers are stationed are arsenally
war depots, ordnance and food factorles, dockyards, reilways, mint#,
Government security presses, mines and‘zhumber of plantations. Thes
interests of postal and telegraph workers are of special concern. 1
ment's labour branch is not concerned directly with private indus
The branch also functions through & number of assistant labour adv}
stationed at seven key peints throughout the country. These com
pombay, Madras, Calcutta, Iahore, Cawnpore, Jamshedpur and Jubbulpi
Plans are under way to open another centre somewhere in Assam. He
stated that through this labour welfare machinery,attempts are bell
made on the one hand to extend amenities for war workers in the way
better housing, trensport and cheap grain, while on the other the OeW
ment is kept informed of labour grievances and needs. Conditions e

slowly improving, &nd xky although the basic wages of these workers NEw
not gone up,thelr serni have increesed, pertly threugh overtime ang
pertly threugh dedrness allovwances. e

(The Statesman, $0-11-1944)4 ¥

palanced Diet for Civil labour Units.s

_ A number of civil labour units ure being raised for work with the
army in field service areas. Desides the other amenities made availabl
to labour, these units will be supplied with rations which ensure &
balanced and sustaining diet. The ratlions prescribed includé graime,

pulses, vegetables, milk, ghee, tea, cocoa, suger, meat, tinned fish .
and vitamin tabletis. o

Indisn labour Gazette, Yctobe®y = i
( ’ 1944 ) o




¢

Cheap Food for Postal Staff:

—XFTangerents bolng Wds

At the recent session of the Central Assembly an assurance was glven
that the Government of Indla was conslidering the supply of foodstuffs
at concession rates to the staff of the Posts and Telegraphs Pepartment
wherever practicable. chemes are already working in some arees and it
is learnt that arrangements are well advanced and a start will be made
in Bembay at a very early date. Similar arrangements will be made in
various other places. Ihe rates to be charged, it is understood, are
under consideration-and will be declded shortly.. ]

v

(The Hindustan Times, 27-11-1944),
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Production.

workingt of Hulti le Shifts in Factories
k: | n 804-

Medras .~ Reference was made at page 51 of our report for September
1944 "working of mltigle shifts in factories in Madras, Bombay
and the North lost Frontier frovince during May and June, 1944, During
beth July and August, 18944, the mumber of factories working maltiple
shifts in MRdras was 249 and the number of workers involved was 33,0990
and 33,066 respectively, During July, 161 rice mills were working E
mxltipia shifts imstead of 160 during June; the number of workers, how-
ever, increased by 25 only. The maxXimum number of workers doing malti- -
Ple shifts was engaged in the textile lndustry, being 18,735. BNext came
rice mills with 6,512, followed by engineering facteries (1,946),
tobaceo re-dryimg factories (1,590) and sugar mills (1,381). During
August, 1944, t-he number of these factories resained the same but there
was a fall 1n the mumber of workers doing multiple shifts due to the
number of workers in the textiles group falling by 33 to 18,702. The
welfare activities included supply of tea, tiffim sheds, neth

the mmaiber of facteries providing them was the same a8 P§ﬂ
month,

In the first week of August, 1944, in Bombay 66 mills
orke::s were working night shifts . In Ahmedabad in the
au; thore were 61 mills with 46,035 workers which

jpco.- In the North West Frontier Province
Y P EPF and 12 factories empleying 1,546
verlm working deuble and mltipls shifts reapeetively ﬂr&ng
July, 1944. The figures were the seame as for the provious month. The
welfare activities were continued as in June 1044,

o~
(Zmiaxtrtxix®t Indian Iabour Gazette,
October, 1944).

Debate in the Council of State émee Coal
mrrmm .
' 0l Indus tTy «+

In the Comncil of State on 9-11-1944 Mr. Hossain Imam moved a
reselntion recommending to the Govemor-general-in-Council, félappeht
a commlittoe to #mquire into the coml situation an_4 report onft he means
to increase pre&uction, including compulsory amalgamations or nationale
jzatien, 1f mecessary®, Mr. Immm asked why the Government wén® not
@vm%sany statistics 1n regard to coal cutput. Quoting from official
reperts published before 1937 Mr. Imam said that the number of colleries
todey had been reduced. Cog&l cutput in Raniganj and Jharia was reduced
from 16,8 to 16.6 mlllien tons. Only 72 out of 385 colleries had a
raising of more than 5,000 tons 2 month. If this was compared with the
pesitioen in other countries, one would be surprised to see the number of
collieries which were engaged in uneconomic production in Indila.

Mre PN. Sapru said he was in favour of State ownership of the
irdus try. Ho was against compulsory amalgametions which would 3 lead
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to the establishment of monopolistic concerns. Deploring conditions of

lmines, said that the inadequate wages paid was one of the
M- aen-—wodeemad- the employment of women underground. As a mem-
ber of the Health Survey Committee he had occasion to visit some coal-
mines. Housing conditions of labour were mxtmp extremely bad.

Mr. K.N. Moaling thought it lnadvisable to set up a committes to
consider nationalization of coalmines at the present juncture. There
was nationalization of sueh industries in many parts of the world and it
might come to India also. He thought that the industry might take
advantage of the war conditions and offer unfair terms to the country.
_The shortoomings of the industry at present was due to several factors
connected with the war, the most important of whieh was that considerabls
mining labour brd left to take up more important functions elsewhere.
The position, however, would improve as the war situation improved and
there would be plenty of coal available. It would then be not the imabj-
14ty of the imdustry to supply coal; the bottle-neck would be that of

Pandit H.N. Banzru supporting the reselution said that one of the
wain facters for the lew production of co2l was labour. Miners were paid
inadeguate wages and theoir increased earnings in 1943 were not ¢ommensu-~
rate with the increased cost of living. Miners worked only feur or five
days a week and =8 thelr monthly earnings could not be calculated on
their daily earnings. Houslng conditions were bad and medical relief
was inadequate, He urged that mine labour should be treated as skilled
labemr: Another ressen fer the low productlon of coal was that some
shplsysss wars unwilling to raize more coal beceéuse of the Excess Profits
T™ax whieh, they considered, was a waste on capital. They felt it would
be ) ‘the mines after the war. The Government should
mie $¥86if ponsible 76y the proper consumption, comservation and |
preduction of ¢ofl. "hat could be done by the Government only by taking |

Sir A. Ramsswamy Mudaliar, Supply Member, Government of India,
agreed that there was room for improvement of labour conditioms in col-
lieries., He wanted, however, to ask the Nouse to consider the prices
which coal fetched a few years ago and todey. The Government had now
fixed the rates for certain qualities of coal at Rs. 9-8-0 to Ws. 1o
por tom a8 against the average price until 1942 of about Rs. 3 a ton.

The needs of the war had brought about a rationalization of the coal
indus try and he hoped 1t would continue even after the war, Referring
to the argament of high prices which colliery shares fetched, the Supply ,
Member sajd that 1n the present days it was not apm indication o the
relative presperity of the tbade.Rwmpi® People had more money and the
share valnes went up. In regard to the allsgation that production had
beon S lewed down to ovade EPT he said that he had inquired into the
matter apd fowund no truth in it. On the contrary, production of coal had
gone up. The Government bad given certain inducements by way of bonus
etec ., to step up coal production. One of the foremost causes for the
low prodnction of coal was lack of essential equipments. Until recently
the purebases of cuttere and other equipment were matters of private nego-
tiatiems between colliery owners and their agents in the United Kingdom.
The government gave them impert licences, but K8y did not lmow if
colllery owners' agents in England were able to get the necessary
priority required for the mapufacture of equipments needed apd for
their shipment. Tn Decembor 1943 the Government made bhaskselfes respon-
sible for the import and supply of machinery. Just as fra ntation s
of agricultural lands, fragmentation of collieries also had become & ,
serious moblem. Plans were being considered for the prevention of
fragmentation. About publication of the amount of coal output he sald
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that the defence authorities thought such publication should be stopped
fer seecurity reasons.

The Government of India wemd considering the various aspects of
the coal industry. ey had already fixed the price of coal at pitheads.
Other control measures, which had been taken, would doubtless improve
labour conditiensy If a colliery was not playing fairfthe Government
had power to taéfe. over the management of the col%iery.‘

The resolution was lost.

~{fThe Statesman, dated 10-11-1944),"

TUeSe Misslon to set up open-cut Coal }Ainigg
Pr6Joct 18 BLDAT .+

It 13 understood that a U.3. Mission 1s being sent to India to set
up the first bigscale open-cut mining project with modern @quirments
in pikar. The mission will be headed by Mr. Daniel Young, Superin&endent
Bngineer for Foley Brothers Inc. of Pleasant¥ille (New York). Ihe - !
roject will be financed entirely by the Government of India.

e

(The Hindustant Times, 16-11-1944),.




Food.

Food Procurement Sub-committee Appointed
overnmont of In e

In pursusnce of the recommendation of the Centrel Food “Advisory
Council, (vide pages 40 to 41 of our report for July, 1944), the Govern-
ment of India has appointed 2 sub-commlttee from amonpgst members of the
Counell to consider the question of food grains procurement. The sub-
_ .. committee includes Sir Datar Singh, Sir N. Gopalaswaml Ayyangar, Sir

Purshotamdas Thakurdes, and Mr. D.P. Khaitan. Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao will act

as secretary. The first meeting of the sub-committee is 1likely to be

,, held at New Delhi on December 12, 18 and 14 under the chairmanskip of

i S8ir J.P. Srivastava, Food Member, Government of India. The agenda
includes considerstion of Mr. Somerset Butler's report on the working
of Government grain monopollies in certain provinces, which 1s now under
examination by the Food Department. t 1s 2lso Xk likely that the
comrd ttee will suggest measures to enlisft the co-operation of landlords,
i1f 1t 18 decided to extend monopeoly purchese to other areas in India.

v
{The Statesmen,dated 29-11-1944),

Restrictions on Slaughter of Cattle.s

Instructions regarding measures to be considered feor restricting
the slasughter of cattle were recently issued by the Government of India
to the Provincial Govermments. The instructions were sent in the
interest of preserving cattle for agriculture and for milk supply which
is very short. It is now understood that those instructions have been
carried out in seven provinces, while the others, namely, Bengal,
Punjab, Sind and the North Westeem Frontier rrovince are reported to be
8till having the matter under consideration.

H"’

(The Hindustan Times ,28-11-1944)

‘The Pukjab Foodgrains Control Order, 1944.,

The Punjab Government has gazetted, on 27-10-1044, the Punjab Food-
grains Control Order, 1944, under which no person shall engage in any
undertaking which involved the purghase}sale or storage for sale, in
wholesale quantities of any foodgreing excert under and in accordance
with a licence issued in that tehzlf by the District Maglstrate.

(The Funjab Gazette, dated -
3-11-1944, pPart I, Pages
608 to €06).

|
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control Noasures. +

The Bress Utem#dls (Control) order, 1944.+

The govermment of India on 1ll-11-1944 gazetted the Brass Utensils
(Control) r, 1944)for contrelling the mapufacture and sale of

utensils miade from brass sheets released under an ag_provad scheme by
the Centrel Governmment. This 18 in super€ession ofksimilar‘ Order issued

in June, 1944.

(NoBification No. 90(53)~c/44, dated
11-11-19447 the Gazette of India,dated

11-11-1944, part I, section 1, pages
1424-1443 ).

Relaxation of Control of Newsprint Consumption:
Uen EI’EI overnmen 8 a8 s ec.’.

A _press neote was issued by tho Covernment of India on 23-11-1944
allotting Hn &xXtra quotz of mewsprint for newspapers from 1-1-1945.
also specifies a lower ceiling price the¥ the ruling prices for daily
papers and peatricta advertising space to 45 per cent of the total
space so a8 to give further reading mtter to the publie,

It

e

(The Hindustan Times, 24-11-1944).

Meximmm Teiloring Charges for Suits Fixzed.s

The Government of Indisa on 18-11-1944 pozetted a notification
under the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordinence, 1944, fixing
the maximum rates that may be charged by tailors for making sults.

(The cezette of India, dated -
18-11-1944, Part I, Sec.l, pages
1484 to 1485 ). _



The Sind Hotel R4tes and Lodging
HOGEE NOtes (CORLIrol) Order, 1934 .+

The Sind Government, on 27-10-1944, iszued the Sind Hotel Rates
and Lodging House Rates (Control) Order, 1944, under which a controller
appointed by the Government may, on application by a tenant, induire
into and settle the rates chargeable by any hotel or lodging house in
the provincs.

(The Sind Sovernment Gazette, dated
2-11-1944, Part I, pages 1028-1029).
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e Post-War Reoomsbrmetions.

ganrbxfal Technical Power Board to be set up.,

‘ Roference was made at page 65 of ocur report for September, 1944, to
the prepwalll to set up a Central Technical Power Board. It is now
understood that the Central Govermment has decided to constitute the
Board which will act as a central planning organisation and will advise
the Central, Provinelal amd State Governments as regards encouraging.
Planning and pressing forward the widespread development of publie
electrielty supply throughout the country. e

The basie fumctiens of the Board will be to collect material relating
to powar resources and study amd plan schemes fer power utilisatien so
as to Mring about imprevement im the national econemy, partieularly in
those zemes where the scope for develeopment of electrie supply seems teo
be Maingi bat where no active planning appears to be on hamd. Tims,
in eemsuliatien with the Provincisl or State Govermments, it will under-
take investigations, conduct surveys, prepare Ytechmical schemes” and
supply an appreciation of the effect of the scheme on the general
economy of the region. The resulss of the surveys, planning, and JEEEmx
estimates will form & "preject repert”. '

The Board will alse assist the Provincial Governments and States
in roghrd to rural electrificatiem and emcourage the developmnt of
. gation and rurel ele¢ifical dovelopment whore such schemes can

ntties, Tt is intended that the Bear:
. 6rity responsible for the lead direstion and collatien of
e BEE BEFWYS thRroughout India on a recegnised standerd desis.
In casrying out this work the Board will encourage Provimcial amd State
Governments to develop thelr own hydro-graphic surveys and will assist
will be : to review amd lay down for the whole of India standard wveltage

'and practicea for generation, transmission and distribution of eleectri-

city, to imitiate the broad limes ef research programmes desirable for
the retuilrements of the special conditions of elsctric power dsvelep-

meat in Tndla; to initiate propagenda for the education of the publie

in the uses of electrieity; ana to inltiate and devise schemes for the
training of Indlan engimeers in the specialised field of publiec electri-
city supplye. o , .

The Beard's organisation will be divided into four sections: pewer
aystem plsmning; power utilisation; public relations and prope ganda; and
secretariat. The power system planning section will ecover subjects
relating %e hydro-power station sites, hydro-electric surveys, power
trensmission, and thopwal pewer station investigations. Similarly, the
power utilisation section will deal with power requirements of and
supplies to electro-chemical a motallurggcal industries, industrial
pewer and mining, rurel elactrlgyfication and power irrigation, research,
snd the develepment of electrical manufactures,

Pno Board will consist of & chairman, two full-time members, three

' part<time members snd, number of ex-officio members. The chairmen will

be the Electrical Commissioner with the Governmment of India. The
headquarters of the Board will be in calecutta.

e

(Industrial Bulletin of the Employers'
Federation of India, 13-11-1944 ).
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Poob-HEI-euTnetIwe s

Sir Williem Stampe's Plan for 'Electrical Federation
a v . 4

A plan for an "glectrical Pederetion of India" has been worked
out by 3ir William Stampe, Irrigation Adviser to the govermment of
Ipdia, The basic fdea of the BX plan, which was explained by him at
& press conference held at New Delhi on 20-11-1944, 1s the harmessing
of river water to produce electric power im and using that
pump more river water to irrigate areas which would not otherwise be
irrigated. The electric power thus preduced would be used not only for
pamping water tut for supplylng cheap energy to villages which other-
wide would not get cheap water. The 1dea of electrifying the villages
and village industries im Tndia is, in Sir wWilliam's view, impracticable
excopt 1in combination with large-scale schemes of puiping water for
irrigation., Village industries are not likely to work more than five
or six hours a day, but electrically eperated pumps or tube wells, such
as have beén successfully installed in the United Provinces making use
of the Ganges Canal water, will work practically the whole day and
provide a basic load en which the whole scheme can rest. If India
were to adopt a polley of blg pumping schemes, he said, 1t would be
possible to make power avallable to villages at a maximum rate of one
anna per unit.

TS SSReNE- 38 to bs tried in the FPunjab in combination with a
project Intended te overcome one of the blggest engineering preoblems
4n the whols of India, namely, Vater-logsins- Water—legging has
developed in the Punjab mainly because the rocky ridge whieh rPuns
throagh tke provinee provents the natural seepage of subsoil water
to the seuth and south-west. JIf not quickly @hecked several millien
acres of land would go out of cultivation. The technique sugges ted
is to drain the water -legged areas by pumping the water into the
river so that more land further dewn could be utilised. To obtaln
poweyr for pumping, it is prorosed to harmess a big fall on the Upper
Jhelum Canal and generate about 22,000 kw. The power is to be wmaed
to energise about 2,000 tube wells to pump water into the rivers and
will incidentally be available for village industries in the area.

. &5/511/{'5\'%3&

The irrigation projects now under constructién;with the help of
the Centre cover 572,000 acres and the projects under examination will
bring another 1,234,000 acres under irripgatien. The total cost of
these sehemss is Rs. 58,8 million, the Centre subsidizing to the
extent of R8. 4.4 million. The additional erop expected is roughly
400,000 tens. A number of projects have been undertaken by provinces
on their own initiative amd thess represent capital expenditure of
RS. 31l.]1 million. The srea expected to be irrigated is over 2 million
acres)and the additienal yield of food grains to be obtained over
400,000 tons . Most of these projects are expected to be completed
by the end of 1945, Among the long-term hydro-electric projects
prepesed to be taken up immediately after the war are the Some Valley
sehome for United Provinces, Central Provinces, and Bihar where it is
proposed that seme 100,000 kw can be made avallable for agricultural
and industrial develepment at economical rates; xx a large storage
and hydro-electric dam on the Nayar tributary of the Ganges, which
will secure sever2l landred thousands of acres the XmpPEe® upper
and lower ganges canals, and the joint Punjab-U.F. Jume valley scheme
whereby additional irrigation and hydro-electric supplies from the
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Tons tributary of the Jumma River, will be developed on a large scale.

(The Statesman, dated 21-.11-1944 and
the Vangnard, dated 22.11.1944 ), v

Byderabad Iabour Investigation
Etee™s Tiie AEITe

Roference was made at pages 40 to 41 of our report for May, 1 gy
to the setting up of & labour Investigation Committee in Byderdbad
gstate. The Committee has recently i1ssued a Questionnaire for collect-
ing data from employers and workers on subjects such as existing labour
legislation, employment conditions wages and earnings and labour
welfade activities.

/

v
(The Hindu, dated 30-19-1944),

en permanent Indian
OTTTce 1h LondoR.

Pl‘ 1 to O‘

A maoat Iadian seientific office in Ilendon, which will cement
and maintain the relations established during their mesent visit to
» ;i being planfed by the perty of Indian scientists who are now .

Brit

tenring B:‘ita.ta and the U.8.,A. to study advanced methods of scientific
researeh (vide pages 6465 of our report sf for October, 1944). This =
my be & mucleus from which may grew a complete organization acting in
liaisen with India for the purpose of collaboraticn and mutual assist-
ance in British-Indian trade and sclentific problems. The organization,
in the first instance, is likely to consist of a directer and a smmll
executive staff. It would be one of the duties of the office to co-

when they o-e ‘to BEngland: &r—m-ﬁn-l-a-g-.
o
(The Statesman, 12-11-1944). .

R8. 300 Million Road Plan for Bihar..s

A plan for the development of commnications in Bihsr at a cost of
RS . 300 million is being prepared by the post-war reconstruction sectiam
of the Bikar Public Works Department. 4 network of tar-macadam roads
will link =m3%kpx all parts of the province, converging at Patna, eapital
of the province. Metalled roads will keep easy communication between
all sub-divisions, while all the villages will be linked with the sub-
divisions and di.st.riets by metalled or Wmmetalled rozds, according as
the importance of & village demanded it. North Blhar under the plan
will have the largest number of roads, where even the smallest village
will have & connecting feeder road. A X2y survey of routes has already
started. Besides many other bridges and culverts, a bridge, at a cost
of R3. 50 million will be Wuilt on the Ganges, which will link North
Bihar with the rest of the Provimte.

(The Statesman, 20-11-1944). L~ }
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. India's Post-War Export Trade:
Vamman 'S [ o

It is understood that the question of making adequate publicity
arrangeméents in caantries outside India in the interests of India's
pos t-war export trade 1s engaging the attention of the Government of
India. In & commnication addressed to various commercial organisations,
the Government states that in the matter of commereial publicity abroad
India‘'s achievements, both in the realm of art and industry, have not
secured the attentlon that they deserve. As the war draws to a close,

T tio time shomld be lost in selzing the expert markets which India's .

expanded production will need, and which are at present clear of the Axis
trade. Therefere Government Xkmx thinks that a real effort should now
be made to see that the goods and raw materials which Indie produces for
markets abroad are displayed to thelr best advantage, particularly in new
fields like Persia, heving regard to the keen competition which Indian
goods will be forced to encounter in the postewar world.

It 18 suggested that the publicity may be of different kinds, as
for example, by a display of samples of goods by holding exhibitions,
by advertisement, display of posters, piectures and films and by distri-
bution of literature, catalogues, ctec. It is also pointed out that the
present publicity organlsation of the Government of India can be convert-
ed inte a powerful weapon feor publicising India's culture and commerce,
as the neefl for pablicising her war effort declines. Views and detailed
' hean 1nvited by the Government from commerecial organi-
X enfereonce with representatives of trade and industry
may, 1f mmmx necessary, be held in the near future to facllitate consi-
deration of kthe matter.

(The Times of Imdia, 20-11-1944).Y

& Bombay Government sets up ReBonstruction
s “DeTETTIER .1

4 new department in the Bombay Government Secretariat has been
created to deal with pest-war recenstruetion, according to. a press noie
recently issued. The Reconstruction Department, as it 1s known, will
deal with a number of subjects formerly allotted to the Revenue Depart-
ment, such as land improvement, co-operative socleties, agriculture,
~village improvement, rural industries, water supplles, water power,
forests, pest-war reconstruction and the resettlement of soldiers. The
Reconstruction Commissioner with the Government of Bombay, Nr. B.W.
Perry, I.C.3., will be ex~officio Secretary to the Government »L in the

new department.
A L
" (The Times of India, 25-11-1944),
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./ ggggagiyg Reconstruction Plan for
sleg

A comprehensive but tentative picture of the U.P.! fo:

five~-year post-war plan is now available. The schgme]:s %%ﬁggdmi;htgg,
plan are reported to represent only the first phase in plamming. They
are ondy-toniative—amd subject to modification and revision in the 1light
of closer examination. The estimates of costs likewise indicated in &
the schemes are only rough estimates which, it is made c¢lear, should
not imply any definite commitments on the part of Government: They are
likely to be recast and revised. Though ultimately a 20-year programme

of reconstruction is envisaged, & begimning it is repo e
; ported, will be mad —

with & five~year plam, Since limitations gf finance, orgar;ization and °

lack of trained personnel forbld simultaneous execution of all sahemes

er parts of some schemes, it is reported, the five~year plam schemes are

going to be arrenged in an order of priority. The order camnot be

precisely determined till the Schemes take final shape. But, broadly

it isdpoasible to indicate that revenue producing schemes will be giv;n

mrecedence over revenue spending schemes. Since agrieultural sche

are indirectly preductive,they will be fairly highgin the prioritymeﬁst

whj.lfl: Slaefpr&&e g& place 'tll be given to schemes pertaining to the ’

wolfare of ex-2o0ldiere so that they might be absor them ima

on demobilization, v & ° orbed by 1me§1ateh

 Reads & The scheme for public works estimated to cost about
TIITSR includes a road bullding programme costing about Rs.49b
Loty ¥REeR §0 Puperted to bave a8 1ts leng-term target a total read
age of 60,801, com ing national highways, national trails, provin-
cial highways, ma jor district reads and village roads.
tion and Power.- Besides road buildimg,the Public Works
DepartUgAt '8 I1Weyedr plen 1is also reported to contain feur important
irrigation and hydro-electric schemes the total cost of which is roughly
estimeted at about Rs. 245 million. 180,000 acres are likely to receive
intensified irrigation by the five-year irrigation schemes while the
new area likely to come under censal irrigation through them will be
1,775,000 acres, As regards hydro-electrie schemes, while the generat-
2iny ing capacity of present hydel grid is 48,000 kilowats, the likely
. peak capacity of the five~year hydel schomes 1s 296,250 kilowats.

' Ag enltural Develepment.- Agricultural development costing about
RS . ‘ B comes ne i the achedule of estimated expenditure.
The leng-term object of the agricultural plan is said to be to increase
foed preduction by about 50 per cent within a dec of the termination '
‘of the war. There are reported to be 12 schemes for organizing new
agricultural research activities and for intensifying existing ones RRIE
whieh will be taken either by the Provincial Govermment or possibly by
the Central Gevernment. There are reported to be eight schemes for
propagation of their results. The maln features of the plan are said
to be malitiplication and distribution of improved seeds to the tune of -
about 1,500,000 waunds (lmd=about 82 lbs.) every yeer, utilization and
fertilization of oil-cakes to the extent of 1,800,000 and 1,000,000
maunds respectively, introduction of better implements and power-driven
machinery and modern technique in agricultural practive, development of
fruit and vegetable production &nd gradual reclamation of waste lands,
which copstitute 26 per cent of the total area of the province, by )
anti-erosion measures and other land management schemes. A scheme 18 |
also reported to bave been drawn up for providing cheaper credit to ]
cultivators and marketing of their produce on co-operative basis. It
will probably involve a total recurring expenditure of Re.6 .8 million.

e
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Specisl training will be given teo soldiers in agriculture and allied
”bjecuo

' Education.- The post-war plan of education is reported teo envisage
both ¥ JHEFE-term and a long-term programme;” ¥he first for five years,
and the second for 20 years. It envisages compulsory primary and
secandary education for boys between 6 and 14 years of age. 1t 1s esti~
mated that if the scheme i2 introduced in the whole province simltane-
ously, it will bring about 9,000,000 boys within the range of compulsion
and reduire about 350,000 teachers to educate them, besides the tremend-
oas problem of bulldings to homse these schools. Hence the decision is
- reported-te have been taken that the schems will be introduced in stages
from one revenue division to another and spread over 20 years. A begin-
ning will be made in the first five yecrs with five districts which have
been the foremost seldier-recruiting districts of the provinee and, as
a result, will briag about 4,000 boys te school. 70 high xzkmaiwyxzzknsk
achoolay will be provided for girls. The & schemes devoted to the
progress of education will probably cost about Rs. 20 millionm.

Industries.~ While the full 20-year programme is estimated toc ost
abeut ™ W, 1958 #1llion, 14 industrial mkx schemes, reperted to be part
of the piap, are likely teo ecest Rs. 25 million eg&ch. 35ix of these are
specifically deveted to encomraging and fostering smmll-scale industries,
and four seek te provide increased faclilities for industrial training
both in lower and h;l%her grades by opening #ix polytechnics and expand=-
ing the Harcourt putler Technological Insfitute.

. Ty p for pblic boslth and ];?i&&t
36 mills

R L s oA, . disea%e
Nodical and Pablic “eslth Departments between themselves are reported to

wves produced 56 schomes+ These imelude a special scheme te combat ,
malaria, extension of mmtermity and child welfare eentres, travelling !
dispensaries and mobile fleld hyglene units for gontrol of epidemics.
Alengside, prophylactic and preventive measures’,Tacilitles fer medical
relief both in urban and rural areas,are to be considerably emlarged.

Pwo children's hospitals are projected for Iucknow and Agra, while a
tubereunlosis clinic is envisaged for every district. A third medical
college in the province is contemplated, while expansion of medical
relief in rural areas is to be secured by establishing about 500 addl-
"tional dispensaries and by mmbaiill subsidizing 500 medical practitioners
willing te settle in rural areas. Indigenous dispensaries will also be
encouraged by subsidles. _

In drawing up these plans the interests of returned soldiers are '
reported to have been kept prominently in view. While all development
activitles are calculated to benefit soldiers’' community as part of the
general pablic and while special preference will be glven to demobilized
military persomnel im the recruitment of staff as such, 14 special
schemes are reported to be devoted to their special needs. They are
said to inelude five schemes for the colonization, four for placing thely
demobilized men in ¢ivil industries for independent mEzupxtisnamdx
oecapations and others for their training in modern methods of agricul-
ture and allied industries.

The schewmes are parely tentative, and their final adoption has to
be made by the Bxecutive committee of the Post-war Reconstsmction Board.,

Y

‘( The Hindustan Times, 6~11-1944), _,.,
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Post-war Planning ln Indian States:

The Committee of Ministers of Tndian States at its meeting at
Hyderabad (.,nn) on 5-11-1944 considered questions relating to the Central
Government!s post-war reconstruction plans as far as they wonld affect
the states, the industrial poliey of the Government of India and post-war
plans for civil aviation in India. Sir Manubhai Mehta presided.

Statemen ago by the Member for Planning and -Development, Gevern-
mont eof India, at Marecent mectings of Industries and General Poliey gmx
committees in Bombay, (vide pages @§-71 of our October 1944 repert),
were also considersd. (t

The Committee felt that in the intersst of States and of the country
as & whole, there should be the fullest possible co-eperatien between,

BEritish India @M and the States as regerds post-war planning and indust-
It further emphasised that States mist be assoclated

rial developwent.
with the formlation and implementation of policles which affected them
and in which their co-operation wie particularly desired. :

(The Vanguard, dated 7-11-1944).

aia:
e

The propesod creation of a Central Road Reard was among the Ruemt |
questions $Ex discussed by the Standing @ommittge for Roads which met mf
Nov Dolhd under the charimanship of Sir Eaward “enthall em 11-11-1944, !
A Conferenco of the Chief Engineers of Provinces and States held in |
Fagpur in December 1943 had recommended the setting up of a Central Road ‘g

Board with adequate anthority and powers, guided by an Advisery Couneil,

to deal widh the detailed poliey and day-to-day administratiom of road
erve impartially the interests of the

§

.Elanning and programme and to & f
Jentral, Provincial amd State “overnments. The consensus of opiniom inm |
the StAnding Committee was in favour of the general idea, but the §
committee desired that more progress should be made in consultation |
with the Provincial Governments concerning the scope mfx amd nature i
of the reorganisation before they promounced an opiniom. The matter, f
1t 1s undgrstood, will also be considered by the Poliey Committee for
Pos t-Nar Pransport.

[

(The Vanguard, 14-11-1944).
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Progress of Reconstruction Planning
- "IN MEATED . ¥

fhe progress made in respect of post-war reconstruction plans in the
padras presidency by the various Sub-Committees appointed to deal with
sgriculture, livestock, transport, communications, women's interests
problems of demobllised soldiers, public health and other subjects, is
indicated by the proceedings of the Sub-Committees, the minutes of which
have been issued by the CGovernment recently.mhtds While some of the
Sub-Committees have completed their plans, others have further work
befare them. -

pport on Agriculture.- 4#ccording to the Agricultural Committee,
BHtal quosvIon 1M regard to agriculture was the attainment of
selfsufficiensdy in the matter of foodgrains after the war. <'he sters
to increase production and fix floor economic prices for paddy are also
referred to. The question of regulation and control of the area under
cultivation between food and commercial crops was also considered.

G

that HHE roaads) portions of the rroposed national highways and
impertant roads comnecting agricultural and industrial centres should
be under the direct control of the Provincial Government, tut the new
village roads to be bullt under the Post-war Development Schems should

constructed by the Government from &X@ke own funds. The formation
of & luighwey Department’', to carry oul the schemesyinvolving an annual
SXPERIITIre of 50 militon under aﬁ&mse head in the budgets, was.
alse recommended. Om the question of jLré&nsport ir the postw ar perlod, |
4t was 2esolved that Lrensport service could be operated efficlently 4
only through large companies owning at least twenty vehicles, on a 4
competitive basls. It was also decided to encourage the formation o
railway road compenies. The Committee had been informed that very
few Apmy vehicles would be suitable for civil use after the war, and
that no quick supply of new vehicles could be expected.

(The Hindn, dated 5-11-1944), «

Sir M. Visvesvaraya's 5-Year Flan for
=TT Ktonomic Development .+

ir M. Visvesvaraya, Prosigent, All-India Manufacturers Organiza-
t10f 7 PFdR1ding over the third quarterly meetirng of the Central Commd t-
tee lé' the Organization held at Calcutta on 28-11-1944, suggested &
five-year plan to. double agricultural and industrial production in the
country and asked for an annual Government grant of Rs. 80,000,000 for
the purpose. Arrengements, he said, should be mede to start at least
a dozen heavy industries the moment war is over. Arrangements for
isypinspmant developing agriculture might also be made simmltaneous ly
and funds given for it. ‘

He suggested the creation of a separate industries department by k
the Central government in charge of & Member, the establishment of an g
economic council for industri:s, agriculture, cowmnications and for
a1l developments which had economic advance as their aim,and of an B
institute of technology. He also suggested tiut all military works ang

<
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factories constructed by the British, imerican and Indian Governments
should receive special investizutior and study by & committee, predomi-
pantly Indisan, with nccessury technical element added, with a view to
converting them into factories for civilian incustries and thereby
providing employment to demobilized employees from the Army, Navy and
4ir Porce.

(The Stztesman, 29-11-1944), “

" Road Plan for Kadras ..

A lo-~year programme of post-war road development in Madras Province,
estimated to cost Rs. 700 million,has been drawn up by the Special Road
Develepment Engineer, Government ©of adras. Consideration has been
givej.n the plan to the opening up of interior tracts, the need for
conndeting villages with ingustrial marketing cenires, the provision of
facllities for the transport of forest produce and the development of
areas where industrial enterprises are springing up.

The scheme contemplates the upgrading of 5,000 miles of the existing
trunk roads and second-class roads to the sgandard of national and
provineial highways, about 14,900 miles of second-class and third-class
roads to the standard\ of new ma jor district roads and 7,800 miles of

-61a38 apd village roads to the standard of other district roads

+WoToTeTe £ Bl 8,800 miles of existing village roads. It
also provides for the construction of new national higlways and other

Kinds of peds exceeding 19,000 miles, which includes 13,000 miles of

village roads. o : |

The total length of roads im the Province, excluding Manicipal
streets amd lanes was 36,670 miles in 1942, of which 35,0656 miles were
in charge of local bodies. Only 16,000 milss of these roads can be
said to be fair or good. .

(The Skxt Hindu, 22-11-1944).

GERERAL.

Cons titution- of United Nations'! Food and

Egricultural Orgenisation accepted By
Uentral Assembly et

The Central legislative Assembly on 21-11-1944 voted for the

acceptance by India of the constitution @f the Food and “gricultural
Imkix organisation of the Unlted Nations. The acceptence was, however
subject to the condition that the Central Covernment would imflement
the recommendetion of the Organisation in regsrd to all impordant
questions of policy only with the arproval of the leglslature,

23

 (The Pindusten Times, 22-11-1944), l




omt o _Oondi b1 ons .-

Report on the Staple Length of the Indian Cotton Crop o 1943-44
Season. Price 4 as, The Secretary, Indian Central Cotton
Committee, Poat Box 1002, Bombay,

social Insurance., -~

Report on the Health Insurance for Ininstriel Workers, by Professor
_B.,P. Adarksr, Printed by the Mareser, Government of Indis Press,

organisation, congresses, etc.-

All-India Organisstion of Industrigl Esmployers, Report of the work
done ®» 8t the 26th sesslon of the Internationsl [&bour Conference,
Philadelphia, April-May, 1944, Y%y Mr. D,G. Mulherker {(Indian
Employers' { substitute) Delegate sand Adviser). Frice Re, 1-8~0.

rPosb-ar Reconastruction,~-

Reconstruction Committee of Council, BJSecond Report on Reconstructionm

Planning. 1944.
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