Regd. No? 9442, ESTD. 1954 DIAL : 45-4120

FORWARD SEAMEN’'S UNION OF INDIA city,

14/1F, WATGUNJ STREET, CALCUTTA-7000 23
MASS OF HAPLESS INDIA'S SEAMEN ARE AGAIN ON THE PATH OF CONTINUOUS STRIKE WORLDWIDE

Dear friends and comrades,

The employment position in the shipping industry continues to be dismal. Between 1975 and 1982, vacancies
at Bombay Port have been reduced by almost a half ; in Calcutta the vacancies are no more than a third of what
they used to be. The most disquieting thing is neither the body of shipowners nor the government seems to
appreciate the urgency of the situation, let alone finding way to tackle it. In fact, the standard explanation offered
is “global recession™, as if that would satisfy the seamen’s hunger.

On the auspicious occasion of National Maritime Day on 5 April this year, the Union Minister of Shipping
& Transport announced, in response to the appeal by shipowners, a whole package of concessions like rescheduling
of loan re-payments, tax holiday for off-shore repairing units etc. The question is who needed help more-the Scindias
and the Aminchand-Pyarelals or the starving seamen ? What happened to the nine-point charter of demands submitted
by the Forward Seamen's Union of India ( CITU ) more than a year ago ? Why is nothing being heard of the retention
allowance recommened by the Retired Admiral S. M. Nanda Committee ?

A blatant anomaly to which the FSUi (CITU) has been trying since a iong decade to draw the attention of
the Government of India in regard to the distribution of jobs amongst the mass of India's seamen particularly from
two major recruiting ports in India-Bombay and Calcutta A peculiar policy is in vogue in this Shipping industry which
is nothing but discriminatory and the same is needed to be changed immediately.

The FSUI (CITU) organised the historic 72-hour shipping strike In November last year. It also led a sit-in in
front of the Prime Minister’s residence on 30 March this year. As usual, there were promises galore from Ministers but
nothing positive has come yet. The FSUI (CITU) Is convinced that unless the seamen offer reslstence. they cannot foil
the offensive of the shipping barons against their livelihood. It gives the call for what is likely to be a long-drawn and
bitter struggle. The battle on such a scale can never be fought until there is a broad enough base and unity.
The FSUI (CITU) has decided that in order to achieve this unity it would appeal to all sections of seamen. Port-Dock
and allied Waterfront workers to raise the slogan : “Employment for at least 10 months of the year or retention allowance".

The coming months are going to be very crucial The FSUI (CITU) appeals to all friends and comrades to get
them all prepared for continuous strike once again to achieve their following long outstanding demands :—

() Abolition of Casual System of Employment and 10 months of guaranteed employment within a year for
Indian seamen ; (2) Unemployment Allowance from “Sign-Off” to “Sign-On" at the rate of Rs. 700/- per month ;
(3) Minimum basic wage of 184/- Sterling Pounds, as laid down by I. L. O.; (4) Abolition of Duel Medical Examination
and resumption of Family Medical Assistance ; (5) Tonnage-wise Manning Scales ; (6) Abolition of all anti-seamen pro-
visions in the Merchant Shipping Acts ; (7) Recognition of Unions through secret ballot; (8) Introduction of Annual
increments and 20% Bonus for all to avoid discrimination ; (9) Nationalisation of the Shipping Industry to avoid corrup-
tion and huge national wastages.

Dated, Vithaibhai Patel House,
New Delhi-110001 ( M. A. SAYEED, M. L. A) ( ASHUTOSH BANERJEE )

the 21st August, 1983. PRESIDENT GENERAL SECRETARY
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