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The Coal Mines 3afety (Stowin E)
Xmendment Bill, -i;

- 20

A P11 to amend the Coxl Mines Safety (Stowing) Act, 1939, introduced -
on 7+2«1944 by Dr. BaR, ABedkar, Iabour Member, Government of Indis, was
pessed by the Central Legislative Assembly and the Council of State on
23421944 and 29¢2-1944 respectively. The Statement of @bjects and
Ressons appandfd to *he Bi1ll peints emt tmet ®tha Coal Mines Stowing Board
has sometimes in an emergency to execute protective messures under 1ts own
supervision, &s where & mine 13 abandoned, or its ownership is in dispute
or the owmer is not in & position &o unﬁﬂi'tﬁke protective measures himse1f.
Specific proviaion is lacking in the Act sonferring the reduisite powers
for this purposeyincluding the power to enter upon the property concernedj
and pretective works executed by the Board run the risk of being tampered
with after they have been executed. The Act also falls to make clear
_that the Coal Stowing Pund can be utilised to defray the coat of

oot i iR

 “Stowinmp operrtions when these xre carrisd out by any other &gency then

the owner, &gent or manager of the co#l mine. The Rill makes previsions
- to pemove thasse defects. :

' Under sectlion 10 of the Act a colliery owner hasz 2 right of appeal
agrinst an exder of the Chief Inspecter or an Inapecter refuiring him
to undertake protective me®sures. He is hOvacr,'reLn1red to §ive effect
to the order even though an appesl ma\ be ponding.

. ( The Gazette of India, dated 12~2=-1944,
Part V, pages 12, and The Hindusten
Times , dated 1«3~1944 ) e




**t &g'ianlmro ne less tﬁn
we fh%eh affected hor forsign tiade and

y upset the nermel price relatienshipe cenld net tmt
pg iufluence on her agriculture alse., Nereever,

%1 requirements of the cemmunity all out to mebilise
a8 for war affert, altered the relative demsnds for agricultur-
m-. The vary strueture of Indisf's fereign trade tended teo

» wapretinme conditions and altheugh its quiptum, including treds .
—MMQ Services, probably imcressed, 1ts cempesition was
th&agn. In tht :Bherp ef ag-:uulmre, severel

m a1rtienition & sgrionltuse whi -
f tyads with practiecally the vhole ef Enrepa after
Pon , Qm:, Feéurttaﬁ ¥als 'tw ana iﬂat&na :

by the Siﬁmg atffieulties Which becsme Seute ;f e
Indis was c#lled upen to supply large quantities of Whsi 3 'ﬁ m ,

Esst ceuntriss owing %o 1sek of shipping from dustrelia, Apart zrm
theng hoavy exports, the demend in Tadia 1taelf beth on account of Abe

] mﬂ and the enil popmlation kept on inecreasing snd tewsyda the :
=l }Ml there wers unmistekeable sigs of & comparative lhﬁl‘btgo :
o /s The genersl difficulties of shipping ia 104Qed)

t&é ,;sl'; Qtf;’ ol the imperts of Purmese rice inte India and aftay he
sresk of ﬁ: ﬂ*ﬁh Jagan in Docember 1941 snd the invasion of Patmk,
any - pes of securing Birmese rice disappesred altogather. A v:lgsm:
the smltiweter to grow mere food was launched. The war
pr - utmest impertance of & co~ordinsted all-India peliey in reapwed
of a11 the commereial erops which figure so prominently in fereign treds
as alse the food-cpeps on which depend the economlc goodwill &nd con

eperition mg mmaa. .
- -ﬁ-iw .
orriss of the Heememic Aduu Government of India; Remw of ths

. o B 1941wl ﬁshed by erdar of the %ﬁmor—ﬂmeral
ia &nmi:;. By luntger of Publications, Delhi; Princed by
the Manager, Gonment of Tndie Press, Calcutta, 1943, Price Rs.4 or
6, Gds, peges 5@8. : ' :




o ICQnditions.- The eonditions for the industrial mobiligt- }

n 6. e excepilenally favourable throughout the year under 4

viaw snd industrialists were not slow to take adventage of the situation !

sated by the war. Among the factors governing industrisl development, i

ide of place must be given to the international situation during

tlw42, Apart from the international situatien, the conditions prevaile

7 in India also stimulated Increased omtivut. The most 1i. oriaat

wrécteristic of the year was the comparatipe absence of labour trouble

the country. There was no general strike in any important industry

1 the number of working days lost In disputes was the lowest recorded

~ing recent years in which the volume of employment had been satiafac-

*yo In the sphere of public finance conditions were most encouraging;

mitiful supplies of money were available &t prew#ar rates, there were

*dly any fluctuations in exchange and the general increasse in taxation,

ipite increased war expendlture, was not very great., On the other hand

y grester volume of employment, the general rise in the purchasing

rer of the masses and the 1ncrel81n “requirements of Defence Services

ialted in straining the productive resources of the country te the

iest, and, 1n the absence of reationing and other checks, civilian re-

ramonta kept on sempeting with those of Defence Services, Industries

1 thus to cope with & phenomenal 1lncresse in demand which was aggravated

the reatriction of the imports of conasusner goods and the normal pre~war

\de in articles of common use, There was also & general improvement

the shipping position and while the value of both imports and exports

sreased during the year, the increase in the latter was much greater.

»tain industries which during normal years did not figure prominently

the export trade were called uson te enter forelpn ma rkets during the
md-ethers hid to meet Incredelng demsnds from forelmm countries,

Industriglr?rofits.w The chaln index (1928=100) which was 68 in

rPOSS T g 2 oy Which covered about 4 months of the war The
lex rose te Qgté in 1640. The profit figures for 1941, daclﬁred in 1942,
y avallable for 344 companlies. They show thaf the Z44 commsries include
in the index e2rned a net profit of Rs. 222,08 millicn as‘wguinst the
it of Rs. 161 million of the same 342 companiles ir 1640, T.s chain
lex tlwms shows & rise of sbout 38 points &nd is about 39 peints higher
n the bise yvear 1928 which was regarded s one of the most prosperocus
irs after the end of the Grest War, The profits earred in the cotton

.1 industry, iron and steel industry and in the sugsr industry were

» largest.

Industrial Prices.m The large increase in industrial production and
ifits could not have been 8ch1evnd.without the stimulus of tetter
cess The prices of all industrial products ruled firm throughout
y year under review and ylelded substartial profits even after alisawine
* the increassad costa of preductiorn due to *igher ~rices of raw meterisls
wnoeed supge tills snd 5ralser taxation, :

Iudnltrill ?“Gﬁuctioa.- The Review points out that pructically
)rjﬁinﬁusfrv, b1 ig or small, was affected directly or indirectly by the
;ivities connected with war production. The production of munitions
1 gone up manifold; large sums had already besn spent in installing
f plagts and a lspger expansion project was in hand. While, be*ore

. war, the clothing supplies of the Armv were made by enly one factory,
ire were in the period under review 10 Government Clothing Factories,
>loying about Aeexxikex 100, 000 men and turning cut aboul lo,million
ments. Parachute BQuipment. high explosives such ag T.l.T., atc.,

» now being menufactured for tho first time in the countyry. Large
wmts had also been installed for the wmanufacture of sever«l chomi om




minersl producte, glleoy steel, aluminium, etc.; and several
neering works and ciemical works haive come 1nto being. At the
et of *he war some Roo workshops wars known to be availatle, tut
r number was now as hizh as 1500. Apart from the estatlistments
ctly contracting with the Government, there are large numbers of
1 manufscturers now employed as sub-conbractors.

Phenomensl expsnsion hs&s 2180 been witnessed ag regards the
dction of Avmv bhoots and ti ¢ and over 30,000 men are now employed
he ship-bullding and repairing-yards in India., India's domeatic . .
uction of medical instruments &and equipment which was very small in
e-time, bes 8l1so shown a remarkable development. The country used
mport about 300 items of drugs and dressings, which are xmi all manu-
urad in the countrymnow.

Industrial Disputes .- There Were 359 strikes durins; 1941 as-

ared With B22 in the preceding yegr, The munbers of men ‘nvolved .
working days lost were much smiller than in 1940, beinz 291,000 and
0,503 a8 against 453,000 and 7,577,000 respectively. Most of the

kes occurred 1n the cotton and jute induastries, which togsther

unted for 44,0 per cent. of atrikes, 70,3 per cent. of workers

1lved and 66.6 per cent. of the working days lost. 1In 227 or 3.2 per
o of the total nunber of disputes the ehlefl demdnd reliigw oo Wa7ss
ionuses, In 186 out of the 359 strikes workmen wevre snrrasafnl in

; -Seme concessiona, '

Money Market,~ The downward trend of morey rates ir Tndia noticed
.xQs _fhe close of the previous year became more pronounced Suring the
s under review. The demand for funds during the first éight months
appreciably smeller than in tlLe corresponding perlod of the previous
», and the level of money rates was lower than irn 1940-41. The
;reak of war with Japan led to larze purchases of tullion for purvcses
ipeculation and hoarding, and a certain amount of withdrawals from
8. A48 & result, money rsates durirs the liast four monkks were some-

; highker than in the corresponding period of the prrevious yesar, The
se months ' fixed deposit rste sdvanced at the beginning of the year

1 3/4 per cent. to 1 per cent. #s & result of the seasonal trade

ind for funds. With the approach of the slack season, 1t raceded
5/4 per cent. afLer the micddle of June and amin to ¥2 per cent. in
second week of Aupust owing to heavy maturities of treasury bills,
3 minor flucttd%ions, it advanced to 1.1Y4 per cent. in the second

k of December and was maintained at that level up to the close of the
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Ar a3 banks were willing to accept deposits in order to strengthen
eip L1/eition against possible withdrawals,

patriation of Sterling Debt.~ & haginning with the revatriation ~f
Melty sterling debt wis megi"%sfere 193738 through purchasez in the

en market, This operation was temporsrily suspended in 1938~39, but

8 resumed in the folldwing year when 1t was supplemented by € scquisitiend
# under the licence scheme of the 22nd February 1940, 4s the war proge
ssed, Indla's large acquisitions of sterling enabled the suthorities to
place the licence scheme by two comprehensive schemes of ~ompulsory
patriation. The firast related to Indala's terminable steriiug devt and

s announced or tke 8th Fabruary 1941. The second scheme Which wWas-
nounced on the 24tk December 1941 covered fthe non~terminable part of

6 debt, It was potified that the “dvernment af had takan sction o ——
quire as far 23 pessidle the whele of their remaining sterling debt

ther than railway debentures, stock and annuities) conalisting of the

2 per cent, Stock 1926, the 3 per cent, Stock 1948 or after, and the

2 per cent, Stock 1931 of the aggregate nominal value of about £ 188
11ion, made up of £ 11 million, £ 70 million and £ 77 million of the
spective Stocks, Out of a total sterling debt of £ 276 million or

. 5,680 milllop outstanding at the end of 193637, £ 188.26 million

4 been retired up to the end of March 1942,

Ireading Conditions e Tmedine conditiens ware on the whole far mere
vourable during the year under review than during the preceding year
d there was a considerable improvement in the sLipping pogition, The
Jume of foreign tréde during the year under review showed a substantial
cresse, the totel velue of exports during the year,belng the highest
Fins Feeont yehid . TAking 10404l 83 the worst war year from the -
int of view of foreign trade, the value of exports during 1941-42
Sressgd to R, V8P million showing thereby #n increase of Rs, 506.8
111on over the preceding year, This was the highest level attained -
nce 192930 and the valne was about Rs. 620 millior more than the
rerage of the three pre~war years ending 1938-39. This very 3&x large
.crease in the value of exports was partlr due to the higher level of
Jces prevailing in Indisa, but in many céses, it a4lso represented a
ibstantial increase in the quuntities exported, The value »nf Import
#de has nobt Increased to the same extent as that of exporsv srade. The
.credse in the former i Rs. 163.5 million (total Rs. 1,733 u177ion)
erefis in the latéer case £E 13 506.8 million(total Re, £,375.8 million).
wreover, in most of the cases in which an increase in wvalue has been
icorded, the increase was either accompanied by & decline 1n quantity or
\8 out of proportion to the incresdex in Quantity. This was & natural
1sult of the various import controls, the difficulties of obtaining
*ticles both from the U,Ks and the U .S Ao, the productien of shich requi-
yd specislised skill and precision mechinery and the necessity &f
mserving exchange. :

Balance of Trade,~ The merchandise balance of trade in ﬁiiaag of
@i Tncreased to Rs. 799.2 million &s compared with Rs. 419.9 milifes
1 the precedina vear, The incroase, as compared with the figure f‘Q‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
\r yoar of R, 173.8 million, was Rs, 626.4 million, This increnae Whe §
1e to genuine factora governing India's foreign trade such as, the -
i1creased demand for Indlan goods, raduced imports due to various restric~
Lons and the inability of Great Britsain to export any lerge Quantities
f manufactured goods, It may be emph#sised thet the above exports do
ot include the value of stores exported abroad for Defence purposes nor
> they include the wvalue of imports on this account. It is however
robable that the net gain in export values on account of Defence Services




Tt exports was higher by only 6 yer cent. while the value ef exports

5

eulc m m&wable and that the above fia:m: fer mlance of trads
: grcﬂz&r if the Defence Servicea apemtiom are also .

suld ne lenger be used to illmstrete the echanges in the velume of trade

[ India mma The labeur invelved in recslculating these figures fer -
11 the yetrs from 1927428 would be enormous and it has neot been posaible
o undertake it. Pigures on the basis of India proper have, however, been
rlculated for the last seven years and for 192728 which was the tese
sayr of the sarlier series. During the year under review the quan tun
howedl &4n ineretse of 27 per cent. &8s compired with the pfevious year.

he import trade ahewed & reductien in velume to the extent of 9 per cent.
hile in terms of walme it advanced by 10 per cent. during the same

sried;v/'

a1lway Budget for 1944w45,

The B&ilway Badget for 1944=45 wes presented in the Centrel Asgembly
1 16%2«1944 by 8Sir EBdward Bsnthall, Member for War Transpert, Gevernment
r India, The ;-.aults of the Pinancial working of railways fov' 194344
re indicated belew:

Thek mnncigl results for the three yeirs are:
. { In millions)

U IeeRwEd 184344 1944045
(Actual) (Revised) (Estimate)

.

§€§1P%' veesseneeRBY 1,554,8 Ree. 1,785,0 Rs. 15920;0
Ependi ture secese 'QR. ‘» 1’ 194*0 1 R.b 1 ’547 'Qs Rs s 1 ,39’7 .9
1rp1us-oe--......38. 450.7 Rs, 437'7 Rl. 522, 1

Beneral revenues will get this year Rs. 313.7 millj.
illions will be transferred to Rlilvuy Reserve, Ot
batonent are: (1) Large locomotive imPorts from Ame
& OO s,x.% 8,1 ﬁ%, the Gujrat Railway and the
5) Ko new eenltmeti&' projects, (4) Doubling 75 mi
sctions of BengaleNagpur, BengtleAssam and E,T.Ris
ierease 1n raill fayes of all classes by 25 per cént.
g as present conditions exist",

 and Re .108,4

.t,hsllﬁ?q Speeoh s Increlse in Plssenﬁ_er Fares .» Pusengﬁr ;
“for auburben season tickets, Will bDe réise bx 25 per cent
m&a-mu. The additional sarnings are estimeted at Rs, 100 millionss
ey will not be shared betwesn general revenues and railways but will be%
laced in the Railway Reserve apecifically oamarkad for eJLpondituro on *
swer class travel amenities,

3& ,ks !‘m . ne ¢ Against a works programme of Rs. 581.'( millions
“ine Rs 0 millions for the purchasse of the Nad:m® 2ni Seuthcm
thﬁtb& and South Indiln Railways Rs. 5.2 million for the balance of ‘
3¢ purchase price of the Bengal and North-Western and Rohilkuad aad

maon Rallways and R3, 6,7 million for the purchase of the at lnd 4
aond Beramati Railways, there is a provision of Rs, 517 milliéns '
s, 287 miilions from c‘hpital and Rs, 230 millions from the Deprecia
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nd), ut ef which ne less then Rs, 342;4 millions is for rolling stock,
4 rd Benthall disclosed s picture eof rising receipts and growing
enditure combined with an ever increasing strain on railways, With no
erease in the number of engines and coaches and negligible increape in
e number of wagons, the railways have in the firlt six months of &he b ¢

ré pussmger.miles the tulk of the 1atter 1ncrslse being under civilian
affic, Steps are being taken to increase tus service in areas where the
r effort i3 likely to suffer from the existing conpestion of passenger
affic. Publicity campaign against unnecessary travel is also to be
tenaified.

liemtion ef !e,rkers' Conditions,- In December, 1943, 521 grain
ops Tune ~ 78,008 e ration card holders wero served with
015,000 mamnds (1 sauhd = 82 lvs)of food. The estimate of loss on grain
ops 18 Rs, 100 million in the mEXRE current year and Rs., 115 million in
® next, when a further expansion 1s expécted in the range of commodities,
' pﬁ“ibility of the establisiment of e¢ost price canteens to provide for
o necezsaries of life of higher paid railwaymen 18 also under investi-
tion. It has been decided to abolish the Lower fazetted Service in due
urse but the propesal 1s not being proceeded with at preseut in order
avoid piecemedl reorganization, In due course, & compref€nc’ve review
the salaries of all Government servants in the light of econemic
nditiens which may be expected to prevail is foreshadowed.

Post-war Reconatructiones FPlanning of postewar reconstruction has
"G e e 5 1 nd & Prineipel Rubjects of which the
ilﬂv Bmtrﬁ are cencentratin in addition to the problem of rehsbi-
Etien, sre (1) the 1mp1¢ment1nsz of the decision te conztruct loecemotives
“In THETA, TI1) The isprdvament of the Smenities of traveljparticularly
r lower class puseamers (111) development of staff welfare work,

v) the improved handling of post-war traffic, (v) the plrticipation of
1lways in road services and (vi) the devol?ent of reilways in sccorde

ce with the general policy of road and reidransport. Placing of

« 100 millions, the proceeds from the 25 pdr cent increase in pessenger
affic, was the first positive move towards the finencing of postewar
construction. The programme for lower class passengers' amenities

vers improvements to lower class coaches and the prevision of additional
w coaches of improved designyto provide more space per passsenger, the
1ief of overcrowding by the provision of bus services, overhead mma
tering for the coaches, an extension of waiting sheds and improved
ienities therein, waiting rooms for lady psssenpgers, sanitary latrines,
ndore! shops and stalls, improved boolkine arrangements, plantation of
ade trees and lmproved water supoly, washing places, platforms and more

rerbridges .

Increase in Rallway Fares .~ Speaking about the justiffeatfon for
credsing phssenger Tares by 25 per cent, the 1.&ilwlv Kember declared .
wt 1t muet be at once admitted that the total enhsncement of itiese
iring the war, the extent of which was summarized by t he Chief Commissione
» in his Budget speech 1last year, 18 negligible compared with the rise in
10 price of practically a1l other commodities and services, For wheat
iieh fetched Re. 10 before the war the farmer todey gets Ra, 40; but the
irmer o8n tréansport his wheat in full wagon loads for any distance at -
10 same cost a8 before and on average & journey which then cost Rss 10
yday coeats the farmer less than Rs. 10«8~0, Rall transport and travel
“e among the cheapest things in India today, Uiomfort-ble though travel

iy2x 1t is unquestionsbly good value for presentfiay morey, the oversall
icrease being only 4«/2 per cent. on pre~war farles, and, with money te
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'@ a~d nothing else much to sperd 1t on, the public will n=miusrelly

/61 worea. The statististics of passenger treivel, whieh were quoted,
matrated the rapid increassc in travel and 1t 1s not & mere colincldepce
s the inerease took place ir the period in wiich inflatiocnary tendencies
vme more prominent. It will be ®rgued thet an enhancement of fares will
+ burden on lower class passenpers, There is no dizcrimination preoposed
veen the classes, and 1t cannot be denied that the lower class PRsammpEY
i pessengers will pay thelr sihmre. Dut the incresase 1y Lhe number ef
jengers, mntrl; lower elass, and the flgures of prices are concluslve

>f that such people are in an innsressingly better positior to afford
travel. It 18 the conditions of these pussengers and of the poored™
3ses of the railwaymen and of the mssses which in the post-war period

t be perticuleariy fmproved. G

There ars ghree good reasons for increasing fares todsy: (1) the
pct that such an increase may have on reducing passenger btrivelj; (2) the
Jationary effect owing to the ImmohIlizatior of & substiéntlial volume of
rency snd (3) the opportunity of taking the flrst step tewards uilding
a fund for post=war reconstructiur purposes. As regerds the first, the
erience of 1917, when in similer conditions fzres were imgyeafed, is
ely to be “ﬁpeat“d fction then was [ollovwed bv & Jdnopgose 1n the
ber of peassengers travelling and, although after a year the nuiber
in incressed, it did restrict the number who would shave travelled hed
re been no ineresse in feares, In present conditions iricressirg fares,
ept to & penal extent, will not alone sc reduce trsvel as to prevert
rerowdings The deilationﬂrg effect, comhined with other mezsures which
Mnsnce Famne Ay take, will be & very valusble rontribution to the
ctiar-of infiakion -whish {s India's most pressing economic preblem now,
increase 111 gaods rates on the cther hend, slthough 1t would be theroughe
;uagiiiaéwﬁgggb@,ganaag}hleval of prices, would unless there were
er compensitory sction, tend to have an inflatienlry effect whieh 1t 1s
irable to avold. The arnumenf in favour of mlliding up & fund are
amount and irrefutelble. "ihe Jovernmente of the future would rightly
me owr shortsi hteuness ani lack of couraze if we i?filed to bt thew in
ositior be carry Lrroughlbho post-wary pllns whieh we are prepﬂriﬂg for

i1y fulfl luwent”,

( T™e Findustan Tiames, 17-£-1944 ),

Debate on Rellwey Mudget: (1) Sut Motlop re*avdﬂn, ”% increase ir
senger Fores .= The mAin Attack on Fhe Hallway Didsef wes 1n regsrd to
i preposed =5 per cent increase ir plssenber fares. mhe ma tter was
sed ir the forx of a cut motion, movea by Mr. R.,Dss, that the demend
ter the head: "Anpropriafion to reserve® be reduced by Bs. 100 ndl lliong—
i amount expected from the increase 1 (eres. The main arguments agsinat
+ increase weres: (1) It was infquitous to &8sk xkid third class pussengers
bear the same rate of inerease as for D sher class peesengesrs in view of
» general poverty of the publle traveiling by the cless and the sxtremely
romfortabls conditieons of present day third class travel., (L) Reilway
vvel ir Incis, ae the War Transport Nember claimed, was rot the cheapest
the world; comparing the average income iu Pﬂitlin with that in India,
; cost of travelling ir Tndia was about 400 per cent dearer thsn in
rlemd, (3) People did not travel in these days for pleasure or bécsuse
»y bad more money. (4) The mesasure is far from being anti-inrlntionavy,
j Asldng people to pay now ir order to have better amenities in a

1sibly distert future was herdly {sir,
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Phd eut motion when pressed to a division, was carried by 51 votes
sinst 46, the Muslim League, Nationalist, Unattuched snd some Independent
rty Members voting for the motion.

(2) OCut Motion Re: Post-war Reconstruction.- On 25-2-1944 Sir F,E,
mes moved & cut to discuss the gencral financial positien of railways,
th special reference to postewar development. He pointed out that in
e postewar years, the Indisn railways would be faced with a dwindling
come, incressed working expensesyhigh cost of materials, a drive for
tterment of conditlona of travel’ and the need for renewll of workshop
lnt, rolling stock and track., There wonld also arise the guestion of
provement of the exlsting lines and development of new linez, . Estimating
at the war would last for two more years, 3ir Freaderick said ;railway
sources 8t the end of this peried, whiech would be about Rs, 5,600'
1lionsywould not be enough. He thought railways would need greater
sistance from the general revenues, The inadequacy of the railways' -
srs to meet the present situation was largely due to the past policy of
érving rallway development. Rehabllitation and reconstruetion of rall-
ys was I sn indispensable element in any programme for Indials agricule
rel and industrial development, and he thoupght it would be unwise to
stpone 21l investigation and inQuiry until after the war,

S8ir Edward Benthall in his reply, gave an outline of the programme of
stwWar reconstruction nnder the heads: rehabilitationylocemotiwe manu-
eture, improvements, staff welfare, amenitiea of travel,and constructien

new 1inea. Ha‘natim&ted that the total expenditure under all these

: ; : ¥ the war would smount to BRs. 5,190 millions
, large amount of money on repairs and renewsls
account af the present heavy uzx wear and tear, he eiﬁfﬂﬂtéi *hat
sEENT Fon TenR s glllionkx As xsam
to lacemgtiva mnnufleture, Government had decided to S8 and they

re finalizing the blueprint of plans, As soon as they wore ready,
vernment Would order ths machinery. Staff welfare schemes, like housing
ans, etc. were likely to cost Rs 480 millioms in seven years. They had
ans to construct 14,000 miles of new lines and if the whole scheme was
rked out, it would cost about Re. 560 millioens. '

The motion was rejected by the House,

(5 Cut Motion re’ Compulsory Provident Fund of Railwaymen.e On
#2198 T, WM, Joshl moved & cut to reduce the demand under the head
silway Board" by Rs. 100 to urge the extension of compulsory provident
pnd to all reilway employees, Mr, Joshi, moving his cut, sald that at
esent railway employees who were drnwipv less thean Rs. 20 per month were

t admitted to the compulsory provident fund system with the result that
t of a total of 700,000 railway employees only less than 200,000 derived
e benefit of the provident fund. After considerable agitation and
presentations, Government had agreed in 1941 to wive the option of
ining the provident fund to employees getting between Rs. 15 and Rs .20
r month who had put in more than 15 years' service, In 1943 this period
' gerviece was reduced to 10 years. If compulsion was thought necessary
the ease of higher paid employees who were better able to rut by some
ney, it was much more necessary in the case of the ipnorant and illite-
te lower paid workers who could not look after themselves, -

§

¥Mr, Jamnadas Hehta, supporting the mobtion, said that ope smnx
gument advanced against extending the benefit of the nrovident‘fund to
1 was that it would cost.the rallways Rs, 7.2 million & year Tt
»vernmant thought nothing of incurring an expenditure of Rs., 3,7 millie
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nual 7 in 1927 to glve what were known 2s the Lee concessions to a few
nﬁreds of thelr employees. v

it N i

Col., Wagstaff, replying for Government, pointed out that at the time
en the dquestion of extending the benefit of bhe provident fund was consiw
red, Re. 7,2 million was regarded a considerable sum. Today when ’
ople were talking in hundreds of millions,this might appear a paltry sum.
vernment had twice liberalized their provident fund scheme, in 1941 and
ter in 1942, By the first advance, an additional 83,000 men werse
cluded in the beneflt with the option to 3join the fund and by the seconc
vance, another 186,000 men had benefited.- He was in a position to say
at Government would make a further advance and reduce the period of ser-
ce, but he could not*ﬁtﬁ ‘&P present what the reduction of the peried
uld b@;

Mre. N,M, Joshi sald that the reply given by Col. anstaff was not at
1 sltisfactory and 8o he did not agrge to withdraw the motion, On being
essed to a division, the motion waa carried by 43 votes to 42,

(4) Cut Motion re: Inadequate Dearness Allowance.- Mr., Jamnadas Mehtg
ved & cut in the Rallway Budget to discuss the "meazre desrness allowance®
ven to railway workers. Mr, Mehte, moving his cut, “pisge plesded for
ir treatment for 700,000 railway workers and their familiit. He pointed
t that the cost of 11v1ng index had gone up to 250 compayed with the
ewwar level. ITaking the case of a worker getting Rs. 50 & month, he
ated thmt the rallways were now giving him 8 dearness allowance of Rs .8
4 relief in. the sape of ehetp seaing squivealent te Re. 8#6=0, Both
ese totalled no more than one-sixteenth of the incredsed ¢ost of 1living.
ging full cowpensation ef 100 per cent for the railway worker, Mr, Mehta
~ o SRt Hhe - dony 5-&llowence committee presided over by Sir
eodore Gregory had recommended 100 per cent desarnesa alleowance. Mr,
hta salgd that the whole comuittee favoursed this recommendation exacept
P ene slternative suggestion of 75 per cent dearmneas allowsnce.

¥r, ¥ ,M. Joshi declared that wovernment counld not plead lack of money

an excuse, for rallways were making enormous profits, MNr, Jeshi clted
e ease of workers on a level of Rs.25 a month and saild that their condi-
on was even worse than that of the cases mentlioned by Mr, Mehta. 4an
ficisl committee in PBombay had recommended that the winlmus living wage
r & worker in that city should be about Rs, 50 a month, The railway
rker at present was gettinz only about Rs. 37-8-0, including dearness
.lowance and cheap grain, tms being short by about Rs ,15. "The worker
ould get full compensation to @ver this gap. He cited the examples of
gland “and America where, he said, workers got full compensation in addi-
on to increases in wages to meet warwtime conditions,

Mr. FraanR Anthony stated thet the plight of the middle~class worker
0 was getting from Rs.250 to &84 Rs. 500 per month, was as serious as
mt of the inferior worker,

Sir Edward Benthall, War Transport Member, replyinn to the debata,
.1d that in arriving at their policy in regard to dearness allowance for
.ilway workers, the Government had to consider the views of other
quﬁannxxhuﬂxtnxxsnxtinxxthnxxt:!x departments, as well as provincial
yvernments,and could not take an independent line of &action. The Governs
mt were cdonstantly reviewing this intricate all-India problem. The dear.
188 Xiimmams allowance scheme had cost the Government Rs .70 mi1lliors,the
wap greain shops scheme had cost Ra, 100 millions last year, and the
:nbined relief afforded by these two schemes amounted to 50 or 60 per
snt of the pay of the railway worker., Sir Edward contended that




/l

lway workers would have suffered & great deal if the Government had not
sed the grain shops., The effect of this action was to stabilize the
seipal £ items of the poor railwayman!s budzet round about the prices

:h rulsd in August, 1942, i.e. before the big rise in prices took

se. He informed Mr. #nthony that the Government were trying to inaugu~
» "cost price canteens" to helr the sort of people to whom Mr. Anthony
referred,and he maintzined that the beneflts which would accrue as a
11t of tife extension of the scope of the cheap grain shops and stabili-
ion of the cost of living &t the August, 1942, level would be real. Any
rease was therefore, less justified now than hefofe.

The motion was rejected with the President's casting vote, 42 persons
ing voted on either side.

( The Statesmen, 2?,a5,251Ilﬂ\ﬁ7-2-1944)./

Budget of Govermment of Indis for

fhe Budrzet of the Goverrnment of Imdfe for 1944-45, excluding the
bﬁaysf'was presented to the Central Assembly on 29-2-.1944 by §ir Jeremy
iman, the Finsnce Member. The Pudget disclosed a revenue deficit of

924 .3 millieyg for the current year and a proapective deficit of
78241 milliomnext yesr te be met by berrowing (Rs, 547,1 milliord and ¢
AXEEIsH (Ra . 235 milltend. Indirect taxes will yleld Rs, 150 millions
direct taxes Rs. 85 m1llidn& TIndlafs expenditure durlirg 1644-45 will
tbout Re. 10 millionsa day, of which R8. 7.5 milliensa day will be
1t on defence. ‘ 4

Budezet Figures .~ The following talle gives the udget figures &t a

Revised Estimates for 1943-44,

Revenue : Ra ., 2545;0 millions,

BExpenditure Rs, 3469,3 millions., .

Daficit Rs. 924,353 millions,

’ . Budget Estimates for 1944-4L.

Revenusl : Rs ., 2849,7 millions. o '
Expendltupe Hs . 363148 millions.

Deficit . : Rs. 782,1 millions.,

Presh Taxation Rs. 235.0 millions.,

et Deficit Rs., 547.,1 willions,

. Defence Expenditure,
Revised Eatimates for 184%-44:

 'Revenue Portion Rs, 2626.,4 millions.
Capital w o Res. 383.0 millions.

Budget Estimates for 1944-451
Revenue Fortion Rs. 276641 millions,
Capital Rs, 246,0 millions,

New Taxation Measures,~ The new taxation meisures taken, by which
P%E.0 millions of the total deficit of Rs. 782,1 millions will be
sred includes ’ o .

l
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(- -Income and Super-tax 1ncreases,— Rellef is given at the
ttom of the existing scales of income~tax by rajaing the tazadble minimm
om Re. 1,500 to Rs. 2,000, In regard to incomes up te Rs. 16,000 &3 ne
ange is made but on the slab of income from Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 15 000
e Central surcharge 18 to be increased by 2 pies in the rupee from 16
18 pies, in addition to the basic rate of 24 pies; and on the balance
ove Ra, 15,000 the surcharge will be increased by 4 ples from 20 to 24
es, in addition to the basim 30 ples. As repards super~tax, there will
an increwkse of half sn anna in the Central surcharge on thf slsbs of
come between Rs. 35,000 and Ra. 200,000.Corporstion tax WA11 alse be
ijzsed by one anra to a rate of 3 annas in the rupee but & rabate of one
ne in the rupee will be given on so much of a Gompany's toll income ss
‘not distrituted in dividends other than dividends PmybRRaxEExmxBixmix
x payable at & fixed rate. 4 special provision is being made for
fe Ansurancesbusinesses by which the combined rate of income~tax and
perwtax is limited to 63 pies, which was the combined rate for ©ompanies
xed by the 1942 Finance 4ct, It is also proposed to give retrospective
fect to this provision for 194344, From these changes in rates the
ditional revenue is estimated at Hs, 85 millions,

(2) Increased Customs Duties on Tebacco &nd Spirittﬁ; The emergency
rchapge oh 1mport tarift levied @uring the I Ew0 years continues, but
e rate hes been increased from onesfifth of the basic duties to one-hnlf

the case of tobacco and spirite; the additional revenue expected from

aie increased is Rs. 1l0'millions.

{3) sine Dabie#sm Hatos of Central exciss duties on
manufaetured 1gArs, ol . have bLeen increased, and this 1s

pected te yield Rs. 100 millions. Central exclise tariff 1s to be levied
: tew and-eoffecte yield Rey 40 millicons,

Compulsory Deposit.= In order to checl: Inflation, two kinds of
oposals have been mede; the taxation measures summarised above and
ssures of ecompulsory deposit Ly making provision for advince payments of
x on income from which tax is not now deducted at source. The income m
inly affected will be income from property and from business, resfaxxiapy
ofession or vocation. The main outlines of the scheme, GwQ &8 follow[
sssesses will have the option to pay tax guarterly eithgy M the basis
his last assessed income or on the besis of his own estim&te of current
rnings. Governmecnt will pay 2 per cent, interest on &1l sums paid in
vance under the scheme lut if the assessee's own astimete, which can be
vised during the year, falls short of 80 per cent. of the tax determined :
regular sssessment, penal interest at 6 per cent on the difference will
payable. No penal Interest will be payable where the assessee chooses
pay on the basis of his last assessed income, The sums collected will
treatad not as revenue but as deposita to be taken to revenue when the

pular assessments are made.

As ressrds Excess Profits Tax, no change either in the rate which is
=2/3 % or in the proportion of th@ tax, namely one-tenth, which is to be
paid to the assessee has been made. Put the compulsory deposit of
o-~fifth of the tax which.was prescribed in Ordinsence No. XVI of 1943 1is
. be increased to 19/64 of the tax. The effect of this will be to
mobilise a3 depoasits the whole of the excess profits remaining after’
P.T, has been paid on them and income~tax and super-tsx has been plid .

i the balance,

Bnlth Puties «~ The Provinces, on whom 30 llrne s share of the
tilding of the future ihevitably falls, will need axpanded resources.

gl
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Goy .fnment of India has therefore under active consideration the
11bility of an estate duty on non~agricultural property, whiech would
iavied by the Cantre btut of which the proceeds would be assigned to
Provinces., In spite of war-time taxation it is indisputable that
mous privéte fortunes have been made during the wer, aggravating
great inequality which already existed, Even on a modest programme
> summ will be needed for the post-war development of the country, and
"¢ 13 manifest justification for & system of death duties whereby
ie large fortunes will be 1lald under contribution. The Government of
la has encounteredg cektain initial difficulties, but'it is hoped
wercome these and to be in & position to plece a carsfully prepared
_jure before the Legislature &t a subsequent session.

Lendslease.,~ The original scheme of India's enterins into 8 direct
:aY A1d Agreement with the U,S_A, had to be glven up in view of the
*ieulty of determmining India's postewar policy in certain respects at
3 stage, The Government of India nevertheless have accepted the
1ciples underlying Mutual Aid, and continued to receive lend-lsase
18 and services from the U,S,A., and to grant Reeiprccal Atd ‘n return.
estimated cost of Reciprocal Aid to be afforded to the U.3.4. on
sent Information durinsy the years 1943-44 and 1944-45 i3 wpout Rs .260
lionsand Re. 430 millions respectively, The total cost of such aid
to the end of 194243 was Rs. 122,5 millionsso that the estimsted
srEmMs progressive total amount to the end of 1844-45 18 a 1itile more
1 Besx®88 Rs, 810 millions. It 1s not possible at present to assess
t the total financial benefit that India #1111 recelve as a result of
i-lesas supplies frem the U,3,4, dquring the same period will smount

becsuse the alleecation of lend-lease gooda and servicea recelved in
fa between the Government of Indie and H M,G. has not yet been deter-
4. REsuming that lsndwleaxss goods and services contimie to be received
India at approximetely the same rate as 1s obtaining now, the total

1e thereof up to the end of 1944-4§)mty he estimsted to he ahout

3,500 millions,

Industrial Researciie~ Provlsion is made in tha Pudcet for a grant of
1 million for the construction and equipment of glass and fuel research
oratories and for general pléanning for other inatitutions, The Govern-~
t of India has asked the Councill of Scientific and Tndustrial Re-
roh to draw up plans for a co~ordinated scheme for the advancement
research on the assumption that R8. 10 millions will be forthcoming
ards eapltal expenditure on & ch&in of research institutlions. The
tltutions 1n contemplation, 1n addition to the two already mentioned,

a National Physical laboratory, & National Chemlcal Laboratory and
ational Metallurglical Laboratory. The balarce of Bs. 10 millions
1 be spread over & perlod of three cr four vears after the cessation
hostilities. This step, 1t was claimed, 1s @ prectical expression of
ernment 's resolve to foster the develorment of Indian indmsfry and
which will serve ag an incentive to privade enterprise to support
ustrial research. Abeginning in according such support has been made
the Tata Trust with.a donation of Ras. 2 millions, of which Rs.R30,000
towards a National Chemicsl laboratory sand Rs. 1.17 millions towards

ational Metallurgical Laboratory.

Sterling Balances .~ Imdixx India's sterling credits continued to
w diring the year on sccount of the racovery of war expenditure from
.G, and Allied Goverrments and the purchases from the market, resulting
m the current trade surplus. It is estimated that the holdings of the
erve Bung?as on the 313t March, 1944, will be approximately Rs.9,500:
b

ions, e question of these large balances continues to enjgaze REXEE




rernhqhtts attention. So far as concurrent utilisation is concerned,
y.possibilities of repatriation of the public debt have very nearly
i exhsusted as the year saw the final stage of the progrimme of re-
;riation.

India is also taking steps to participate in international monetary
mlations that may be organised in the post-~war period. ¥ For this
"pose plans for reconstruction and development, includinag a forward
ilcy of industrialisation, are now Deing lald. The eérly iwplemen-
sien of these plans will, however, be dependent to no small extent on
sernel finsnce. This aspeut of India's post-war problem was discussed
sh HeM.Gs in connection with the acceptance by India of #ha
inetple of-the extension of reciprocal zid to raw materials. and food-
1iffs, The H.,M.Gs. have agreed in this cornection, and as wu integral
*t of the reciprocal aid arrangement, to set aside each yes~ from now
vards a2 part of the dollars lccruina from India's exports to the U,S,A.,
irt from and in addition to India's current dollar requirements which
» met from the Empire dollar pool under the usual sterling area arrange-
1ts, These amourts will be held in a dollar aeccount by the Reserve
1k of India with the Bank of England and will thus be immediately
illable for India's development purposes after the wap,

Postewar Planninge= The provision of capital equipment from overseas

11 e powerfully assisted by India's possession of large sterling
lancaegs. The difficulties which are likely to arise, in at least the
ret postewapr decagle, from competing claims for capital equipment and
yin transfer difficultles assaeiated with the bealancg-ofepayments position
“he Gntbed Kinzdom should net be imnored, Ammin, to utilise the whole
these balances and at the same time the whole Increment of forelmm
ade. aceruing from curyent exports, would Bx ‘leave India with a wholly
ucixry currency, Some external reserves seem to be absolutely indis-
'84ble, and, therefore, 1t 1s unrealistic to assume that foreimn kmimmex
lances, actu&l or prospective, could in any circumstunces bes fully
tilable for reconstruction finance., As repurds the 15~year plan
sently announced by certain Indian irndustrialists (vide section: Social
licy in Warnrime Post-war Reconstruction, in this Report) the Finance
nber confessed "to a feeling of misglvins rexarding the extent to
ich the financing of post-war deve lopmer.t conld be based on created
18Y" assssIn 80 far as development projects are concernea wibe ceapital
vestment, a4 time~gap will necessarily intervene between {njf{g investm
at and final completion, during which time no addition to the national
come in real terms will take place to offset the inflationary effect, .
d by the end of that time prices will already have risen. Apgain, if
velopment projects such as education and public health are to be
nanced in this way, the effect will be still more marked. For,althouzh
proved health and higher standards of education #re important ‘elements
ristionel well~bing, thelr influence on national production and on
tional income, is ®f a more remote and indirect nature, whilst the
fluence on money=incomes and on demand created as a rusult of inflation
11 be direct, I must say in justice to the suthors of this propesal
at they are aware of the dangers involved and propose to counter thece
tects by drastic over-all controls imposed by a strong Central Govern-
ntessssse Could so comprehensive and drastic a control be effectively
ministered in the conditions of this country, with the internal infla-
onary pressure rising rapidly with each succeeding year? It would
rely not be wise Lo force the pece of post-war develooment at the cost
xi::xxxxnnxxa:xxxuuiz1ixnixixxxngxiuxkngxxhnxﬂnxningnnnxxpuxkni;xththl
imposing such severe limits on the standard of 1living during the deve~
pment period, at the cest of further accentuating the disparities of

F




gaith #hich inflation inevitably entails, or at the risk of a fiinancial
14 economic collapse before the objective itself could be reached",

The first pre-reduisite of reconstruction findnce is & sound finan~
lal pogsition, both &t the Centre and in the Provinces, secured uy the
11lest development of thelr respective tsxsation resources. There i3 no
»asony given the will to find money for peace on the scsle vi wuich 1t
18 been found for war, why resources should not be forfb"GW¢n to an
ttent whieh could not possibly have been envissaged in pre-war days.
iny Provinces have already started exploitiny thelr reverus sources and
i1lding up reconstruction funds, as & result of whiech they will embark
1 the pest~war period wlth an improved revenue position and a useful
1sh balance. But the m&gnitude of the problem is so great thst the
rovinees will undoubtedly need all the financial assistance that the
mikesi Centre may be in a position to give. A review of postswar
dgetary position indicates that, on the agssumptions of a reasonably
>eedy rete of demoblilisation aftethe conslusion of hostilitles, the
iintensnce by concerted international effort of full production and
aployment, and a determination on tiw part of the fovermument of the day
y utilise *o the full the taxable capacity of "'the country, it might well
3 that, after one or two deflclit years, ravenue surpluses would emergs
'sing in the fourth or fifth year to the order of Rs, 1,000 millions
)y annum,. With all=out borrowing continued in accordance with the tech-
.que developed durling the war, it 1s by no means fantastic to visualise
ytal resources for the purposes of reconstruction during the first
‘fsctive quinquennium approximsting to the Re. 10,000 millions level;

Wl Ehis excludes ANf any eslimate of direct private investment. It

mld be reasonable to sssume that estimates for the subsetuent five~year
rrtods couidd be reimted o the sctusl results of the first quinquennium
1 & sort of geometric progression.

" The immediate task of investigatio: and planninz is already well
1 hand, and some of the official reports and data whiclhlfye :¢7 under the
msideration of Government will skortly be relsased for ths information
’ the public, These constltute the essential raw materials of any
acticable plan of development, ut egually important is the preparation
' a sure foundation of sound finance capable of carrying with safety the
lifice to be erected upon 1t, Thls edifice can itself be made both
;ronger and larger 1f the individual schemes of which it is composed are
) designed as to be in their revenue aspect as remunerative as possible,
1d 1f high prierity is accorded to such of them as can contribute direct-
- to an increase in meterial wealth and prosperity and thereby reinforce
1e public revenues .

Dearmess Allowance for Staff.8 With the approval of the Standing
nan¢e Comnl ttee the Government of India last revised its scheme of
a™ness allowance in June 1943 when the Government of India further
icreased the rates and raised the limits of pay up to which the allowance
3 admisslbles The Government is now considering a measure of further
beralisation. Under the existing scheme it is expected to spend this
yar on this object, in respect of Central Government szervants other than
108 paid for from Railway and Defence Estimates, almost Rs, 225 millions,
| accordance with the general antiinflationary policy, which favours .

1@ provision of cheap supplies wherever practicable, the Sovernment has
(tended to Central Covermment servants the benefits of schemes adopted,

) secure this object, by the Governments of Assam, Bengal, Rihar and the"
,Pe,and have made 8imilar arrangements involving concessional prices for
yrtaln foodgrains to the employees in Delhi and Simll on pay M&ky not

R
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.cded._ig Ra. 300, These measures are liksly to cost, this year, about
'. 4.1 williom, The Government Drefers, however, to tackle YHeSa
roblems by measures of wider applioabilitv which affect 1iving conditions

iroughout the country.

-

( The Gazette of Indis Extraordinary,
dated 29~2-1044, rages 499 to 521 YoV

The Hﬁsore Board of Sclentific
hﬁﬁflﬁﬁnstriyl Research Set up. ,

With & view to Widen*ug the scope of achtivities in fhe field of
jdustrial research, and to maintain more effective contact with the
ard of Industrial and Scientific Research of the CGovernment of India,
10 Government of Mysore has reconstituted the Board of Industrial P;ﬁnn—
1g and Comcrdination in Mysore under the name of the Board of Scilentific
1d Industrial Research. -

( The Times of India, 1-2-1044 ). v

Eg@ustrig; Research Committee Sel

In sccordance wWith the resolution psssed at the last meeting of the

: y of the Council of Seientifie apd Industrial Resesvch, a
S tﬁ%ﬁ”ﬁﬁ?“?héﬁ“ﬁprﬁfﬁtéﬁ Wit S1r R.E. Shanmukham Chettv as Chairman
16 elght other members including Sir S.5. Bhatnagar (Direg$es, Board of

: --amé-Iadustplal .- RQBOlPGh)}Nha will aet as the Scewif of the
ymmittee. The terms of reference of the Committee are as follows :
t) To make a survey of the facilities for the scientific and industrial
mmearches existing in India, ineluding the Indisn Ststes——in the univer-
ities and research Institutions and laboratories attached to Axdmmrimix
1dgustrial and other concerns; (b) to report en the steps and measures
1ot should be taken to promote, direct, control and organise industrial
1d scientific resesrch by private firms, research institutions, $tates
1d other research establishments; and (c¢) to report on such other steps
i may be taken towards further industrial and scientiflc rosearches in
ystewayr Indla.

It is understood that the Commlttee will take about three months to
ymplete both 1ts investigations and submit 1its report. The Committee is
tpected to visit the Tata Research Laboratories, the Indisn Science
istitute, Pangslore, the Research Laboratories under the Government of
adia and the Caleutta and Madras Universities in the course of their
avestipgation. : .

( The Times of India, 8~2~1944 and
" The Hindu, dated 10-2.1244 ),V




' The Indian Coconut Cess Bill, 1944, o
Relferred to Select CoO mmittee. v/

A Bll1ll to provide for the creation of a funéd for the ilwmprovement and
lopment of the cultivation, mérketing and utilization of coconuts in
2,was introduced in the Central Lesislative Assembly on 7«2w1944 by
.D. Tyson, Secrstary, Department of Education, Health and ILands,
ramenkx Covernmei:t of India, In a statement explaining the objebts
reascns of the Bill it is pointed out that with the enemy occupation
g%swgs world's principal coconut-growing countries an xmim scute
& S developed abroad and it has bscome necessary to secure an
diltg increase in the production of coconnts in India in order to
, as far as possible, from internal sources India's increased demand
cocomut products for essential purposes, military and eivil, There
esaon to believe that present production can be substantially increased
" ecomparatively short time by the adoptien of better cultural s&nd
rial practicesz and that the process of extracting the oil is similarly
eptible of considerable imprevement, The time also appears opportune
rovide for and initiate the agricultural and xrsduziisniyxihks technélo-
1 research necessary to render pozsible a general intensification of
uction, the better utilisation of Lie coconut and coconut products and
rehabilitation of the industry. Government therefore considers 1t
ssary to set up immediately an Indian Central Cocormt Commitiee on
1ines of the Indian Central Cotton Counittee and other similar bodies,
_an indspendent source of income, for the improvement wnd Jdovelopment
he-d &, mhpketlng And manufacture of M8 cosohut in India end for
oting nnd safenuarding the interests of 8ll breanches of its produation
and manufacture, from the producer to the consumer. An exception will
be colir and coir manufsctured goods, which will, for the present,
xcluded from the purview of the proposed Committee¢ The cess proposead
t the rate of three rurees two ann&s per ton of copra ceonsumed in
mill ir British India whether produced in or imported from outside
ish Indis.

In the course of the debate on the Blll in the Assembly, Mr. N.H.
1 supggested thut consumers and labour should also te represented W&
Central Committee. Mr, Covind Peshmukh pleaded for the inclusion
rowers instead of capitelists,

The Bill was referred to & Select Committee, 4 ’ .

( The Cazette of India, dated
12+2~1844, pe>t V, puces 4-1C, and
the Hindustan Times, dated,

' 11-2-1944 ), "
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Workine Class Cost of Livine Index for

Various Centres in India during Juns,

1945,

The index mumber of the cost of living for working classes in
fous centres of India regiatered the followliys changes Jarlig cune ,

243z 1047 June 1945,

3, as compared with the preceding morthi-

e of Centre Reage=100
bay Year ending June 1934 == 227 232
edabad Year ending July 1927 198 211
lapar Year ending Janusry 1938 171 184
pur : August 1939 317 361
hiana . 1931s35 370 378
npore © August 1939 519 336
na Average cost of living for
five years preceding 1914. 333 577
shedpur Ditte 307 449
ris : Ditto 269 607
ras Year ending June 1936 173 179
are Ditto 188 196
nbatore Ditto 197 199

( Monthly Survey of Pusiness
Conditions in India for June,




Textile Industry. ‘ /?

Eaat»AfricanVCotton fer India'

en 1 i)
Tﬁﬁil and fast African and Zudin
J‘OVGI’YLH ef L3 o v

According to a press note issued Uy the fovernment of Tndia on
1944, as a result of discussions which have recently htslken place
aen the gpvernment of India and representatives of the Suden and East
can Governments, it has teen agreed that the 1944 ZEast 4Lfrican cotton
(less the quantity supplied to the %’%‘;Q%“' #dom) should be sold te
a at the price of Rs. 945 per candgf elivered ex-~dock Bombay for
Kampala guality and at corresponding prices for other grades. This
ement applied to all sales made by authorised inmporiers afler Emkbwmxre
uary 8, 1944. An agreement on similar lines has Dbeen arrived at
ect to ratificutio%#by the Sudan fovernment ,regarding the nrices of

n cotton.

( The Tiwes of Indla, 10~2-1944 ). v

Aa 2 result of negotiatian‘held at Cairo between India and Egypt

: -gocond and Shird weelts of Februery, 1944, 1t has been declded
Iﬁdtt ¢an resume her purchASea of Egvptian cotton under certain
itions, and that, eXxcept In the case of certain high quality cottons,
rEd’ ﬁha&!&“éeﬁ?&nﬁﬁ; 88 Ter ag possible, through normmal trade eh;nnels.
iew of the mecessity for providing adedquate quantities of suitable
etlas of Egyptian cotton at reasonable prices, & controlled purchase

ne has been formulated to regulate Indiats purchlseu during the

on year ending August 31, 1944, Acé€ording to this scheme allocations
be made from time to tine to the various mills with due regard to

r actual reduirements on the one hand and the gauma Quantities available
gypt on the other.

( The Hindusten Times, dated 23-2-1944).7



The following salient points reglrding Indians in South Afrieca during
142 are teken frem the Annual Report ef the High Commissioner for Indis
- the Uniem for the year ending Jl-12wl942,

Indinr Penetrationg~ The findirgs in the repert of the Breome
mmissien hSd been sccepted by both Buropeans snd Indians in Fatal as in
iyour of theé I.ndhnl. ‘The roport, while listing 2 considerable number of
ises of Indian “penetration", particularly in Durban, felt that it was:
.thin ressenable bounde and as a result of natursl processes ef ehange.,
1¢ report did not refssure & l&rge-section of the European community.

s Darban City Council tried te secure the support of the Minister ef

se Interier to the expropriatien in Eyuropesns interests of the best
Ltes ewned and occupied by Indians inside Greater Durban, During the
rter menths of 1942 it became AppArent that Indiam purcheses of preperty
1 the predeminantly RaropeAn aAreas wers going en &t an lncreased rate.
idian professional and business-men were naturally on the ‘nhbnnt for
ore cemfortavle houses than those in the admittedly “Indisn- ireas” to
pedn pﬂbllc opinion soeught to confine them, Dar*ug December

inistgr fer the Interior announced that he proposed to appeint
: sole ecemmissioner, to investigste the
ststion by the Durten City

‘[w Despite differences With the W
SVeThEent uver Indian rights, Indians cooperated rit;t*tupo
t . !h&llshclrtcély in the war effort.

sem:h Arriegn mdiana Lbreld.w During 1940, the Minister of the
& & ¥ ‘ n< ‘ (tenalon of the validity of certifiestes
s Indisns vi:,ti.ng Inéia ymﬁ the three-year pericd provided satis~
&ctory evidence was produced that the resson for thelr fallure te return
6 South Africa was the diffieulty of obtalning passeges, During the
m of Augmst 1942, the Commissioner for Immigration and Asiatic Affairs
tated that the Union Government were now prepared to sccept sny reason
irising out of Mr conditions for a condonstion of an extension beyond the

sAreswyear pericd, previshd application was made in time.

ckee A Bill was introduced in the Union Perliament

‘o amd 0]11date the law relating to War Pensions, The existing
isw on the mb}act gt'ﬁ pen«Europesns, other than natives, three~fifths of
she benafits awarded to Ruropesans, Mr, Hofmeyr's bill, howevor, inceorpo~
sated separate schedules W‘Bjmnropeann both as reglrds disablement
pensiens snd allewances and &nd’ siong to widows and allgwauces In
respect of children of dccetsed non-Buropean voulunteeras other than Extiws
aatives, The general intention of the measure was to grant greatly
Increased pensions and allewsnces and 1t was generally welcemed., Se far,”
however, &s NeneFuropeins ame concerned the result in some cases has been
to reduce by & very large amount the existing payments. A very serieus
diseriminatiori has also been made with regard to the age at whiech childe.
ren's allowsnces cease, For Europeans the age limit is 21 in the case of
& girl snd 18 in the csse of a boy. The correspending age limits for -
nensEurepeoans sre 16 and 14, 1In the course of his reply to the High
Commissicner's representatiens, Mre Hofneyr made certain statements which

. f




na te indicate that the age limits referred to abeve do not tggly te

ron attending secendary and technical schoels and universities, The
L reprcsantttin bodies were, therefore, asked to see that parents W
such children econtinued to apply for ‘allowances,

T ,xgren;co,n&d After.s During the session of
the V Arty jntroduced a motion demending the imstitution
tem of noe:btl soeurity in the Union. In the course of the debate,
the ?rin Minister made & notably sympsthetic speesch, In September, a
conference was held in Durban,cenvened by Mr. J.,Re Sullivan, a Union
econemist. From the Indians' peint of view the most notable feature
of the diseussion was the striking difference of opinion that-arese on the
question of fréming separate codes for separate communities which make up
the Unien's populatien. The suggestion was that the European, Soloured,
Native end Indian cenmunities were te contribute on different scales o.nd
receive different benefits, The High Commissioner addressed a letter teo
Nr. Sullivan, whiech, while expreasing no opinion on the geucsel principle
of raeial differdntiation in the ceode, pointedly smquired whv the Indian
contribitions and benefits were en & much smaller ascale than those prepoe
sed for Coleureds. The economic status of the two communities was very
simidar snd in the High Commissicner's opinion there existed no statise
tical or economie background for the prepesed differentiatiom, Tho reply
rocoivcd was wegue. )

nw in the yedr the Hayor of Johannesturg ‘summoned & noot.ing to
LK i.n Jﬂhmnum; to. rgmnts propo-
—-oF- The doclided to give

cf: mpresontation both on the Generll Committee and on

As part of a grand -avm«yctr hmsing scheme
7 + redistritution of the population on racial 2m
: ' ¥y Ceuncil propesed to expropriste the old established
In&im Ares Riurlieb foer the benefit of Europeans, The project was
bitterly eppesed by the Indisn cemmunity, and in the month of Pebruary
1942 the Minister of the Interior sent the Central Mousing Board to
Durbtan te examine the proposals and to #ry to arrange a modificatiom of
the scheme which would meet Indian objections, In their report te the
Kinister the Centrel Houaing Board made substantial modifications in the
proposal of the City Ceuncil, The Riverside area was recommended for
expropristion, but not solely for the benefit of Europesns., The Board .
propesed that 600 plete should be set sside for an Indian housing scheme.
Einer medifications were preposed in the schemes for other spmess, The
Indian community had been deeply agitated by the proposal to expropriate
Re tés. Even in this respect, however, the Central Housing rd's

¢ ppdation was vagne, as it é,id net . cloa.rly specify where the Indisn
ares was to lie, and there was, thnrefere, the suspicion that the Indians
would be given the less desirable part of the locality, As it happened,
the Barepean oppesition to the Central Housing Bosrd's modifications of
the original scheme made it impossible for the City Couneil to proeead b > &
with it and the scheme was dropped. , ,

re Housing Semw The Pietermaritzburg Municipality
g p & housing scheme for Indians but the Central Housing Beard
toek objootion t;e .tt in some respects, As a result . nothing has been
done and the High Commissioner has now asked the Central Housing Board
te speecify its ebjoctionl’, with the object of pushing on the ascheme.

%
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repesns in | he Bigh Commissioner convened a conference in Xhm

1 rbsn, en 14-'7-1942 to discuss the possibllity eof improving the quality
ef foed given to Il&im schoel children. There haa for some time been

a Committée in Duprban called the “Food for Needy Indisan Scheel Children"
Committee. As a result of the Conference, the Union Govermment has agreed
to place the services of a dletitian at the disposal of the Committee te
investigate the nature of the diet now given to Indian sehool children.

| _nfsrcneq.s With the co~operatien of a group of

Directer of Indl - ‘g TO4T revealed a high rate of unemploy~

— et lllang Ind:llns in Natal.. mIa 1940, the number emploved was given as.

34,000 out of a total of 40,151 Indisn men. In 1941 the figure given was
as,m employed out of a total of 40,928. The Protector w22 esked for .
plenktion and in reply stated thut on examination he had discovered
that the flgures for all years prior to 1941 were insccurate and showed
a much higher level of employment than sctutlly existed. The attention ef
Professer Barrows of ths Natal University College was therefore drawn to
the need for a mere scocurate estimete of the extent of unemployment in
different trades and industries in which Indisns &re normtlly =i employed,
and he bas premised to make & special study of the matter sand inecorperate
the rasults in the surwey which he propeses to publish in the near future.

Feeling in Nltllg- The position of the mejority of
o 50 T6 D8 becoming increasingly precarious. Xithex
. agbﬁméc for skilled and semiskilled employment is
‘ s thare is & pereeptible geewing netive

qaerea¢hnent'inte the aphgre- which the Indisn has come to regard as his

4 . _deve three oconverging lines iw (1) The -

tiv m a@g&mm’ and gemeretion by gemeration will
1&5‘:‘3% i skll, (2) Tt 1s 3¢t11l eesily possible te ewede the prineiple
supposed to be embodied in the Wage Determination Aet of equal pay for
equal werk irrespective of race. It is therefore even now in certaln
cases 8 paying proposition to take en Natives who are I§ss efficient than
Indisns. (3) Tho Natal Buropesn feels thet the doctrime of trusteeship
imposes on him certain responsibilities towards Natives. He has however
little or no sympathy for the poor Indian who in his opinion can look for
support to his richer brethren. Rupms

}; 1 Educltian Ordinaneo.- An ordinance was introduced into the
; i oun aring April 1942, to consolidate. ani amend the,
Ml mi&ﬁing te odnelt.t@n in the province. It provided for the first time
free sdmecation for Mm children in Govermment and Government-sided
BRI ' Standard VI and to that
tent 18 & dj..iinqt tdunco on previous legislation. There remain
sver & number of disoriminttions .agtinst Indians, Representations

'mw mjn mede bringing these discrquinations to the notiee of the

Gevernment.

As & result of representation, the Minister for Fdueation anneunced
the appointment of a departmental committee to go inte the whole question
&f Univeraity and Techniecal. cdna&tian for Indians in Natal, with the
Seeretary.of Bducation, Mr. F,D, Huge, as chairwan. The roport of the
Committes was published in the Beeond half of 1942; the more important
recommendations were: (i) that an Indian technical collags be established
at Durtan, and adjoining it & science bullding for toaching the four
pre-medieal sciences, but that no University College for Indians be
satablished at preasent on the ground th:t there 1s no prospect of




AD

uffi. ient fulletime students; and Xmm (11) that the Natal University
ellege be asked net only to continue and expand the University clazses
or nonsEuaropean students at present conducted by 1t in certain arts, xxt
cienece and law subjects, but thet it should make itselfl mRmm 2lso
waponsible fer the teaching of the four pre-medical sciences.

But sinee the European residents near the site suggested for the
lsehnical College Were opposed to this 'pernietration' by In?'a2nf in hheir
res, the Finance Cammiitsmm Committee of the Durban City Counéil deecided
o vote against the grant of the site. No final decision had bben reached

4111 the end of the year on the suggestion mede by the Commissioner for %
~_he grent of an alternative site in Durban,

( Surmarised from the Annual Report of
the High Commissioner for Tmiimw
India in the Union of South Africa for
the year ending 31st December,b1942,
Publighed by the Manager of l‘ablieau
tions, Delhi, Printed by the Nanager,

' Government of India Press ,Simla 1944,
- price Re. 1/2/« or is. 9d., pages 16).
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AGRICULTURE.

C.P. Government's Irmrigation Scheme, v

“Phe Government of C,P. and Berar has sanctioned a scheme for -l
construction and repair of agricultural wells. The scheme envisagesAlle
construction of 3,500 wells, and xux»mxk repair of 1,000 existing wells,
In the case of the former, the Government will grant interest-free loans
up to Rs,., 500, for each well, repayable in five years, while in the case
of the latteryup to Rs. 200 for each well, the cultivatior being required
to repay only Rs. 80 for every Rs. 100 advanced to him.

A sum of Rs. 1,560,000 has been provided as advances for expenditure
and Rs. 390,000 for subventions. ‘

( e Vanguard, dated 5-2-1944) .,

! Reclamation of Waste Lands in Rombay:
" ' Rs. 150 Millions Schemeo, ~ ‘

About 15;000,000 acres of waste land will be brought under the land

development and reclamation scheme by the Bombay Govsrnment as part of

%% 1ts post~var reconstruction plan. The total cost of the scheme is
estimated to be Rs. 150 million and its exscution is expected to extend
over & period of five years or more. Rxevmint Prelminary work is reported
to have begun, and for this, tracts of land which are most liable to |
pericdic famines hive been rmkwemxxxIm chosen. In Bijapur dlstrict, the !
worst famine-stricken area in the Bombay province, 70,000 acres of land |
has been covered so far under the scheme, and some tracts in Sholapur '
district, extending over neitrly 2,500 acres, have already been developed.

( e Vanguard,dated 5-2-1944 )a

Requirements of Agriculturists:

Wiotion for Adequate Supply at

Controlled Rates Passed by
Council of State,

-V

The Council of State, on 24-2-.1944, passed Hr. Hossain Imam's
resojution urging the Government of Indis to +Lake steps tc ensuyek z2dequate

supply, at controlled r:te% of bthe reauirements of agriculturists in the
country. : : » .

- Moving the resolution lNr. Hossiin Imam pointed out that the Govern=
0 mike available at reasonable kinp '
brices those articles and necessaries of life which an agriculturist

needed. Apart from the shortage and high prices of daily necessities - /
:likefkerosene oil, cloth and medicines, the prices of agricultural | ’
implements, housing materials like cement and brick, and manure Were very -

iculturists were finding it more and more difficult even to
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 Mr. Savage, Amerigan expert on the designing of dams.

~and the Ken and Sone Valleys-in Bi
~ lead to the electrification of var
.contribute towards developing a cha

,‘-”‘“‘"‘
FAEE : 7z

continue culbivation of lands. In the matter of drugs, Government had

taken some steps to control the prices, btut, on a2ccount of lack of adequate
imports, drug control was not so successful as textile coxn™v2?, ¥r, Imam

UL L -~ -

also pointed out that planters in certain parts mn of the country were

" not able to get agricultural machinery like tractors and wiuwowing machine-
ry, which Government could arrange to import from the United States of

fimerica. He was not asking Government to tuke any new line, but only to

‘glve some priority for the essential requirements of agriculturists. He

thersefore suggested that priority be given for the procurement and supply
of the essential reQuirements of agriculturists.

During the debate on the resolutlion, emphasis was laid on the hard-
ships of agriculturists and ryots who zot very 1little in return for their
products. Hr. KeS. Roy Chowdhury suggested to Government that in requisi-
tioning foodgrains fpom the agriculburist the authorities should allow
the producer to keep enough for himself and his family and for XZkixxzzedx
his seed requirements. He Quoted the instance of a district magistrate
who would allow only half & pound of pgrains per day for an adult asricul-

" tural labourer and nothing for a child.

Replying to the debste on behalf of the Governmentyir. B.R. Sen said
that Governmment had taken up the question of increased’supply of consumers'
goods to agriculturists very seriously &nd was doing its kest in the matksx
matter and added that arrangements wWere being made for manwvwfacture of
agricultural imblements and other rural requirements, Governuient had
entered into a contract with the Bata Shoe Company for the manufacture of
six million pairs of shoes; roughly about 50 per cent of the woollen
goods produced would be available for eivilian needs; addition2l manufac-
taring capuacity was also being secured for other consumers! qqods such as
paper, cutlery and crockery; and the possibilities of increaling the
present available supplies of kerosene oil was 2also being.considered. ‘
TP forts were also boing mede to import from the United States and the - ,
United Kingdom larger guantities of consumers' goods generally in demand
in the country.

]

|
Mr. NaRe Pillai, Secretary, Commerce Department, Govermment of Indla, %
pointed out, referring to drug shortage, that shipping space had been . :
secured for importing about 85 per cent of the country's drug redquire-~ !
ments . . : -
' \ e
( The Hindustan Times, 25-2-1944 Yo
C :

Irrigation and Hydro-~Llectric Schemes for
North Indis: Survey in SPOLYS3E .

- .Combined hydr?eelectric and irrigation schemes affecting‘thev mjiab,
UaP», Blhar and Orissa have been the subject of a survey carrie .

Sir William Stampe, Irrigation Adviser to the Government of India, and

_ ‘These schemes will
not only help to-fndustrialise the countryside tut in many areas of -

drought will encourage irrigation by making a2vailable sub-soil water. The
sites inspscted include the Tons anley'Whére.a,joint Punjab-U.P. Dpovier
and irrigation project is being explored, the Sarda ¥alley in the'ﬁAPa,"
har where power generation would &%
ts of U.P. and western Bihar and s&lso -
in of electrically worked tube~wells in

o~

e
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~ . ,
those a.eas, The schemes involve the creation of larg
in the upper portions of the river valleys.

T ’
(; Vanguard, the dated 10~2-1944 );

e storage reservoirs




T

EDHCATION .

Central Authority to Orpanise Universities,

3 S B | Bt A Tl s

A Central controllins authority to organize university education in
interests of the country as & whole is suggested es p&rt of the plan
>os t-war educational reconstruction which was approved by t he Central :
isory Roerd of Education at Raroda, in Janusry, 1944, ( mesb—ef Fhe other
yrtant decisions of the Board were referredh to at pages 32 to 34 of -
report for January, 1944). The object and impe®tance of such a body
3 explained by Mr. John Sargent, Educaktional Adviser to the Government
ndia, at & Press Conference held si New Dalhl on C1-1-1944.

What 13 contemplatad is something oﬁ\ the lines of the Unilversity

1ts Committee in Great Britein. The central commission $Lould consist
: few 25 omfiient men not directly connected either with Government or
particular university. TIte main function would be to settle the
sssment and dAkstribution of all grants from public funds and to enable
versities to plan ahead. The commission should also be empfowered to
uragze private benefactions; to co~ordinate university activities with.
lew to aveiding everlapping and to adjuating the output of universities
she economic needs of the country; to examine and advise upon all =xke -
sme& for major developments; to prevent uncesirsble competition habrean
rersities and te remove all inter~provincial barriers; to arrange for
inspection of universities periodically with & view to ensuring the

— o derds | to estaDlISh cultural contacts snd to arrange

the‘exchanae'of teaéhers and atudents with forelim universitles.

'( The Statesman,dated 1-2-1944 and
The Hindustsn Times ,dated 2-2-1944), .,




SOCIAL POLICY IN WAR TIME.

“Ees 0

S Monthas ! Bonus for Indore Mill Workers:
Indore Government Orders ﬁxment. V4

About 30,000 workers of all the nine textile mills in Indore State -
went on general strike at the clese of January 1944 as a protest against
the Indors Government's and millowners ! dilatory methods in deciding the
fssue of bomme to workers which had been pending for the lasCsix months,
As & result of negotiations, on 13-2-1944, the Indore Government ordered
under Section 10 of the mmiikumxmg Indore Trade Disputes Act thet all the
cotton mill workers be granted benus eQuivalent to three months' basic
wages fo¥ the year, 1.o. 25 per cent. of the basic wages earmed for the
period from 1lal-1943 to 31~12-1943, that all badll (substitute) workers,
jrrespective of the number of days worked by Them, shall slso be entitlod
to bonﬂlé and that the bonus ordered as above shgll be paid in ene instale

5

ment by 25e2-1944 by 81l the mills.
( The Bombay Chronicles, 2+2-1944
and The Hindustan Times, dated
15421944 ). v
- wwhewy wnder whioh 411 Reilway aervents are entitled te obtain

fo ;mg for themselves and their familles from Relliway giwim shops at
eeaeeasian rates has been in opsration from June 1943. The =™
gehemy is not completsly uniform over all the Railways, but ehcre is &
zapstdus considerable measure of uniformity. Artidles supplied in the
shops are foodgrains like wheat, rice, iowu', baira, and pulses, snglr and
%,émhuﬁ}, aalt, splces like chillies, tamkrind, etec., e, kerosene
tea, sokp, matches, standerd eleth ( at prices fixod by the Toxtile
emissianerr arid cloth other than standard c¢loths The Railways have,
from the beginning,sdopted certain limits for issues of articles sold in
the shops, tlthougﬁ absolute uniformity hes Mot been possible on feeount
ef varieus faotors, In the cakse of DPrincipal foodgrains, the single adult
mt.’mﬁ hms veried between 15 and 20 seers (1 seer = 21bs.) Per month and
B 1i1mit between 40 and 70 seers per month, In areas in which
.t ening schemes are in force, the Railways have adopted the civil
ui i:&ls of rationing. In respect of other articles, the actusl rations
ended on the supply posltion.

The grcin shops were originally orgenised to make #mmf foodgrains
availeble to all classes of railway servants on an actual cost basis,
There was, therefore, no reason to deny the facilities of such shops to
any perticular class, When concessional rates were introduced later, the
withdrawal of these facllities from the higher-paid staff was conﬂdored
manecnury.

There are now over 520 shops, of which 130 are in travelling vans .
Over 775,000 rallway employees are Beeeivins—bihe benefi?& During December
cM

1943, the aggregzate relief lffcged f :gga staff was ca at#d 2t Rs 6.5
millien. The averdge I lief ‘r ard holder throughout the country
was Res, 8«50, : : ’ .

(?m Vanguard,10 and 20.2-1944), /



‘ Bcla : ess wil;&em\ace to_ Laetl Board

In November 1943, the Government of Madras directed District Beards
ind Manieipal Gonneih in the Province to pay from 1l411-~19453 teo inferior
iervants and menials in their employ a deamess allowance ef Ré. 4 per
aohsem or such sum as would bring their total emoluments to Rs, 18 per
pensem whichewer was leéss, The Gevernment has now dbcided that dearmess
nllqttnac should be paid with effect from 1lw=12- 1943 to 2ll employees
(including teachers) of Mumicipal Councils, Distrlet Beards
ind Panchayet Boards, who are eligible for the payment of the allowance
1t the rates adutssﬂﬂe to @overnment servants of corresponding grades,
fhe allewance for the first time shall be payabls on the emoluments for
the peried from 1-12.1943. The terms and conditions in force for payment
»f deArness allowance to Goverrment servants are to apply te the officers
And servants of Municipal Counecils and Local Boards as well.

( The Hindu, dated 4-2-1944 ), °

Mill Sheps in Cmwnpore. v

A scheme under which mill and factery workers draw their supplies of
sugar, salt and pulses in accordance with the factory ration system 1is
rorking sstisfacterily in mvmpere. In most of the industrial concerns
ufﬁ littad to tha kployom A-sociltign of Northern India WAl &k number
| CYSR Y, Eributad af factory shops where .read@'tim are

W TINDE T0 wWoTIaTE TrdeT-the fovsrnment 's rationing scheme GF regulated
rated . Akleaa of quz Bs. 150,000 frem the running of these shops fer

e '1944 will be reimbursed from the difference between
the gemerdl and ‘subsidiary cost of living figures which determines the
scale of dearness allowance payable to workers. The amount payable in the

form Qf desrness allowance varies in prepertion to tha rise or fall in
subsidiary living cost flgures, .

According to latest estimates over 350,000 workers benefit by the
rationing scheme.

( The Hindustan Times and Statesman,
dated 17e2-1944 ), -

Relief to Bengal School Teachers, .

A scheme, estimmted to cost more than Re. 5 million is, now being
considered by the Govermment of Bengel for the relief of school teachers
in the province, The beneficiaries of the scheme, when it is put inte
operstion, will number about 50 000 -~ 15,000 secondary and 35,000 primary
school teachers.

(The Amrita Bazar Po.tr:l.ko.,ddted
19-2-1944 ),
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Demand for Increased Dearness Allowance by
wel jef s FOVSTIMEN >ervants ,

The gerieral Council of the ¥irlsterisl Services Associitions of the-
itral Frovinces and Bersr has adopted & resolution demanding Rs. 40 per
18em as dearness allowance for all clerks irrespective of pay,

It is understood that,a proyosal to crant adequate dearness allowance
all Government servants ’-&-‘&a salary "&&“!s. 200 is under consideration
the C,Pe fBovernment. At present only those getting Rs, 125 and below

» entitled to dearness allowance, ;

( Amrita Bazar Patrike, 28-2-44),
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ﬁomen_'s Work.

- Emplo ent of Women in Coal Mines:
Edjournment Motion Rejected by

entnﬁnembly v

An adjournment motion to discuss the re-employment of women on under-
ound work in coal mines in India was introduced by M¥rs .Renuka Ray in
10 Central Lepgislative Assembly on 8241944, Moving the resolution,
"8y By reminded the House that the action of the Covernment.of India in

.fting the ban on under~ground work for women in iX mines wae‘tviolltien -

* the International labour Convention on the subjectywhich India has
Ltifigd, She declared that even ln England it had not been found
scessary to permit women to go underground, and asserted that shortage

* lsbour on coalfieldg was due to low wapges and bed living conditions

1d that the average,Wide in Jharia, even with the present “dearnes allow-
1¢e, amounted to not more than R#, 14 or Rs. 15, It ousht to have been
y$sible, she inslisted, for the Government to find other means to remedy
s shortane of 1abour without permitting women to work underground.

¥r, E‘Mo Jcshi, supporting the resolution, pointed out thit not £m=e
ir fram Jh&rit, 1n Jlmahedpur, the average monthly ware oi @ worker was

—_ g imhte ravesled that when he wes consulted on the lifting

? the bln he Agreed to 1t for ressons of war affort, but he hikd asked
2in conditions In the matter of welfare lmenities before women

e allowed To work underground, He was serry te find that his

r@itions were net accepted and the only welfare mefsure which the

svernment had taken was the creation of the Coal labour Welfare Fund.

Dr. Ambedkar, Labour Member, Government of Indis, replying te the
abate, emphlsized the tewporary nature of the Jovernment notifications
srmitting women to work underground in mires and made it clear that
hen it was found th:iet the provision was not necessary 1t would be imme-
iately withdrawn, He #lso mentioned the steps the Govermment were
rking to reeruit workers from outslde for employment in mines. The
svernment had also insisted that the women should pet the same wages

8 men.

The motion was defeated by 41 votes to 23,

( The Hindustan Times and The
Statesman,dated, 9-2~1944 ). J/



&ft!bl’l:!.?_hnontxﬁ of 8 REmploymen t Exchanges. v/

- Eight empleymant exchanges have started functioning at Calcutte,
Bomimy, Almedakad, Madras, Cawnpere, Lahore, Nagpur and Delhi and another
ex¢hange for And is expected to begin work at EResekim Karachi very
shortly, in puteusnce ef the schems evolved by the Central Government fer
the placement of technical persennel (vide pages 36 to 38 of ocur November
3,“{_?@1&:‘1: }s At present the exchanges resister skilled and semie
_#¥11le@ workers in twe grades,laid dewn on & wags basis, QUMM I covers
: ‘s whe &re receiving Rs. 2 per day tmi over in the eities and
mk&r‘& of Mmbay and G&lmtt&.&ﬁ B8, 1«8 ver day in other Q¥@as. Grade
I1 cevers persons magiving Rs. le8 and over it less than Rs .2 per day
in the cities and sulurbs of Hembay and Caleutta amd He. 1 snd over Mat
Jeas than Re. 1«8 per ély in other areas, At s future date it oy be pm
mikh to grede persons belonging te each occupatien on the ba#is of
their skill, Attached to each | ploment #xchange is an Bmployment
Gommittes, with representatives of beth employera and labour, to sdvias -
1]l matters connected with the working of the exelimge. A @entral
Jichange hes been opened at Simla to eomerdinate the work ef provincial
“eﬁ‘ﬂgﬁs.

( The gtatosmn sdated l&'f-é:-l%) . /

The &ﬁamnng Fintnce Gexmit%eo of the Central Government appreved
on 19+2=1944 #F & scheme for comerdinatimg the recruitment and employment
of zmsleilhd labour. It was explained by the Goverrmant that with the
progress of the war employment of unskilled labour was steadily on 3 the
inerosse. Aceordingly, & scheme BAd boen evolved for the acztiag up ef
Provineial ILabour Supply Committees in each provinece; dor these,
District or RBzlonal Committees in areas where labour shorta" ¢ was already
apparent or was imminent. The Cemmittee would watch the 22T3 .;'apply
pesition in the ares, ce-ordinate and lay de¥Wn prineiples >
governing the reerultment of unskilled labour. The scheme @Rife eentgm«-
plated the opening of Labour Supply Depots in areas where there was & ,
surplus of unskilled labour, with a view #mx to "making arrsngements for
exploysent eilsewhere in deficit areas, There would be about 12 provineial
Labour Supply Committees run at an estimated cost of Rs. 180,000 per Eumsm

: expenditure on a Reglonal or District Committee would be

Re. 7 T}Mi ‘per amnum.

Another proposal approved o8 by the Committee regarding labour was ik
the sstablishment of Employment Exchanges at & recurring expenditure of
Rs, 167,000 per annum, 2 portion of which was debitable to Defence
expenditure a3 the Exchanges would cater for the demobilized tecimical
personnel of thet Department, Provincial Governments would also eontrie
ate & share of the expenditure, lubjoct to a specified maximum.

( The Statesman,dated 20e2-1944 ),v

According to an Ur;officig'l Note dated 19~2-44 issued by the Prineipel
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tion Officer,. Gevemant ef Indis, ‘the Broﬂncnl leonr 3upp1;-
s will take 8l metsures necsssary to secure adequate unskilied
fwca from each Province for esaentisxl work in the Provincs. They
3,*1;3 down standards of service conditions, make arrangements for
anpply of grain, and provide temporary housing, sanitation, water -upply
snd medical relief for &ll locdl labour employed in the Province and alse
stdvise ¥ Provincisal Governments on matters relating te uniformity x& in
dearmess and other allewances fer loecal labour and the retes of wages to
be paid to leecsl, provincial and contrscter~imported unskilled labour in
various repgions of the Province. Other duties of the Committees include
collection of statistical informetion on the nature of work for which
labour is mquired, the socurces of supply of labour, adequacy of existing
 sources; probeble future variations in the supply end wage rates, They
will lumsﬁ: monthly returns and reviews te Provincial and Cautrsl Governe
ments snd report on “surpluses® of labour. The Committees Wi 1irclude -
representstives of the Central Government, the Provincial Governmert
concerned, and private employers.

. In pursuance of this scheme two Labour Supply Committees have ulretéx
been zet up, one &t Jubbulpere by the Governmenit of the Central Provinces
snd Berar (vide page 24 of our repert for July, 1943) and the other
at Dlanbad Tor cessrdinsting the use of unskilled lsbour required fer
coalemining and other werk in the neighbeurhoed of the collieries. It
is understood that other Provincisl Governments also have taken up the
schems for eonsidentien. ﬁwgai &MW QA wAh A S dan Lbmonfie. on
Caleutfta .

{ Unofficiel Nobe, deted 19-2.1944,

: ~ issued by the Principal Information

e I L Officer, Gevermment ef Indisf¢ tu
Arrai /Sa;w« PR, bR 1%k D

o e R ot L i e s ey s

Accepdmg to & note published in the Feburary lﬁéé.iium of the
Indian leOur Gazette the question of standardissation of occupsational
terms and wages of skilled and semi«skilled personnel in Indi& has been -
ander the consideration of the Govermment of Indis for some time past,

The Conference of the Chairmen of National Service Iabour Tribunsls held
in New Delhi in December, 1943, recommended that the right approach to

the preblem would be to lppo:lnt in each main industrial province, a small’
Cormittee to carry out detailed investigations. Such Committees are boing
set up imrediately in Bombay, Bengal, Bihar and the United Provinces. The
composition of each Commi ttee will be := (1) Chairman, National Service
[abour Tribupale~ Chairman; (2) Senior Reglonal Inspector of Technical
Training in the case of Bombay, Bengal and the U.P, and the Regional
Inspector of Technical Training in the sase of Bihar; (3) twe represen-
tatives of employers; (4) two representatives of employees; (5) the
Provineial Iabour Commissioner (in the case of Bombay and the U.P,);

and ge) The Deputy Director of ‘I‘rtining (in the case of Bihar and the
6&?! ]

The Committees will examine and report on the following matters -
(1) Standardisation of occupational terms. A provisional 1list of
occupational terms has been drawn up in respect of engineering trades and
this will be supplied to the Committees; (2) Statistics of wases =nd
methods of wuge fixation; (3) The extent to which standard basic rates
ean be rixed; (4) The possibility of 1ntroducing & messure of standardi-~




tion in respect of{a) overtime, (b) night work, (c)bonuses such as

rusl bonus and production bonus, and (d) any other forms of remunera-
.on supplementing the basic ratoa. The Committees will cover all the
ieupations included in the provisional list of occupational terms,
:eluding managerial grades. They may consider the supervisory grades

4 have been instructed to eencentraté‘%b@trgll‘tgi’on colleSLidg facts
d making suggestions in respect of the loWwer paid staffs . ThRy will also
itempt to mmgmixiaxsmgex furnish replies to genersl questions such as-

) whether it is necessary to sattempt te regulste wages statutorily;

') 4f so, whether the regnlation should be in the form of a basic national
» provineial minimum wage or whether the matter of fixing standard wages
r various occupations should be considered for each industry as occasion
“ses; and (3) in the latter case, the machinary to be set up for fixing
\ge8 for various trades and industries.

( Indian Lnbour Gezette, February,
. 1944),

War-Time Trendl of Factory EBmployment in
§ia dFin 1933%‘, v

The following points relating to the trends of industrial employment

1 India during the years 19390-1942 are taken from 2 note o- tLa subject
iblished in the February 1944 issue of "Indian Labour Gezette™, The

Belo¥ glves the avardgs ngmhur of worlmen employed in tie seasonal

peTEniel frctories & ping bo dovermment snd Loeal) Funds snd other

1dnﬂtr103 rospectively in the four years commencing with 1939,

!lble 1.

Number of workmen employed (1n'thountnds).
' S ‘ Inerease in
1939 1940 - 194} 1942 1942 over

1939
Government and Locti
Pund Factories: '
Porennisl .. .. 131 168 219 299 + 168
<Seasonal 4 s le4 1.0 0.9 046 —0,8
All others: _ : » ) )
nPorennisl .. = os 1,329 1,380 1,831 1,681 +352
;aSe!!O!!l, 1 se B ' zng 295 305 300 +11 .0
Grand Total 1,761 1,844 2,156 2,282 4+ 531

he above table showa that in the Government and Local Fund Factories) these
%3 been s steady increase in employment in the psraennial 7Tz2%o%tes and
ontinuous decline in semaonal factories. 1In 1942, the number of employees
a the former fectories was more than double that of 1939, while im the
thse latter, 1t came down to less than half of 1it, Though the absolute
acresse in employment in the other perennial factories was slightly more
han twice that of the increase in the Govarnment factoriqg,tho relative
ncrease was only 26,8 per cent. compared with 128,3 per cent. in the
evernmont factories, The increase in the employment in the other sessonal
actories was only 3.8 per cent, - A




Y
Distributian of the incre2sze in the different 1mportant Provincsl:
: Table II.

Madres Bombay Sind Bengal ULP. Puijab Bihar C,Pe Delhi
rernment & — - -
sal Fund

stories .. ' ‘ C : : A . .
aanial .. 542 43,2 046 36,2 25,4 30,5 4,1 5;2 645

Ythers i : -
rannial ., 44.7 154,7 2,1 66 +8 48 ,7 25,9 1543 9,9 6.4

Pot8l oo 49,9 - 177,89 -2,7 103,0 74,1 56 42 1944 - 15,1 12 4¢

rcentagze

irease over

sresponding

mres for ‘ .

59 . 25 38 11 18 46 72 ?y . 26 74

ole ITI gives the distribution of the increase in employwent in the nine
in provinces which account for more than 956 per cent. of the increase .
\rly 80 per cent. of this ingrease is dlatributed among Bombay, Bengal,
Pa, Puilljab and Madras, whieﬁéf}e arranged in the decending order ef
pertance in this respect. relative increase in the total employment
highest in the Punjab and Delhi and least in Sind, Till thé beginning -
the War Bengil bad baen occupying the first place in the total employw
;gzggggglmg&ﬁdJ{~w\7 58, U,P,;, Bllmr snd Punisd taking the net five
:eat tueaacsivalg t due t0 the differential retes of expinsion during
Ebnbty has com erv close segond to Bengal. Sinilur;g;ﬂ,?, has

n “HI0%E o Enydy, snd Punie * m outstrippred Bihar, ~ The war,

hﬂi brought about notabla changes in the geographical distributicn

indnstrill population.

Main Groups of Industries.

Government and Local Fund Factories.- To have a clear perspective of
» naturs of chaAnges CDAL have Laken place, a study of the trends of
ployment in the main groups of induatries im necessary. The percentage
srefse in the employment fimires for 1942 over those for 1939 in the
ln goups of factories belonging to fovernment and Local Funds was as
llows ¢ Clothing ~ 1,241; dockyards - 106 ; engineering(zeneral) - 105;
ats = 172 railways « 61j telegraphs - 146. “

Ot er Factories .~ Table III below gives the number of workers employed
different groups of factories under private management wusluy the perioed
der consideration. Hers also iz found a notable increlso in employment
all groups, though at different rates. Most of this increase in employe~
nt occurped only during 1941; and the expectations that further rise
ght oecur in 1942 after the entry of Japan into war, have not materialis-
« This may be due to the fact that most of the private industries
ter to the civilian needs, though in cotton, cement etc. & good portion
the preduction is taken away for military needs, Inecrezsed production
3 to some extent been achieved by longer hours .of work, Agsin a good
al of expsnsion has occurred in constructional and other trades, which
e not covered by these statistics, In addition, the above figures
fer only to British India, and of late there has been a higher rato of
pansion im Indian States not referred to in the note.

*)
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micals & Dyes sote...
per & Printing ..
»d,Stone & Glass
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The absolute increase was greatest in textiles,
stone and glass, minerals and metals and food, drink and fmsd
But the relative increase was highest in the hides and
wood, stone and glasa, engineer-

Z, wood,
acco y@up‘ °

ns greup followed by the miscellaneous, A
; and minersls and metals groups in the descending order.,
iolute and relative employment are least in Paper and printing.

Table III.

sk

of Workers Employed (in thousandsl

i

.
oo
L 4
[ X}
o
-s
LY )
*d

1939 1940 1941 1942

Increase of Percentage
1942 over incresse

1939 -

817 829 953 965 148 18

148 159 204 224 76 51

55 62 76 8e 27 49

97 104 120 121 24 25 —
b6 87 71 735 b4 30
.44 46 48 49 5 11

62 59 78 82 S0 ‘ §8

13 18 24 30 17 131

20 22 35 38 18 20

followed by enginner-

Both the
The

ansien is greatest in those industries iIn which war effort is greatest,

m.th.“lnhngruuyl of Lnduztpioq showed different retes of expension.
0+ ..z ¥ . BWe i iss In cotion and relative incresse in wool

sxtiles ‘was greatest,

The jute industry, however,

’ Lfacreaae, 4nd there was even & decline in employment in

“I8 "the énj

——

ring group, relative ineresss was greatest

-i:e.ll&aeeua and general angineering, followed by electrial engineer-

¢ and shipyards.

b

Railways marked only a slight increase,

Amexgh Among

- minerals group, miscellaneous and foundries sub-groups showad creater
'resse in employment than lron and steel works.
:tories showed the maximum expanslon in that group while match factories

wed & decline in the first year of war,.

Chemicals and dyes

For want .of paper, stenciis

vy Printing works would not show any expension winille the eaployment in

or mills and pulp factories increased.

In the group weod,

shone and

ss, miscellaneous and glass factorlies showed the meximum innroaso

lowed by cement and brick and tile factories,

Thus, in all cases

cellaneocus factories marked a greater rate of increasejindicating-thﬁt .
arge number of factories producing new items of goods have coms into

stenee.

( Indian Labour Oszette, Februsry,
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office Accomodation in Calcutts:
Town Planning Committee 's Rnew
Recommends tions . ./

The Town Planning Committee, recantlys set un by the local authoritias
; Caleutta to review the existing office accommodation with a view to
suring its best use by government, has recommended to occuplers of :
‘fice bulldings in the Cileutta €ity to close up thelr ranks by accomoda-
ng near enaugh smaller branches also in their head office. The Committee

o 80 suggested that office accomodatiorn may bes re-2rransed on the basia of

) to 45 square feet per clerk,

( Anrita Pazar Patrika, 17-2-1944 and
The Findustan Times, 19-2-1944 }.

Textile Industry.

The Indlan Woollen Goods (Control) Order,
1041, o/

The fSovernment-of ;&ﬁ;ﬁ hes, n lzw?~1§§4 {ssued under the Defence
* ITndia ﬁulss the Indian Wooilon Geods (Conbrel) Ordsr, 1944, under which
1¢ manufacture, and s&le of woollen goods may be carrisd on enly in
séoprdthce WItH THE qirections lssued by the Central Government, The
sder also lajgs down the gquantity of woollen goods esach individuel may
irchase eve year. Hand-woven articles made from hand srun yParn are
tempted., .

( Notification No. 153-Tex.(B)/44
dated 12-2-19445 The TMazette of Indis
deted 12~2-~1944, part I,section K,

pages 167-168 ), .



Gentrel mmrec .

Gontrol of Distritutien and Price} of Cosl. v

The Government of India's scheme for control of distritution and el
prices of cosl and also for the encouragement of increase of output was..f
discussed at & meeting of the Coal Adv:lsory Committee held at Calcutta on
10e241944. The scheme aims at three factors:~ (1) to estimate the
sk monthly output of each colliery, (2) to dlstribute all output by
Governwant at fixed prices, and (3) to encourapge prednetion by m:-ant of
. h@numwmereased output free of Excess Profit Tax.

Governwment prepase to 1ssue an order on all collieries requiring
them to fumish to the Coal Commissioner by the 5th of etch month a states
ment of Misings, despaitchea and the colliery consumption during the
preceding menth, reisings and colliery eonsumption for the current month
snd Tor e8ch aneeeeding 3 monthe. An order under the Def@nell of Tndia
Rales will be issued Dby Government Intimeting 411 colliery owners that
with effect from the 1lst March, 1944, Government will controi e Jistrie
takion. of sll ceal, whethep ensiquﬁ by rall or despatched by road er
stocked on Government account, af prices fixed by Gavernment snd thit
sueh orders for distribution and fixation of prices will, : ;

erearter, f8rm the basis of contract between the eollier?‘lnd oaeh

cmr of 1ts conl.

P Kb S he Cos)l Commissioner may prohibit

cé 1 c)r the mtnuflcture of any hard or soft coke on the
insufficient commercial value or that there are no
e % of dldpo¥ing of it. The mining of sosl and ths productien
of coke, aﬂﬂﬁite thean in sccordance with the Government erder, will
cmtiimte an offence.

The priees of all coal, hardeoke or softcoks will be fixad by Govern~
ment by & netification on tho advice of the Ceal Commissioner, after
consulting the Calecutts Coal Committee (Advisory) to which will be added
for the purpoae)a financial adviser and two representatives of commercial
aonsumers

, m targpt; of all coal dospatch for sale or stecking under the
orders of the Controller of coml distritution will be 22,500,000 tons. ,
This will be divided by the Cotl Commissioner into 6 monthly terget
tonnags for each colliery undertaking.

Benuses will be psid 6 monthly to each colliery underiexing on the
excess of the tonnege disposed of under the orders of the Cor*»~ller of
Coal distribution over the target tonnage for that colliery undertaking,
To meet the estimated cost of such bonuses, a fund will be created by a
cess on all coal and coke despatched under the orders of the Controller
of cosl distribution.

( The Amrita Bazar Patrika, dated
12.2-1944 ).



Food.

Central Food Price Advisory Committes,

In pursuance of the recommendation of the Foed fGrains Poliecy Committee
pone that a small Standing Committee should be set up to advise the fwm
mtral Government on metters relating to fe@d grain prices, 1t 13 underw
i0ed that a Price Advisory Committee 13 being formed with Sir Theodore
wogory as Chairman, The Government of India will be represented by
minees of the Education, Health and Lands, Food and Finance Departments,
; 18 reported that other members who will bhe invited to servs on the
mmittee will bestone representative of the Punjaband Bensal producers,
spectively, Chairman of the Grain Chamber, Muzaffarnager, aui a repre-
ntative esch from the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
dustry and the Associated Chambers. The Secretary of the Cormittee is
kely to be the Trade Adviser to the Government of Indis,

{ The Statesman, 1~2~1944 ),/

ﬁileutta Univers:lt 's Sample Survs

A sample surve: * ten of the famine-affested distriets of Perigal has

sn eArried out by fﬁ"ﬁe Anthrepology Department of Caleutts University.

1tiaticc for eigbt of the districts have soc far been talulated, cmriring
- famt iyt -wtth & total memdership of 3,840.

"1t wilil prob&blv Le an undereMtimate of tre feuine bo say that #m
=thirds of the total papulation were affected more or less hr 1t", says
» head of the department, Prof. K.P, Chattopsadhys, in his report. '€n
'8 barls, the probakle tutel nusber of deaths above the rormal comes
well over 3,500,000. The eatlmate nxlﬂ i3 subject to probable errer
erent in a1l slmple surveys",

The survey found that the death rate had been very different in
"ferent areas, renging from 5.5 per cent in some are&s to 22 percent
some others. The fimres for infant mortality haW been extrewely hig
s proportion of deaths of children below five years of agk ¢
ded from 30 per cent to 50 per cent of the total deaths. The death
’¢ among adult men had been much higher than among adult woumen. In the
1@ affected areas neirly twice ss many adult men died as sdult women,

1 in the worsse affected areas, the proportion had been even higher,
) consequence of this differential desath rate had been the loss of
ners to & large number of familles. ‘

Prof. Chattopadhys fears that unless a serious snd planned attempt is
le to set up this large population of women and children economically,
1 doles granted pending such attempts, a high death rate may be expect-
to occur in this group during the current year, Various soclal evils,
sh a8 prestituvtion, will also increise unless adequate steps are taken
make these families economically self-surporting..

The survey alsoc revealed the loss of cultivable -lands of 25 per cent
30 per cent of 3mall peasants &nd professional implements of communie-
18 1ike fishermen. It 18 suggested timt steps be taken to restore

\
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ends Lo peassnts and to supply implements to fishermen and people of
ther such communities, as otherwise these people would soon join the
ank of destitutes.

The high incidence of ma&laria and other disesses had Gi.auied a
arge proportion of the survivingfa}ners from dolng any work. In some
f the areas the proportion of such persons (dissabled earners) was found
o be a8 high as 30 per cent at a time, Prof, Chattopedhya consicers
hat adequate arrangements for medical help in rural areas should there-
ore form pert of any scheme of rehabllitation.

( The Statesman, 20-2-1944 ).V




pexiis forth a lS5eyear plan ef ecenomic
in the middle of January 1944 by

:u md emmnist-' Sir !'uraahatandas ~

dnn , the suthers state that zm:- ehjqe}g 18 “to

jis of ﬁ;&.&msuen , & statement, in &s conerete &8 form

objceﬁm t0 be kept in mind 1n econemic planning
lines en whiech devedopwent should proceed &nd the

maing is IiMely to meke on the emtry!ﬁ mmgeu .
‘ unt éﬂl,with the erganisati 0Gs Ahe

of méuztry, melums both 1&;'3- tnd mn
] “a’-mtaly ﬂ.ve tms the mnlont mtput, 'l‘hn woulad
go <1&ta.en i@alﬁ eantinﬁe to be mgtged in ‘agrie

oy the wesent prependerance of
1& be emiéardhly reduced,

- Al&hﬂagg India 13 an agricultursl ceuntry, a large propcrtsiem
dosd net get encugh food to eats A siill lapger :
to obtain the right® kind of food. Studies meds by

_ b4 suggest that a well tamlanced nutritive diet fer an
"i& Indis :hanid h as followss

* A W chm- mtﬁnmg a hnof oenﬁbﬁ.c dbioldmont fer Ihdia
by Sir Farshotam@ns Thalmrdas, J . R.D, Tata, G.D.Birls,Sir Ardeshir Dalal,
311' Wf ’ﬁu, mmrhmt ulmz AJ, Shreff and Jokn Natthai, 1944,

at the Gmreiﬂl Printing Press,(rmp.rlta Sens I.td.)
% Streest, Fort, Pombay, pages 54, -




OUNCES PER DAY FER ADULT

Gereals 16 Peaits _ 2
Pulses 3 Pats & 0ils 1.5
Suger- 2 Whele Milk 8
Vegetables 6 or Meat Fish and egos 2.3
The per capits requirements of a belanced diet in India would amount

) about 2,800 esaleries per day., It 13 estimated that at prre-war prices
i cost of & balanced nutritive diet of the type mentioned wabove would

) appreximately Rs. 65 per sunum for & growing adult and very “ittle

88 for & growing child, At this rate an annyal expenditure of Re. 2,100
wres (1 crere=10 millien) would be required to keep the existing
palatien ef 389 milllons 'sll neurished.

of per caplita econsumptien of

In the light of 3.
I.,5404 in its publicationg

it virteus countries ’
% World Textile Industry, the e made by the National Planning
meittee (vide pages 30e31 of our December 1938 report) eof the minimum
quirements of clething in India viz. 30 mards per persen may be
ghrded &8 ressondble. To redch this nerw, India would require on the
1 of the 1941 pepulation fipure 11,670 nillion yerds of cleth and

# cest at thc ‘rgﬁ of 3?‘8 amn 1 glrﬁ would anount to Rs, 858 crores .

Nr‘m mrm,wvehwu B in 1931
e 4. ‘1.5 net _poasible to m&n;f; the &nrtgo

trial e M;M shon tm -xiatmea of emrem&iag !!' &n extreme
e .. In the Bombay province, for example, the average floor apace per

irson in industrifl aress wis 27,58 square feet in Bombay, 43404 square
16t m Ammedsbad and 24.03 square feet in Sholapur in 1958. N

zr one is to provide 100 aguare feet of house room peay peavsen, which
4 been mentioned dbove as the minimum needed, the average unocuse should
've an ares of at least 500 square feet so th&t it can accommodate b
réons, In rurel areas the cost of building such a house is assumed to
» in the neighbourhood of Rs. 400 and in urban aresas twice as much. On
rough estimate, the tetal expenditure recduired for this would be about
le 1,400 crores. At 772 per cent of the total capital expenditure
1eln&iilg the value of existing housing; the yearly cost of maintenance
mld beé &Q 258 erorea,
O j} @8 +» India hes & birth rate of 53 and a death rate of
L.s; 33 ; ity (of those under 1 year) iz 167 per 1000 live
irths § tm unﬂgo expectation of 1life is 26.91 for males and 26.56 for
meles., Preventlve measures against infectios diseases and sanitation
| have been adepted so far have touched gut the fringe of the problem.
i ros,p.et of water supply it is lknown that out of the 1,471 towns 1m in
sitish India in 1939, only 253 tewns with a population of 13 million had
sotected water supplies and the positlon of conservancy and sanitation was
y better, In rurel areas the position is satill worse. Provision for
iternity and chlld welfare work both in urben and rural are#s is extremely
wadequate, MNore than 50 per cent of the deaths that occurred in 1939
yre Bmong those who come wWithin the scope of matermity and child welfame -
yrvicea, So far as medical facilities are concermed, in 1939 there
yre about 7,300 hospitals and dispensaries in British India with provisien




?Q,%ﬂ beds. The average population hzervud ‘by each hmpﬁﬂl
naa ry works out te abomt 41,000 and thé:ifBropertion ef vepilation
'rhe number of doctors and nurses in India is 42,000

3> ;] respectivelyywhich means one doctor i-u' 9,9@0

3 an » $OY. 86,000 persons. Fer a minimum standard ef
L.tﬁng the eriteri& mﬁ aid dewn in respect of previmtive and curetive
sessures ineclude the fellewing: (1) proper arrangewents in respect of
saniteatien and weter supply in rurel and urban areas; (11) a dispensary
rer every villagej (111) generel hespitals and meternity clinies in
towns ; and (1v) specislized institutions for the theatment of tuberculesis,
encer, hpreay, wnsreal diseases etc,

e I ( Rs. Greres) T Nemm
recurring Cost. Recurring cest.
Sapitation, walier supply ete. 100 745 .
Rare]l dispenaspioes , 132 141.9 ’
General hespik&ia 22 1645
- Matemity clinic 8 6.6
Speeialized institutions 19 2.8
Total 281 iaé;a

The pormtage of literacy above the age of 5 in India
,'59 Ernv:&éa néoqmte f&eilities for prinl.ry education, it

4choels weuld smeunt. u@@s sTrores.
- P -ry ""ﬂticﬁ compilaory to bays and

;s.r;; baté'asn 6 &nﬁ 11 yc&m of age at an average expendiluro govr pupil
L. B 1b dn sl L. ARd.-Re.. £6 in wrban areas per snnwm. The tetal
eLpi ‘will be R&. 88 erores per annum. The cost oy working
;he whole of the present adult population literate will be Rs. 66 crores.
lscondary education, Univwaeity educition and Seientifie eduestion and
*es et rch \vork redquire lnother Rs. 149 crores.

g National Income.- The aggregmte amount ef income required te
3t requirements of uman 1life, vould be as follows:

Incoms required

(Rs.emm) to be spent———round fimres.

Cost of food | fxisesx 2,100

Cost of clething 260

Rpeurring expenditure on housing 260
Recurring expenditure on health and '

medicince 190

Reenrring exponditure on primnry educdtion : 00

Total 2,900

This means ’chlt, in erder to secure & minimum standard of living,
. per e&pitl inceme of Rs, 74 at pre-vrar prices 1s essential.

Inﬂas’erinl Metion.- It 1: an important part of the proposals
egarding Inaustrial development that in the initial stages a*tention
hould be direeted prinlrily to the creation of industries for the ‘
roduction of power and capital goods. Apart from 1ts imperitancs as a
wans of quickening the pace of indusm ¢ovelopment in India, it will
aAve the effeet of ultimately rodueing dopondence on. fomign countries
‘er the plant and mchinery reeiuired Gp—un lnd, consequently, of reducing




The proposal, howsver, is sﬁ:, )et

5 reJuirements of external finance.

so this important qualification that prevision should be made at the same
time for the manufacture within the country of the most essential classes
of consumption goeds, as otherwise a great deal of unnecessary hardship
may be csaused during the planning period. In the production of these
essential consumption goods, ths fullest possible use should he made of
small scale and cottage industries, This will, beside2 providing employ~
ment, reduce the need for purechasling expensive plant and machinery.
Industry 18 expected to account for & non-recurring expenditure of

Rs .4 ,480 crowes.

A rieultur;l ?reduction.c— There are three fundamental questions viz,
‘ heIldings, in édness and af soil erosion which have to te
tackled to start; with. When these have been tackled, sgricultural
production in India ean be incressed by (1) ex’cending the area under
cultivetion or by (41) impreving the yield per scre or by {111) & combina-
tion ef both, The total expenditure to double agricultural production is
estimated to be Rs, 1,096 orores non-recurring and Rs. 150 crores recurr-

inge

Communications.~ India 1s very backward in the develogiin® Jf FRXINKP
railwiys, roads &nc coastal shipping. With an area of about 1,580,000
square miles, she hes only 41,000 milss of reilwsysand. the prepovtien of
road milsage "to aroa works put &t 35 miles per 100 square miles. The
targets under the plen are an increase of 21,000 miles in reilways and
500,000 miles inmmadt‘ For the development of cosstal shipping, the aim
oid-tata tuprive the sEEll ARtumel Mrbours thet are scettersd &long
Thatets extansivs eenl*' line and to provide Lthem with losading and anlelda
ing facilities, The total cost involved 1In all these 1s Rs. 897 creres
ner<reeurring And RE. 49 ¢rores recurring.

Cest ef t‘hg Plan .=

namATized below:

The total expenditure which the plan 48 likely

to invelve
_ ¥on-recurring Recurring
(Bs .crores) expendi ture expendi ture

Industry - 4,480 -
Agriculture 1,095 150
Communications 897 49
Bducation . 267 237
Health 281 185
Housing £,200 518
Miscellaneons 200 -

Total 9,420 rppe 939

" A1l recurring expenditure,

Dt et e St e

except that for depreciaticn tn? replaces

ment, 18 in effect working capital and for estimeting the total amount of
eapital which the plan is 1lkely to require, it should Le combined with

gonsrecurring expenditure.

On this basis the total capitel requirembnts

of the plcn would amount to about Rs. 10,000 crores distributed as focllows:

(Bs, rorea)

 Industry 4,480

Agriculture 1,24
Communications 940
Edueation 490
He& 1th a ‘ 450
3 cexi&nni ous o “ ’%88

Total 19,066 e




oo - The amount of capital whieh the authors expect te kgﬁz
i sources 1s summarized below

o

(Rs «Crores)
BXTERNAL FINANCE:

Hoarded mlth '$00
Sterling Securities 1,000
;l;lllnea of trade 600 .
orelign berrowin 700
Lo g e 2,600
INTERNAL FINANCES
~ Savings a,000
'Crested money! 3,400
v _ ’ 7,400
=8 Total za,éeé

Steges of # gent .~ For purpeses eof oxecution, the plan out=-
Iined™ 15 ©THS memorendum Nas been subdivided into three plans, each
revering . peried of five years. The expenditure te be 1ncum*ué during
piech ef t&psa plans 1s mdietteé below

(Rs. creres) Firs plsn  Second plsn  Third plan Totsl
(790) (1,530) (2,360) (4,480)

310 330 360 1,000

.. 200 400 6op 1, 240

110 320 510 ~940

10 80 . 370 490

e lt . 40 80 330 450
%maing 190 420 1,590 2,200
fiseellaneous 30 70 . 100 : 296
‘Potal 1,400 2,900 5,706 10,000

[ A eopy of the memorandum: "A Plan of Economic Bevelopment for India" was
sent to Montreal with ca® Minute D.1/194/44 dated 10244 ), . '

Pos tewar !’llrmi j of Roadss Government
t-.naI iﬁommlftoe

The question of post-war planning for road development was discussed
recently ut a mesting of the Standing Committee for Roads under the chairw
manship of 81y WoE® Usman, Member for Posts and Air. The Committee was
informed that the Government of India had decided to appoint 2 Mgvelop-
ment Officer with & view to sccelerating post-war planning of reads.

This officer will visit all provinces and important Indian Svatus to
ensure that preliminary programmes sre prepared with sxpsmittism eéxpediw
tion. The Committee was also informed that the Government of- India

had decided to appoint & "Plant Committee" to deal with the question of
fixing the types and detalls of the road machinery required after the war,
The Committee approved: the prineciple that provincial alloeats.on- from the




' 'Pund may be utilized to mest the cost ef ;kaaang staff and

:ioned provisienally & grént of Ras. r towards the cost of an
experimsntal strip of soil stabilized read. o

(The Statesman,dated 20~2.1944 ), .~

Terms of Reference of the leaur Invo-tzi tion
- Committee nef wp by remen dfe, -

Reference was mpfde 8t page 67 of our repert for December 19435 to the
appointment of a factwfinding committee by the Government of India, 1In
parasusnce of;resclution adopted by the Tripartite Labour Conference in
September 1945, Ths Committee, which will be knewrn as the Iabour
Investigation Committee, consists of Mr. M.V, Rege, 1.C.S. (Chairman),

Nr. 8,R, Deshpande, (Director, @est of Iiving Indices, Government of
India), Pr. Almed Nukhtar, and Mr. B,P. Adarkar (Searener). The terms
of reference of the Commlttee are : (&) to collect data relating, -
inter & i2, to wages and efrnings, employment, housing and seelal

534 of labeur an iﬁ partienlar ,of industrial labour in India, and
(v) to inwntigtﬁt and repert, inter ai:u ‘oh the fellowing matters te
(1) the risks whieh bring mbout 1nsocur1ty, (2) the needs of labour, by
varions ¢laszses, %o meet such risks, (3) the methods most 77 %atls for
mggting BuCh ria;a, and (4) heusing and flctory conditiogs.

& 14004 the mﬁ'ﬁu -ﬁ’atirtod on an llls-IndIi tour lasting
about nins Vcaks during which 1t will see conditions ef labour in mines,
“piemrts rios in 4Bout 16 eentres in the United Provinces,
Mbar, Bes 01, ntral Previnces mnd Berar, Madres, Bombay, Punjab,

Mys ero, ang Hydorlbad.

( Resolution NQ.L 5012 datod 2uludd,
The Gazette of India d&ka& 19!&2«44
part I.section 1 204 and
Unofficial Note &&ta?lﬁ~2~44,ilsued
by the Principal Information Pfficer,

Government of Indis ),

Pos t-war Civil Aviation in Indis: . .
PIscussions In Central Assombly.

In the course of the debate on a Bill to amend the Indian Aircraft
Act, 1934, recently introduced in the Central Legislative Asembly by
Sir. Gurunath Bewoor, Secretary, Posts and Air, Govemment of Indis,
India's post-war plans regarding civil aviation came up for disaussion;
the peints made in the course of the debate &re summarised ve.ow:

Sir Gurunath Bewoor, stated that the GSovernment of India's plan
eontemplated the estlbliﬂment of dasily air services on the main trunk
air routea covering India north to south &and esst to west with 1link
routes conriecting the trunk routes at suitable points, and with Bxisnxisx
extentions to the capitals of adjacent countries. These contemplated
services would cover an air route milirme of 1B3E8LR 10,500 with an annual
flying milage of saven and a half millions &nd, with aircraf‘t of the

class contemplated, the total tranaport ef‘f‘eetad wryld amount to twelve
(ané & half wmillion ton-miles a venr, - As comptred with the :ir services

e S




gratsd before the war, the annusl flving milage would be five times and
e ton milage fifteen times. This was only a first instalment,. It would
nixed passenpger, freight and meil services, The services would be of
11y frequency to begin with, to be incressed later, 1f necessary, and

en the air routes were organized for nisht flving, the services would
ersate by night also, Connecting services would muke 1t pussiole, with
ew exceptions, to leave any place in Tndis on the air ron*a® and arrive
the sams dsy &t any other place on the w«ir routes. The capital invest-
nt of the opersating organizstions would probably be betwsen Rs. 30 and
millions and the annual cost of operstion was estimated at between Ro.
and 25 m111ions, Sir Guruneth explained that the members of the House
well as the general public would soon have an opportunity te kow the —
11 details of the scheme when it wes published in a feow days.

Stimuleted by the establishment of the msier air services, he said,
ere would be considerable independent development of the air services of
condary and of local importance. 1In orcer to meet the development
fch the Government of India desired actively to encourage and if necess-
y and possible, to support, it was essential to inxxﬂﬂnlli intrednce »
censing system. The objects of such & system were to promote retional
4 economic develepment, to ensure safety, regularity and ralilbility,

ensure that the air services met the reel needs of the country, to

wordinate effort, to discourage the growth of mushroom orgsnizations,
d to prevent uneconomic competition involving waste of national energy
d of patjonal agsets.

urd wauld be beth expem and inue,perwdent; and such.us would attract .
bite econfidenee-end the eonfidonee of the operating ecompsnies. He urpged
esrly formlstion of an air policy for the country and referred to the

eperation that other countries were maéking for post-war developments,

r Prederick also asked whether Indis would be representc? 2% The nucleus
an Brpire Air Council envisazed at,Confererce in October 1945, presided
er by Lord Beaverbrook. : :

Sir Zisuddin Ammad foresaw a trisanculer fisht betwseen sir, road and
11 after the wap and said thet the railways and the rosd ware alrasdy
evaring for ity He asked what India was contributing to the internation-
conferences on the subjects He suggested that factories should ba
arted for the manufacture of alrcraft and gave a warning that the failure
~the matter of producing railway locomotives or motor cars 'should not. '
repested in the case of aircraft menufacture in Indie.

" Rso Pahadur Siva Rej also voiced the same opinion,declaring that if
vernment was serious and wanted the scheme to succeed 1t should take
ery step to manufacture aircraft In India and to provide civil employ=-
nt for the thoussands of men demobilized from the Indian Air Force after

£ WaT »

Replying to bhﬁ debate, Sir Gurunath pointed out that Government's
licy was to develop civil aviation with Indian capital under Indian
nagement and to afford training and opportunity for mm employment to
Alans and, in the case of Tndia's particivation in any through services,
' ansure thut such participation was not only financial but techrical
d operational., In all international discugsions on the subject, India
mld undoubtedly teake her part. Referring further to poat-war plans,

v Gurunath said thet the Government contempliéted extenslion of services
» places like Rangoon, Colombo, Kabvul, Chun~lins and possibl, places in




1e Persian Gulf. The Government of India's plans were not merely route
lans, but embraced ground organization, meteerological orgwuiszution and .
ight flying-facilities. The Reconstruction Policy uOMﬂiftﬂe would examine
18 question whether the services whould be opersted by the Government or

y & single monopoly company or by u number of competing entevprises., As
sgards Sir Zilauddin's fesr of & trdangulir fight, Sir OGurunath said thet
18 exactly what the Government wanted to prevent by plenning development

> 1] the three forms8 of transport, MHe also gave the assurance that
txﬂ!xnrumnntx:nxxlnx the method of licensing proposed to bLe adopted was
st to check enterprise but to prevent wasteful competition between air

peratdrs themselves.

T ( The Pindustan Times, 24-2.1944 ),/

intment of NeneOfficial Censultative
,ammittae On POs LwWAT Reconsfruction :
mo in Counell of 5 tate,

A resolution recommending the appointment of & consultative committee .
omposed of non-official representatives of the Central legislature and
epresentatives from Indian financial and commerclal intereats to advise
overnment to rehabilitate the economic structure of the country, was
oved in the Council of State on 24w2+1944, by Mr, M,N, Dalal,

Intreducing the resolution Er. Dalal stated that mRzrEY *ﬂ::qbgs
AErEHOYT 'd’b@ﬂt%ﬂiﬁnde§>bw*lﬁﬂat 500 per cent durins the war no approw
iable safeguards have Leen povided by proportionate increiee inn produce
ion.of cemmedities or in aervicea. Stating that hmge eurreney expansion
»d caused service dislocation in the economic structure of the country,
r, Dalal urged the Government to set in motion effective processes for
urtailing the currency in circulztion,

Anxiety ms to His Majesty's Government's intentlions in respect of the
isposal of India's sterling balances, and the need to build up dollar
redit also so as to enable India to meka har oircheses in other warkets
A8 oxpressed by several members during the dlacussion,

¥r. CoEs Jones, Secretary, Finance Depertment, replying on behalf of
overnment, said that a comnittee on the lines sugzgested by Mr., Dalal was
nnecessary, a8 there were separate &dvlisory commlttees dealing with
arious aspects of the economlc problem. In the mK® field of economlc
ontrol and supplies of consumer goods, the Commerce Depsrtment and the
0od and Industries and Civil Supplies Departments were working in close
onsultation with various sdvisory committees, Xtkx 1ike the Textilp
dvisory Board, Finande Department itself was closelv co-operitins with the
tanding Finance Committee and in all monatary mattars was kYeaping close
jaison with the Reserve Bank, & non~officlal bLody. He pointed out that
tovernment in dealing with dﬂy-to~agv raguiresants to combat inflation,
ies levsl &#nd other problems hed to take Juick and effective action,
nd the process of consulting a committee &3 suzzested by Kr. Dalial
omprising representatives from different parts ot the countryv and EX1fXmrsn
$fferent interests would result in delar which they coula wuu «fford in
imes of crisis and emergency.

- The resolution was with-drawn .. .

. (The Hindustdn Times, 25+2-1944 )ayzf




: Gn 17244, Lord Wavell, the new Viceroy of India, mede his first
iddress to s jeint sesalen of the Indian Legislature. In his address, the
Iieceroy reeiewed the war situstien with particular reference to India's
mr offers #nd her obligations to sassist the South Esst Asia Command, the
locts war on Indisn industrisl snd ecomomic conditions, and the

A nm%met&en programme of the Govermment, The main poinis of the
;d&ﬁn are bx*tufly mticaﬁ belew ¢~

Referring to India's war ebligations, lerd
atpy's first task was to sasist the SoutheEast

% the eiemy from the gates of India. Thape &an be ne
r Indls or anyone else till the Japanese ambitions

When the en ill ecome 1t 18 difficult yet 8e say,

1ling ander 8 series of sheocks, physiecsl #nd morel, whiech may

it i out &f the ring at an early date. After that, the war
Jipan will be Intensified, The phyleal d1fry: ulties of the ree

ef Basma end ef the other territory seilzed by the Japanese &re

+ 1t willd h ampnlhcé by careful training and Preparation.

om of emsurense of sufficjent
t 1s trying to sélve on sn

3 acceunt of the me#dures taken by Gevﬁmnt te mb infrﬂ
) be presented by the Finance Member in his budget spesch en
944, th‘ Vieu’oy dg&l only gmerllly with the pmbkm pel
fmpravement in the rate of stvings
grels in nmreuing the supply and bringing ém Eh prim
goods manyfectured in Imdja, as well as of thes
hn been made. The new Department of Tndustril
ble tasks sahead of it tut has made a goad staz t with
y “Che relesse of woollen goods to the gemerel publioc, &nd
the prices of imporsed druga.

urtDiffieultiol o= Dealing with these he saild Mwt
~has been subjected to great strains, which it

; fe‘ " Ths latest problem to confrent net only the
therities, but public bodies, industrielfsts, and private
rout India 1s shortage of coal,< The :e&ieml fall in ;
& which cecurs in the last quarter of the year was sbnormally grest
i+ Theds were refaons for this—an exceptionsally goed larvest, the
jer and better paid work in. the coal«filelds, difficulties

s bow . 8% of feod, 3nd the epidemic of th malaria, euhineﬁ o
drew Jabour @Way from the mines and to make their retirn alew,  Lsbour
emdﬁ&m ln hlslming to return te noermels but there is mueh te be done
;0 igpreve the raising snd distribution of coal and eonditions in the
cotTields, The Government has appointed a Coal Commissioner te study
111 the factors bearing on production and movement and to see that M the
policy of the departments concerned 1s effectively oarried out.




On the whole, in vin ei ﬁb:
_ i K ¥ te the torlé as 2 mh -
em threugh 1!: with ]mn mrt than any other natim in titi
‘ 11 And the war hes in maygy directions snhanced India's oppor-
amith- and prﬁpacts. It has hastened Xmxx her industrial develemnt,
.t w11l inerense food produstien, it has strengthened her financisl
m;ﬁg@. Thet 1t hes net brought, as in certaln other eeuntries, an

sp@nged unity eof l@irit lnd paurpese is an unheppy circwes®l

,- Directing sttention to Mhm the sspsrtumiiie
1 Indi® in the pest«war world and India's specisl
he mat%r world will be for Indis & weorld ef
' + Indie has great undeveleped rescur
. zdus ty Hor soil is not yet cultivated to
. with improvement in methods, in irrigation, Aand
" rotse her food mp’pxy greatly beth in quality
t in India's mein 1;161:-9

m heum, t:um mnyﬁcaenemi -
"prnsura of imerefsing population, the
L for Mrﬁ)boﬁh of agricultural and labour-

,t qa QQ?W:

.pisn for ecenomic and meinl dewlamt so 88 te raise thl
ng and genenl welfare.?

ge The Govarnment has ;:!.M ﬁ m with

mottlmnt e:t‘ seldiem the termination of war-time eontrtctl t.’tth
Lndust:ry and the m:-ﬁorlg return ef industrial labour to petoe~time tasks;
apersal of prepopty und atocks of geods acquired for war pafposes .

ey ] truotion, Roforring to the Government’s postewar R
segen lan } 6, he 8aids “the @eveRemment of India 1s being -
tenlt with Ir; a wtm of the Executive Council, which is assisted by .
mabsr of okdwr committees with a strong nen~official element. The
iﬁ!ﬁmn‘t g emtidam; means to strengthen the plsnning ergsnisatien

eselarete progress, Much useful preliminary work has been dene,
ind & aﬁtgo hes been resched at which, for certain subjects at least, as
for example, the demobllization and resettlement of soldiers, definite
plepning ean begin in some detail. Over the greater part ef the field en#
retuRl eenduet after the war will depend to some eltent-eeften to a great
sxtnM intemational factors—such as tariff policy and intemnstional
» Babt we need not walt on thesej en the blg questions of peliey
ve have to meake certain brosd assumptions, Concurrently,we are appoint
ing individual development officers—not Committees—to dreaw up outlime
plans fer subjects such as electrification, industries, road develepment,
lrrigation and agriculture. We are also arranging to givo eppertunities
fer bodies of Indisns eonnecéed With industry, the health services, and
sther brenches of development to visit the United Kingdom, and if raquirqd




o atudy for the benefit ar Indis the latest develspm -
o of Werk., For the main sociAl services we alrsady W the
2l &ﬂﬂur 's memorendum, and shall later have the Popart éf
o Gemml ttee on medicine and public health, Dering 1Qi{ our plans
iill ﬁth lhlpti they muat cover the whole of India, and the Provinces
and Spates will cowoperate with the Contre in praﬁucing the best and
mprehonslve possible statement of our needn.

'né atriel.c- 'oleom:lng concrete suggestions fer
snt of It "{es he 3&1d thet the Government was examining with
,kt Vt.ha phn racant‘l; prvgoundad by seven prem:lnent buninqu men .

suthere of this ' thq ebjeétu te be lahievorarc in m‘fnciph the
seme a8 these of Govepnment——a substantial increase in stendards eof living
and foelsl wolfsre. There may be differences on the metheds to be empley-
o, thelr relstive imporisnes in the smpisy plan as a whels, the pert te
be played by the State and by private enterprise, and the fin‘nc&al :
p&saﬁi} bi1ity of development on the scale centemplated withia the time
m by the suthors: but the aim is similar, - It may,in the initial
s, be neceasary for the Government of India and the Previncisl
nts to énvgte the ‘larger preportion o f the reseurces availadble to
g’ oP Jeultural snd indistrial, se &8 te incresss the
¢ yo Bat vital satters o7 het 1th sad sGicatisn will
nﬁ b allm to ' ,ind #%111 and the recommendations of the Bducatiomal
Adviser and tw m Comalttee will receive the nwlt earnedt aonsié‘nu ‘
bien‘

The crir M an &fﬁvt
snt, of the right to r onstie
. ka ir she 80 desired, to nvﬁ'- garinership
ek Gmmnwealth. Bocanse of the military
1 “-tﬁie’h sﬂn"% FEIg—1t was provided that, pemdimg the freming
ef thy mﬁaro eonstitution, tho direction of defence should remsin the
respensibility of His Majesty's Government, tut it was eentmphud that
Indtan leaders shonld be asacecinted net anl;r with the SEEEEEEEcRtxL
Government 6f their country—under the existing censtiimeion mﬂﬁly,
t111 & new eonstitution was framed and accepted-—but with the ceounsels
of the Gmentetlth and of the United Nations, This offer still stands,

‘ 's 1:1 11 - ’ctndt .

ut the demand for. release of these leaders who are in deteritien isa
barren ene until some 3ign on their part of willingness to co-operaw
te. : ‘ ’ . )

( The Statesman,dated 18-2-1944 ),
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